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HISTORY OF THE REVOLT 



UNITED NETHERLANDS. 



THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

Some years ago, when I read the history of the Bel- 
gian RovolutioQ, in Watson's excellent description, I was 
impressed with a degree of enlhuaiasm which political 
OTents but rarely excite. On further reflection, I felt 
that this enthusiasm had arisen less from the book itself 
than from the ardent workings of my own imoginalion, 
which had imparted to the imbibed materials tiie par- 
ticular form that so fascinated me. These powers of 
imagination, therefore, I felt desirous to render perma- 
nent, to multiply, and to strengthen ; these, exalted sen 
timenla I was anxious to extend, and to communicate to 
others. Thia was my first inducement to commence 
the present history, my only vocation to write it. The 
exeoation of this design carried me further than I at first 
intended. A more intimate acquaintance with my ma- 
terials made me perceive defects previously unnoticed, 
long, waste tracts to be tilled up, apparent contradiction* 
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to be removed, aod isolated facts to be brought into cod- 
nection with the rest of the sub e No so h v*th 
tie view of enriching my h ory with ne v ts s as to 
Boek a koy to old ones, I be ook mys f o e o g nai 
sources, and thus what was a fir n e ded o be y 
a general outline expanded n o an e bo to h s y 
The first part, which con ludes v h 1 e depa u e of 
the Duchess of Parma fro n he Ne he anda mu t be 
I k d p n o ly as the ntiodue on o he Revo u on 
If vl I d d not come o an open ou b eak he 

g n nen f her successor Idevoed he nore ca 9 
and anno this introd c oty pe od beca se the 
gene al ty t riters, who previously had treated of it, 
en od defi ent in these qualities ; and because I was 
on n ed ha on this all the subsequent evoids depend- 
ed. If, then, this tii'st volume should appear but too 
meager in important events, too prolix on trifle 
rather, what at first sight seem profuse in reflections, 
and, in general, too tediously minute, it must be rei 
bered that precisely out of all small beginnings the Rev- 
olution was gradually developed, and that nil the sub- 
sequent great results sprung out of a countless number 
of small events. 

Such a nation as the one before us ever takes its 
first steps with hesitation and uncertainty, to move af- 
terward so much the more rapidly. I have proposed to 
myself to follow the same method in describing this re- 
bellion. The longer the reader delays on the introduc- 
tion, the more he familiarizes himself with the actors 
and the scene in which they took a part, and the more 
rapidly and surely shall I he ahle to conduct him through 
the subsequent periods, where the accumulation of ma- 
terials forbids a slow pace and minute attention. 

As for anthorities for our history, there is not so much 
reason to complain of their paucity as of their extreme 
abundance, «ince it vb indispensable to read them all to 
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obtain that clear view of the subject which is fveqiiently 
distui*ed by the perusal of a pert, however large. From 
Euch uuequal, partial, aud oiteu contradictory uarrativea 
of the same occurrences, it is ot^en extremely difficult 
to seize the troth, which., in ail, is alike paitly concealed, 
and to be found complete in none. In this first volume, 
beside De Thou, Strada, Reyd, Grotius, Meteren, Bur- 
gundius, MeursiuB, BentlvogUo, and some moderns, the 
Memoirs of Counselor Hopperus, tiie life and corre- 
spondence of his friend Viglius, the records of the trials 
of the counts of Hoorne and Egmont, the defense of 
the Prince of Orange, and some few others, have been 
my guides. I must here acknowledge my obligations 
to a work, compiled with much industry and critical 
acumen, and written with singular truthfulness and im- 
partiality. Beside many original documents which I 
could not othei'wise have had access to, it has abstracted 
all that is valuable in the exceDent works of £os, Hooft, 
Bandt, Le Clerc, which either were impossible for me 
to procure, or were not available to my use, as being 
written in Dutch, which I do not understand. I allude 
to the general history of the United Netherlands, which 
was published in Holland during the present century. 
An otherwise ordinary writer, Richard Diooth, has also 
been of service to me, by the many extracts he gives 
from the pamphlets of the day, which have been long 
lost. I have in vain endeavored to procure the cone- 
spondence of Cardinal Granvella, which also would, no 
donbt, have thrown much light upon the history of 
these times. The lately published work on the Spanish 
Inquisition, by my excellent countryman, Professor 
Spittler of GOttingen, reached me too late for its saga- 
cious and important contents to be available for my pur- 

The more I am convinced of the importance of the 
French history, the more I lament that it was not in my 
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power to study, as 1 could have wished, its copiona an- 
nals, in the original eources and cotemporaneons docu- 
ments, and to reproduce it abstracted of the form in 
which it was transmitted to me by the more intelligent 
of ray predecessors, and thereby emaucipale myself 
from the influence which every talented author eier- 
cises more or less upon his readers. But to eff'ect this, 
the work of a few years must bate become the labor of 
a life. My aim in making this attempt will be more 
than attained if it should convince a portion of the read- 
ing public of the possibility of writing a history with 
historic truth without making s trial of patience to the 
reader ; and if it should extort from another portion the 
confession, that history can borrow from a cognal« art 
wifliout thereby, of necessity, becoming a romance. 
Weimar, Michaelmas Fair, 1788. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



One of the most remarkable political events which 
have rendered the I6th century among the brightesrt of 
the woHd's epochs nppesrs to me to be the fuimiiation 
of the freedom of the Netherlands. If the glittering 
exploits of ambition and the pernicious lust of power 
claim our admiration, how much more should an event, 
in which oppressed humanity struggles for its noblest 
rights, where with (he good cause unwonted powers are 
united, and the resources of resolute despair triumph 
in unequal contest over the terrible arts of tyranny. 

Great and encouraging is the reflection, that there is 
a resource left us against the arrogant usurpations of 
regal power; that its beat contrived plans against the 
liberty of mankind may be rendered abortive ; that reso- 
lute opposition can weaken even the outstretched arm 
of a tyrant; and that heroic perseverance can event- 
ually exhaust its fearful resources. Never did this truth 
penetrate me so sensibly as in the history of that memo- 
rable rebellion which forever severed the Uniled Neih- 
erlands from the Spanish crown~-aDd therefore I 
thought it not unworthy the attempt to exhibit to the 
world this grand memorial of social union, that it may 
awaken in the breast of my reader a spirit-stirring con- 
sciousness of his own powers, and give a new and irref- 
ragable example of what men dare venture in a good 
cause, and what they may nccomplrsh by union. It is 
not that which is exti'aordmary or heroic in this event 
which induces me tu describe it. The annals of xhe 
world have recorded similar enterpiises, which appear 
even bolder in the conception and more brilliant in the 
execution. Some states have &l]en with a more impos- 
mg convulsion, otheri have risen with more exalted 
strides. Nor are wo here to look for prominent heroes, 
colossal personages, or those marvelous exploits which 
the history of past times presents in such rich abun- 
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dance. Those times are gone, the men are no more. In 
the soft lap of rofioement we have suffered the powers 
to relax, which those ages exercised and made neces- 
saij. With admiring awe, we wonder at these gigantic 
images, as a feeble old man gazes on the athletic sports 
of youth. 

Not so, however, in tho history before ua. The peo- 

ge here presented to our notice were the moat peace- 
1 in this quarter of the globe, and less capable than 
their neighbors of that heroic spirit which impai'ts a 
higher character to the most insignificant actions- The 
pressure of circumstances surprised them with its pecu- 
liar power, and forced a transitory greatness upon them, 
which they never should have possessed, and may per- 
haps never possess again. It is, indeed, exactly the 
want of heroic greatness which makes this event pecu- 
liar and instructive ; and while others aim at showing the 
superiority of genius over chance, I present here a pic- 
ture where necessity created genius, and accident made 
heroes. 

If, in any case, it be permitted to acknowledge the 
interference of Providence in human aflaira, it is cer- 
tainly allowable in the present history ; so contradictoiy 
doea its course appear to reason and experience. Philip 
II., llie most powerful sovereign of his line — whose 
dreaded superiority menaced the independence of Eu- 
rope — whose treasures surpassed the collective wealth 
of all the monarchs of Christendom beaide— whose am- 
bitious projects were backed by numerous and well dis- 
ciplined armies — whose troops, bai'dened by long and 
bloody wars, and in the lecollection of their own past 
victories, and confident in the irresistible powers of the 
nation, were eager for any enterprise that promised 
glory and spoil, and to second with prompt and ready 
ofcedience lie daring genius of their leaders— -this dread- 
ed potentate is here exhibited to us obstinately devoted 
to one favorite project, dedicating to it the unceasing 
ellbrts of a long reign, and bringing allthese terrible re- 
sources to bear upon it ; but forced at Inst, in the even- 
ing of his days, to renounce it — the mighty Philip II. 
engaging in combat with a few weak and pow 
versarie?. snd rPtiring from it with diagrscP. 
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And with whftt adversaries ] Here, a peaceful triba 
of fishermen and shepherds, in an almost forgotten cor- 
ner of Europe, which with difficu!^ they had rescued 
from the ocean ; the sea their profession, and at once 
their wealth and their plague ; poverly with freedom 
their highest blesaiog. their glory, their virtue. There, 
a harmless, moral, commercial people, reveling in the 
abundant ft uils of thriving iudusny, jealous of the main- 
tenance of laws which hi5. proved their benefactors. In 
the happy leisure of affluence, they forsake the narrow 
circle of immediate wants, and learn to thirst after high- 
er and nobler gratifications. The new views of truth, 
whose gladdening dawn now broke over Europe, cast a 
fertilizing beam on this favored clime, and the free 
burgher received with joy the light which oppressed 
and miserable slaves shut out, A spirit of independence, 
which is wont to accompany abundance and freedom, 
lured this people on to examine the authority of anti- 
quated opinions, and to break an ignominious chain. The 
severe rod of despotism was held suspended over them ; 
an arbitrary power tiireatened to tear away the founda- 
tion of their happiness ; the guardian of their laws be- 
came their tjiant. Simple in their statecraft, as in 
their manners, they dared to appeal to ancient treaties, 
and to remind the Lord of both Indies of the rights of 
nature. A name decides the whole issue of things. In 
Madrid that was called rebelhon which in Brussels was 
styled only a lawful remonstrance. The complaints of 
Brabant required a prudent mediator : Philip II. sent an 
esecutioner, and the signal for war was given. An un- 
paralleled tyranny assailed both property and life. The 
despairing citizens, to whom the choice of death was all 
that was left, chose the nobler one on the battle-field. 
A wealthy and luxurious nation loves peace, but becomes 
warlike as soon as it becomes poor. Then it ceases to 
tremble for a life which is deprived of every thing that 
had made it desirable. In a moment, the rage of rebel- 
lion seized the most distant provinces : trade and com- 
merce are at a stand-stiil, the ships disappear from the 
harbors, the artisan abandons his workshop, the rustic 
his uncultivated fields. Thousands fled to distant lands, 
ims fell on the bloody field, and fresh 
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thousiiiids pressed on; for divine, indeed, must that 
doctrine be for which men could die so jt^nlly. All 
that was wanting was the last achieving hand, uie en- 
lightened, enterprising spirit, to seize on this great po- 
litical crisis, and to mature the offspring of chance to 
tlio designs of wisdom. William the Silent devoted him- 
self, n second Brutus, to the great cause of liberty. Su- 
penor to a timorous selfishness, he sent in to the throne 
his resignation of offices, which devolved on him objec- 
tionable duties, and magnanimously divesting himself of 
all his princely dignities, he descended to a state of vol- 
uniary poverty, and became but a citizen of the world. 
The cause of justice was staked upon the hazardous 
game of battta; but the sudden levies of mercenaries 
and peaceful husbandmen could not withstand the ter- 
rible onset of an experienced force. Twice did the 
brave William lead Ms dispirited troops against the ty- 
rant — twice was he abandoned by them, but not by his 
courage. 

Philip II. sent as many reinforcements as the dread- 
ful importunity of his viceroy begged for. Fugitives, 
whom their fetherland rejected, sought a new country 
on the ocean, and turned to satisfy, on the ships of their 
enemy, the demon of vengeance and of want. Naval 
heroes were now formed out of corsairs, and a marine 
collected out of piratical vessels, and out of morasses 
arose ft Republic. Seven provinces threw off (he yoke 
at the same time, to form a new, youthful stats, power- 
ful by its waters, and its union, and despair. A solemn 
decree of the whole nation deposed the tyrant, and the. 
Spanish name disappeared from all the laws. 

For what had now been done no forgiveness remain- 
ed ; the republic became formidable, because it was no 
longer possible for her to retrace her steps ; fiictions dis- 
tracted her within ; her terrible element, tho sea itself, 
leaguing with her oppressors, threatened her very in- 
fancy with a premature grave. She felt herself suc- 
cumb to the superior force of tlie enemy, and cast her- 
self a suppliant before the most imweiiul thrones of 
Europe, begging them to accept a dominion which she 
herself could no longer protect. At last, but with diffi- 
culty—so despised at first was this state, tliat even the 
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tapacity of foreign monarcha Bpurned her opening bloom 
—a stranger deigned to accept their importunate offer 
of a dangerous crown. New hopes began to revive her 
sioliing courage ; but in this new father of his country, 
destiny gai-e her a traitor ; and in the critical emergen- 
cy, when the implacable foe was in full force before her 
very gates, Charles of Anjou invaded the liberties which 
he had been called to protect. The assassin's hand, 
too, tore the steersman from the rudder, and with Will- 
iam of Orange the career, seemingly, of the infant re- 
public, and all her guardian angeis, fled ; hut the ship 
continued to scud along in the storm, and the swelling 
canvas carried her safe without the steersman's help. 

Phjiip II. missed the fruits of a deed which cost him 
his royal honor, and perhaps, also, bis self-respect. Lib- 
erty struggled on still wifli despotism, in the obstinate 
and dubious contest; sanguinary battles were fought; a 
brilliant array of heroes succeeded each other on the 
field of glory; and Flanders and Brabant were the 
schools which educated generals for the coming cent- 
ury. A long, devastating war laid waste the open 
country; victor and vanquished alike were bathed in 
blood ; while the rising republic of the waters gave a 
welcome to fugitive industry, and out of the ruins 
erected the noble edifice of its own greatness. For 
forty yours a war lasted, whose happy termination was 
not to bless the dying eye of Phihp; which destroyed 
one pai-adise in Europe, to create a new one out of its 
shattered fragments ; which destroyed the choicest 
flower of military youth, and while it enriched more 
than a quarter of the globe, impoverished the possessor 
of the golden Peru. This monarch, who, even without 
oppressing his subjects, could expend nine hundred tuns 
of gold, but who by tyrannical means estorted far more, 
heaped on his depopulated kingdom a debt of one hun- 
dred and forty millions of ducats. An implacable hatred 
of liberty swallowed np all these treasures, and con- 
sumed in fruitless labor his royal life. But the Reforma- 
tion throve amid the devastation of his sword, and over 
the blood of her citizens the banner of the new republic 



This improbable turn of affairs S' 
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miracle ; much, however, combined to break the powej 
of Philip, nnd to favor the progress of the infant stata. 
Had the whole weight of his power fallen on the TJiited 
Provinces, there had been do hope for their rebgwjn nr 
their liberty. His own ambition came to the asaistance 
of llieir weakness by tempting him to divide his strength 
The expensive policy of maintaining traitors in e\ery cab 
met of Europe the tupport oi the League in France 
the revolt of the Moors in Oranada the conquest of 
Portugal and the magnifiGent tabric ot the Lscunal 
dra ned at last his apparently inexhaustible lieasurea 
nnd prevented his acting in the field with spirit and 
eneigy The German and Italian troops who were 
idlured to his banner only bj the ho) e ot gain mutinied 
when he could no longer pay them and taithlessly 
^andoned their loaders in tiae decisive moment oi 
action These terrible instruments of oppression now 
turned their dangerous power against their employer, 
and wrealied then viodict^e rage on the piovinces 
which remained faithful to hira The untortunate ar 
mament against Lngland on which like a de>iperate 
gamester he had staked tbe whole strength ot his king 
dom completed his luin with the Armada sank the 
wealth ol the two Ind es and the flower of Spamsh 

But in the very same proportion that the Spanish 
power declined the re| ubic acqu'red fresh vigor. The 
bread es wl ch tl e new rebg on the tyranny of the In- 
qu s t on tl e tur o s rapac ty ot the soldiery, and the 
devastatio s ot a long wai unbroken by any interval of 
peace nnde n the prov nces of Brabant, Fla d d 

Ha nault at o ce the arsenals and the magaz f I 

expens ve contest naturally e dered it, e y j ar 
nore d ffio It to support and recruit the royal m 
The Cathol c Netl e lands had already lost a m 11 f 
c t ze s and tl e trodden f elds naintained h h 
ba d nen no lo ger '■■pa n tselt had but t w m 
nen to sj are That co ntry a rprised bj dd n 

affluence, which brought idleness with it, had lost much 
of its population, and could not long support these con- 
tinual drafts of men, both for the New World and the 
Netherlands. Of these conscripts, few ever saw their 
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country ugain-, and these few, having left it as youths, 
returned to it infiim «ud old. Gold, which had become 
more common, made soldiers proportionately dearer; 
the erowine charm of efleminacy enhanced the price 
of the opposite virtues. Wholly different was tlie pos- 
ture of affairs with the rebels. The thousands whom 
the cruelty of the viceroy expelled from the southern 
Netherlnoda, the war of the Huguenots from France, 
as weU as all whom the constraint of conscience drove 
from the other parts of Europe, all these flocked to 
unite themselves with them. The whole Chnsaau 
world was their recruiting ground. The fanaticism both 
of the persecutor and the persecuted worked in their 
behalf. The enthusiasm of a doctrine newly embraced, 
revenge, want, and hopeless misery, drew to their stan- 
dard adventurers from every part of Europe. AUwhom 
the new doctrine had won, all who had already syfleied, 
or had stiU cause of fear from despotism, linked their 
own fortunes with those of the new republic. Every 
injury inflicted by a tyrant gave a right of citizenship 
in Holland. IVIen pressed toward a country where lib- 
erty raised hor inspiriting banner, where respect and 
security were insured to a fugitive religion, and even 
revenge on the oppressors. If we consider the conflux 
of all people to Holland, in the present day, who on 
their entrance upon her territory are remvested in then- 
riahts as men, what must it have been then, when the 
rest of Europe groaned under a heavy bondage, when 
Amsterdam was nearly the only free port for aU opin- 
ions '> Many hundred families sought a refuge tor their 
wealth in a land vh'ch tl e ocean a d domestic concord 
powerfully comb ned to p otect Tl e republicmi army 
maintained its full co uplement w thout 1 e plough be- 
ing stripped of 1 and to vok t Am d he clash of 
arms trade and ndustry flour 1 ed and he peaceful 
citizen enjoyed n ante pa on all the fru ts of 1 berty 
which foreign blood nns firs po chase At tie ve y 
time when the R«[ nbi c of Holland wa str.jggl ng lor 
esistence, she extended 1 er don n ons beyo J the 
ocean, and was quietly occup ed n erti-t ng her ba t 
[ndian emigre. , 

Moreover, Spain raaiota ned tliis espens ve w ai \ tn 
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dead, unfmctifying gold, that never returned into th« 
bond which gave it away, while it raised the price of all 
Decessaries. The treasuries of the republic were in- 
dustry and commerce. Time lessened one, while it 
muttiplied the other. Exactly in the same proportion 
that the resources of the Spanish government became 
exhaustec! by the long continuance of the war, the repub- 
lic began to reap a richer harvest. The field was sown 
^>aring]y with choice seed, and it bore fruit, though lato, 
yet a hundredfold ; but the tree from which Philip 
gathered fruit was a fallen trunk, which never again be- 
came verdant. 

Philip's adverse destiny decreed that all the treasures 
which he lavished for the oppression of the provinces 
contributed to enrich them. The incessant outlay of 
Spanish gold had diffused riches and luxury thmu^out 
Europe ; but the increasing wants of Europe were sup- 
plied chiefly by the Nelherlanders, who were masters of 
the commerce of the known world, and who, by their 
dealings, fixed the price of all merchandise. Even du- 
ring the war, Philip could not prohibit his own subjects 
from trading with the republic ; nay, he could not even 
desire it. He himself paid the rebels the expenses of 
their own defense ; for the very war which was to ruin 
them increased the sale of their goods. The enormous 
sums expended on his fleets and armies flowed, for the 
most part, into the oxchequor of the republic, which 
was more or less connected with the commercial places 
of Flanders and Brabant. Whatever Philip attempted 
against the rebels operated directly in their favor. 

The sluggish progress of this *var did the king as much 
injury, aa it brought advantage to the rebels. His army 
was composed, for the most part,of the remains of those 
victorious troops which bad gathered their laurels under 
Charles V. Old and long services entitled them to re- 
pose ; many of them, whom the war had enriched, im- 
patiently longed for their homes, and to end in ease a 
life of hardship. Their former zeal, their heroic spirit, 
and their disci[dine, relaxed in the same proportion as 
they thought they had redeemed their honor and their 
duty, and as they began to reap at last the reward of so 
many engagements. Beside, the tioops, which had 
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plnce, the weaker party must naturally learn at last the 
art of defense from the Btronger ; slight defeats accus- 
tomed him t« danger, slight victories animated his con- 
lid etice. 

At the beginning of the civil war, the republican army 
scni'co dared show itself in the field ; the long continu- 
ance of the struggle practiced and hardened it. As the 
royal armies grew wearied of viclory, the confidence of 
the rebels rose with their improved discipline and expe- 
rience. At last, at the end of half-a-centniy, master and 
pupil separated, unsubdued, and equal in tiie tight. 

Again, throughout the war the rebels acted with more 
concord and unanimity than the royalists. Before the 
former had lost their first leader, the government of the 
Netherlands had passed through as many as five hands. 
The DucheSs of Parma's indecision soon imparted itself 
to the cabinet of Madrid, which, in a short time, ran 
through nearly all the various systems of state policy. 
Duke Alva's inflexible sternness, the mildness of his 
successor Requescena, Don John of Austria's insidious 
cunning, and the active and imperious mind of the Prince 
of Parma, gave as many opposite directions to the war, 
while the plan of Ihe rebellion remained the same in a 
single bead, who, as he saw it clearly, pursued it with 
vigor. The greatest evil for the king was, that the right 
principles of action generally missed the right moment 
of application. In the comraencetnent of Uie troubles, 
(vhen (he advantage was as yet clearly oli Ihe king's side. 
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when prompt resolution nnd manly lirmuess might hsTs 
crushed the rebellion in the cradle, the reins of govern- 
ment were allowed (o hang loose in Ihe hands of a 
woman. After the outbreak had come to an open re- 
volt, and the strength of the factious and of the king 
Btood more equally balanced, and when a skillful flexi- 
bility could alone have averted the impending civil war, 
the government devolved on a man who was delicient in 
this necessary qualificBtion. So watchful an observer 
as William the Silent failed not lo improve every advan- 
tage which tbe faulty policy of his adversary presented, 
and, widi eilent industry, he slowly advanced his great 
undertaking te its accomplishment. 

But why did not Philip II. himself appear in the 
Netherlands 1 Why did he prefer to employ eveiy 
other means, liowever improbable, rather than make 
trial of the only remedy which could insure success T 
To curb the overgrown power and insolence of the no- 
bility, there was no expedient more natural than the 
presence of their master. Before royalty itself, all sec- 
ondary dignity must necessarily have sunk, all other 
splendor be dimmed. Instead of the truth flowing slowly 
and obscurely through impure channels, to the distant 
throDe, so that procrastinated measures of redress gave 
time to ripen ebullitions of the moment into acts of de- 
liberation, his own penetrating glance would at once have 
been able to separate truth from error; and cold policy 
alone, not to speak of his humani^, would have saved 
the land a milUon of ciCii^ens. The nearer to their 
source, the more weighty would his edicts have been ; 
the thicker they fell on their object, the weaker and the 
more dbpirited the efforts of the rebels. It costs infi- 
nitely more to commit an evil toward an enemy in his 
presence than in his absence. At first, the rebellion ap- 
peared to tremble at its own name, and long sheltered 
itself under the ingenious pretext of defending the cause 
of its sovereign against the arbitrary assumptions of his 
own viceroy. Philip's appearance in Brussels would 
have put nu end at ooce to this juggling. In that case, 
the rebels would have been compelled to act up to their 
pretense, or to cast aside the mask, and so, by appearing 
in their true shape, condemn themselves. And what a 
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relief for the Netherlands if the king's presence had 
only spared them those evils, which were inflicted upon 
them without his knowledge, and contrary to his will. 
What gain to himself, even if it hud only enabled him 
to watch over the expenditure of the vast sums, which, 
illegally raised on the plea of meeting the exigencies of 
the war, disappeared ni the plundering hands of the 
deputies. 

What the latter were compelled to extort by the un- 
natural expedient of terror the nation would have been 
disposed to grant (o the sovereign majesty. That which 
made his ministers detested would have rendered the 
monarch feared ; for the ^use of hereditary power 
presses less painililly than the abuse of that which ia 
delegated. His presence would have saved Ihousands, 
had he been nothing mure than an economical despot ; 
and oven had he been less, the awe ot his person would 
have preserved a territory which was lost through ha- 
tivd and contempt for his inatruraents. 

In the same manner, as the oppression of the people 
of tie Netherlands excited the sympathy of all who 
valued their own rights, it might have been enpected 
that their disobedience and defection would have been 
a call to all princes to mmntain their own prerogatives 
in the case of their neighbors. But jealousy of Spain 
got the betterof political sympathies, and the first powers 
of Europe arranged themselves more or less openly on 
the side of freedom. 

Although bound to the House of Spain by the ties of 
relationship, the Emperor Maximilian 11. gave it just 
cause to charge him with secretly favoring the rebels. 
By the offer of his medialjon, he implicitly acknowledged 
the partial justice of their complaints, which could not 
but encourage them to a resolute perseverance in tlieir 
demands. Under an emperor sincerely devoted to the 
interests of the Spanish house, William of Orange 
would scarcely have drawn so many troops and so much 
money from Germany. France, without openly and 
formally breaking the peace, placed a prince of the 
blood at the head of the Netherlandish rebels ; and it 
was with French gold, and French troops, that the op- 
erations of the latter were chiefly conducted. Elizabeth 
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of England, too, did but exercise a just retaliation aod 
revenge in protecling the rebels against tbeir legitimate 
sovereign ; and although her meager and spanng aid 
availed no further than to vrard olf utter ruin &om the 
republic, still even this was infinitely valuable, at a mo- 
ment when notliing but hope could have supported their 
exhausted courage. With both these powers, Philip at 
that time was at peace, but both betrayed him. Be- 
tween the weali and the strong, honesty often ceases to 
appear a. virtne : the delicate ties which bind equals 
are seldom beneficial to him whom all men fear. Philip 
had banished truth from political intercourse ; he himselti 
between kin^s, had dissolved all morality, and had made 
artifice the divinity of cabinetB. Without once enjoying 
the advantages of his superior power, he had, through- 
out his whole life, to contend with the jealousy which 
it awakened in others. Europe made him atooe fbv the 
possible abuses of a power, of wliich, in fact, he never 
had the faU possession. 

If against the dispari^ between the two combatants, 
which at first sight is so astounding, we weigh all the 
incidental circumstances which were adverse Ut Spaio, 
but befriended the Netherlands, that which is supernat- 
ural in this event will disappear, but that which it extra- 
grdinary remans — and a just standard is furnished, by 
which to estimate the real ment of these republicans in 
working out their freedom. It must not, however, be 
thought that so accurate a calculation of the opposed 
powers could have preceded the undertaking itself, or 
tbat, on entering this unknown sea, they already knew 
the shore on which they would ultimately be landed. 
The work did not present itself to the mind of its origi- 
nator in the mature form which it assumed when com- 
pleted, any more than the mind of Luther foresaw the 
eternal aeparaljon of creeds, when he began to oppose 
the sale of indulgences. What a difference between 
the modest procession of those suitors in Brussels, who 
prayed for a more humane treatment as a favor, and the 
dreaded majesty of a free slate, which treated with kings 
as equals, and in less than a century gave away the 
tlirone of its former tyrant. The unseen hund of fata 
gave lo the discharged arrow a higher flight, and quite 
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ft different direction from that which it first received from 
the bowstring. In the womb of happy Brabant that 
liberty had its birth, which, torn from its mother in its 
earliest infancy, was to gladden the so despised Holland. 
But the enterprise must not be teas tfaou^t of, because 
its issue ditfered from the first design, Mao works up, 
smooths, and fashions the rough stooe which the times 
bring to him, the moment and the instant it may belong 
to him, but accident develops the hislniy of the world. 
If the passions which ceOpereted actively in bringing 
about this event were only not unworthy of the great 
work to which they were unconsciously subservient — if 
the powers which aided in its accomplishment, and the 
single actions, out of whose concatenation it wonderfully 
arose, were but intrinsically noble powers, and the ac- 
tions beautiful and great, then is the event grand, inter- 
eating, and fruitful for us, and we are at liberty to won- 
der at the bold offspring of chance, or, rather, offer up 
our admiration to a higher Intelligence. 

The history of the world, like the laws of nature, is 
consistent with itself, and simple as the sou! of man. 
Like conditions produce like phenomena. On the same 
soii, where now the Netherlanders were to resist their 
Spanish tyrants, their forefathers, the Batavi and Belgfe, 
fifteen centuries before, combated against their Roman 
oppressors. Like the former, submitting reluctantly to 
a haugh^ master, and misgoverned by rapacious sat- 
raps, they broke off their chain with like resolution, 
and tried their fortune in a similar unequal combat. 
The same pride of conquest, the same national grandeur, 
marked the Spaniard of the sixteenth century and the 
Eoman of the first, the same Talor and discipline distin- 
guished the armies of both, iheu- battle array inspired 
the same teiTor. There, as here, we see stratagem in 
combat with superior force, and firmness, strengthened 
by unanimity, weai^ out a mighty power weakened by 
tlivision ; then, as now, private hatred arms a whole na- 
tion ; a single man, horn for his times, reveals to tliem 
the dangerous seci'et of their power, and brings their 
mule gtief to a bkjody announcement. " Confess. Ba- 
tavians," cried Ciaudius Civilis to his fellow-citizens in 
the sacred grove, " we are no longer treated, asfornieriy, 
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by these Romans, as allies, but rather na slaves. We 
are handed over to their prcefects and centurions, who, 
when satiated with our plunder and with our blood, 
maka way tor others, who, under different names, renew 
the same outrages. If even at last Rome deigns lo send 
us a legate, he oppresses us with an ostentatious and 
costly retinue, and with still more intolerable pride. 
The levies are again at hand which tearforever children 
from their parents, hrotbers from brothers. Now, Ba- 
tavians, is our time. Never did Rome lie so prostrate 
as now. Let not their names of legions terrify you: 
there is nothing in their camps but old men and plunder. 
Our infentry and horsemen are strong; Germany is al- 
lied to us by blood, and Gaul is ready to throw off its 
yoke. Let Syria serve them, and Asia, and the East, 
who are «sed to bow before kings ; many still live who 
were born among us, before tribute was paid to the Ro- 
mans. The gods are ever with the brave." Solemn 
religious rites hallow this conspiracy, like the league of 
the Gueux ; like that, it craftily wraps itself in the veil 
of submissiveness, in the majes^of a greatname. The 
cohorts of Civilis swear allegiance on the Rhine to Ves- 
pasian ID Syria, as the covenant did to Phillip II. The 
same arena furnished the same plan of defense, the 
same refuge to desp^r. Both confided their waveiing 
fortunes to a friendly element ; in the same distress, 
Civilis preserves his island, as. fifteen centuries after him, 
Wilham of Orange did the town of Loyden^ — through bd 
artificial inundation. The valor of the Batavi disclosed 
the impotence of the world's ruler, as the noble courage 
of their descendants revealed to the whole of Europe 
the decay of Spanish greatness. The same fecundi^ 
of genius in the generals of both times gave to the war 
a similarly obstinate continuance, and nearly as doubtful 
an issue ; one difference, nevertheless, distinguishes 
them : the Romans and Batavians fought humanely, for 
they did not fight for religion. 
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gl'eat revolulion, it will bo Advisable to go a few steps 
back into the ancient records of the country, and to 
trace tbe origin of that constitution, which we find it 
possessed of at the time of this remarkable change. 

The first appearance of this people in the history of 
the world is the moment of its fall ; their conquerors 
first gave them a political eiisteoce. The extensive 
region, which is bounded by Germany on the east, on 
the south by France, on the north and northwest by the 
North Sea, and which we comprehend under the gen- 
end name of the Nethertends, was, at the time when 
the Romans invaded Gaul, divided among three prin- 
cipal nations, all originidly of German descent, German 
institutions, and German spirit. The Rhine formed its 
boundaries. On the left of the river dwelt the Belg^, 
on its right the Frisii, and the Batavi on the island 
which its two arras then formed with the ocean. All 
these several nations were sooner or later rednced into 
subjection by the Romans, but tiieir conquerors them- 
selves give us the most glorious testimony to their valor. 
The BelgiE, writes Csesar, were the only people among 
the Gaah who repulsed llie invasion of the Teutones 
and Cimbri. The Batavi, Tacitus tells us, surpassed 
all Ihe tribes on the Rhine in bravery. This fierce na- 
tion paid its tribute in soldiers, and was reserved by its 
conquerors, like an-ow and swoid, only for battle. The 
Romans themselves acknowledged the Batavian horse- 
men to be their best cavalry. Like the Swiss at this 
day, they formed for a long time the body-guard of the 
Roman emperor; iheir wild courage terrified the Da-. 
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cians, as Ihey saw tb _. . ,_ ^_ 

the Daoube. The Batavi accompanied Agricola u 
expedition against Britain, and helped him to conquei 
that island. The Frioses were, of all. the last subdued, 
dnd the first to regnin their hberty The moi-naaes 
among which they dwelt, attracted the conqueiois 
later, and enhanced the price of conquest The Eonmn 
Drtistis, who mnde war id these regions, had a canal 
cui from llie Rhine into the Flevo, the present Zuydei 
'/6en. through which the Roman fleet penetrated into 
the North Sea, and from thence, entering the imrnths 
of the Ems flod the Weaer, found an easy passage into 
the iolerior of Germany. 

Through four centnriea we find Batavian troops in the 
Roman armies, but after the time of Honoriua their 
name disappears from history. Preaently we discover 
their ialand overrun by the Franka, who again lost 
tiiemaelvos in the adjoining countiy of Belgium. The 
Frieaes threw off the yoke of their distant and power- 
less rulera, and again appeai'ed as a free, and even a 
conquering people, who governed themaelves by then' 
own cuatoms and a remnantof Roman laws, and extend- 
ed their limits beyond the left bank of the Rhine. Of 
all the pi-ovincea of the Netherlanda, Friesland, especial- 
ly, had suffered tVie least from the irruptiona of strange 
tribes and foreign cuatoms; and for centuriea retained 
traces of its original institution, of its national spirit and 
manners, which have not, even at the preaent day, en- 
tirely disappeared. 

The epoch of the immigration of nations destroyed 
the original form of most of these tribes ; other mixed 
races arose in their place, with other constitution a. In 
the genera] devaatation, the towns and encampments of 
the Romans disappeared, and with them the meraoriate 
of their wise government, which they had employed the 
BfttiTea to execute. The neglected dikes once more 
yielded to the violence of the streama, and to the en- 
croachments of the ocean. Those wqnders of labor 
and creations of human skill, the canals, dried up, the 
rivers changed their course, the continent and the sea 
confounded their olden limits, and the nature of the 
soil changed with its inhabitants. So, too, the connec- 
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a new history commence a. 

The monarchy of the Frsnks, which arose out of the 
ruins <if Raman Gaul, had, in the sixth and seventh ceDtu- 
ries, seized nil the provinces of the Netherlands, and 
planted there the Christian faith. After an obstinate wiir 
Chnrles Martel subdued to the French crown Friesland, 
the last of all the free provinces, and, by his victories, 
paved a way for the Gospel. Chnrlemagne united all 
these countries, and formed of them one division of tlie 
mighty empire, which he had constructed out of Ger- 
many, France, and Lombardy. As under his descend- 
ants, this vast dominion was agiun torn into fragmeuts, 
so the Netherlands became at times German, at others 
French, or then again Lotheringian provinces, and at 
last we find them under borh the names of Friesland and 
Lower Lotheringia. 

"With the Franks, the feudal system, the offspring of 
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more or less rif,ht, Phibp the Goo , D B „ y, 

had united as many as eleven provinces under his author- 
ity, and to tlieae his son, Charles the Bold, added two 
other?, ecqnired by force of arms. Thus impereeptibly 
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a new state arose in Europe, which wanted nothing but 
the Dame to be the most flourishing kingdom Id this 
quarter of the globe. These extensive possessions made 
the dukes of Burgundy fotmidnble neighbors to France, 
and tempted the resfless spirit of Charles the Bold to 
devise a scheme of conquest, embracing the whole line 
of country from the Zuyder Zee and the mouth of the 
Rhine down to Aisace, The almost inexhaustible re- 
Bonrces of this prince justify in some measure this bold 
project. A formidable army threatened to carry it into 
execution. Already Switzerland trembled for her liber- 
ty; but deceitful fortune abandoned him in three terri- 
ble battles, and the infatuated hero was lost in the mfilie 
of the living and the dead. * 

The sole heiress of Charles the Bold, Marin, at once 
the richest princess and the unhappy Helen of that time, 
whose wooing brought misery on her inheritance, was 
now the center of attraction to the whole known world. 
Among her auitorsappeared two great princes. King Louis 
XI. of France, for his son, the young dauphin, and Max- 
imilian of Austria, son of the Emperor Frederic III. 
The successful suitor was to become the most powerful 
prince in Europe; and now, for the first time, this quar- 
ter of the globe began to fear for its balance of power. 
Louis, the more powerful of tbe two, was ready to back 
his suit by force of arms; but the people of the Nether- 
lands, who disposed of die hand of their princess, passed 
by this dreaded neighbor, and decided in favor of Max- 
imilian, whose more remote territories, and more lim- 
ited power, seemed less to threaten the liberty of their 
country: a deceitful, unfortunate policy, which, through 
* A page, who bad seen him fall, a few days after the hattlB con- 
ducted the victors to the spot, and saved his teinajns from an ig- 
nominious oblivion. His hod; was dragged from out or a pool in 
which it was fast frozen, nalied, and so disligured with wounds, 
that with great diflicultv ha was recognized, by the well Itnovra 
deficiency of soma of his teeth, and by remarfeably long finger- 
nails. But that, notwilhstandmg these matks, there were still 
incredulona people who doubted his death, and looked for his re- 
appearance, is proved by the missive, in which Louis XI, called 
upon the Burgundian slates to return to their allegiance to the 
crown of France, '■ If," the passage rune, ■■ Dube Charles should 
still be hvuie, you shall be released from your oath to me," Co- 
UINES, t. iii„ Preuva da Mlmaires, 495, 497. 
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a strange dispensatJon of Heaven, only accelerated the 
melaocholy fate which it was intended to prevent. 

To Philip the Fair, the son of Maria and Maximilian, 
a Spanish bride brought, as her portion, that extensive 
kingdom which Ferdinand and Isabella had recently 
founded; and Charles of Austria, hia son, was born lord 
of the kingdoms of Spain, of the two Sicilies, of the 
New World, and of the Netherlands. In the latter 
country, the commonalty emancipated themselves much 
earlier than in other feudal states, and quickly attHined 
to an independent political existence. The favorable 
situation of the country on the North Sea, and on great 
navigable rivers, early awakened tlie spirit of commerce, 
which rapidly peopled the towns, encouraged industry 
and the arts, attracted foreigners, and diffused prosperi- 
ty and affluence among them. However contemptu- 
ously the warlike policy of those times looked down 
upon every peaceful and useful occupation, the rulers 
of the country could not fail ellegether to perceive the 
essential advantages they derived from such pursuits. 
The increasing population of their tenitories, the differ' 
ent imposts which ihey extoited from natives and for- 
eigners, under the various titles of tolls, customs, high- 
■way-i-ates, escort-money, bridge-tolls, market-fees, es- 
cheats, etc.. vvere loo valuable considerations to allow 
them to remain indifferent to the sources from which 
they were derived. Their own rapacity made them 
pi'omoters of trade, and as often happens, barbarism it- 
self rudely nursed it, until, at last, a healthier policy as- 
sumed its place. In the course of time, they invited the 
Lombard merchants to settle among them, and accorded 
to the towns some valuable privileges, and an independ- 
ent jurisdicljon, by which the latter acquired uncommon 
respeetabili^ and influence. The numerous waiB which 
the counts and dukes carried on among one another, or 
with their neighbors, made them in some measure de- 
pendent on the good-will of the towns, who, by their 
wealth, obtained weight and consideration, and for the 
subsidies which they afforded, failed not to extort im- 
portant privileges in return. These privileges of the com- 
monalties increased, as the Crusades with their expen- 
sive equipment augmented the necessities of the nobles ; 
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Bs a new road to Europe was opened for the productions 
of the East ; and as wide -spreading luxury cveated new 
wants to their princes. Thus, as early as the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries, we find in these lands a mixed 
form of government, in which the prerogative of the 
sovereign is greatly limited by tho privileges of the 
states, that is to say, of the nobility, the clergy, and the 
municipalities. These, under the name of States, as- 
sembled as ofJen as the wants of the pi'ovince required 
it. Without their consent, no new laws were valid, no 
war could be carried on, and no taxes levied, no change 
made in the coinage, and no foreigner admitted lo any 
office of government. All the provinces enjoyed these 
privileges in common ; others were peculiar to the vari- 
ous districts. The supreme government was hereditary, 
but the son did not enter on the rights of his lather be- 
fore he had solemnly sworn to maintain the existing 
constitutiun. 

Necessity is the first lawgiver; all the wants which 
had to be met by this constitution weie oiiginally of a 
commercial nature. Thus the whole conatilution was 
founded on commerce, and the laws of the nation viere 
adapted to their pursuits. The last clause, which ex- 
cluded foreigners from all offices of trust, was a natural 
consequence of the preceding articles. So complicated 
and ortiiicial a relation between the sovereign and his 
people, which in many provinces was further modified, 
according to the peculiar wants of each, and frequjntly 
of some single city, required for its maintenance the 
liveliest zeal for the liberties of tho countiy, combined 
with an intimate acquaintance with them. From ft 
foreigner, neitlier could well be expected. This law 
beside, was enforced reciprocally in each particular 
province ; so that in BraSant no Fleming, in Zealand no 
Hollander, could hold office; and.it continued in force 
even after all these provinces were united under one 
government. 

Above all others, Brabant enjoyed the highest degree 
of freedom. It privileges were esteemed so valuable, 
that many mothers from the adjacent provinces removed 
thither about the time of their accouchement^ in order to 
entitle their children to participate, by birth, in all the 
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IS of that favored country ; just aa, says Strada, 
one improves the plants of a rude climate by removing 
them to the soil of a milder. 

After the House of Burgundy had united several pi-ov- 
inceH under its dominion, the separate provincial assem- 
blies which, up to that time, had been independent trib- 
unals, were made sabject to a supreme court at Malines, 
which incorporated the various judicatures into one body, 
and decided in the last rosoit all civil and criminal ap- 
peals. The separate independence of the provinces 
was thus abolished, and the supreme povfer vested in 
the senate at Mahnes. 

After the death of Charles the Bold, the states did 
not neglect to avail themselves of the embarrassment of 
their duchess, who, threatened by France, was conse- 
quently in their power. Holland and Zealand compelled 
her to sign a gieat charter, which secured to them the 
most important sovereign rights. The people of Ghent 
carried their insolence » such a pitch, that they arbitrn- 
rily dragged the favorites of Maria, who had the misfor- 
tune to displease them, before their own tribunals, and 
beheaded them before the eyes of that princess. Dur- 
th h t g m f h D hess Maria, from 

li f h d h h g the commons ob- 

ta dpw hilfwfr tos enjoyed. After 

1 d I h h b d M m 1 illegaUy assumed 
{ m g d f h on. Ollended by 

' ^ 11 gh th es refused to ac- 

k wl dg h h ty d 1 1 nly be brought to 

h as y f d period, and under 

conditions ratified by oath. 

Maximilian, after hebecame Roman Emperor, fancied 
that he might safely venture to violate the constitution. 
He imposed extraordinary taxes on liie provinces, gave 
official appointments to Burgundians and Germans, and 
introduced foreign troops into the provinces. But the 
jealousy of these republicans kept pace with the power 
of theu- regent. As he entered Bruges with a large 
retinue of foreigners, the people flew to arms, made 
themselves masters of his person, and placed him in con- 
finement in the castle. In spite of the intercession of 
the imperial and Roman courts, he did not agiun obtain 
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his freedom, until security had been given to tbe peopla 
ou all the disputed points. 

The security of life and property, arising from niild 
laws, and au equal administration of justice, had encour- 
aged activity and industry. In continual contealwith \he 
ocean and rapid rivers, which ponred their violence on 
the neighboring lowlands, and whose force it was requi- 
site to break by embankments and canais, this people 
had early learned to observe the natural objects around 
than) ; by induslryand perseverance to defy an element 
of superior power ; and like the Egyptian, instructed 
by his Nile, to exercise their inventive genius and acute- 
ness in self-defense. The natural fertility of their soil, 
which favored agriculture and the breeding of cattle, 
tended at the same time to increase the population. 
Their happy position on the sea and the great navigable 
rivers of Germany and France, many of which debouch- 
ed on their coasts ; the numerous artificial canals which 
intersected the land in all directions, imparting life to 
navigation ; and the facility of interior communication 
between the provinces, soon created, and fostered, a 
commercial spirit among these people. 

The neighboring coasts, Denmark and Britain, were 
the first visited by theh vessels. The English wool 
which they brought back, employed thousands of indus- 
trious hatids in Bruges, Ghent, and Antwerp ; and as 
early as ihe middle of the twelfth centuiy, cloths of 
Flanders wei'e extensively worn in Franco and Germany. 
In the eleventh century we find ships of Friesland in 
the Belt, and even in the Levant. This enterprising 
people ventured, without a compass, to steer under the 
North Pole, round to the most northerly point of Russia. 
From the Wendish towns, tbe Netherlands received a 
shai-e in the Levant trade, which, at that time, stJIl 
passed from the Black Sea, through the Russian teni- 
tflries to the Baltic. When, in the thirteenth centuiy, 
this trade began to decline, the Crusades having opened 
a new road through the Mediterranean for Indian mer- 
chandise, and afiSr the Italian towns had usurped this 
lucrative branch of commerce, and the great Hanseatic 
league had been formed in Germany, the Netherlands 
became the most important emporium between the 
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north and south. As yet, llie use of ihe compasa was 
not general, and the merchantmen sailed slowly and 
laboriously along the coasts. The ports on the Baltic 
were, during the winter months, for the most part 
frozen and inaccessible. Ships, therefore, which could 
not well accomplish within the year the long voyage 
from the Mediterraneanto the Belt, gladly availed them- 
selves of harbors which lay half-way between the two. 
With an immense continent behind them, with which 
navigable streams kept up their communication, and 
toward the west and north open to the ocean by com- 
modious harbors, this country appeai'ed to be espressly 
formed for a place of resort for different nations, and for 
a center of commerce. The principal towns of the 
Netherlandswereestablishedmarts. Portuguese, Span- 
iards, Italians, French, Britons, GermBns, Danes, and 
Swedes, thronged to them with the produce of every 
country in the world. Competition insured cheapness ; 
industry was stimulated, as it found a ready market for 
its productions. With the necessary exchange of money, 
arose Ihe commerce in bills, which opened a new and 
fruitful source of wealth. The princes of the country, 
acquainted at last with their true interest, encouraged 
the merchant by importanl immunities, and neglected 
not lo protect their commerce by advantageous treaties 
with foreign powers. When, in the fifteenth century, 
several provinces were united under one rule, Ihey dis- 
continued their private wars, which had proved so in- 
jurious, and their sejmrale interests were now more 
intimate iy reconciled by a common government. Their 
commerce and affluence prospered in the lap of a long 
peace, which the formidable power of their piinces ex- 
torted from the neighboring mooaichs. The Burgundian 
flag WHS feared in every sea, the dignity of their sov- 
ereign gave support to their undcriakings, and the en- 
terprise of a private mdividual became the affair of a 
powerful state. Such vigorous protection soon placed 
them in a position even to renounce the Hanseatic league, 
and to pursue this daring enemy through every sea. 
The Hanseatic merchants, against whom the coasts of 
Spain were closed, were compelled at last, however 
reluctantly, to visit the Flemish fairs, and purchase 
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their Spanish goods in the markets of the Nether- 
Bruges, in Flanders, wns, in Ihe fourteenth and fif- 
teoath centuries, tho central point of the whole com- 
merce of Europe, and the great market of nil nations. 
In the year 1468. a hundred and fiftj merchant vessels 
wore counted entering tbo harbor of Sluys at one time. 
Beside the rich fiictoriea of the Hanseatic league, there 
were here fifteen trading companies, with their counting- 
houses and many laotorios, and merchants' fainilioa from 
eveiy European country. Here was established the 
market of nil northern products for the south, and of all 
southern and Levantine products for the north. These 
passed through the Sound, and up the Rhine, in Han- 
seatic vessels to Upper Germany, or were transported 
by land carriage to Brunswick and Lunenburg. 

As in the common course of human afloirs, so here 
also, a licentious luxury followed prosperity. The se- 
ductive example of Philip the Good could not but ac- 
celerate its appi-oBch. The court of the Burgundiaa 
dukes was the most voluptuous and magnificent in 
Europe, Italy itself not excepted. The costly die=s of 
the higher classes, which afterward served as patterns 
to the Spaniards, and eventually, with the Burgundian 
customs, passed over to the court of Austria, soon de- 
scended to the lower orders, and the meanest citizen 
nursed hia person in velvet and ailL' 

* Philip the Good was tooprofose a prince to amaso treasurps, 
neverlhefess, Charles the Hcild Ibunil accumulated among his 
effecla, a gcater store of table so rvicos, jewels, carpets, and linen 
than three rich princedoms of that time tofielher posaessad, and 
over Slid above all, a treasure of three hundred thousand dollars 
in ready money. The riches of this prince, and of the Burgundian 
people, lay exposed on the hadle-field? of Granssn, Murten. end 
Naney, Here, a Swisa soldier drew from the finger of Charles 
the Bold that celebrated diamond, which was long esteemed the 
largest in Europe, which, even now, sparkles in the crown of 
France as the second in size, but which Ihe unwitting finder sold 
for a florin. The Swiss exchanged the silver they found for tin, 
and the gold for copper, and tore into pieces the costly tents of 
cloth of gold. The value of the spoil of silver, gold, and jewels 
which was taken has been estimated at three millions. Charles 
and his army had advanced to the combat, not like foes who pur- 
pose battle, but like conquerors who adorn themselves after 
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Comines. an author who traveled through tie Nether- 
knds about the middle of the fifteenth century, tells us 
that pride had already attended their prosperity. The 
pomp and vanity of dress was carried by both sexes to 
extravagance. The luxury of the table had never reach- 
ed so great a height among any other people. The im- 
moral assemblage of both sexBs at bathing-places, and 
such other places of reunion for pleasure and enjoyment, 
had banished all shame — and we are not here speaking 
of the usual luxuriousness of the higher ranks: the 
females of the common class abandoned themselves to 
such extravagances without limit or measure. 

But how much more cheering to the philanthropist is 
this exlravftgance, than the miserable frugality of want, 
and the barbarous viitues of ignorance, which at that 
time oppressed nearly the whole of Europe! The 
Burgundian era shines pleasingly forth from those dark 
ages, like a lovely spring-day amid the showers of Feb- 
ruary. But this flourishing condition tempted the 
Flemish towns at last to their ruin ; Ghent and Bruges, 
giddy with liber^ and success, declared war against 
Philip the Good, the ruler of eleven provinces, which 
ended as unfortunately as it was presumptuously com- 
menced. Ghent alone lost many thousand men in an en- 
gagement near Havre, and was compelled to appease 
the wrath of the victor by a contribution of four hundred 
thousand gold florins. All the municipal functionaries, 
and two thousand of the principal citizens, went, stripped 
to their shirts, barefooted, and with heads uncovered, a 
mile out of the town to meet the duke, and on tlieir 
knees supplicatfld for pardon. On this occasion, Ihey 
were deprived of several valuable privileges, an irrepar- 
able loss for their future commerce. In the year 1482, 
they engaged iu a war, with no better success, against 
Maximilian of Austria, with a view to deprive him of the 
guardianship of his son, which, in contravention of his 
charter, he had unjustly assumed. la 1487, the town 
of Bruges placed the archduke himself in confinement, 
and put some of his most eminent ministers to death. 
To avenge his son, the Emperor Frederic III. entered 
their territory with an army, and, blockading for ten 
years the harbor of Sluys, put a stop to their entire 
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trade. On this occasion, Amaterdam and Antwerp, 
whose jealotisy had long been roused by the flourishing 
condition of the FlemiBh towns, lent him the most ira- 
portant asBisCance. The Italians began to bring their 
own silk stuffs to Antwerp for sale, end the Flemish 
cloth-workers likewise, who had settled in England, sent 
their goods thither; and thus the town of Bruges lost 
two important branches of trade. The Hanse Union 
had long been offended at their overweening pride ; and 
it now left them, and removed its factory to Antwerp. 
In the year 1516, all the foreign merchants left the 
town, except only a few Spaniards ; but its prosperity 
faded as slowly aa it had bloomed. 

Antwerp received, in the sixteenth century, the trade 
which the luxurioasness of the Flemish towns had ban- 
ished; andnnderthegovernmentof Charles v., Antwerp 
was the most stirring and splendid city in the Christian 
world. A stream like the Scheldt, whose broad mouth, 
in the immediate vicinity, shored with the North Sea 
the ebb and flow of the tide, and could carry vessels of 
the largest tunnage under the walls of Antwerp, made 
it the natural resort for all vessels which visited that coast. 
Its free fairs attracted men of business fiom all countries • 
The industry of the nation had m the beginning of this 
century, reached its greatest height The cultuie ot 
grain, flax, the breeding of cattle the chaae and fiah 
eries, enriched the peasant art" raanutictures and 
M-ade, brought wealth to burghers Flemish and Bra 
bantine manufactuTPS weie long to be seen in Arabia, 
Persia, and Ind a Iheir ships covered the ocean and 
in the Black Sea, contended with the Genoese tor su- 
premacy. It was the distinctive characteristic of the 
Beaman of the Netherlands that he made sail at all sea- 
sons of the year, and never laid up for the winter. 

When the new route by the cape of Good Hope was 
discovered, and the East India trade of Portugal under- 
mined that of the Levant, the Netherlands did not feel 
the blow which was inflicted on the Italian republics- 
The Portuguese established their mart in Brabant; and 
the spices of Calicut were displayed for sale in the 
* Two such fairs lasted forty days, and all the goods sold there 
were duty-ftee. 
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markBts of Antwerp. Hither poured the West Indian 
merchandise, with which the indolent pride of Spain re- 
paid the industry of the Netherlands. The East Indian 
market attracted the most celebrated commercial ho u sea 
from Florence, Lucca, and Genoa ; and the Fuggers ani? 
Welsers from Augsburg. HeretheHanseTownsbroughf 
the wares of the North, and here the English company 
had a Sictory. Here art and nature seemed to expose 
to view all their riches : it was a splendid exhibilion of 
the wotUs of the Creator and the creature. 

Their renown soon diffused itself through the world 
Even a company of Turkish merchanta, toward the end 
of this centuiy, solicited permission to settle here, and 
to supply die products of the East by way of Greece. 
With the trade in goods, they held also the exchange of 
money. Their bills passed current in the farthest parts 
of the globe. Antwerp, it is asserted, then transacted 
more extensive and more important business in a single 
month than Venice, atita most nourishing period, in two 
whole years. 

In the year 1491, the Hanseatic League held its sol- 
emn meetings in this town, which had formerly assembled 
in Lubeck tuODe. In 1531, the Exchange was erected, 
at that time the most splendid in all Europe, and whicli 
fulfilled its proud inscription! The town now reckoned 
one hundred thousand iohabitanta. The tide of human 
beings, which incessantly poured into it, exceeds all belief. 
Between two hundred and two hundred and fifty ships 
were often seen loading at one time in its harbor ; no 
day passed on which the boats entering inward an>I 
outward did not amount to more than five hundred ; on 
market-days, the number amounted to eight hundi'ed or 
nine hundred. Daily, more than two hundred carriages 
drove through its gates ; above two thousand loaded wag- 
ons arrived every week from Germany, France, and 
Lorraine, without reckoning the farmers' carts and corn- 
vans, which were seldom less than ten thousand in cum- 
ber. Thirty thousand hands were employed by the 
English company alone. The market-dues, tolls, and 
excise brought millions to the government annually. We 
can form some idea of the resources of the nation, from 
the fact, that the extraordinary taxes which they were 
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obliged to pay to ChBrles V., toward hi 

were computed at forty millions of gold ducats. 

For this affluence, the Netherlands were as much in- 
debted to their libeity, as to the natural advantages of 
their country. Uncertain laws, and the despotic sway 
of a rapacious prince, would quickly have blighted all 
the blessings which propitious nature had bo nbundantly 
lavished on them. The inviolable sanctity of the laws, 
can alone secure to the citizen the fruits of his industry, 
and inspire him with that happy confidence which is the 
soul of all activity. 

The genius of this people, developed by the spirit of 
commerce, and by the intercourse with so many nations, 
shone in useful inventions; in the lap of abundanceand 
liberty, aU the noble arts were carefully cultivated, and 
carried to perfection. From Italy, to which Cosmo de 
Medici had lately restored its golden age, painting, ar- 
chitecture, and the arts of carving and of engraving on cop- 
per, were transplanted into the Netherlands, where, in a 
new soil, they flourished with fresh vigor. The Flem- 
ish school, a daughter of flie Italian, soon vied with its 
mother for the prize ; and, in common with it, gave laws 
to the whole of Europe in the Fine Arts. The manufac- 
tures and arts, on which the Netherlandors principally 
founded their prosperity, and still partly base it, require 
no particular enumeration. The weaving of tapestry, 
oil-painting, the art of painting on glass, oven pocket- 
watclies and sun-dials, were, as Guicciardini asserts, 
originally invented in the Netlierlands. To them, we 
are indebted for the improvement of the compass, the 
points of which are still known by Flemish names. 
About the year 1430, the invention o'f typography is as- 
cribed to Laurence Koster, of Haarlem ; and whether 
or not ha is entitled to this honorable distinction, cerljun 
it is that the Dutch vrere amongthe first to engraft this 
useful art among them ; and fate ordained that a cent- 
ury later it shouH reward its country with liberty. The 
people of the Netherlands united with the most fertile 
genius for inventions, a happy talent for improving the 
discoveries of others ; there are, probably, few mechaiiica 
arts and manufactures which they did not produce, or 
at least carry to a higher degree of perfection 
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Up 10 this time these provinces had formed the most 
enviable state in Emope. Not one of Ihe Bui'gundian 
dukes had ventured t« indulge a thought of overturning 
the constitution; it had remained sacred, even to-the 
daring spirit of Charles the Bold, wliile he was prepar- 
ing fetters for foreign liberty. All these princes grew 
up with DO higher hope than to be the heads of a repub- 
lic, and none of tbeir territories afforded them experi- 
ence of a higher authority. Beside, these princes pos- 
sessed nothing but what the Netherlands gave them ; 
no armies but those which the nation sent into the field; 
no riches but what llle states granted to them. Now all 
was changed. The Netherlands hud fitUen to a master 
who had at his command other instrumenlfi and other 
i, who could arm against them a foreign power.* 



not here Tefrain from quoling the ci 

neighboring nations," says be, " the people of the Netherlands 
comd eaalj maintain » good anderalandiDg, for the; were of a 
similar origin with themselves, and had grown tip in the same 
manner. Bat the people of Spain and of the Netherlands difler- 
ed in almost everv re.spect from one another, and therefore, when 
ther were bronght together, clashed the more violently. Both 
haclfor.many centuries been distinguished in war; onl^lhe laller 
had, in luinrious repose, become disused to arms, while the for- 
mer had been inured to war in the Italian and African campai^s; 
tiie desire of gain made the Belgians more incbned to peace, but 
not leas sensitive of ofieuae. No people mere mote free from the 
lust of conquest, but none defended its own more zealously. 
Hence the numerous towns closely pressed together in a confined 
tract of country, densely crowded with a foreign and native popu 
latjon, fortified near the sea and the Eteat rivers. Hence, for 
eight ceHturies after the northern immigration, foreiKn arms could 
not prevail against them, Spain, on the contrary, often changed 
its masters; and when, at last, it fell into the hands of the Golha, 
its character and its manners bad suffered moie or less from each 
new conqueror. The people, thus formed at Inst out of these sev- 
eral admiitures, is described as patient in labor, imperturbable in 
danger, eqnally eager for riches and honor, proud of itself even 
to contempt of others, devout and orateful to strangers for an> 
act of kindness, but also revengeful, and of such ungovernable 
passions in victory ns to regard neilber conscience nor honor in 
the case of an enemy. All this is foreign to the character of the 
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CharlRS V. wns an nbsolute tnonnrcli in h Sp Ii 
dominions; in the Netherlanda, he was no ban 

Ibe first citizeD. In the southern portion f 1 m 
pire he might hare learned contempt for the gl of 
individuaU: here, ho was taught to respect th The 

more he there tasted the pleasures of unlim d ] w 
and the higher he raised his opinion of his w g 
ness, the more reluctant he must have felt o d end 
eliewhere to the ordinary level of humanity, d I 

erate any check upon his arbitrary BUthority. It re 
quires, indeed, no ordinary degree of virtue to abstain 
from warring against the power which imposes a curb 
on our most cherished wishes. 

The superior power of Chai'les awakened, at the same 
time, in the Netherlandera, that disti'ust which always 
accompanies inferiority. Never were they so alive to 
their constitutional rights, never bo jealous of the royal 
prerogative, or more observant in their proceedings. 
Under his reign we see tho most violent outbreaks of 
republican spirit, and the pretensions of the people car- 
ried to an excess, which nothing but the increasing en- 
croachments of the royal power could in the least jus- 
tify. A sovereign will always regard tho freedom of 
the citizen as an alienated fief which he is bound to re- 
cover. To the citizen, the authority of the sovereign ia 
a torrent, which, by its innndation, threatens to sweep 

Belgian, who ia astute, but not in»idioua— who, placed midway 
belween France and Germanv, combines in moderation the faults 
and gocxl qualities of balh. He is not eagily imposed upon, not is 
he to be innulted with impunity. In veneration for the Deity, loo, 
he does not yield to the Spaniard ; the atma of the Northmen 
could not make him apostatize from Christianity when he had 
once professed it. Mo opinion which the Church condemns had, 
upto this tune, unpoiaoned the purity of his faith. Nay, his pious 
eitravagance went so far, that it became reuuisile to curb by laws 
the rapacity of his clergy. In both people loyalty to tlieir rulers 
is equally innate, with this difference, that the Bel^n places the 
law above kings. Of all the Spaniards, the Castilians require lo 
be governed with the most caution; but the liberties which they 
arrogate (or themselves they do not willingly accord to others 
Hence the difficult task to tfieir common ruler, so to distnbnls 
his attention and care between the Iwo natimis, that neither the 
preference shown to the Castilian should o^end the B 

&>Js.L. 1. 4. 5.et 
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away his rights. The Belgians sought to protect them- 
GeJrea a^ust tlie oceun by cinliankmenfi, and against 
their princes by constitutional eDactments. The whole 
history of the \vorlii is a peri)etually recurring struggle 
between liber^ and the last of power and possession, 
as the history of nature is nothing but the contest of the 
elements and organic bodies for space. The Nether- 
lands soon ibund, to their cost, that they had become but 
B province of a ^^at monarchy. So long as their for- 
mer masters h^ no higher aim than to promote their 
prosperity, their condition resembled the tranquil hap- 
piness of a, secluded fiimily, whose head is its ruler. 
Charles V. introduced them upon the arena of the polit- 
ical world. They now formed a member of that gigan- 
tic body, which the ambition of an individual employed 
as his mstrument. They ceased to have their own good 
for their aim : the center of their existence was trans- 
ported to the soul of their ruler. As his whole govorn- 

vance his power, so it was, (d>ove nil things, necessary 
that he should i)e completely master of the various limbs 
of his mighty empire, in order to move them eifectually 
and suddenly. It waa impossible, therefore, for him to 
embarrass himself with the tiresome mechanism of their 
interior political organization, or to extend to their pe- 
culiar privileges the conscientious respect which their 
republican jealousy demanded. It was expedient for 
him to facilitate the exercise of their powers by concen- 
tration and unity. The tribunal at Malines had bees, 
under his predecessor, an independent court of judica- 
ture ; he subjected its decrees to the revision of a royal 
council which he established in Brussels, and which was 
the' mere organ of his will. He introduced foreigners 
into the most vital functions of their constitution, and 
confided to them the most important offices. These 
men, whose only support was the royal favor, would be 
but bad guardians of privileges which, moreover, were 
little known to them. The ever increasing expenses 
of his warlike government compelled him as steaijily to 
augment his resources. In disregard of their most sa- 
cred privileges, he imposed new and strange taxes on 
the provitices. To preserve their olden consideration, 
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tha states were forced to grant what he had been so 
modest as not to extort; the whole history of the gov- 
ernment of this monarch, in the Nelhei'lands, is almost 
one continued list of imposta demanded, refused, and 
finally accorded. Contrary to the constitution, he intro- 
duced foreign troops into iheir territories, directed the 
recruiting of his armies in the provinces, and involved 
them in wars which could not advance, even if they did 
not injure, their interest, and to which they had not giv- 
en their consent. He punished the offenses of a free 
slate aa a monarch; and the terrible chastisement of 
Ghent announced to the other pi'ovincea tlie great 
change which liieir constitution had already undergone. 
The welfare of the countiy was so far secured as 
was necessary to the polilical schemes of its muster; 
the intelligent policy of Charles would certainly not 
violate the aalutaiy regimen of the body whose ener- 
pes he found himself necessitated to exert. Fortu- 
nately, the oppOMte pursuits of selfish ambition, and of 
disinterested philanthropy, often bring about the same 
end ; and the well-being of a state, which a Marcus 
Aurelius might propose to himself as a rational object 
of pursuit, is occasionally promoted by an Augustus or a 

Charles V. was perfectly aware that commerce was 
the strength of the nation, and that tbe foundation of 
their commerce was libeity. He spared its liberty, be- 
cause he needed ita strength. Of greater political wis- 
dom, though not mwe just than his son, he adapted his 
principles to the eiigenees of time and place, and re- 
called an ordinance in Antwerp and in Madrid, which 
he would uflder other circumstances have enforced with 
all the tMTors of his power. That which makes tbe 
leign of Charles V. particularly remarkable, in regard 
to the Netherlands, is the gieat religious revolution 
which occurred under it; and which, as the principal 
cause of the subsequent rebellion, demands a somewhat 
circumstantial notice. This it was that first brought 
arbitrary power into flie innermost sanctuary of the 
constitution, taught it to give a dreadful specimen of its 
might; and, in a measure, leplized it, while it placed 
republican spirit on a daoge: 
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latter sank into anarch; and rebellion, monarchical pow- 
er rose to Ihe height of despotism. 

Nothing is more natural than the ttansitioQ from civil 
libeity to religious freedom. Individuals, as well as com- 
munities, who, favored by a happy political constitution, 
have become ncquiunted with the rights of man, and ac- 
customed to examine, if not aUo to create, the law which 
is to govern thera ; whose minds have been enlightened 
by activity, and feelings expanded by the enjoyments of 
life ; whoso natural courage has been exalted by internal 
security and prosperity: such men will not easily sunen- 
der themselves to the blind domination of a dull, arbltraiy 
creed, and will be the fiist to emancipate themselves 
from its yoke. Another drcumslance, however, must 
have greatly tended to diffuse the new religion in these 
countries. Italy, it might be objected, the seat of the 
greatest intellectual culture, formerly the scene of the 
most violent political factions, where a burning climate 
kindles the bloodwilh the wildest passions — Italy, among 
all the European countidea, remained the freest from this 
change. But to a romantic people, whom a warm and 
lovely sky, a luxurious, ever young and ever smiling 
nature, and the multifarious witcheries of art, rendered 
keenly susceptible of sensuous enjoyment, that form of 
religion must naturally have been better adapted, which, 
by ila splendid pomp, captivates the senses, by its mys- 
terious enigmas, opens an unbounded range to the fancy ; 
and which, through the most picturesque forms, labors 
to insinuate impoitant doctrines into the soul. On the 
contrary, to a people whom the ordinary employments 
of ■ I If have drawn down to an unpoetical i-eality, 
wh I plain notions than in images, and who 

c 1 a I mmon sense at the expense of their 

maoi B — o uch a people, that creed will best rec- 
mm d If which dreads not investigation, which 

I y 1 es n mysticism than on morals, and which 

th b nderstood, than to be dwelt upon in 

m dta In f w words: Clie Roman Catholic reli^on 

w II 1 h le, be found more adapted to a nation 

of a h Protestant more titled to a nation of 

ne h 
On h ppos tion, the new doctrine which Luther 
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diffused in Germany, and Calvin in Switzerland, must 
have found a coDgeniai soil in the Netherlands. Tbe 
first seeds of it were sown in the Netherlands, hy the 
Protestant merchants who assembled at Amsterdam 
and Antwerp. The Oermao and Swiss troops, which 
Charles introduced into these countries, and the crowd 
of French, German, and English fugitives, who, under 
the protection of ihe liberties of Flanders, sought to 
escape the sword of persecution which threatened them 
at home, promoted their difiusion, A gi'eat portion of 
the Belgian nobility studied at that time at Geneva, as 
the university of Lonvatn was not yet in repute, and 
that of Doud not yet founded. The new tenets pub- 
licly taught there, were transplanted by the students 
to their various countiies. In an isokted people, these 
first germs might easily have been crushed ; but in the 
market-towns of Holland and Brabant, the resort of BO 
many different nations, their first growth would escape 
the notice of government, and be accelerated under the 
veil of concealment. A difference in opinion might 
easily spring up and gain giound among those, who al- 
ready were divided in national character, in manners, 
customs, and laws. Moreover, in a country where in- 
dusliy was the most lauded virtue, mendicity the most 
abhorred vice, a slothful body of men, like that of the 
monks, must have been an object of long and deep aver- 
sion. Hence, the new religion, which opposed these 
orders, derived an immense advantsge fi'om having the 
popular opinion on its side. Occasional pamphlets, ful 
of bitterness and satire, to which the newly discovered 
art of printing secured a rapid circulation, and severa 
bands of strolling orators, called Eederiker, who at that 
time made the circuit of the provinces, ridiculing in 
theatrical representations or songs the abuses of tlieir 
times, contributed not a little to diminish respect for the 
Ilomish church, and to prepare the people for the re- 
ception of the new dogmas. 

The first conquests of this doctrine were astonishingly 
rapid. The number of those who in a short time avow- 
ed themselves its adherents, especially in the nortbarn 
provinces, was pi-odigious ; but among these, the for- 
eigners far outnumbered the natives. Charles V., who, 
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in this hostile array of religious tenets, bad taken the 
Bide which a despot could not fail to take, opposed to the 
increasing torrent of innovation the most elt'ectual reme- 
dies. Unhappily for tba reformed religion, politicRl 
justice was on fiie side of its persecutor, i'he dam 
which, for so many centuries, hnd repelled iiumen un- 
deretanding from truth, was too suddenly torn away, 
for the outbi'ealiing torrent not to overflow its appointed 
channel. The reviving spirit of liberty und of inquiry, 
which ought to have remaned within the limits of re- 
lidous qnestjous. began also to examine Into the rights 
of kings. While, in the commencement, iron fetters 
were justly broken off, a desire was eventually shown 
to rend asunder the most legitimate and most indispeos- 
abie of ties. Even the Holy Scriptures, which were 
now circulated everywhere, while they imparted light 
*ud nurture to the sincere inquirer after truth, were 
the source also whence an eccentric fanaticism contrived 
to extort the virulent poison. Tbe good cause had been 
compelled to choose the evil road of rebellion, and the 
result was what in such cases it ever will be, so long as 
men remain men. The bad cause, too, which had 
nothing in common with the good but the employment 
of illegal means, emboldened by this slight point of con- 
nection, appeared in the same company, and was mis- 
taken for it. Luther had written against llie invocation 
of saints ; every audacious varlet who broke into the 
churches and cloisters, and plundered the altars, called 
himself Lutheran. Faction, rapine, &naticism, licen- 
tiousness, robed themselves in bis colors ; tbe most 
enormous offenders, when brought before the judges, 
avowed themselves his followers. The KeformatJon 
had drawn down the Roman prelate to a level with fal- 
lible humanity; an insane band, stimulated by hunger 
and want, sought to annihilate all distinction of ranks. 
[t was natural that a doctrine, which to the state showed 
itself only in its most unfavorable aspect, should not have 
oeen able to reconcile a monarch who had already so 
many reasons to extirpate it ; and it is no wonder, there- 
fore, that he employed against it the arms it had itself 
forced upon him. 

Charles must already have loolted upon himself as ab 
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which he had a d d G sny. While compelled 
by the effectual German princes, he 

assured to the ry free exercise of the 

new religion, in he n h p blished the most cruel 
edicts for its rep B tt e, the reading of the 

^Evangelists nnd Ap p n or secret meetings, 

to which religion ga e m n ever so slight a de- 

gree ; all coQver^iations on tbe subject at home or at the 
table, were forbidden, under severe penalties. In every 
province, special courts of judicature were established to 
watch over the execution of the edicts. Whoever held 
these erroneous opinions, was to forfeit his office, without 
regard to his rank. Whoever should be convicted of 
diffusing heretical doctrines, or even of simply attending 
the secret meetings of the Reformers, was to be con- 
demned to deatji, and, if a male, to be executed by the 
sword, if a female, buried alive. Backsliding heretics 
were to be committed to the flames. Not even the re- 
cantation of the offender could annul these appalling 
sentences. Whoever abjured his errors, gained nothing 
by his apostacy, but at furthest a milder kind of death. 

The fiefs of the condemned were also conliscated, 
conti'ary to the privileges of Ihe nation, which permitted 
the heir to redeem them for a trifling fine ; and in defi- 
ance of an express and valuable privilege of the citi- 
zens of Holland, by which they were not to be tried out 
of their province, culprits were conveyed beyond the 
limits of the native judicature, and condemned by foreign 
tribunals. Thus did religion guide the hand of despo- 
tism, to attack, with its sacred weapon, and without 
danger or opposition, the liberties which were inviola- 
ble to the secular arm. 

Charles V., emboldened by (he fortunate progress of 
his arms in Germany, thought that he might now ven- 
ture on every thing, and seriously meditated the intro- 
duction of the Spanish Inquisition in the Netheriands. 
But the terror of its very name alone reduced com- 
merce in Antwerp to a stand-still. The principal for- 
eign merchants prepared to quit the city. All buying 
and Belong ceased. The value of houses fell, the em- 
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ploy meDt of artisans stopped. Money disappeareil from 
the hands of the citizen. The ruin of that flourishing 
commercial city was inevitable, had not Charles V. lis- 
tened to the representations of the Duchess of ParniB, 
and abandoned this perilous resolve. The tribunal, 
therefore, was ordered not to interfere with the foreign 
merchants, and the title of inquisitor was changed unto 
the milder appellation of spiritual judge. But in the 
other provinces, that tribunal proceeded to rage with 
the iahumaD despotism whicli has ever been peculiar to 
it. It has been computed h d n g th g f 

Charles V., fifty thousand pe p hdbyhhd 

of the executioner for religi 1 

When we glance at the I p w d g f h 
monarch, we are quite at a) t pVdhtt 

was that kept the rebellion tl b d d g h 
reign, which broke out with hi d 1 

successor. A closer invest g t Hi j th 

seeming anomaly. Chnrie d d d p j 

Europe had raised the comm f tl N tl Id 

to a height which it had ne b f ta d T( 

majes^ of his name opened II I bo I ar d 11 
for their vessels, and obtained for them the most favor- 
able commerciul treaties with foreign powers. Thi'ough 
him, in particular, they destroyed the dominion of the 
Hanse Towns in the Baltic. Through him, also, the 
New World, Spain, Italy, Germany, which now shared 
with them a common ruler, were, in a measure, to be 
considered as provinces of their own country, and open- 
ed new channels for their commerce. He had, more- 
over, united (he remaining six provinces with the he- 
reditary states of But^undy, and thus given to ihem an 
extent and political importance, which ])iaced them by 
the side of the first kingdoms of Europe.* 

" He had, too, at one time tbe intention of raising it to a king- 
dom; hut the essential points of diflbrencH betwean the piovin- 
Ces, which ejlended from cotislitution and manneta to measuiea 
and weights, soon mad? him abandon ttiis design. More itnoor- 
!ant was the service which he designed ihem in the Bui^ndian 
Ireatj, which settled its relation lo tbe German Empire. Accord- 
ing to this treaty, Ihe aeventeen provinces were to conttihote to 
the common wants of the German Empire twice as much as an 
electoral prince; in case of a Turkish war three limes as much: 
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By all thia, he flattered the national pride of this peo- 

e'e. Moreover, by the incorporation of Gaeldrea, 
IrechC, Fiieslaod, and GrSningen with these provinces, 
he put an end to the private wara which had bo long 
disturbed their commerce ; an unbroken internal peace 
now allowed ihem to enjoy the full fruits of their indus- 
try. Charles was therefore a beDefactor of this people. 
At the Bome lame, the splendor of his victories dazzled 
their eyes; the glory of their sovereign, which was re- 
flected upon them also, had bribed their republican vig- 
ilance ; while the awe-inspiring halo of invincibility, 
which encircled the conqueror of Germany, France, 
Italy, and Africa, terrified the fiiclious. And then, who 
knows not on how much may venture the man, be he 
a private individual or a prince, who has succeeded in 
enchaining the admiration of his fellow-crentures. His 
repeated personal visits to these lands, which he, accord- 
ing to his own confession, visited as often as ten ditfer- 
ent times, kept the disaffected within bounds; the con- 
stant exercise of severe and prompt justice maintained 
the awe of the royal power. Finally, Charles was born in 
theNetherlands, and lored the nation in whose laphehad 
grown up. Their manners pleased him, the simplicity 
of their character and social intercourse formed for him 
a pleasing recreation from the severe Spanish gravity. 
He spoke their language, and followed their customs in 
bis private life. The burdensome ceremonies, which 
form the unnatural barriers between king and people, 
were banished from Brussels. No jealous foreigner de- 
barred natives from access to their prince : their way to 
him was through their own countrymen, to whom he 
intrusted his person. He spoke much, and courteously 
with them ; his deportment was engaging, his discourse 
obliging. These simple artifices won ior him their love, 
and white his armies trod down their cornfields, while 
bis rapacious imposts diminished their property, while 

in tetiitn for which, however, they were to enjoy the powerful 
protection of this empire, and not to be injured in any of iheir va. 
rious privileges. Tlie revolution which under Charles's son at- 
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his governors oppressed, hia executioners slaughtered, 
be secured their hearta by b friendly demefluor. 

Gladly would Charles have seen this affection of the 
nation for himself descend upon his son. On this ac- 
count, he sent for him in his youth from Spain, and 
showed him in Brussels to his future subjects. On the 
solemn day of his abdication, he recommended to him 
these lands as the richest jewel in his crown, and 
eai-nestly exhorted him to respect their laws and privi- 
leges. 

Philip II. was in ail the direct opposite of his father. 
As ambitious as Charles, hut with less knowledge of men 
and of the rights of man, be had formed to himself a notion 
of royal authority, which regarded men as simply the 
servile instrnmentsof despotic will, and was outraged by 
every symptom of liberty. Bom in Spain, and educated 
under the iron discipline of the monks, he demanded of 
others the same gloomy formality and reserve as marked 
his own charactei The cheerful merriment of his 
Flemish subjects was as uncongenial to his disposition 
and temper, as their pnvdeges weie offensive to his 
imperious will He spoke no other language than tiie 
Spanish, enduied none but Sijaniards about his person, 
and obstmately adheied to all then cui-toma In vain 
did the loyal mgenuity of the Flemish towns through 
which he passed vie with eich other in solemnizing his 
arrival with coslJy festivities.' Philip's eye remained 
dark ; all the profusion of magnificence, all the loud and 
hearty effiisiona of the siocerest joy, could not win from 
him one approving smile. 

Chai'les entirely missed his aim by presenting his son 
to the Flemings. They might eventually have endured 
his yoke wlh less impatience if he had never set his 
foot in their land. But his look forewarned thorn what 
they had to expect ; his entry into Brussels lost him all 
hearts. The emperor's gracious affability with his 
people, only served to throw a darker shade on the 
haughty gravity of his son. They read in his counte- 
nance the destructive purpose against their hberties, 
which even then he already revolved in his breast. 

* Ttie town of Antwerp, alone, eipended on an ocoasion of this 
kind two hundied and sixty thousand gold florins. 
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Forewnraed to find in him a tyract, they were fore- 

The throne of the Netherlands was the first which 
Charles V. nbdicated. Before a solemn convention in 
Brussels, ho absolved the states-gene ml of their oath, 
and transferi'ed their alle^ance to King Philip, his son. 
" If my death," addressing the latter, as he concluded, 
"had placed you in possession of these countries, even 
)u that case, so valuable a bequest would have given me 
great claims on your gratitude. But now that of my 
free will I transfer them to you, now that I die in order 
to hasten youi' enjoyment of them, I only require of you 
to pay to the people [he increased obligation which tie 
voluntaiy surrender of tny dignity lays upon you. Oth- 
er princes estoejn it a peculiar felicity to bequeath to 
their children the crown which death is already ravish- 
ing frsm them. This happiness I am anxious to enjoy 
during my life — I wish to be a spectator of your reign. 
Few will follow my example, as few have preceded me 
in it, Bnt this my deed will be praised, if your future 
life should justify my expectations, if you continue to be 
guided by that wisdom which you have hitherto evinced, 
if you remain inviolably attached to the pm'e faitJi which 
is the main pillar of your throne. One thing more I have 
to add : — may Heaven grant you also a son, to whom yon 
may transmit your power, by choice, and not by neces- 

After the emperor had concluded his address, Philip 
kneeled down before him, kissed his hand, and received 
his paternal blessing. His eyes, for the last time, were 
moistened with a tear. All present wept. It was an 
hour never to be forgotten. 

This affecting farce was soon followed by another. 
Philip received the homage of the assembled states. He 
took the oath administered in the following words ; " I, 
Philip, by the grace of God, Prince of Spain, of the two 
Sicilies, &c., do vow and swear, that I will be a good and 
jnst lord in these countries, counties, and duchies, <kc. ; 
that I will well and truly hold, and cause to he held, 
the privileges and liberties of all the nobles, towns, com- 
mons, and subjects which have been conferred upon 
them by my predecessors, and also the customs, usages. 
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and rights which they now have and enjoy, jointly and 
severally; and moreover, tliat 1 will do all thai by law and 
right pertains to a good and just prince and loni, so help 
roe God and all His saints," 

The alarm which the arbitrary government of the 
emperor had inspired, and the distrust of his son, are 
already visible in the foi'mula of this ontii, which was 
drawn up in far more guarded and explicit ferms rtian 
that whicli had been administered to Charles V. himsetf, 
and all the dukes of Burgundy. Philip, for instaoce, 
was compelled to swear to the maintenance of their cus- 
■oms and usages, what before his time had never been 
required. In the oath which the states took to him, no 
other obedience whs promised, than such as should be 
consistent with the pi'ivileges of the country. His 
officers were then only to reckon on submission and 
support, 80 long as tlley legally dischai^ed the duties 
intrusted to them. Lastly, in this oath of allegiance, 
Philip is simply styled only the natural, the hereditary 
prince, and not, as the empei-or had desired, sovoreigo 
or lord ; pi'oof enough, how little confidence was placed 
in the justice and liberality of the new sovereign. 



Philip II. received tlio lordship of the Netherlands in 
the brightest period of their prosperity. He was the 
first of their princes who united them all under his au- 
thority. They nowconsistedofseventeen provinces; the 
duchiesof Brabant, Limburg, Luxemburg, andGueldres, 
the seven counties of Artois, Hainault, Flandei-s, Namur, 
Zatphen, Holland, and Zealand, the margraviate of Ant- 
werp, and the five lordships of Friesland, Mechlin(Mali- 
nes), Utrecht, Overyssel, and GrSningen, which, collect- 
ively, formed a great and powerful state able to contend 
with monarchies. Higher than it: then stood, their com- 
merce could not rise. The sources of their wealth were 
thovo the earth's surface, but ihey were more valuable 
and inexhaustible, and richer than all the mines in 
America. These seventeen provinces, which, taken to- 
gether, scarcely comprised the fifth part of Italy, and do 
not extend bejondthree hundred Flemish miles, yiekied 
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an annual revenue to tlieii- lord, not much Inferior to 
that which Britain formerly paid to ila kings, before the 
latter had annexed so many of tlio ecclesiaatical domains 
to thfflr crown. Three hundred and fifty cities, alive 
with industry and pleasure, many of them fortified by 
their natural position, and secure without bulwarks or 
walls ; six thousand three hundred market-towns of a 
larger size; smaller villages, farms, and castles innumer- 
able, imported to this territory the aspect of one un- 
broken flourishing landscape. The nation had now 
reached the meridian of its splendor: industry and 
abundance had exalted the genius of the citizen, enlighC- 
ened his ideas, ennobled his affections ; every flower of 
the intellect had opened with the flourisbLug condiljoa 
of the counlry. A happy temperament under a severe 
climate cooled the ardor of then: blood, and niodukted 
the rage of their passions ; equanimity, moderation, and 
enduring patience, the gifts of a northern clime ; integ- 
rity, justice, and faith, the necessary virtues of their 
profession; and the delightful fhiits of liberty, truth, 
benevolence, and a patriotic pride were blended in 
tbeir character, with a slight admixture of human 
frailties in soft unison with the vices of humanity. No 
people on earth was more easily governed by a prudent 
prince, and none with nwre difticulty by a charlatan or 
a tyrant. Nowhere was the popular voice so infallibly 
a test of good government as bere. True statesman- 
ship could be tried in no nobler school, and a sickly, artifi- 
cial policy had none worse to fear. 

A state constituted like this could act and endure "^th 
gigantic energy, whenever pressing emergencies called 
forth its powers, and a skillfiil and provident administra- 
tion elicited its resources. Charles V. bequeathed to his 
successor an authority in these provinces little inferioi 
to that of a limited monarchy. The prerogative of the 
crown had gained a visible ascendency over the repub- 
lican spirit, and that complicated machine could now be 
set la motion, almost as certainly and rapidly as the most 
absolutely governed nation. The numerous nobilily, 
formerly so powerful, cheerfully accompanied their sov- 
ereign in his wars, or the civil changes of the state 
oaurted the approving smile of royalty. The crafty 
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policy of the crown haii created a new and imaginary 
good, uf which it was the exclusive dispenser. Now 
passions and new idens of happiness supplanted, at last, 
the rude simplicity of repuhiican virtue. Pride gave 
place U> vauity, true libertj' to titles of honor, a needy 
independence to a luxurious servitude. To oppress or 
to plunder their oative land, as the absolute satraps of 
an absolute lord, was a more powerful allurement for 
tlie avarice and ambition of the great, than in the gen- 
eral assembly of the state to share with the monarch a 
hundredth pait of the supreme power. A large por- 
tion, moreover, of the nobility were deeply sunk in pov- 
eity and debt. Charles V. had crippled all the most 
dangerous vassals of the crown, by expensive embassies 
to foreign courts, under the specious pretext of hon- 
orary distinctions. Thus, William of Orange was dis- 
patched to Oermany with the Imperial crown, and 
Count Egmont to conclude the inarriage-conti'act be- 
tween Philip and Queen Mary. Both, also, afterward 
accompanied the Dulie of Alva to France, to negotiate 
the peace between the two crowns, and the new alliance 
of their sovereign with Madame Elizabeth. The ex- 
penses of these journeys amounted to three hundred 
thousand florins, toward which the king did not contrib- 
ato a single penny. When the Prince of Orange was 
appointed generalissimo in the place of the Duke of 
Savoy, he was obliged tx> defray all the necessary ex- 
penses of his office. When foreign ambassadors or 
princes came to Brussels, it was made incumbent on 
the nobles to maintain the honor of their king, who 
himself always dined alone, and never kept open table. 
Spanish policy had devised a still more ingenious con- 
trivance, gradually to impoverish the richest iamihes of 
the land. Every year one of the Castilian nobles made 
his appearance in Brussels, where he displayed a lavish 
magniticence. In Brussels it was accounted an indel- 
ible disgrace to be distanced by a stranger in such mu- 
nilicence. All vied to surpass him, and exhausted their 
fortunes in this costly emulation, while the Spaniard 
made a timely retreat to his native country, and by the 
frugabty of four years repaired the extravagance of one 
year. It was the foible of the Netherlandish nobility 
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to contest with every stranger the credit of superior 
weallh, and of this weakness tlie government studionsly 
availed itself. Certainly, tbese arts did not in the.sequel 
produce the exact result that had been calcaltited on; 
for these pecuniaiy burdens only made the nobility the 
more disposed for innovation, since he who has lost all 
can only be a gainer in the geneivl ruin. 

The Roman church had ever been a main support 
of the royal power, and it was only natural that it should 
bo so. tls golden time vtas the bondage of the human 
intellect, and, like royalty, it had gained by the ignorance 
and weakness of men. Civil oppression made religion 
more necessary and more dear; submission to tyran- 
nical power prepares the mind for a blind, convenient 
feith, and the hierarchy repaid with usury the services 
of despotism. In the stales the bishops and prelates 
were zealous supporters of royalty, and ever ready to 
sacrifice the welfare of the citizen to the temporal ad- 
vancement of the Church, and the political interests of 
the sovereign. 

Numerous and brave garrisons also held the cities in 
awe, which were at the same time divided by religious 
squijjbles and factions, and consequently deprived of 
their strongest support--union among tliemselves. How 
tttle, therefore, did it require to insure this preponder- 
ance of Philip's power, and how fatal must have been 
the folly by which it was lost. 

But Philip's authority in these provinces, however 
great, did not surpass the influence which the Spanish 
monarchy at that time enjoyed throughout Europe. 
No state ventured to enter the arena of contest with it. 
France, its most dangerous neighlior, weakened by a 
destructive war, and still more by internal factions, 
which boldly raised their heads during the feeble gov- 
ernment of a child, was advancing rapidly to that un- 
happy condition, which, for nearly hah-a-centuiy, made 
it a theater of the most enormous crimes and the most 
fearful calamities. In England, Elizabeth could with 
difficulty protect lier still tottering 'throne against the 
furious storms of faction, and her new chui'ch estabiisli- 
ment against the insidious aits of the Eomanists. That 
country still awaited her mighty call, before it could 
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emerge from a humble obscurity, and had not yet been 
awakened by the faulty policy of her rival to that rigor 
and energy wilh which it finally overthrew him. The 
imperial family of Gerraauy was united with that of 
Spain, by the double ties of blood and political inCereBt ; 
and the victorious progress of Solimau, drew its atten- 
tion more to the east than to the west of Europe. 
Gratitude and fear secured to Philip tho Italian princes, 
and his creatures ruled the conclave. The monarchies 
of the North still lay in barbarous darkness and obscuri- 
ty, or only just began to acquire form and strength, and 
were as yet unrecognized iu the state system of Europe. 
The most skillful geneiids, ^lumerous armies accustomed 
tJ> victory, a formidable marine, and the golden tribute 
from the West Indies, which now first began to come 
in regularly and certainly — what terrible instruments 
were these, in the firm and steady hand of a talented 
prince '. Under such auspicious stars did King Philip 
commence his reign. 

Before we see him act, we must fii-st look hastily into 
the deep recesses of his soul, and we shall there find a 
key to his political life. Joy and benevolence were 
wholly wanting in the composition of bis character. 
His temperament, and the gloomy years of his early 
childhood, denied him the former; tbe latter could not 
be imparted to him by men who had renounced the 
sweetest and most powerful of the social ties. Two 
ideas, his Owa self, and what was above that self, en- 
grossed his narrow and contracted mind. Egotism and 
religion were the contents and the title-page of the his- 
tory of his whole life. lie was a king and a Cbristian, 
and was bad in bath characters ; he never was a man 
among men, because he never condescended, but only 
ascended. His belief was dark and cruel ; for his divin- 
ity was a Being of terror, from whom he had nothing 
to hope, but every thing to fear. To the ordinary man, 
the divinity appears as a comforter, as a savior; before 
lus mind it was set up as au image of fear, a panful, 
humiliating 'check to his human omnipotence. His 
veneration for this Being was so much the more pro- 
found and deeply rooted, the less it estended to other 
objects. He trembled servilely before God, because 
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God was the only being before whom he had to (rem- 
ble. Charles V. was zealous for religion, because reli- 
gion promoted his objects. Philip was so because he 
bad real faith in it. The former let loose Ihe fire and 
the sword upon thousands for the sake of a dogma, 
while he himself, in the person of the Pope, his captive, 
derived the very doctrine for which he had sacrificed so 
much human blood. It was only with repugnance and 
scruples of conscience that Philip resolved-on the most 
just war against the Pope ; and resigned all the fruilB 
of his victory, as a penitent malefactor surrenders his 
booty. The emperor was cruel from calculation, faia 
son from impulse. The first possessed a strong and 
enlightenefl spirit, and was therefore, perhaps, the 
worse man; the second, was nan'OW-minded twd weak, 
but the most upright. 

Both, however, as it appears to me, might have been 
better men than they actually were, and still, on the 
whole, have acted on the very same principles. What 
we lay to the charge of personal character of an indi- 
vidual, is very often the infirmity, the necessary im- 
perfection of universal human nature. A monarchy 
so great and so powerftil, was too great a tiial for hu- 
man pride, and too mighty a charge for human pow- 
er. To combine universal happiness with the high- 
est liberty of the individual, is the sole preragative of 
Infinite Intelligence, which diffuses itself omnipresently 
over all. But what resource has man, when placed m 
the position of omnipotence? Man can only aid his 
circumscribed powers by classification ; like the natural- 
bt, he establishes certain marks and rules, by which U) 
fecililate his own feeble survey of the whole, to which 
all individualities must conform. All this is accomplish- ■ 
ed for him by religion. She finds hope and fear fJanted 
in every human breast ; by making herself mistress of 
these emotions, and directing their affections t« a single 
object, she virtually transforms millions of independent 
beings into one uniform abstract. The endless diversi- 
ty of the human will no longer embarrasses its ruier — 
now there exists one universal good, one universal evil, 
which he can bring forward or withdraw at pleasure, 
and which works in unison with himself even when ab- 
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sent. Now a boundary is establisheJ, before which 
liberty must halt ; a venerable, hallowed line, toward 
which all the various conflicting inclitiBtions of the will 
must finally converge. The common aim of despotism 
and of priestcraft is uniformity, and uniformity is a ne- 
cessary expedient of human poverty and imperfection. 
Philip became a greater despot than his father, because 
his mind was more contracted, or, in other words, he 
was forced to adhere the more scrupulously to general 
rules, the leas capable be was of descending to special 
and individual excgptions. What conclusion could we 
draw from these principles, but that Philip II. could 
not possibly have any higher object of his solicitude, 
than uniformity both in religion and in laws, because 
without these he could not reign. 

And yet, he would have shown more mildness and 
forbearance in his government, if he had entered upon 
it earlier. In the judgment which is usually formed of 
liia prince, one circumstance does not appear to be 
sufficiently considered in the histoiy of his mind and 
heart, which, however, in oil foimess ought to be duly 
weighed. Philip counted nearly thirty years when he 
ascended the Spanish throne, and this early maturity 
of his understanding had anticipated the period of his 
majority. A mind like his, conscious of its powers, and 
only too early acquainted with his high expectations, 
could not brook the yoke of childish subjection in which 
he stood : the superior genius of the father, and the ab- 
soluto authority of the autocrat, mnat have weighed 
heavily on the self-satisfied pride of such a son. The 
shore which the former allowed him in the government 
of the empire was just impoitant enough to disengage 
his mind from petty passions, and to confirm the austere 
gravity of his character; but also meager enough to 
kindle a fiercer longing for unlimited power. When he 
actually became possessed of uncontrolled authority, it 
had lost the charm of novelty. The sweet intoxication 
of a young monaich, in the sudden and early possession 
of supreme power ; that joyous tumult of emotions, 
which opens the soul to every softer sentiment, and to 
which humanity has owed so many of the most valuable 
and the most prized of its institutions, this pleasing mo- 
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ment had for him long passed by, or had nerer ejtisteil. 
His character was already hardened, when fortune put 
him to this severe test, and his settled pi'inciples with- 
stood the collision of occasional emotion. He had had 
time, during fifteen years, to prepare himself for the 
change ; and instead of youthfully dallying with the ex- 
ternal symbols of his new station, or of losing the morn- 
ing of his government in the intoxication of an idle van- 
ity, he remained composed and serious enough, to enter 
at once on tho full possession of his power, SJ as to re- 
venge himself thi-ough the most extensive employment 
of it, for its having been so long withheld from him. 

THE TRIBUNAL OF THE IS<iUISlTIOW. 

Philip TI. no sooner saw himself, through the peace 
of Chaleau-Cambresis, in undisturbed enjoyment of his 
immense territory, than he turned his whole attention 
to the great work of purifying religion, and vei ilied the 
fears of his Netherlandish subjects. The ordmances, 
which his father had caused to be promulgated agamst 
heretics, were renewed in aU their rigor ; and teirible 
tribunals, to whom nolhlag but the name of Inquisition 
was wanting, were appointed to watch over their execu- 
tion. But his plan appeared to him warcely moie than 
half-fulfilled, so long as he could i ot transplant into 
these countries the Spanish Inqui.,ition m its pet feet 
form — a design in which the eniperoi had already sut- 
fei'ed shipwreck. 

This Spanish Inquisition is an institution ofanewond 
peculiar kind, which finds no prototype in the whole 
course of IJme, and admits of compaiison with no eccle- 
siastical nor civil tiibunal. Inquisition has existed from 
the time when reason meddled with what is holy, and 
fram the very commencement of skepticism and innova- 
tion ; but it was in the middle of the thirteenth century, 
after some examples of apostacy had alarmed the hie- 
rarchy, that Innocent III. first erected for it a peculiar 
tribunal, and separated, in an unnatural manner, ecclesi- 
astical superintendence and instruction from its judicial 
and primitive office. In order to be tho more sure that 
no hnman sensibilities, or natural tenderness, should 



.^hyGooglc 



KEVOLT OF THE NETHERLANDS, 57 

thwart the stem severity of its statutes, he took it out 
of the hands of the bishops and secular clergy, who, by 
the ties of civil life, were still too much attached to hu- 
manity for his purpose, and consigned it to those of the 
monks, a half-denaturalized race of beings, who had ab- 
jured tlie sacred feelings of nature, and were the sei-vile 
tools of the Roman See. The Inquisition was received 
in Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal, and France ; a Fran- 
ciscan monk sat as judge in the terrible court, which 
passed sentence on the Templars. A few states suc- 
ceeded either in totally excluding, or else in subjecting 
it to civil authority. The Netherlands had remained 
free from it, until the government of Chailes V. ; their 
bishops exercised the spiritual censorship, and in extra- 
ordinary cases, reference was made to foreign courts of 
inquisition ; by the French provinces to that of Paris, 
hy the German to that of Cologne. 

But the Inquisition which we are here speaking of 
came from the west of Europe, and was of a different 
origin and form. The last Moorish throue in Granada 
had fallen in the fifteenth centuiy, and the false faith 
of the Samcenbad Anally succumbed before the foi'tunea 
of Christianity. But the Gospel was still new, and but 
imperfectly established in this youngest of Christian 
kingdoms, and in the confused mixture of heterogene- 
ous laws and manners, the religions had become mixed. 
It is true, the sword of persecution had driven many 
thousand families to Africa; but a fiir larger portion, 
detained by the loie of climate and home, purchased 
remission from this dreadful necessity by a show of con- 
version, and continued at Christian altars to serve Mo- 
hammed and Moses. So long as prayei's were offered 
toward Mecca, Granada was not subdued ; so long as 
the new Christian, in the retirement of his house, be- 
came again a Jew or a Moslem, he was as little secured 
to the throne ns to tlie Romish See. It was no longer 
deemed sufficient to compel a perverse people to adopt 
the exterior forms of a new faith, or to wed it to the 
TictoriousChurchby the weak bunds of ceremonials; the 
object was now to e>:tirpate the roots of an old religion, 
and to subdue an obstinate bias, which, by the slow 
operation of cehturies, had been implanted ill tlieir 
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Thus arose that Inquisition which, to dis- 
tinguish it from the more humane tribunals of the same 
name, we usually call the Spanish. Its founder was 
Cardinal Ximenas, a Dominican monk. Torquomada 
was the first who ascended its bloody throne, who es- 
tablished its statutes, and forever cursed his order with 
this bequest. Sworn to the degradation of the under- 
standing, and the murder of intellect, the instruments 
it employed were terror and infamy. Eveiy evil pas- 
sion was in its pay ; its snare was set in eveiy joy of 
life. Solitude itself was not safe from it ; the fear of 
its omnipresence fettered the fi'eedom of the soul in its 
inmost and deepest recesses. It prostrated all the in- 
stincts of human nature before it, yielded all the ties 
which otherwise man held most sacred. A heretic for- 
feited all claims upon his race ; the most trivial infidelity 
to his Mother Chui'ch divested him of the rights of his 
nature. A modest doubt in the infallibility of the Pope 
met with the punishment of pan'icide and the infamy of 
sodomy; its sentences resembled the frightful coiTup- 
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tion of the plague, which turns the most healthy body 
into rapid putrefactioD. Even the jimnimate things be- 
lougiug to a heretic were accursed : no destiny could 
snatch the victim of the Inquisition from its sentence. 
Its decrees were carried in force on corpses and on pic- 
tures ; and the grave itself was no asylum from its tre- 
mendous ann. The presumptuous arrogance of its 
decrees could only be surpassed by the inhumanity 
which executed them. By coupling the ludicrous with 
the terrible, and by amusing the eye with the strange- 
ness of its processions, it weakened compassion by the 
gratification of another feeling ; it drowned sympathy in 
derision and contempt. The delinquent was conducted 
with solemn pomp to the place of execution, a b!ood-red 
flag was displayed before him, the universal clang of all 
the bells accompanied the procession. First came the 
priests in the robes of the mass, and singing a sacred 
hymo; nexffollowed the condemned sinner, clothed in 
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were reserved in the prisons of the holy houae, m order 
to enhance the rejoicing by the multitude of the victims ; 
and on these occasions the king himself was usually pres* 
ent. He sat with uncovered head, on a lower chair than 
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that of the gi-Hnd inqoisitor, to whom on such o 

he yielded precedence: who, then, would not tremble 

before a tribuilFil at which majesly must humble itself? 

The great revolution in the Church accomplished by 
Luther and Cnlvin renewed the causes to which this 
tiibunal owed Ita first origin ; and that which, at its com- 
mencement, wns invented to clear the petty kingdom 
of Granada fi'om tlie feeble remnant of Saracens and 
Jews, was now required for ihe whole of Christendom. 
All the inquisitions in Portugal, Italy, Germany, and 
France adopted the form of the Spanish ; it followed 
Europeans to the Indies, and established in Goa a fear- 
ful tribunal, whose inhuman proceedings make us shud- 
der even at the bare recital. Wherever it planted its 
foot devastation followed ; but in no part of the world 
did it rage so violently oa in Spain. The victims are 
forgotten whom it immolated ; tiie hnman^ race renews 
itself, and the lands, too, flourish again, whichit has 
devastated and depopulated by its funr ; but centuries 
will elapse before its traces disappear n^m the Spanish 
character. A generous and enlightened nation has been 
stopped bj it on its road to perfection ; it has banished 
genius fivm a region where it was indigenous ; and a 
stillness, like that which hangs over the grave, has been 
left in the mind of a people who, beyond most others of 
our world, were framed for happiness and enjoyment. 

The first inquisitor in Brabant was appointed by 
Charles V., in the year 1523. Some priests were as- 
sociated widi him as coadjutors ; but be himself was a 
layman. After the death of Adrian VI., his successor, 
Clement VII., appointed three inquisitors for all the 
Netherlands ; and Paul 111. again reduced thew to two, 
which number continued until the commencement of 
the ti'oubles. In the year 1530, with the aid and ap- 
probation of the stales, the edicts against heretics were 
promulgated, whlr.h formed the foundation of all that 
followed, and in which, also, express mention is made of 
the Inquisition. In the year 1550, in consequence of 
the rapid increase of sects, Charles V. wns under the 
necessity of reviving and enforcing these edicts, and it 
was on tliis occasion that ihe town of Antwerp opposed 
the establishment of the Inqubition, and obtained an 
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exemption from its junedictioii But iJic spirit of the 
Inquisition in the NPlherlnniU in Hcconlance with the 
genius of (he country, was moie humane than in Spain, 
and, US yet, had never been udministered by a foreigner, 
much less by a Dotniuicao The edicts which were 
known to every body, served it aa the rule of its deci- 
sions. On this very Recount it was less obnoxious ; be- 
caoae, however severe its sentence, it did not appear a 
tool of arbitraiy power, and it did not, like the Spanish 
Inquisition, veil itself in secrecy. 

Philip, however, was desirous of introducing the lat- 
ter tribunal into the Netherlands, since it appeared to 
him the instiument best adapted to destroy the spirit of 
this people, and to prepare them for a despotic govern- 
ment. He began, therefore, by increasing the rigor of 
the religious ordinances of his father; by gradually ex- 
tending the power of the inquisitors ; by making its pro- 
ceedings more arbitrary, and more independent of the 
civil jurisdiction. The tribunal soon wanted little more 
than the name and the Dominicans, to resemble, in every 
point, the Spanish Inquisition. Bare suspicion was 
enough to snatch a citizen from the bosom of public 
tt^nquillity, and from his domestic circle ; and tlie weak- 
est evidence was a sufRcient justification for the use of 
the rack. Whoever fell into its abyss, retiu-ned nomoro 
to the world. All the benefits of the Inws ceased for 
him; the maternal care ofjusticenolonger noticed him; 
beyond the pale of his former world, malice and stupid- 
ity judged him according to laws which were never in- 
t»nded for man. The delinquent never knew his ac- 
cuser, and very seldom his crime — a flagitious, devilish 
artifice, which constrained the unhappy victim to guess 
at his error, and, in the delirium of the rack, or in the 
weariness of a long, living interment, to actnowledge 
transgressions which perhaps had never been committed, 
or, at least, had never come to the knowledge of his 
judges. The goods of the condemned were confiscated, 
and the informer encouraged by lettere of grace and re- 
wards. No privilege, no civil jurisdiction, was valid 
against the holy power ; the secular ai'm lost forever all 
whom that power had onco touched. Its only share in 
the judicial duties of ilie latter, was to execute its sen 
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tences with humble submissiveness. The consequences 
of such BD instilution were, of necsBBity, unoatural and 
horrible : the whole temjiorai happiness, the life itself, 
of an innocent man, was at the mercy of any worthless 
fellow. Every secret eneniy, every envious person, had 
now the perilous temptation of an unseen and unfaihng 
revenge. The security of property, the sincerity of in- 
tercourse, were gone ; oil the ties of interest were dis- 
solved; ail of blood and of nifection were irreparably 
broken. An infectious distrust envenomed social life j 
the dreaded presence of a spy terrified the eye from 
seeing, and choked the voice in the midst of utterance. 
No one believed in the existence of an honest man, or 
passed for one himself Good name, the ties of country, 
brotheihood, even oaths, and all that man holds sacred, 
were fallen in estimation. Such was the destiny to 
which a great and flourishing commercial town was sub- 
jected, where one hundred thousand industrious men 
had been brought higether by the single tie of mutual 
confidence ; every one indispensable to his neighbor, and 
yet eveiy one was now distrusted and distrustful ; all 
attracted by the desire of gain, and repelled from each 
other by fear ; all the props of society torn nway. 
where social union was the basis of life and e ' 



THE nethekla:nds. 
No wonder if so unnatural a tribunal, which had 
proved intolerable even to Che more submissive spirit of 
the Spaiiiard, drove a free state to rebellion. But the 
terror which it inspired was increased by the Spanish 
troops, which, even after the restoration of pence, were 
kept in the country, and, in violation of the constitution, 
garrisoned border towns. Charles V. had been forgiven 
tor this introduction of foreign armies, so long as the 
necessity of it was evident, and his good intentions were 
less distrusted. But now men saw in these troops only 
the alarming preparations of oppression, and the instru- 
ments of a detested hierarchy. Moreover, a consid- 
erable body of cavalry, composed of natives, and fully 
adequate for the protection of the country, made these 
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foreigners superfluous. The licentiousness and rapaci- 
ty, too, of the SpaniBTds, whose pay wbs long in arrear, 
and who indemnified themselves at the expense ot the 
citizens, completed the exasperation of the people, and 
drove the lower orders W despair. Subsequently, when 
the general murmur induced the government to move 
them from the frontiers, and transport them into the 
islands of Zealand, where ships were prepared for their 
deportation, their excesses were carried to such a pitch, 
that the inhabitants left oft' working at the embankments, 
and preferred to abandon their native country to the 
fury of the sea, rather than to submit any longer to the 
wanton brutality of these lawless bands. 

Philip, indeed, would have wished to retain these 
Spaniards in the country, in order, by their presence, to 
give weight to his edicts, and to support the innovauons 
which he had resolved to make in the constitution of 
the Netherlands. He regarded them as a gua.ranty 
for the submission of the nation, and as a cham by 
which he held it captive. Accordingly he lelt no ex- 
pedient unti'ied to evade the persevering importunity 
of the states, who demanded the withdrawal of these 
troops ; and for this end, he exhaasted all the resources 
of chicanery and pei-suasion. At one time he pretend- 
ed to dread a sudden invasion by France, although, torn 
by furious factions, that country could scarce support 
itself against a domestic enemy; at another time they 
were, he said, to receive his son Don Carlos, on the 
frontiers ■ who, however, he never intended should 
leave Castile. Their maintenance should not he a bur- 
den U) the nation ; he himself would disburse aU their 
expenses from his private purse. In order lo detain 
them with the more appearance of reason, he purpose- 
ly kept back from them their arrears of pay ; lor oth- 
erwse he would assuredly have preferred them to the 
troops of the country, whose demands he fuUy satisfied. 
To lull the feai's of the natjon, and to appease the gen- 
eral discontent, he oflered the chief command oi these 
troops to the two fiivorites of the people, the Pnnce of 
Orange, and Count Egmont. Both, however, dechned 
his ofter, with the noble-minded declaration, that they 
could never make up their minds to serve contrary to 
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tlie laws of the country. The more desire the king 
showed to have his Spaniards ia the countiy, the more 
obstinately the states insisted on their removal. In 
the fullowing Diet at Ghent, he was compelled, in the 
very midst of hia courtiers, to listen to republican truth. 
" Why are foreign hands needed for our defense t" de- 
manded the Syndic of Ghent. " Is it that the rest of 
the world should consider us too stupid, or too cowardlj, 
to protect ourselves ? Why have we made peace, if thj 
burdens of war are still to oppress us 1 In war, neces- 
si^ enforced endurance ; in poaco, our patience ia ex 
hausted by its burdens. Or shall we he ajle ti kee;> 
in order these licentioua bands, which thine oivn pres- 
ence could not restrain ] Here, Cambray and A.ntwer_* 
ciy for redress; there, Thionville and Marienbnrg lia 
waste ; and, surely, thou hast not bestowed upon r > 
peace, that our cities should become deserts, as th- 
necessarily must if thou freest them not from these de- 
stroyers ? Perhaps thou art anxious to guard against 
surprise from our neighbors? This piecaution is wise; 
but the report of their preparations will long outrun 
theii' hostilities, "Why incur a heavy expense to en- 
gage foreigners, who will not care for a country which 
they must leave to-morrow ? Hast thou not atilt at thy 
command the same brave Netherlanders, k> whom thy 
father intiusted the republic in far more troubled 
times? Why shouldst thou now doubt their loyally, 
which, to thy ancestors, they have preserved for so 
many centmies inviolate ? Will not they be sufficient 
to sustain the war long enough, to give time to thy con- 
federates to join their banners, or to thyself to send suc- 
cor from the neighboring country?" This language 
was too new to the king, and its truth toe obvious, &t 
him to be able at once to reply to it. ■' I, also, am a 
fereigner," he at length exclaimed, " and they would 
like, I auppose, to expel me from the countiy !" At 
the same time be descended from the throne, and left 
the assembly; but the speaker was pardoned for his 
boldness. Two days afterward, he sent a message to 
the states, that if he had been apprised earlier that 
these troops were a burden to them, he would immedi- 
ateiy have made preparation to I'emove litem, with him- 
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self, to Sjiain. Now it was too Jale, for theyWould not 
depart unpaid; btit ho pledged them his most sacred 
promise, that they should not be oppressed with this 
burden more than four months. Neveitheless, the 
troops remained in thiscountry eighteen months instead 
of four ; and would not, peihnps, even then have left it 
so soon, if the exigences of the state had not made 
Iheir pi'esence indispensable in another part of the 

The illegal appointment of foreign eis to the most im- 
portant offices of the country afforded further occasion 
of complaint against the government. Of all the priv- 
ileges of the provinces, none was ao obnoxious to the 
Spaniards as that which excluded strangers from office, 
and none they hnd so zealously sought to abrogate. It- 
aly, the two Indies, and all the provinces of this vast 
empire, were indeed open to tlieir rapacity and ambi- 
tion ; but from the richest of them all, an inexorable 
ftindaraental law excluded them. They artfully persua- 
ded iJieir sovereign that his power in these countries 
would never be firmly established, so long as he could 
cat employ foreigners as his Instrument. The Bishop 
of Arras, a Burgundian by birth, had ah^ady been ille- 
gally forced upon the Flemings ; and now the Count of 
Peria, a Cnstilian, was to receive a seat and voice in the 
council of state. But this attempt met with a bolder 
resistance than the king's tlattei-ers had led him to 
expect, and his despotic omnipotence was this time 
wrecked by the politic measures of William of Orange, 
and the firmness of the states. 



By such measures did Philip usher in his government 
of the Netherlands, and such were the giievances of the 
nation when he was preparing to leave them. He had 
long been impatient to quit a country whei'o he was a 
stranger, where there was ao much that opposed his 
secret wishes, and where his despotic mind found such 
undaunted monitors to remind him of the laws of free- 
dom. The peace with France at last rendered a longer 
slay unnecessary ; the armaments of Soliman required 
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his presence in tiie south, and the Spaninrds nlso began 
to miaa their long absent king. The choice of a su- 
preme stadtholder for the Netherlands was the principal 
matter which still detained him. Emanuel Philibert, 
Duke of Savoy, had filled this place since the resignation 
of Mary, Queen of Hungaiy, which, however, so long 
as the king himself waspreaent, conferred more honor 
than real inauence. His absence would make it the 
moat important office in the monarchy, and the moat 
splendid aim for the ambition of a subject. It had now 
become vacant thi-ongh the departure of the duke, whom 
the peace of Chateau-Cambresis had restored to his do- 
minions. The almost unlimited power with which the 
supreme stadtholder would be inrtusted, the capacity 
and experience which so extensive and delicate an ap- 
pointment required, but especially, the daring designs 
which the government had in contemplation a^itist the 
freedom of the country, the execution of which would 
devolve on him, necessarily embarrassed the choice. 
The law which excluded all foreigners from office made 
an Bxceptiou in the case of the supreme stadtholder. As 
he could not be at the same time a native of all the prov- 
inces, it was allowable for him not to belong to any one 
of them ; for the jealousy of the man of Brnbflnt would 
concede no greater right to a Fleming, whose homo was 
half-a-mile from his frontier, than to a Sicilian, who 
lived in another soil and under a dilFerent sky. But 
here the interests of the crown itself seemed to favor 
the appointment of a native. A Brabanter, for instance, 
who enjoyed the full confidence of his countrymen, if 
he became a traitor, would have half-accomplished his 
treason before a foreign governor could overcome the 
mistrust with which his most insignificant measures 
would be wBlched. If the government should succeed 
in carrying through its designs in one province, the op- 
position of the rest would then be a temerity which it 
would be justified in punishing in the severest manner. 
In the common whole which the provinces now formed, 
their individual constitutions were, in a measure, de- 
stroyed ; the obedience of one would be a law for all, 
and the privilege which one knew not how to preserve. 
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Among the Flemish Eoblea, who conld lay claim to the 
chief stadtfaoldorsbip, the expectations and wishes of 
the DHtion were divided between Count Egmonl and the 
Prince of Orange, who were alike entitled to this high 
digni^ — by ilhistrious birth aod peisonal merits, and by 
an equal share in the affections of the people. Their 
high rank placed thera both Dear to the throne, and if 
the choice of the monarch was to rest on the worthiest, 
it must necessarily fall upon one of these two. As, in 
the course of our history, we shall often have occasion 
to mention both names, the attention of the reader can 
not be too early made acquainted with their characters. 

William t., Prince of Orange, was descended from the 
princely German House of Nassau, which had already 
flourished eight centurieS; had long disputed the preSra- 
inence with Austria, and had given one emperor to Ger 
many. Beside sevei'al extensive domains in the Neth- 
erlands, which made him a citizen of this republic and 
a vassal of the Spanish monarchy, he possessed also in 
France the independent princedom of Orange, William 
was born in the year J533, at Dillenburg, in the coun- 
tiy of Nassau, of a Countess Stolberg. His father, the 
Count of Nassau, of the same name, had embraced the 
Protesteut religioa, and caused his son also to be educa- 
ted in it; but Chai'les V., who early formed an attach- 
ment for the boy, took hlra, wheo quite young, to his 
court, and had him brought np in the Komish church. 
This monareh, who already in the child discovered the 
future giCRtoess of the man, kept him nine years about 
his person, thought him worthy of his personal instruc 
tion in the affairs of government, and honored him with 
a confidence beyond his years. He alone was permit- 
ted to remain in the emperor's presence, when he gave 
audience to foreign ambassadors — a proof that, even as 
a boy, he had already begun to merit the surname of the 
Silent. The emperor was not ashamed even to confess 
openly on one occasion, that this young man had often 
mnde suggestions which would have escaped his own 
sagacity. What expectations might not be formed of 
the intellect of a man who was disciplined in such a 
school! 

William was twenty-three years old when Charles 
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the latter two public marks of ihe highest esteem. The 
emperar had intrusted to him, id preference to oil the 
nobles of his court, the honomble office of conveying to 
hia brother Ferdinand the imperial crown. When the 
Duke of Savoy, who commanded the iinperia! army in 
the Netherlands, was called away to Italy by the exi- 
gence of his domestic affairs, the emperor appointed him 
commander-in-chief, against the united representations 
of his niilita.ry council, who declared it altogether haz- 
ardoua to oppose so young a tyro in arms to the expe- 
rienced generals of France. Absent and unrecom- 
mended by any, he was preferred by the monarch to 
the laurel-crowned band of his heroes, and the result 
gave liim no cause t« repent of his choice. 

The marked favor which the prince had enjoyed with 
the father was, m itself, a sufficient ground for his ex- 
clusion from the confidence of the son. Philip, it ap- 
pears, had laid it down for himself as a rule, to avenge 
the wrongs of the Spanish nobility, for the preference 
which Charles V. had, on all important occasions, shown 
to his Flemish nobles. Still stronger, however, were 
the secret motives which alienated him from the prince. 
"William of Orange was one of those lean and pale men 
who, according to Cesar's words, "sleep not at night, 
and think too much," and before whom the most fearless 
spirits quail. The calm tranquillity of a never varying 
countenance concealed a busy, ardent soul, which never 
ruffled even the veil behind which it worked, and was 
alike inaccessible to artifice and to love ; a versatile, for- 
midable, indefatigable mind, soft and ductile enough 
to be instantaneously molded into all forms ; guarded 
enough to lose itself in none ; and strong enough to en- 
dure every vicissitude of fortune. A. greater master in 
reading and in winning men's hearts never existed than 
William. Not that after the fashion of courts, his lips 
avowed a servility to which his proud heart gave the lie, 
but because he was neither too sparing nor too lavish of 
the marks of his esteem, and through a skillful economy 
of the favors which mostly bind men, he increased bis 
real stock in them. The fruits of his meditation were 
as perfect as they were slowly formed ; his resolves 
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were as steadily and iudounitably accomplishecl, as thej 
were long in maturing. No obstacies could defeat Ihe 
plan which he had once adopted as the best; no acci- 
denls frustrated it, for they all had been foreseeji be- 
foi'e they actnally occurred. High as his feelings were 
raised above terror and joy, they were, neveitheless, 
subject in the same degree to fear; but his fear was 
earlier than the danger, and he was culm in tumult, be- 
cause he had trembled m repose. William lavished his 
gold with a profuse hand, but he was a niggard of bis 
moments. The hours of repast were the sole hours 
of relaxation, but these were exclusively deroled to his 
heart, his family, and his friends : this the modest de- 
duction he allowed himself from the cares of his coun- 
try. Here his brow was cleared with wine, seasoned 
by tempei'ance and a cheerful disposition; and no se- 
rious cares were permitted to enter this recess of en- 
joyment. His household was magnificent ; the splendor 
of a numerous retinue, the number and respectnbilily of 
those who surrounded his person, made his habitation 
resemble the court of a sovereign prince. A sumptuous 
hospitality, that master-spell of demagogues, was the 
goddess of his palace. Foreign princes and ambnssa- 
dors found here a fitting reception and entertainment, 
which surpassed all that luxurious Belgium could else- 
where oiTer. A humble submisaiveness to the govern- 
ment bought off the blame and suspicion which this mu- 
nificence might have thrown on bis intentions. But this 
liberality secured for him the affections of the people, 
whom nothing gintified so much as to see the riches of 
their country displayed before admiring foreigners, and 
the high pinnacle of fortune on which he stood, enhan- 
ced the value of the courtesy to which he condescended. 
No one, probably, was better fitted by nature for the 
leader of a conspiracy than William the Silent- A com- 
prehensive and intuitive glance into the past, the pres- 
ent, and the future — the talent for improving every fa- 
voralile opportuni^ — a commanding intiuence over the 
minds of men — vast schemes which, only when viewed 
from a distance, show form and symmetry, and bold cal- 
culutioiiS, which were wound up in tlie long cliuin of 
futurity : all these faculties he possessed, and kept, 
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moreover, under the contiol of ihiit free mid enlighteoed 
virtue, which moves witli lirm ste]), even on llie vei^ 
edge of the iibysa. 

A mao like this might, at other times, have remained 
tiDfathomed by his whole geneiiition ; but not so by the 
(listniali'ul spirit of the age in which he hved. Philip 
n. saw quickly and deeply into a characlev, which, 
among good cues, most resembled hlsown. If he had no*- 
seen through him so clearly, his disti-ust of a man, in 
whom weie united all the qualities which he priaed high- 
est and could best appreciate, would be quite inexplii;«ble. 
But William had another and still more important point 
of contact with Philip 11. He hiid leai-ned his policv 
from the same master, and had become, it was to n^ 
feared, a more apt scholar. Not by making iMachiavel- 
li's •' Prince" hie study, but by having enjoyed the living 
instruction of a monarch, who reduced the book to prac- 
tice, had he become versed in the perilous arts by which 
thrones rise and fall. In him, Philip bad to deal with 
an antagonist who was armed against his policy, and 
who, ill a good cause, could also command the resources 
of a bad one. And it was exactly this last circumstance 
which accounts for his having hated tliis man so impht- 
cably above all others of his day, and his having had so 
supernatural a dread of him. 

The suspicion which already attached to the prince, 
was increased by the doubts which were enteitained of 
his religious bias. So long as the emperor, his bene- 
iact«r, lived, William believed in the Pope ; but it was 
feared, with good gi-ound, that the predilection for the 
reformed religion, which had been imparted to his 
young heart, had never entirely left if. Whatever church 
he may, at certain periods of his life, have preferred, 
each might console itself with the reflection that none 
other possessed him more entirely. In later years, he 
went over to Calvinism with almost as little scruple as 
in his early childhood he deserted the Lutherai. pro- 
fession for the Romish. He defended the rights iif the 
Protestants, rather than their opinions, against ^(laoish 
oppx'*»ssion : not their faith, but their wrongs, had made 
biui their brother. 

These general gi'ounds for suspicion appeared to be 
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Justified by » discovety of his teal ioteii lions, which nc- 
cident had made. William had I'eranined io France as 
hostage for the peace of Chuteau-Cambresb, in con- 
cluding which he had borne a part; and h«re, through 
the imprudence of Henry II., who imagined he spoke 
with the confidant of the King of Spain, he became 
acquainted with a secret plot, which the French and 
Spanish courts liad formed against FroCestnnta of both 
kingdoms. The prince hastened to communicate this 
important discovery to his fdends in Brussels, whom it 
80 nearly concerned, and the letters which lie exchanged 
on the subject fell, unfortunately, into the hands of the 
King of Spain. Philip was less surprised at this deci- 
sive disclosui'e of William's sentiments, than incensed 
at the disappointment of his scheme ; and the Spanish 
□obles, who had never foi'given ihe prince that moment, 
when, in the last act of his lilb. the greatest of emperors 
leaned upon his shoulders, did not neglect this favorable 
opportunity of finally ruining, in the good opinion of 
their king, the betrayer of n state secret. 

Of a lineage no less noble than that of William, was 
Lamoral, Count Egmont and Prince of Gavre, a de- 
scendant of the dukes of Gueldres, whose martin 
courage had wearied out the arms of Austria. His 
family was highly distinguished in the annals of the 
country : one of his ancestoi'a had, under Maximilian, 
ah;eady filled the office of stadtholder over Holland. 
Egmont's mairiage with ihe Duchess Sabina of Bavaria 
reliec1«d additional luster on the splendor of his biith, 
and made him powerful thraugh the greatness of this 
alliance. Chailes V. Iiad, in Ihe year 1516, conferred 
on him, at Utrecht, the order of the Golden Fleece ; the 
wars of this empei*or wei-e the school of his military 
genius, and ttie battles of St. Quentin and Gi-avelines 
made him the hero of his age. Every blessing of peace, 
for which a comniereial people feel the most giateful, 
brought to mind tlie remembrance of the victory by 
which it was accelerated, and Flemish pride, like a fond 
mother, exulted over the illustrious son of their eountiy, 
who had filled all Europe with admirntion. Nine chil- 
dren who gi'ew up under the eyes of their fellow-citizens, 
muliiplied and drew closer the ties between him and his 
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fatherfeml, nai the people's grateful affection for tho 
father wns kept nlive by thft sight of those who were 
dearest to him. Every appearance of Egmont in public 
WfiS a triniQpha! procession ; every eye which was fast- 
ened upon him recounted his history ; his deeds lived in 
tbe plnuditsof his companions in nrins; at tlie games of 
chivalry, mothers poioted him out to their children. 
Affiibility, a noble and couiteous demeanor, the amiable 
virtaea of chivalry, adorned nnd graced his merits. His 
liberal soul shone forth on his open brow; his frank- 
heartedness managed his secrets, no better than his be- 
Devolenee did liis estate, and a thought was no sooner 
his, than it wns the property of all. His religion was 
gentle and humane, but notvery enlightened,' because it 
derived its light fi'oin the heart, and not from his under- 
standing. Egmont possessed more of conscience than 
of fixed principles ; his bead had not given him a cod» 
of its own, but had merely learned it by rote ; the mere 
name of an action, therefore, was often with him suffi- 
cient for its condemnation. In his judgment, men were 
wholly bad or wholly good, and had either nothing bad 
or notliing good : in this system of morals, there wns no 
middle term between vice and virtue ; and coosequently 
a single good trait often decided his opinion of men. 
Egmont united all the eminent qualities which form the 
hero : be was a better soldier than the Priace of Orange, 
but far inferior to him as a statesman ; the latiei- saw 
the world as it really was ; Egmont viewed it in tJie 
magic mirror of an imagination, that enibdlished all that 
it redected. Men, whom fortune has surprised with » 
reward, for which they can find no adequate giound in 
their actions, are, for the most part, very apt to forget 
the necessary connection between cause and effect, and 
to insert in tite natural consequences of things a higher 
miraculous power, to which, as Ciesar to his fortune, 
they Rt last insanely trust Such a character was Eg- 
mont. Intoxicated with the idea of his own merits, 
which the love and gratitude of his fellow-citizens had 
exaggerated, he staggered on in this sweet reverie, as in 
a delightful world of dreams. He feared not, because 
he trusted lo the deceitful pledge which destiny had 
given him of her facor. in the general loveof thepeopley 
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and he believed in its justice, because he himself was 
prosperous. Even the most terrible experience of Span- 
ish perfidy could uot aiVerward eradicate this cuniidetice 
from his soul, and on the scaffold itself, his latest feeling 
was hope. A tender fear for his family kept his patri- 
otic courage fettered by lower duties. Because he 
trembled for propeity and life, he could not veutui'e 
much for the republic. William of Orange broke with 
the throne, because its arbitraiy power was offensive 
to hia pride ; Egmont was voin, and therefore valued 
tlie favors of the monarch. Tbe former was a citiKcn 
ofthe world; Egmont had ue('er been more than a Flem- 
ing. 

Philip II. still stood indebted to the hei'o of St. Quen- 
lin, and the supreme stadtholdershipof theNetherlni'ds 
appeared the only appropriate I'ewnrd for such great 
seiTices. Birth and higli station, the voice ofthe nation 
and personal abilities, spoke as loudly for Egmont as for 
Orange ; and if the latter was to be passed by, it seemed 
that tbe former alone could supplant him. 

Two such coHipetitoi's, so equal in merit, might have 
embarrassed Philip in his choice, if he had ever serious- 
ly thought of selecting either of them for the appoint- 
ment. But the preeminent qualities by which they 
supported their claim to this office, were the very cause 
of Uieir rejection ; and it was precisely the ardent de- 
sire of the nation for their election to it, that irrevoca- 
bly annulled their title to the appointment. Philip's 
purpose would not be answered by a stadtholder in the 
Netherlands, who could command the good-will and 
the energies of the people. Egfnont's descent from the 
Duke of Gueldres, made him an hereditary foe of the 
House of Spain, and It seemed impolitic to place the 
supreme power in the bands of a man, to whom tbe idea 
might occur, of revenging on the son of the oppres- 
sor, the opjiression of his ancestor. The slight put on 
iheir favorites could give no just offense either to the 
nation or to themselves, for it might be pretended that 
the king passed over both, because he would not show 
a preference to either. 

The disappointment of his hopes of gaining the regen- 
cy did not deprive the Prince of Orange of all expecta- 
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tion of estnblishing, more flruily, his inflnence iq the 
Netherlands. Among theothetcandidatea for tilts office, 
was also Christina, Duchess of Lorraine, and aunt of the 
king, who, as mediatrix of the peace of Chntenu-Cara- 
bi'esis, had I'endered important service to the crown. 
WiliiHtn aimed at the hand of her daughter, and he 
hoped to promote his suit by actively interposing his 
good offers for the mother ; but he did not reflect that, 
through this very intercession, he ruined her cause. The 
Duchess Christina was rejected, not so much for the 
reason alledged, because the dependence of her territo- 
ries on France made her an object of suspicion to the 
Spanish court, as because she was acceptHble to the 
people of the Nethei'lands and the Prince of Orarige. 



While the general expectation was on the sti'etch, aa 
to whom the future destinies of the provinces vfould be 
committed, there appeared on the frontiers of the coun- 
try the Duchess Margaret of Parma, having been sum- 
moned by the king fivta Italy, to assume the govern- 

Margaret was a natural daughter of Chai'les V. and of 
a noble Flemish lady, named Vangeest, and born 1529. 
Out of regard for the honor of her mother's house, she 
was at first educated in obscm'ity ; but her mother, who 
possessed more vanity than honor, was not very anxious 
to preserve the secret of her origin, and a prbcely ed- 
ucation betrayed the daughter of the empeior. While 
yet a child, ^e was intrusted to the Regent Margaret, 
her great aunt, to be brought up at Brussels, under her 
eye. This guardian she lost in her eighth year, and the 
care of her education devolved on Queen Mary of Hun- 
gry, the successor of Margaret in the regency. Her fa- 
uier had already affianced her, while yet in her fourth 
year, to a Prince of FeiTara ; but this alliance being sub- 
sequently dissolved, she was betrothed to Alexander de 
iVledicis, tlie new Duke of Florence, which maniaga 
was. after the victorious return of the emperor from Af ■ 
rictt, actually consummated inNapies. In the first yearof 
this unfortunate union, a violent death removed from her 
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a husband who coaM Dot love hei', nnd for the tliii*d time 
bet hand was diiiposed of to serve the policy of her fa- 
iher. Octavius Farneae, a prince of thiiteen years of 
age. and nephew of Paul HI., cbtaliied, with herpersoD, 
the iJuobies of Panna and Piaceazanshei' portion. Thus, 
bj a strange destiny, Margaret, at die age of maturity, was 
contracted to a boy, as in tbe yeai's of infaacy she had 
bean soli) l« a rrion. Her disposltioD, which was any thing 
but fti mini ne, made this last alliance sriU moi'e unnatural, 
for faei' taste and Juclintitions were miisculine, and the 
whole tenor of her life belibd her sex. After the exam- 
ple of her instructress, the Queen of Hungary, and her 
greatauDt, the Duchess Mniyof Burguudy, whomether 
death in this fitvorite sport, she was passionately food 
of bunting, and had acquired in this puvsult such bodily 
vigor, that few men were better able to undergo its hard- 
ships and fatigues. 

Her gait itself was so devoid of gi'ace, that one was fiir 
more tempted to take hev for a disguised nmn than for 
a masculine woman ; and Nature, whom she had deiid- 
ed by thus ti'ansgressing the limits of her sex, revenged 
itself finally upon her by a disease peculiar te men^the 
gout. 

These unusual qualities were crowned by a monkish 
snperstilion, which was infused into her mind by Igna- 
tius Loyota, her confessor and teacher. Among the 
ehariCable works and penances with which she mortified 
her vani^, one of the most remarkable was, that during 
Passion-Week, she yearly washed, with her own hands, 
the feet of a number of poor men (who were must strict' 
ly forbidden to cleanse themselves beforehand), waited 
on them at table like a servant, and sent tiiem away 
with rich presents. 

Nothing more is requisite than this Inst feature in her 
character, to account for the preference which the king 
gave her over oil her rivals ; but his choice was at the 
same time justified by excellent reasons of state. Marga- 
ret was bom and also educated in the Netherlands. She 
had spent her eiirly youth among the people, and had 
acquired much of their national mannei-s. Two regents 
(Duchess Margaret, and Queen iVLiry of Hungary), un- 
der whose eyes she had grown up, had gradually initaa- 
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he \\m about to use against them, would cut more geu- 
tly, if wielded by the hands of a woman. Some regard 
for hia father, who at the time was still living, and 
was much attached to Margai'et, may hare, in a measure, 
as it is asseited. influenced this choice ; as it is also pivb- 
alle that the kiug wished to oblige the Dwke of Parma, 
through this maik of attention to his wife, and thus to 
compensate for denying a request, which he was just 
then compelled to refuse hitn. As the teiTitories of the 
duchess were sun'ounded by Philip's Italian Stales, and 
at all times exposed to his arms, he could, with the less 
danger, intrust the supreme power into .her hands. For 
his full security, her son, Alexander Parnese. was to 
remain at his court as a pledge for her loyalty. All 
these reasons were alone sufficiently weighty to turn the 
king's decision in her favor ; but they became irresist- 
ible, when supported by the Bishop of Arras and ihe 
Duke of Alva. The latter, as it appears, because he 
hated or envied all the other competitors ; the ttirmer, 
because even then, in all probability, he anticipated, from 
the wavering disposition of this princess, abundant grat- 
ification for his ambition. 

Philip received the new regent on the fi-ontieis with a 
splendid cortege, and conducted her with magnificent 
pomp to Ohent, where the States General had been 
convoked. As he did not intend to return soon to the 
Netherlands, he desired, before he left them, to gratify 
the nation foi' once, by holding a solemn diet, and thus 
giving a solemn sanction and the force of taw to his pre- 
vious regulations. For the last time he showed himself 
to his Netherlandish people, whose destinies were, from 
henceforth, to be dispensed from a mysterious distance. 
To enhance the splendor of this soleinn day, Philip in 
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vested eleven knights with the Order of the Golden 
Fleece, his sister being seated on a chair near himself, 
while he showed her to the nation as their future rnler. 
All the grievances of the people, tnuchiDg the edicts, the 
Inquisition, the detention of the SpaDisb troops, ihe 
tuxes, and the illegal introduction of foreigners into the 
offices and administration of the country, were brought 
foi-ward in this Diet, and were hotly discussed by both 
parties ; some of them were skillfully evaded, or appa- 
rently removed, others arbiti'arily repelled. As the 
king was unacqujunted with the language of the country, 
he addressed the nation through the mouth of the 
Bishop of AiTas, recounted to them, with vainglorious 
ostentation, all Ihe beneRls of his government, assured 
them of his favor for the future, and once more recom- 
mended to the states. In the most earnest manner, the 
preservation of the Catholic faith, and the extirpation 
of heresy. The Spanish troops, he promised, should 
in a few months evacuate the Netherlands, if only they 
would allow him time to recover from the numerous 
burdens of the last war, in order that he might be ena- 
bled to collect the means for paying the arrears of these 
troops ; the fundamental laws of the nation should re- 
main inviolate, the imposts should not be grievously 
burdensome, and the Inquisition should administer its 
duties with justice and moderation. In the choice of a 
supreme stadtholder, he added, he had especially con- 
sulted the wishes of the nation, and had decided for a 
native of the country, who had been brought up in their 
manners and customs, and was attached to them by a 
love to her native land. He exhorted them, therefore, 
to show their gratitude by honoring his choice, and 
obeying hie sister, the duchess, as himself. Should, he 
conclnded, unexpected obstacles oppose hia return, he 
would send in his place his son. Prince Charles, who 
should reside in Brussels. 

A few members of this assembly, more courageous 
than the rest, once more ventured on a final effort for 
liberty of conscience. Every people, they argued, ought 
to be treated according to their natural character, as 
every individual must in accordance to his bodily con- 
stitution. Thus, for example, the south may be con 
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sideied Jiappy under a certain degree of constraint, 
which would press iiitolernbly on the north. Never, 
they lidded, would the Flemings consent to a yoke un- 
der which, perhaps, the Spaniai-ds bowed with patience ; 
and i-atlier than submit to it, would they undergo any 
extremity, if it was songht to force such a yoke upon 
them. This remonstrance was snpporied by some of 
the king's connselorB, who strongly urged the policy of 
mitigating the rigor of religious edicts. But Philip re- 
mained inexorable. Better not reign at all, was his an- 
swer, than reign over hei-etics ! 

According to an arrangement already made by Charles 
v., tliree councils or chambers were added to the re- 
gent, to assist her. in the administration of state affairs. 
As long as Philip was himself present in the Nether- 
lands, these courts had lost much of their power, and 
the functions of the Bret of them, the state council, were 
almost etitirely suspended. Now, that he quitted the 
reins of government, they recovered their former im- 
portance. In the state council, which was to deliberate 
upon war and peace, and security against external foes, 
sat the Bishop of Arras, the Piince of Orange, Count 
Egraont, the President of the Privy Council, Viglius 
Van Zuichem, Van Aytta, and the Count of Barlaimont, 
President of the Chamber of Finance. All knights of 
the Gulden Fleece, all privy counselors, and counselors 
of final as I 1 m mb ' th gr 
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all letters of grace and pardon. The governments of 
the provinces, which had fallen vacant, were either filled 
up afresh, or the former governors were confirmed. 
Count Egmont received Flanders and Artois ; the 
Prince of Orange, Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, and West 
Friesland; the Count of Aremberg, East Friesland, 
Overyssei, and GrOningen; the Count of Mausfeld, 
Luxemburg; Barlaimont, Namur; the Marquis of Ber- 
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gen, Hainsuit, Chateau-Cambresis, and Valenciennes ; 
the Bai-oii of Montigny, Tournny and its dependencies. 
Other provinces were given to some who have less claim 
to our attention. Philip of Montmorency, Connt of 
Hoorn, who had been succeeded by the Count of Me- 
gen in the goveinment of tiueldres and ZOtphen, wna 
confirmed as admiral of the Belgian navy. Every gov- 
ernor of a province was, at the same time, a knight of 
the Golden Fleece, and member of the council of state. 
Each had, in the province over which be presided, the 
command of the military force which protected it, the 
superintendence of the civil udmini strati on and the judi- 
cature ; the governor of Flanders alone excepted, who 
was not allowed to interfere with the administration of 
justice. Brabant, alone, was placed under the imme- 
diate jurisdiction of the regent, who, according to cus- 
tom, chose Brussels for her constant residence. The 
induction of the Prince of Orange into his governments 
was, properly speaking, an infraction of the constitution, 
since he was a foreigner ; but several estates which he 
either himself possessed In the provinces, or managed 
as guardian of Ills son, his long residence in the country, 
and above all, the unlimited confidence the nation re- 
posed in him, gave him substantial claims in default of 
a real title of citizenship. 

The militaiy foi'ce of the Low Countries consisted, in 
itsfullcoinpl nfh !,adb Ap 
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It was for any great undertaking, it was, nevertheless, 
fully adequate for the maintenance of internal order 
Its courage had been approved in former wars, and the 
fame of its valor was diffused through the whole of 
Europe. In addition to this cavab^, it was also pro- 
posed to levy a body of infantiy, but, hitherto, the stjitea 
had refused their consent to it. Of foreign troops, ihere 
were still some Gennan regiments in the service, which 
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were weiliiig for their pay. The four thjus.and Span- 
isrdB^ re;-[)ecling whom so many complaints had been 
made, were under two Spanish generals, Mendo/a and 
Romero, and were in gai'rison in the fi'ontier towns. 

Among the Belgian nobles, whom Ihe king especially 
distinguished in these new appointments, tlie names of 
Count Egmont and William of Orange stand conspicu- 
ous. However inveterate his hatred was of both, and 
particulail^ of the latter, Philip, nevertheless, gave them 
these public marks of his favor, because his scheme of 
vengeance was not yet fully ripe, and the people were 
eDthasia.stio in their devotion to them. The estates of 
both were declared exempt from bixes, the most luci'B- 
tive governments were intrusted to them ; and by offer- 
ing them the command of the Spaniards, whom he left 
behind in the country, the king flattered themwith aconfi' 
dencewhichheWHsveryfarfromrenllyreposingin them. 
But at the very tjme, when he obliged the prince with 
these public marks of his esteem, he privately iuSicted 
the most cruel injury on him. Apprehensive lest an 
alliance with the powerful House of Lorraine might en- 
courage this suspected vassal to bolder measures, he 
thwarted the negotintion for a marriage between him 
and a princess of tliat family, and crushed his hopes on 
the very eve of their accomplishment ; an injury which 
the prince never forgave. Nay, his hatred to the prince 
on one occasion even got completely the better of his 
natural dissimulation, and seduced him into a step, in 
which we entirely lose -sight of Philip II. "When hi 
was about to embark at Flushing, and the nobles of th« 
countiy attended him to the sUoi'e, he so far forgot him- 
self as roughly to accost the prince, and openly to accuse 
bim of being the author of the Flemish tronbles. Ths 
prince answered, tetnpemtely, that what had happene.". 
had been done by the states of their own suggestion 
and on legitimate grounds. No, said Philip, seizing hig 
hand and shaking it violently, not the states, but yon! 
you I you ! The prince stood mute with astonjahiiient, 
and without waiting for the king's embarkation, wishs'" 
him a safe journey, and went back to the town. 

Thus the enmity, which William had long harbored 
in his breast against the oppressor of a irto people, wqb 
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now rendered irieconcHnble by privale hatred ; and this 
double incentive accelerated the great enterpi'ise, wbich 
tore from the Sjwoisii crown seveu of its brightest 
jewels. 

Philip had greatly deviated from his true character, 
m taking so gracious a leave of the Netherlands. The 
legal form of a diet, his promise to remove the Span- 
iards from the frontiers, the consideration of the popu- 
lar wL'ihes, which had led him tn till the most importaDt 
offices of the country wilh the favorites of the people, 
and finally the sacrifice which he made to the constitu- 
tion, in withdrawing the Count of Fetia from the coun- 
cil of state, were marks of condescension, of which his 
magnauimity was never again guilty. But, in fact, he 
never stood in greaterneedof the good-will of the states, 
that with their aid he might, if possible, clear off the 
great buiiJen of debt which was still attached to the 
Netherlands from the former war. He hoped, there- 
fore, by propitiating them through smaller sacrifices, to 
win approval of more important usurpations. He mark- 
ed his departure witli grace, for he knew in what hands 
he left them. The frightful scenes of death, which he 
intended for this unhappy people, were not to stain the 
splendor of majesty, which, like the Godhead, marks its 
course <inly with beneficence ; that terrible distinction 
was reserved for his representatives. The establish- 
ment of the council of state was, however, intended rath- 
er to flatter the vanity of the Belgian nobility, than to 
impart to them any real influence. The historian 
Strada (who drew his information with regard to the 
regent from her own papers) has preserved a few arti- 
cles of the secret instructions, which the Spanish min- 
istiy gave her. Among other things it is there staled, 
if she observed that the councils were divided by fac- 
tions, or, what would be far worse, prepared by private 
conferences before the session, and in league with one 
another, then she was to prorogue all the chambers and 
dispose arbitrarily of the disputed articles in a more se- 
lect council or committee. In this select committee, 
which was culled the Consulta, sat the Archbishop of 
Arras, the President Vigiius, and the Count of Barlai- 
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gent cases required a prompt derisioD. Had this nr- 
rnngeraent not been the wovk of an ai'bitiiiry deijioliam, 
it would pethnps have been justified by sound pohcy 
itnd republican liberty itself might haietolemtedit In 
great assemblies, where many piiiate iiteiests and 
passions cooperate, where a numerous audience pre 
sents BO great a temptation to the nn ty of the orator, 
and parties often assail one anothei with uiminnnerly 
warmth, a decree can seldom he passed ■» ith that so 
briety and mature deliberation which it the members 
are properly selected, a smaller body leadily admits of 
In ft numerous body of men, too there is we must 
suppose, a greater number of limited than ot enlighten 
ed intellects, who, through their equal right of lote tie 
quently tuin the majority on the side ot ignorance A 
second maxim which the regent was especially to ob 
serve, was, to select the very luembeis ot council who 
had voted against any decree, to cany it into execution 
By this means, not only TOould the people be kept in ig- 
norance of the originators of such a law, but the private 
quarrels also of the members would be restrained, and a 
greater freedom insured in voting in compliance vrith 
the wishes of the court. 

In spite of nil these piecautions, Philip would never 
have been able to leave the Netherlands with a quiet 
mind, so long as he knew that the chief power in the 
council of state, and the obedience of the piMviuces, 
were in the hands of the suspected nobles. In order, 
therefore, to appease his fears from this quarter, and 
also, at the same time, to assure himself of the fidelity 
of the regent, he subjected her, and through her all the 
ajfairs of the judicature, to the higher eonh-ol of the 
Bishop of Areas. In this single individual, he possessed 
BO adequate countei'poise to the most dreaded cabal. 
To him, as an infallible oracle of majesty, the duchess 
was refen-ed, and in him there watched a stern super- 
visor of her administi-atiot). Among all his cotempo- 
raries, Granveila was the only one whom Phifip II. ap- 
pears to have excepted from his universal distrust : as 
long as he knew that this man was in Brussels, he could 
sleep calmly in Segovia. He left the Netherlands in 
September, 1559, was saved from a storm which sank 
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his fleer, and Inndetl at Laredo in Biscay, and in his 
gluomy joy thanliecl tlm Ueity who hud pieseived him, 
by a aeteatable vow. In Hie hands of a pnest, and of a 
woman, was pUiced the dangeious hehn of the Nether- 
kinda ; and the dastardly tyrant escaped in his oratoiy 
at Madrid lie supphcatious, the complaints, and the 
curses of the people. 



Anthony Perenot, Bishop of Arras, subsequently 
Archbishop of Malines, and MelropoliUn of all the 
Netherlands, who, undei' the name of Cardinal Gran- 
vella, has been immortalized by the hati'ed of hia co- 
temporaries, was born in the year 1516, at Besan^oii in 
But^undy. Hia father, Nicolaus Perenot, the son of a 
blacksmith, had risen by his own meiita to be the private 
secretary of Margaret, Ducheas of Savoy, at that time 
regent of the Netherlands In this post he nai no 
ticed for his hibits of buamesa by Chailes V who took 
him into his own service and employed him m seieral 
impoitant negotiations loi twenty years he was a 
men ber of the emperor s cabinet Mid filled the offices 
of privy counselor and keeper of the kings seal and 
shared in all the state secrets of that mooarch He ac 
quired a large fortune His honors his influence and 
his political knowledge were inherited by his son An- 
thony Perenot who in hia eaily jears give pioois of 
the gieat capacity which subsequently opened to him 
so distinguished a caieei Anthouj had cultivated at 
several colleges the talei ta with which nature had so 
lavishly endowed him and in some lespects had an 
advantage ovei his lathe: He aoou showed that hia 
own abilities were sufficient to mamtaiu the advanta 



.^hyGooglc 



84 SCLUI.LEK'a HISTOKY OF THE 

genua position, wliich the meiits of another had procur- 
ed him. He was twenty-four yeiiTS old, when the em- 
peror sent him as his plenipotentiary to the ecclesiasti- 
cal council of Trent, where he delivered the first 
specimen of that eloquence which in the sequel gave 
him 80 complete an ascendency over two Itings, Charles 
employed him in several difficult embassies, the duties 
of wbich he fulfilled to the sarisfiiction of his sovereign, 
and when finally that emperor resigned the scepter to 
his son he made that costly present complete, by giving 
him a minister who cmild help him to wield it- 

Gi'anvella opened his new career nt once, with the 
greatest masier-piece of political genius, in passing so 
easily from the favor of such a father info equal con- 
aideration with such a son. And he soon pi-oved him- 
self deserving it. At the secret negotiations, of which 
the Dnchess of Lorr^ne had, in 1569, been the me- 
dium between the French and Spanish ministers at 
Peronae, lie planned, conjointly with the Cardinal of 
Lori'aine, that conspiracy against the pTOtestants, which 
was afierwiu'd matured, but also betrayed, at Chnteau- 
Camhresis, where Perenot, likewise, assisted in effect- 
ing the so-called peace. 

A deeply penetmting, comprehensive intellect, an 
nnnsual fncilify in conducting great and inti'icate atTairs, 
and the most extensive learning, were wonderfully 
united in this man, with persevering industiy and 
never wearying patience, while his enterprising genius 
was associated with thoughtful mechanical regularity. 
Day and night, the state found him vigilant and col- 
lected; the must important and the most insignificaut 
things were alike weighed by him with scrupuolus at- 
tention. Not unfrequeritly he employed five secretaries 
at one time, dictating to them in different languages, of 
,.,i.;„;. v.n 1= =o;^ In \.„„a onni,^., <,o.,^n AWiiat his pen- 
1 in his lips 
by his per- 
all hearers. 
thich make 
corruptible, 
the disposi- 
eatures his 
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whole train of thought, and, as it were, the approaching 
form in the shadow which outran it. With an artifice 
rich in resources, he came to the aid of Philip's more 
inactive mind, formed into perfect thought his master's 
crude ideas while they ;et hung on his lips, and liber- 
ally allowed him the glory of the discoveiT'. Granvella 
nnderstood the difficult and useful art of depreciating 
his own talents ; of making his own genius the seeming 
slave of another: thus he ruled white he concealed his 
sway, and only in this manner could Philip II. be gov- 
erned. Content With a silent but real power, he did 
not gmap insatiably at new and outward marks of it, 
which, with lesser minds, a.re ever the most coveted 
objects' but eveiy new distinction seemed to ait upon 
h n as easily as the oldest. No wonder if such extra- 

-d na 7 endowments had alone gained him the favor 

01 I B naster ; but a large and valuable treasure of po- 
1 1 cal secrets and experiences, which the active life of 
Cha les V. had accumulated, and had deposited in the 
mind ot this man, made him indispensable to his suc- 
cessor Self-sufficient as the latter was, and accus- 
ton ed to conUde in his own understanding, his timid 
and crouching policy was &in to lean on a superior 
ID nd and to aid its own irresolution not only by prece- 
dent b t also by the inHuence end example of another. 
No pol tical matter which concerned the royal interest, 
even when Philip himself was in the Netherlands, was 
decided without the intervention of Granvella; and 
when the king emiiariied for Spiun, he made the new 
regent the same valuable present of the minister, which 
he himself hart received from the emperor, his father. 

Common as it is for despotic princes to bestow un- 
limited confidence on the creatures whom they have 
raised from the dust, and of whose gi'eatness they tliem- 

ordinary instance; preeminent must have been the quali- 
ties, which could so far conquer the selfish reserve of 
such a character as Philip's, as to gain his confidence, 
nay, even to win him into familiarity. The slightest 
ebjallition of the most allowable self-respect, which might 
hove tempted him to assert, however slightly, his claim 
to any idea which the king had once ennobled as his 
H 
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own, would tiave cost hira his whole influeDce. He 
might gi-atify, without restraint, the lowest passions of 
voluptuousness, of rapacity, and of revenge, but the only 
one in which be really took delight, the sweet con- 
sciousness of his own superiority and power, he was 
constrained carefully to conceal from the suspicioua 
glance of the despot. He voluntarily disclaimed all the 
eminent qaalities which were already his own, in order, 
as it were, to receive them a second time from the 
generosity of the king. His happiness seemed to flow 
from no other source — no other person could have a 
claim upon his grnlitude. The purple, which was sent 
to him from Eome, was not assumed until (he royal 
permission reached him from Sjiain; by laying it down 
on the steps of the throne, he appeared, in a measure, 
to receive it first from the hands of majesty. Less 
politic, Alby erected a trophy in Antwerp, and in- 
scribed his own name under the victory, which he had 
won as the servant of the crown— but Alby carried with 
him to the grave the displeasure of his master. He 
had invaded with audncious hand the royal preroga- 
tive, by drawing inimedialely at the fountain of immor- 
tality. 

Three times, Granvella changed his master, and three 
times be succeeded in riaitig to the highest favor. "With 
the same ftcillty with which he had guided the settled 
pride of an autocrat, and the sly egotism of a despot, he 
knew how to manage the delicate vanity of a woman. 
His business between himself and the regent, even 
when they were in the same house, was, for the most 
part, transacted by the medium of notes, a custom 
■which draws its date from the times of Augustus and 
Tiberius. When the regent was in any perplexity, 
these notes were interchanged from hour to hour. He 
probally adopted this expedient, in the hope of eluding 
the watchful jealousy of the nobility, and concealing 
from them, in part, at least, his inflnence over the re- 
gent. Perhaps, too, he also believed that, by this 
means, his advice would become more permanent ; and, 
in case of need, this vnittea testimony would be at hand 
to shield him from blame. But the vigilance of the no- 
bles made this caution vain, and it was soon known in 
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bU the provincp-s, that nothing wis determmed upon 
without the miiiister'3 advice 

Graatella possessed all the quaUties requisite for a 
perfect statesman in a mooarchy e'veined by despotic 
principles, but was absolutely unqualified for republics 
which are governed by kings. Educated between the 
throne and the confessional, he knew of no other rela- 
tion between man and man than that of rule and sub- 
jection ; and the innat* consciousness of his own superi- 
ority gave him a contempt for others. His policy 
wanted pliability, the only vh-tue which was here indis- 
pensable to its success. He was naturally overbearing 
and insolent, and the royal authority only gave arms to 
the natural impetuosity of his disposition and the impe- 
riousness of his order. He veiled his own ambition 
beneath the intei-ests of the crown, and made the 
breach between the naljon and the king incurable, be- 
cause it would render him indispensable to the latt«r. 
He revenged on the nobility the lowliness of his own 
origin; and, after the fashion of all those who have 
risen by their own merits, he valued the advantages of 
birth below those by which he had raised himself to 
distinction. The Protestants saw in him their most 
implacable foe : to his charge were laid all the burdens 
which oppressed the country, and they pressed the 
more heavily because they came fi-om him. Nay, he 
was even accused of having brought back to severity 
the milder sentiments, to which the urgent remou- 
atraaces of the states had at last disposed die monarch. 
The Netherlands execrated him as the most terrible 
enemy of their liberties, and the originator of all the 
misery which subseouently came upon them. 

A.». 1559. Philip had evidently left the provinces too 
soon. The new measures of the government were still 
strange to the people, and could receive "sanction and 
authority from his presence alone ; the new machines, 
which he had brought into play, required to be set in 
motion by a dreaded and powerful hand, and to have 
their first movements watched and regulated. He now 
exposed his minister to all the angiy passions of the 
people, who no longer felt restrained by the fetters of 
the royal presence ; and he delegated to the weak arm 
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of a subject the exeeurion of projects, in wbicb mnjes^ 
itself, with nil its powerful supports, might have failed. 
The land, indeed, flourished ; and a general prosper- 
ity appeared to testify to the blessings of the peace wfaicb 
had so lately been bestowed upon it An external le- 
pose deceived Ihe eye, for within raged all the elements 
of discord. If the foundations of religion totter m s, 
country, they totter not alooe ; tte audacity which be- 
gins with things sacred ends with things prolane The 
successful attack upon tho hierarchy had awakened a 
spirit of boldness, and a desire lo assail authority in 
general, and to test laws as well as dogmas— duties as 
well as opinions. The fanatical boldness with which 
men bad learned to discuss and decide upon the nffaiia 
of eternity, might change its subject matter; the con- 
tempt for life and property, which religious enthusiasm 
had taught, could metamorphose timid citizens into 
foolhardy rebels. A fem.ile government of nearly forty 
years had given the nation room to assert their liberty; 
continual wars, of which the Netherlands had been the 
theater, had introduced a license with them, and the 
right of the stronger had usurped the place of law and 
order. The provinces were filled with foreign adven- 
turers and fugitives — generally men bound by no ties of 
country, family, or property, who had brought with them, 
from their unhappy homes, the seeds of insubordination 
and rebellion. The repeated spectacles of torture and 
of death had rudely burst the tenderer threads of mora 
feeling, and had given an unnatural harshness to the na 
tional character. 

Still the rebellion would have crouched timorously 
and silenUy on the ground, if it had not found a supper- 
in the nobility. Charles V. had spoiled the FleraisK 
nobles of the Netherlands by making them the partici 
JMtora of hia glory, by fostering their national pride, by 
the marked preference he showed for them over the 
Castilian nobles, and by opening an arena to their am- 
bition in every part of his empire. In the late war with 
trance, they had really deserved this preference from 
Fhihp ; the advantages which the king reaped from the 
peace of Chateau-Cambresis were, for the most part, 
tho fruits of their valor, and they now sensibly missed 
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the gratitude on which Ciiey had so cotifiilently reckon- 
ed. Moreover, the separation of the German Empire 
from the Spanish monarchy, and the less wartike spii-it 
of the new government, had greatly narrowed their 
sphere of action, and, except in their ovfo countiy, little 
remained for them to gain. And Philip novf appointed 
his Spaniards, where Charles V. had employed the 
Flemings. All the passions, which the preceding gov- 
ernment had raised and kept employed, still survived in 
peace; and in default of a legitimate object, these un- 
ruly feelings found, unfortunately, ample scope in the 
grievances of their pountry. Accordingly, the claims 
and wrongs, which had been long supplanted by new 
passions, were now drawn from oblivion. By his late 
appointments, the king had satisfied no party ; for those 
even who obtained offices were not much more content 
than those who were entirely passed ovei-, because they 
had calculated on someliiing better tlian they got. Wilt- 

m f Ora g I d ' d four governments (not to 

k m m II d p dencies which, taken togfith- 

w q al t t filth), but William had nour- 

h d h p t Fla d d Brabant. He and Count 

Eg t f g t It had oally fallen to their share, 

d ly mb d h hey had lost the regency. 

rh m 1 nty f tl bl were either plunged into 

d b by th w -a g ee, or had willingly enough 

been drawn into it by the government. Now that they 
were excluded from the prospect of lucrative appoint- 
ments, they at once saw themselves exposed to poverty, 
which pained tiiem the more sensibly, when they con- 
trasted the splendor of the affluent citizens with their 
own necessities. In the extremities to which they 
weie reduced, many would have readily assisted in the 
commission even of crimes ; how then could they resist 
the seductive offers of the Calvinists, who liberally re- 
paid liem for their intercession and protection ? Last- 
ly, many, whose estates weie past redemption, placed 
their last hope in a general devastation, and stood pre- 
pared, at the first favorable moment, to cost the torch 
of discord into the republic. 

This threatening aspect of the public mind was ren- 
dered still more aUirming by the unfortunate vicinity of 
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France. What Philip dreaded for tbe provinces, was 
there Hlready necoiaplished. The fate of that kingdom 
prefigured to him the destiny of his Netherlands, and 
the spirit of rebellion found the*-e a seductive example. 
A similni' state of things had, under Francis I. and Hen- 
ry II., scattered the seeds of innovation in that kingdom ; 
a similar fury of pei-secution, and a like spirit of faction, 
had encoureged its growth. Now, Huguenots and Cath- 
olics were struggling in a dubious contest, furious par- 
ties disorganize 3 the whole monarchy, and were violently 
hunying this once powerful state to the brink of destruc- 
tion. Hero, OS there, private interest, ambition, and 
party feeling might veil themselves under the names of 
religion and patriotism, and the passions of a few citizens 
drive the entire nation to take up arms. The frontiers 
of both countries merged in Walloon Flanders; the re- 
bellion might, like an agitated sea, cast its waves as far 
as this : would a country be closed against it, whose 
language, manners, and character wavered between 
those of France and Belgium J As yet, the govern- 
ment had taken no census of its Pi-otestimt subjects in 
these countries, but the new sect, it was aware, was a 
vast, compact republic, which extended its roots through 
alt llie monarchies of Christendom, and the slightest 
disturbance in any of its most distant members vibrated 
to its center. It was, as iC were, a chain of threatening 
volcanoes, which, united by subterraneous passages, ig- 
nite at the same moment with alarming sympathy. The 
Netherlands were, necessarily, open to all nations, be- 
cause they derived their supjwrt from all. "Was it pos- 
sible for Philip to close a commercial state as easily as 
he could Spain 1 If he wished to purify these provinces 
from heresy, it was necessaiy for him to commence by 
extirpating it in France, 

It was in this state that Granvella found the Nether- 
lands at the he^nning of his administration (1560). 

To restore to these countries the uniformi^ of papis- 
try, to break the coflrdinate power of the nobility and 
ihe states, and to exalt the royal authority on the ruins 
jf republican freedom, was the great object of Spanish 
policy, and the express commission of the new minister. 
But obstacles stood in the way of its accomplishment; to 
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conquer these demnnded the mvention of new resources, 
the application of new machinery. The Inquisition, in- 
deed, and the religious edicts, appeared sufficient to check 
the contagion of heresy ; but the latter required super- 
intendence, and the former able instruments, for its now 
extended jurisdiction. The Church constitution con- 
tinued the same as it had been in earlier times, when 
the provinces were less populous, when the Church 
still enjoyed universal repose, and could be more easily 
oveilooked and controlled. A succession of several cent- 
uries, which changed the whole interior form of the 
provinces, had loft the form of the hierarchy unaltered, 
which, moreover, was protected from the arbitrary will 
of its ruler by the particular privileges of the provinces. 
All the seventeen provinces were parceled out under 
four bishops, who had their seats at Aiths, Tournay. 
Carobray, and Utrecht, and were subject to the pri- 
mates of Rheims and Cologne. Philip the Good, Duke 
of Burgundy, had, indeed, meditated an increase in the 
number of bishops, to meet the wants of the increasing 
population, but, unfortunately, in llie excitement of a life 
of pleasure, had abandoned the project. Ambition and 
lust of conquest withdrew the mind of Chalrea the Bold 
from the internal concerns of his kingdom, and Maxi- 
milian had already too many subjects of dispute with 
the states, to venture to add to their number by propos- 
ing this change. A stormy reign prevented Charles V. 
from the execution of this extensive plan, which Philip 
II. now underlflok as a bequest from ail these princes. 
The moment had now arrived when the urgent neces- 
sities of the Church would excuse the innovation, and 
the leisure of peace favored its accomplishment. With 
the pi'odigious crowd of people from all tlie countries of 
Europe who were crowded together in the towns of the 
Netherlands, a multitude of religious opinions had also 
grown up ; and it was impossible that religion could any 
longer be effectually superintended by so few eyes, as 
were formerly sufficient. While the number of bishops 
was so small, tlieir districts must, of necessity, have been 
proportionally extensive, and four men could not be 
adequate to maintain the purity of the faith through bo 
wide a district. 
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The jurisdiction whicli the archiiisliops of Cologne 
niiil Hheims exefcUed ovei' the Netherlands hiid lou^ 
been a stumbling block to the goveromenE, wliich could 
nut look on this temtoi'y as really ila own pioperty so 
long as such an importimt branch of power was still 
wielded by foreign hands. To snatcli this pi'eTOgBtive 
from the alien archbishops, by new and active agents to 
give fi'osh life and vigor to the superintendence of the 
tnith, and at the same time to strengthen the number of 
the partisans of government at the Diet, no more effec- 
tual means eould be devised than to increase the number 
of bishops. Resolved upon doing this, Philip II. ascend- 
ed the throne ; but he soon found that a change in the 
hierarchy would inevitably meet with vrarm opposition 
from the states, without whose consent, nevertheless, 
it would be vain to attempt it. Philip foresaw that the 
nobility would never approve of a measure which would 
so strongly augment the royal party, and t«ke from the 
aristocracy the preponderance of power in the Diet. 
The revenues, too, for the mflintenance of these new 
bishops, must be diverted from the abbots and monks, 
and these formed a coosideiable part of the states of the 
realm. He had, beside, to fear the opposition of the 
Protestants, who would not fail to act secretly m the 
Diet against him. On these accounts the whole afl-iii' 
was discussed at Rome with the greatest possible ae- 
crecy. Instructed by, and as the agent of Gianiella. 
Francis Sonnoi, a priest of Louiain came before Paul 
IV"., to inform him how extensive the provinces were, 
bow thriving and populous how luxurious in their pros- 
perity. But, he continued in the immoderate enjoy- 
ment of liberty the true faith is neglected, and heretics 
prosper. To ol>viate this evil, the Komish See must 
have recourse to extraordinary measures. It was not 
difficult to prevail on the Romish pontiff to make a 
change which would enlarge the sphere of his own ju- 
risdiction. 

Paul IV. appointed a tribunal of seven cai-dinals to 
deliberate upon this important matter ; but death called 
him away, and he left to bis successor, Pius IV., the 
duly of carrying their advice into execution. The wel- 
come tidings of the Pope's determination reached the 
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king ID Zenlatid, when he was Just on ihe point of Bet- 
ting sail for Spnin, and the minister was seci'etlj cliarged 
with the dangerous reform. The new constitution of 
the hierarchy whs published in 1560 ; in addition to the 
then existing four bishoprics, thiiteen new ones were 
established, according to the number of seventeen prov- 
inces, and four of them were raised Into archbishoprics. 
Six of these episcopal sees, viz., in Antwerp, Herzogen- 
busch, Ghent, Bruges, Y[ii'es, aod Ruremonde, were 
placed under the archbishopric of Malines ; five othei-s, 
Haarlem, Middelburg, Leuwarden, Deventer, and Grtin- 
ingen, under the archbishopric of Utrecht ; and the re- 
maining four, Arras, Toiimay, St. Omer, and Namur, 
which lie nearest to France, and have language, char- 
acter, and manners in common with that country, under 
the ai'chbishopric of Cambray. Malines, situated in the 
middle of Brabant, and in the center of all ^e seven- 
teen provinces, was made the primacy of all the rest, 
and was, with, several rich abbeys, the reward of Gran- 
vella. The revenues of the new bishoprics were pro- 
vided by an appropriation of the treasures of the cloisters 
and abbeys, which had accumulated from pious benelac- 
tions duiing centuries. Some of the abbots were raised 
to the episcopal throne, and with the possession of their 
cloisters and pi'elacies, retained also the vote at the diet 
which was attached to them. At the same time, to 
eveiy bishopric nine prebends were attached, and be- 
stowed on the most learned jurisconsultists and theolo- 
gians, who were tosupport the Inquisition and the bishop 
in his spiritual office. Of these, the two who were 
most deserving by knowledge, experience, and unblem- 
ished life, were to be constituted actual inquisitors, and 
to have had the first voice in the synods. To the Arch- 
bishop of JMalines, as metropolitan of all the seventeen 
provinces, the full authority was given to appoint, or at 
discretion depose, archbishops and bishops, and the So- 
mish See only to give its rati/ication to his acts. 

At any other period the nation would have received 
with gratitude, and appioved of such a measure of 
church reform, since it was fully called for by circum- 
stances, was conducive to the Inteiesls of religion, and 
absolutely iadispensable for the moral refurtoatioii of the 
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monkhood. Now, the temper of the times snw in it 
notbitig but a hateful change. Univer^nt was the indig- 
Ddtioa with which it was received. A ci*y wns raised 
that the conslitutjon was trampled under foot, the rights 
of the nntion violated, and that the Inquisition was al- 
ready at the dooi-, and would soon open here, as in 
S|i)iin, its bloody tribunal. The people beheld with 
dismsy these new servants of arbitrary powei' and of 
persecution. The nobility saw in it nothing but a 
strengthening of the royal authority by the addition of 
fourteen votes in the States' Assembly, and tt with- 
drawal of the firmest pi'op of their fi'eedom, the balance 
of the royal and the civil power. The old bishops com- 
plained of tlie diminution of their incomes end the cir- 
cumscription of tlieir sees ; the abbots and monks had 
not only lost power and income, but had received in ex- 
change rigid censorsof their morals. Noble and simple, 
laity and clergy, united against the common foe, and 
while all singly stmggled for some petty private inter- 
est^ the cry appeared to come frona Uie formidable voice 
of fiatriotism. 

Among all the provinces, Brabant was loudest in its 
opposition. The inviolability of its church constttution 
was one of the impoitant pi'ivileges which it hnd reserv- 
ed in the remarkable charter ot the "Joyful Entry" — 
statutes which the sovereign could not violate without 
releasing the nation from its allegiance to him. In vain 
did the university of Louvaln asseit that, in disturbed 
times of the Chureh, a privilege lost its power which 
hnd been granted in the period of its tranquillity. The 
introduction of the new bishoprics into the constitution 
was tliought to shake the whole fabric of liberty. The 
pi'elacies. which were now transferred to the bishops, 
must hencefoith serve another rule than the. advantage 
of the provinceof whose states they had been members. 
The once fi^e, pati'iotic citizens were to be instruments 
of the Romish See, and obedient tools of the archbishop, 
who again, as first prelate of Brabant, had the immediate 
control over them. The freedom of voting was gone, 
because the bishops, as servile spies of the crown, made 
every one fearful. "Who," it was asked, "will, after 
this, venture to raise his voice in Parliament before such 
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uuooi"-=i "■! in tlieir presence, dnre fo protect tlie 
i-iglita of the nation agninst the rapanious hands of the 
government ] They will trace out the resources of the 
provinces, and betray to the crown the secrets ol our 
freedom and our property. They will obstruct the way 
to all offices of honor; we shall soon see the courtiew 
of Ihe king succeed the present men; the childreo of 
foreigners will, for the future, till the Parlinment, and 
the private interest of their pati'on will guide their venal 
votes." "What on net of oppression," rejoined the 
monks, " to pei-veit to other objects the pious designs 
of our holy institutions, to contemn the inviolable wishes 
of the dead, and to take that which a devout charity bad 
deposited in our ehesls for the relief of the unfortunate, 
and make it subservient to the luxury of bishops, thus 
inflating their arrogant pomp with the plunder of the 
poor I" Not only the abbots and monUs, who really did 
suffer by this act of appi'OF'»'^i"°- ^"'^ ^™'"y f"niily which 
could flatter itseJf with the slightest hope of enjoymg, at 
Bome time or othei-, even in the most remote posterity, 
the benefit of this monastic foundation, felt this disap- 
pointment of their distant expectations as much as if 
they had suffered an actual injuiy, and the wrongs of 
a few abbot prelates became the concern of a whole 

Historians have not omitted to record the covert pro- 
ceedings of William of Orange during this general com- 
moljon, who labored to conduct to one end these various 
and conflicting pasaons. At his instigation, the people 
of Brabant petitioned the regent for an advocate and 
protector, since they alone, of all her Flemish subjects, 
had the misfortune tounite, ill one and tlie same person, 
their counsel and their ruler. Had the demand been 
granted, their choice could fall on no other than the 
Prince of Orange. But Granvella, with his usual pres- 
ence of miDd,broke thiiSugh the snare. "The man who 
receives this oliice." he declared in the state council, 
" will, I hope, see' that he divides Brabant with the 
king!" The long delay of the ppal bull, which was 
kept back by a misunderstanding between the Romish 
and Spanish courts, gave the disaffected an opportunily 
to combine for a common object. In perfect secrecy. 
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the states of Biflbniit dispntched ml sxtrnonJinary nios- 
senger to Fius IV., to urge tbeir wishes in Borne itself. 
The ambaasndor was provided with imjiortant letters of 
recommendation from the Prince of Orange, and carried 
with him considerable sums to pave his way to the father 
of tbe Cliurch. At the same time, a public letter waa 
forwardedfromthecityof Antwerp to tlie King of Spain, 
containing tlie most ui'gent I'epresent'ations, nnd sup- 
plicating him to spare that llounshing commercial town 
from the threatened innovation. They knew, it was 
stated, that the inteotions of the monarch were the best, 
and that the institution of the new bishops was likely 
to be highly conducive to the maintenance of tnie re- 
ligion ; but the foreignei's uould not be convinced of this, 
and on them depended the prosperity of tlieir town. 
Among them the most groundless iiamors would be as 
perilous as the most true. The first embassy was dis- 
covered in time, and its object disappointed by the 
prudence of the regent; by the second, the town of 
Antwerp gaiacd so far Its point, that it was to remain 
without a bishop, at least until the personal arrival of 
the king, which was talked of. 

The example and success of Antwerp gave the signal 
of opposiijon to all the other towns, for which n new 
bishop was intended. It is a remarkable proof of the 
hatred to the Inquisition, and the unanimity of the 
Flemish towns at uiis date, that they preferred to re- 
nounce all the advantages which the residence of a 
bishop would necessanly bi'ing to their local tiiide, rather 
than by their consent promote that abhoiTed tribunal, 
and thus act in opposition to the interests of the whole 
nation. Deventer^ Ruremonde, and Leuwarden placed 
themselves in determined opposition, and (1561) suc- 
cessfully carried their points ; in the other towns, the 
bishops were, in spite of all remonstrances, forcibly in- 
ducted. Utrecht, Haarlem, St'. Omer, and Middelburg 
were among the hrst which opened their gates to xhem ; 
the remaining towns followed their example ; but in 
Mnliues and Herzogenbuschlhe bishops wei'e I'eceived 
with very little respect. When Granvella made his 
solemn entry into the former town, not a single noble- 
tiiun showed himseif, and his triumph was wanting in 
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every thing that could make iE real, becausp those re- 
mained nwsy over whom it was meant to be celebratei 
In the mean time, too, the period had elapsed within 
which the Spanish troops were to have left the country, 
und, as yet, there was no appearance of their being with- 
drawn. People perceived with teiTor the real cause of 
the delay, and suspicion lent it a fatal connection with 
the Inquisition. The detention of Uipse troops, as it 
rendered the nation more vigilant and distrustful, made 
it more diflicult for the minister to proceed with the 
other innovations, and yet, he would fain not deprive 
himselfof this powerful and apparently indispensable aid, 
in a oountiy where all hated him, and in the execution 
of a commission to which all were opposed. At last, 
however, the regent saw herself compelled by the uni- 
versal mui-mois of discontent, M urge most eai-neslly 
upon the king the necessity of the withdrawal of the 
troops. " The provinces," she writes to Madrid, " have 
unnniniously declared that they would never again be 
induced to grant the extraordinary taxes required by the 
government, as long as word was not kept with them in 
.1.;=. mntter. The danger of a revolt was far more 
Muc^t than that of an attack by the French Protes- 
4, and if a rebellion was to take place in the Nether- 
lands, these foi-ces would be too weak to repress if, and 
there was not sufficient money in the treasuiy to enlist 
new." By delaying his answer, tiie king still sought at 
least to gain time, and the reiterated representations of 
the regent wouH still have remained ineffectual, if. for- 
tunately for the provinces, a loss, which he had lately 
Buffered fi-om tile Turks, had not compelled him to 
employ these ti'oops in the Mediterranean. He, there- 
fore, at last consented to their departure ; they were 
embarked <1561), in Zealand, and the exulting shouts of 
all the iirovinces accompanied their departure. 

Meanwhile, Gi-anvella ruled in the council of state 
almost uncontrolled. AU officers, secular and spiritual, 
were given away through him; his opinion prevailed 
against the unanimous voice of the whole assembly. 
The regent herself was governed by him. He had con- 
trived to manage so that her appointment was made out 
for two years only, and by this expediont he kept her 
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always in hU power. It seldom happened that any im- 
portant affair was submittedto tbe ot her members, aail if 
it really did occur, it was only such as had been long be- 
fore decided, to which it waa only necessary for for- 
mality's sake to gire theu- sanction. Whenever a royal 
letter was read, Viglius received instructions to omit all 
such pnssages as were underlined by the minister. It 
often happened that this correspondence with Spain laid 
open the weakness of the government, or the anxiety 
felt by the regent, with which it was not expedient 
to inform the membem whose loyalty was distrusted. 
If again it occurred that the oppositioo gained a majority 
over the minister, and insisted with determination on 
an article which he could not well put off any longer, he 
sent it to the ministry at Madrid for their decision, by 
which he at least gained time, and in any case was 
certain to find support. With the exception of the Count 
of Barlaimont, the Pre^dent Viglius, and a few others, 
all the other counselors were but superHuous figures in 
the senate, and the minister's behavior to them marked 
tlie small value which he placed upon their fiiendsbip 
and adherence. No wonder that men, wliose pride had 
been so greatly indulged by tile flattering attentions of 
sovereign princes, and to whom, as to the idols of their 
country, their fellow-citizens paid the most reveren- 
tial submission, should be highly indignant at this ai'- 
rogance of a plebeian. Many of them had been peraon- 
ally insulted by Granvella. The Prince of Orange was 
well aware that it was he who had prevented his mar- 
riage with the Princess of Lorraine, and iftat he had also 
endeavored to break off the negotiations for another 
alliance with the Princess of Savoy, He had deprived 
Count Hornofthe government of Gueldres and ZQtphen, 
andhadkept for himself an abbey, which Count Egmont 
had in vain exeited himself to obtain for a relation. 
Confident of his superior power, he did not even think 
it woi'th while to conceal from the nobility Jiis contempt 
for tbem, and which, as the rule, marked his whole 
administration ; William of Orange was the only one 
with whom he deemed it advisable to dissemble. 
Although he really believed himself to be raised far above 
all the laws of fear and of decorum, still in this point, 
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however, his confident mrogance misled bim, nnd lie 
eri-ed no less against policy than he sinned against pro- 
priety. In the existing posture of nflairs, the govern- 
ment GOuld hardly have adopted a worse measure thaii 
that of throwing disrespect on the nobility. It had it in 
its power to flatter the prejudices and feelings of the 
urisCoci'acy, and thus oitfully and itnperceptibly win 
them over tA its plans, and, through theni, subveit the 
edifice of national liberty. Now it admonished them, 
most inopportunely, of their duties, their dignity, and 
their power ; calling upon them even to be patriots, and 
to devote to the cause of true greatness, an ambition 
which hitherto it had inconsiderately repelled. To 
cany into effect the ordinances, it required the active 
cooperation of the lieutenant-governoi's ; no wonder, 
however, that the latter showed but little zeal to afford 
this assistance. On the contrary, it is highly probable 
that they silently labored to augment the difficulties of 
the minister, and to Bubvei-t his measures, and, through 
his ill success, to diminish the king's confidence in him, 
and expose his administration to contempt. The rapid 
progress which, in spite of those horrible edicts, the 
Keformation made during Granvella's administration in 
the Netherlands, is evidently to be ascribed to the luke- 
warmness of the nobility in opposing it. If the minister 
bad been sure of the nobles, be might have despised the 
fury of the mob, which would have impotently dashed 
itself against the dreaded barriers of the throne. The 
sufferings of the citizens lingered long in tears and sighs, 
until the arts and the example of the nobility called forth 
a louder expression of them. 

Meanwhile, the inquisitions into religion were carried 
on with renewed vigor, by the ci'owd of new laborers 
{1561, 1562), and the edicts against heretics were en- 
forced with fearful obedience. But the ciiticHl moment 
when this detestable remedy might have been applied 
was allowed to pass by ; the natjon had become too 
Btiong and vigorous for such rough tieatment. The new 
religion could now be extirpated only by the death of all 
Its piofessors. The present executions were hut so 
many alluring exhibitions of its excellence, so many 
scenes of its triumphs and radiant virtue. The heroic 
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greatness with which tbi? victims died, made converts to 
the opinions for which they perished. One martyr 
gained ten new proselytes. Not in towns only, or vii- 
&.OGS, but on the very highways, in the boats and public 
carriages, dispntes were held, touching the dignity of 
the Pope, the SEunts, Purgatory, and Indulgences, and 
sermons were preached and men conveiled. From the 
country and from the towns, the common people rushed 
in crowds to rescue the prisoners of ihe Holy Tiibunnl 
from the bands of ita satellites, and the municipal officers, 
who ventured to support it with the civil forces, were 
pelted with stones. Multitudes accompanied the Prot- 
estant pi'eachers, whom the Inquisition pursued, bore 
them on tbeir shoulders to and fiom church, and, at the 
risk of their lives, concealed them from their persecu- 
tors. The first province, which was seized with the 
fanatical spirit of rebellion, was, as had been expected, 
Walloon Flanders. A French Calvinist, by name 
Ijannoi, set himself up in Tournay as a worker of mir- 
acles, where he hired a few women to simulate diseases, 
and to pretend to be cured by him. He preached in 
the woods near the town, drew the people in great 
numbers after him, and scattered in their minds the 
seeds of rebellion. Similar teachers appeared in Lille 
and Valenciennes, but, in the latter place, the municipal 
fanctjonariea succeeded in seizing the persons of these 
incendiaries; while, however, they delayed to execute 
them, their followers increased so mpidly, that they 
became sufficiently strong to br^ak open the prisons, 
and forcibly depiive justice of its victims. Trao{» at last 
were brought into the town, and order restored. But 
this trifling occuiTence had, for a moment, withdrawn 
the veil which had hitherto concealed the strength of 
the Protestant party, and allowed the minister to com- 
pute their prodigious numbers. In Tournay alone, five 
thousand at one time bad been seeu attending the ser- 
mons, and not many less in Valenciennes. What 
might not be expected from the northern provinces, 
where liberal- was grnnter, and the seat of government 
more remote, and where the vicinity of Germany and 
Denmark multiplied the soui'ces of contagion 1 One 
slight provocation had sufficed to draw from \ta conceal- 
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ment so formidable a multitude. How much greater 
was, pei'liHps, tlie number of those who, in their hearts, 
acknowledged the new sect, and only waited for n fiivov- 
able opportunity to publish their adhesion to it. This 
discovery greftlJy alarmed the regent. The scanty obe- 
dience paid to the edicts, the wants of the exhausted 
treasury, which compelled her lo iiupose new taxes, 
and the susiiicions movements of the Huguenots on the 
French fi'onciers, still further inci-eased her anxiely. 
At the same time, she received a command firom Mud- 
rid to send off two thousand Flemish cavalry to the army 
of the quaen-molher in France, who, in the distresses 
of the i-eligious war. had recourse to PhUip II. for as- 
sistance, Eveiy sffaiv of fiiith, in whatever land it 
might be, was miide by Philip his own business. He 
felt it as keenly as any catastiophe which could befall 
his own house, and in such cases always stood ready lo 
sacrifice his means to foreign necessities. If it were 
interested motives that here swayed hirn, they were at 
least kingly and grand, and the bold support of his prin- 
ciples wins our admiration, as much as their cruelty 
witiiholds our esteem. 

The regent laid before the council of stale the royal 
will on the subject of these troops, but with a very warm 
opposition on the part of the nobility. Count Egmont 
and the Prince of Orange declared that the time was ill 
chosen for stripping the Netherlands of troops, when 
the aspect of affairs rendered rather the enlistment of 
new levies advisable. The movements of the troops in 
France momentarily threatened a surprise, and the 
commotions within the provinces demanded, more than 
ever, the utmost vigilance on the part of the government. 
Hitherto), Ihey said, the German Protestants had looked 
idly on during the struggles of their brethren in the 
faith; but will they continue to do so, especially when 
we are lending our aid to strengthen their enemy ] By 
thus acting, shall we not rouse their vengeance against 
us, and call their arms into the northein Netlierlands ? 
Nearly the whole council of state joined in this opinion ; 
their representations were energetic and not lo be gain- 
sayed. The regent herself, as well as the minister, 
could not but feel their truth, and their own interests 
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ap[)eared to forbid obedience to the roynl mandata. 
Would it not be impolitie to withdraw Iram the Inquisi- 
tjon it3 sole prop, by removing the larger poriion of the 
army, and in a rebellious country to leaTe themselves 
without defense, dependent on the ai'bitrary will of an 
an-ognnE aristocracy? While tlie regent, divided be- 
tween the royal commands, the urgent importunity of 
her council, and her own fears, could not venture lo 
come to a decision, William of Oi'ange rose and proposed 
the assembling of the States Geneinl. But nothhig 
could have inflicted a more fatal blow on the supremacy 
of die ci-own, than by yielding to this advice to put the 
nation in mind of its power and its rights. No iiieosure 
could be moi'e hazardous at the pi-esent moment. The 
danger which was thus gathering over the minister did 
not escape him; a sign from Viim warned the regent to 
break off the consultation and adjourn the council. 
" The government," he writes to Madrid, " can do noth- 
ing more injurious to itself than to consent to the assem- 
bling of the states. Such a step is at all times perilous, 
because it tempts the nation to test and restrict the 
rights of the crown ; but it is many times more objec- 
tionable at the present moment, when the spirit of re- 
bellion is already widely spread among us, when the 
abbots, exasperated at the loss of their income, will neg- 
lect nothing to impair the dignity of the bishops, when 
the whole nobility and all the deputies from the towns 
ai'e led by the arts of the Prince of Orange, and the dia- 
aflected can securely reckon on the assistance of the 
nation." This representation, which at le^tst was not 
wanting in sound sense, did not fail in having the desired 
effect on the king's mind. The assembling of the stntes 
was rejected once and forever; the penal statutes against 
the heretics were renewed in all their rigor ; and the re- 
gent was directed to hasten the dispatch of the required 
auxiliaries. 

But to this, the council of state would not consent. 
All that she obtained was, instead of the troops, a supply 
of money for the queen- mother, which at this crisis 
was still mora welcome to her. In place, howevei', of 
asseiohling the states, and in order to beguile the nation 
with, at least, the semblance of ropublioun freedom, tjia 
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regent Eummooed the governors of the provinces and 
the knights of the Golden Fleece to a special congress 
at Brussels, to consult on the present dangers and ne- 
cessities of the state. When the President Viglios had 
laid before them the mattere on which they were sum- 
moned to deliberate, three days were given to them for 
consideration. During this time, the Prince of Oiaoge 
assembled them in liis palace, where he represented to 
them the necessity of coming to some tinanimoas reso- 
lution before the next sitting, and of agreeing on the 
measures which ought to be followed in the present 
dangeroas state of alliiirs. 

The majority assented to the proprioly of Ihis course; 
only Barlaimont, with a few of the dependents of the 
cai-dinnl, hod the courage to plead for the interests of 
the crown and of the minister. " It did not behoove 
them," he said, "to interfere in the concerns of the 
government, and this previous agreement of votes was 
at) illegal and culpable assumption, in the guilt of which 
he would not par^cipnte ;" — a declaration which broke 
up the meeting without any conclusion being come to. 
The regent, apprised of it by tiie Count Barlaimont, 
artfuJIy contrived to keep the knights so well employed 
during their stay in the town, that they could find no 
time tor coming to any further secret understanding; 
in this session, however, it was arranged, with their 
concurrence, that Florence of Montmorency, Lord of 
Montigny, should make a journey to Spain, in order to 
acquaint the king with the present posture of affairs. 
But tile regent sent before him another messenger to 
Madrid, who previously informed the king of all that 
had been debated between the Prince of Orange and 
the knights at the secret conference. 

The Flemish ambassador was flattered in Madrid 
with empty protestations of the king's favor and pater- 
nal sentiments tfiwai'd the Netherlands; while the re- 
gent was commanded to thwart, to the utmost of her 
power, the seci'et combinations of the nobility, and, if 
possible, to sowdiscoi'd among their most eminent mem- 
bers. Jeidousy, private interest, and religious differ- 
ences had long divided many of llie nobles ; their share 
a neglect and contempt with which they 
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were treated, and a general hatred of the 
again united them. So long us Count Egmont »nd the 
Prince of Orange were suitors for the regency it could 
not fail, but that at times their competing claims should 
have brought them into collision. Both had met each 
other on the lood to gloiyi and before the tlirone ; both 
again met in the republic, where tliey stvore for the 
same prize — the favor of their fellow- citizens. Such 
opposite eharactei-s soon became estranged, but the pow- 
erful sympathy of necessity as quickly reconciled them. 
Each was now indispensable to the other, and the emer- 
gency united these two men togetherwith a bond which 
theii- hearts would never have furnished. But it was on 
this very u neon geniality of disposition that the regent 
based faer plans : if she could foitunately succeed iu 
separating them, she would, at the game time, divide 
the whole Flemish nobilily into two parties. Through 
the presents and small attentions by which she exclu- 
sively honored these two, she also sought to excite 
against them the envy and distrust of the rest, and by 
appearing to give Count Egmont a preference over the 
Prince of Orange, slie hoped to make the latter sus- 
picious of Egmont's good faith. It happened that at 
this very time she was obliged to send an extiaordinniy 
ambassador to Fi'aiikfort, to be present at the electioa 
of a Roman emperor ; she chose for this office the Duke 
of Arschot, the avowed enemy of the prince, in order, 
in some degree, to show in his case how splendid was 
the reward which hatred against the latter might look 
for. 

The Orange faction, however, instead of suffering any 
diminution, had gained nn important accession in Count 
Horn, who. as admiral of the Flemish marine, had con- 
voyed the king to Biscay, and now again took his seat 
in the council of state. Horn's restless and republican 
spii'it readily met the daring schemes of Orange and 
Egmont, and a dangerous triumvirate was soon farmed 
by these three liiends, which shook the royal power in 
the Nethei'landa, but which tertninated very differently 
for each of its membei-s. 

A.D. 1569. Meanwhile, Montigny had returned from 
his emEiassy, and brought back to the council of slate 
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the most gi-acio«s nssurance of their monnvch. But the 
Prince of Orange had, through his own secret channels 
of intelligence, received more credible information from 
Madrid, which entirely contmdicted this ro[ioi't. By 
these means, he learned all the ill services which Gran- 
velia had done him aud his friends with the king, and 
the odious appellations which were there applied to 
the Flemish nobility. There was no help for them so 
long as the minister retained the helm of government, 
and to procure his dismissal was (lie scheme, however 
rash and adventurous it appeai'ed, which wholly occu- 
pied the mind of the prince. It was agreed between 
him and counts Horn and Egmont, to dispalch a joint 
letter to the king, and, in the name of the whole nobiliry, 
formally to accuse the minister, and press energetically 
for his removal. The Duke of Arscbot, to whom this 
proposition was communicated by Count Egmont, re- 
fused to concur in it, haughtily declariog that he was 
not disposed to receive laws from Egmont and Orange ; 
that he had no cause of complaint apinst Granvella, 
and that he thought it very presumptuous to prescribe 
to She king what ministei-s he ought to employ. Orange 
received a similar answer from the Count of Aremberg. 
Either the seeds of distrust, which the regent had 
scattered among the nobility, had already taken root, 
or the fear of the minister's power outweighed the 
abhorrence of bis measures ; at any rate, the whole no- 
bility shrunk back, timidly and irresolutely, from the 
proposal. This disappointment did not, however, dis- 
courage them : the letter was written and subscribed by 
all three (1563). 

In it Granvellawasrepresentedas the prime cause of 
all the disorders in the Keiherlands. So long as the 
highest power should be intrusted to him, it would, tbey 
declared, be impossible for them to serve the nation and 
the king effectually; on the other hand, all would re- 
vert to its former ti-anquilHly, all opposition be discon- 
tinued, and the government regain the affections of the 
people, as soon as his majesty should be pleased to re- 
move this man from the helm of the state. In that 
case, they added, neither exertion noi- zeal would be 
wanting on their part to maintain in these countries the 
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dignily of the king and the purity of tba faith, which 
was DO less sncred to them than to the Cardinal Gi'nn- 

Secretlj as tbis letter was prepared. stiU the ducfaess 
was informed of it in sufficient time to anticipate it by 
another diBpntoh, nnd to counteract the efl'ect which it 
might have had on the king's mind. Some months 
passed ere an answer come from Madrid. It was mild, 
bnt vague. " The king," such was ils import, " was 
not used to condemn his ministers unheard, on the mere 
accusations of their enemies. Common justice alone 
required that, the accusers of the cardinal ehonld de- 
scend from general imputations to special pitiofs, and, 
if they were not inclined to do this in writing, one of 
them might come to Spain, where he should be treated 
with all respect. Beside this letter, which was equally 
directed to all three, Count Egmont further received an 
autograph letter from the king, wherein his majesty 
expressed a wish to learn from him in particular, what 
in the common letter had been only generally touched 
upon. The regent, also, was specially instructed how 
she was to answer the three collectively, and the count 
singly. The king knew his man. He felt it was easy 
to manage Count Egmont alone; for this reason he 
sought to entice him to Madrid, where he would be 
removed from the commanding guidance of a higher 
intellect. In distinguishing him above his two friends 
by so flattering a mark of his coniidence, he made a 
difference in the relation in which they severally stood 
to the throne ; how could they, then, unite with equal 
zeal for the same object, when the inducements were 
no longer the same? This time, indeed, the vigilance 
of Orange frustrated the scheme ; but the sequel of the 
history will show that the seed which was now scattered 
was not nltogethei' lost- 

A.D. 1563. The king's answer gm f to 

the three confederates; they boldly to 

ture a second attempt. " It had," vr r- 

prised them not a little, that his m it 

their representations so unworthy o s 

not as accusers of the minister, but h s 

majesty, whose duty it was to info he f 
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die condition of his stales, that they Iind dispntched that 
letter to him. They sought not the ruin of the minister; 
indeed it would gratify then) Ui see him contented and 
happy in any other part of the world thnn here in the 
Netherlands, They were, however, fully persuaded of 
this — that his continued presence there was absolutely 
incompftlible with the general ti'anquilJity. The present 
dangerous condition of their native country would allow 
none of them to leave it, much less to take so long a 
journey as to Spain on Granvella's account. If, there- 
fore, his majesty did not please to comply with their 
written request, they hoped to be excused for the 
future from attendance in the senate, where they were 
only exposed to the mortiHcHtion of meeting the minis- 
ter, and where they could be of no aei'vice either to the 
king or the slate, hut only appeared conteniptJble in 
their own sight. In conclusion, they be^ed his majesty 
would not tiike ill the plain simphcily ol their language, 
since persons of their character set more value on acting 
well than on speaking finely." To the same purport 
was a separate letter li'om Count Egmont, in which he 
returned thanks for the royal autograph. This second 
address was followed by an answer to the effect that 
" their representations should be taken into considera- 
tion; meanwhile they were requested to attend the 
council of state as heretofoi'e." 

It was evident that the monarch was far from intend- 
ing u> grant their request; they, therefore, from this 
time forth, absented themselves from the state council, 
and even lef^ Bmssels. Not having succeeded in re- 
moving the minister by lawful means, they sought to 
accomplish this end by a new inode from which more 
might be enpected. Un every occasion they and their 
adheients openly showed the contempt which they felt 
for him, and contrived to throw ridicule on eveiy thing 
he undertook. By this contemptuous treatment they 
hoped to harass the haughty spirit of the priest, and to 
obtain through his mortified setf-Ioce, what they had 
fiiiled in by other meiins. In this, indeed, they did not 
succeed ; but the expedient on which they had fallen, 
led, in the end, to the luin of the minister. 

The popular voice was raised more loudly agaiust 
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hlin, so soon as it wns perceived that he had fui'feited 
the good opinion of the nobles, and IhaC men, whose 
sentiments they hnd been used bhndly to echo, preceded 
tliejn in detestation for him. The contemptuous niaa- 
ner in which the nobility now treated him, devoted him 
in a measure lo the public scorn, and emboldened cal- 
umny, which never spares even what is holiest and 
purest, to Iny its sacrilegious hand on his honor. The 
new constitution of the Chui'ch, which was the great 
grievance of the nstiou, had been the basis of his for- 
tunes — -this was a crime that could not be foi'given. 
Every fresh execution, and with such spectacles the 
activity of the inquisitors was only too liberal, kept alive 
and furnished di'eadful exereise to the bitter animosity 
against faim, and, at last, custom and usage inscribed 
his name on every act of oppression. A stranger in a 
land into which he had been introduced agaiost its will ; 
alone among millions of enemies ; uncei-lain of all his 
tools; supported only by the weak arm of distant i-oy- 
alty ; maintaining liis intercoui'se with the nation, which 
he had to gain, ouly by means of iuirbless instruments, 
all of whom made it their highest object lo falsify his 
actions and misrepresent his motives ; lastly, with a 
woman for his coadjutor, who could not share with him 
the burden of the general enecintlon ; thus he stood 
exjiosed to the wantonness, the ingratitude, the faction, 
the envy, and all the evil passions of a licentious, Ju- 
sulrardioate people. It is worthy of remark, that the 
hatred which he had incurred far outran the demerits 
which could be laid to his charge ; that it wns difficult, 
nay, impossible, for his accusers to substantiate, by proof, 
the general condemnation which fell upon him Irom all 
sides. Before and after him fanaticism dragged its Tic- 
tlms to the altar — before and after him civil blood flowed, 
the rights of men made a mock of, and men themselves 
rendered wretched. Under Charles V. tyranny ought 
to have pained more acutely through its novelty , under 
the X)uke of Alva it was carried to far more unnatural 
lengths, in so much that Granvella's admlmstiatiDU, in 
comparison with that of his successor, was eien merci- 
ful; and yet we do not find that his cotempoiaiies eier 
evinced tjie same degree of personal esaspeiatiou and 
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spite agBinst the latler, in which they indulged against hia 
predeccBSor. To cloak the meanness of bis birth in the 
splendor of high dignities, and by an exalted station to 
place bim, if possible, above the malice of his enemies, 
the regent had made interest at Rome to procure for 
iiim the cardinal's hat ; but this very honor, which con- 
nected him more closely with the papal court, made 
him so much the more an alien in the provinces. The 
pnrple was a new crime in Brussels, and an obnoxious, 
detested garb, which, in a measure, publicly held forth 
to view the principles on which his future conduct would 
be gosemed. Neither his honorable rank, which alone 
often consecrates the most infamous caitifT, nor his tal- 
ents, which commanded esteem, nor even his terrible 
omnipotence, which daily revealed itself in so many 
bloody manifestations, coold screen him from derision. 
Terror and scorn, the fearful and the ludicrous, were, 
in his instance, unnaturally blended,* Odious rumors 
branded his honor ; nmrderons attempts on the lives of 
Egrnont and Orange were ascribed to him; the moat 
incredible things found credence ; the most monstrous, 
if they referred to him, or were said to emanate from 
him, surprised no longer. The nation had already be- 
come uncivilized to that degree where the most con- 
tradictory sentiments prevail side by side, and the finer 
boundary lines of decorum and moral feeling are ernsed. 
This belief in extraordinaiy crimes is almost invariably 
their immediate precursor. 

But with this gloomy prospect, the strange destiny 
of this man opens at the same time a grander view, 
which impresses the unprejudiced observer with pleas- 

* The nobility, at thesuggeEtionof Goiinl Egnionl, caused their 
setrants to wrear a common livery, on which was embroidered a 
Tool's cap. All Bruasels interpreted it for the cardinal's hat 
and every appearancB of such a servant renewed Iheir laughter ; 
this badge of a fool's cap. which was offensive to the court, was 
subsequently changed mlo a bundle of arrows—an accijenlal 
jesl which took a very serious end, and probably was the otigin 
of ihe arms of the republic— V<(. Vrl. T. li. 35 Thuan. 4S9. 
The respect for the cardinal sunk al last so low, ihal a carica- 
ture was publicly placed in his own hand, in which he was repre- 
sented sealed on a heap of eggs, out of which bishops were 
crawling. Over him hovered the davil, with the inscription— 
"This is my son, hear ye him I" 
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ure and admiratioa. Here he beholds a nation dazzled 
by no splendor and restrtuned by no fear, finnly, inex- 
orably, and unprenieditatedly unanimous in punishing 
the crime which bad been committed against its digni- 
ty, by the violent intruduclion of a stranger into the 
heai't of its political constitution. We see him eser 
aloof, and ever isolated, like a foreign, hostile body, 
hovering over a surface which repels its contact. The 
strong hand itself of the monarch, who was bis friend 
and protector, could not support him against tlie antipa- 
thies of the nation, which had once resolved to with- 
hold from him all its sympathy. Tbe voice of national 
hatred was all-|iowerful, and was ready to forego even 
private interest, its certain gains; his alms even were 
shunned, like the fruit of an accursed tree. Like 

CBstilential vapor, the infamy of nnivereal reprobation 
ung over him. In liis case, giatitude believed itself 
abaolved from its duties; bra adherents shunned him; 
his friends were dumb in hia behalf. So terribly did 
the people avenge the iusulted niojosty of tlieir no- 
bles and their nation on the greatest monarch of the 

History lias repeated this [neinorable example only 
once, in Cardinal Mazarin ; but the instance differed ac- 
cording to tbe spirit of the two periods and nations. 
The highest power could not protect either from de- 
rision ; but if France found vent for its indignation in 
laughing at its pantaloon, the Netherlands hurried from 
scorn (o rebellion. The former, after a long bondage 
under the vigorous administi'ation of Richelieu, saw itself 
placed suddenly in unwonted liberty ; the latter had 
passed from ancient hereditary freedom into strange 
and unusual sei-vitude : it was as natural that the 
Fronde should end again in subjection, as that tbe Bel- 
gian troubles should issue in republican independence. 
The revolt of the Parisians was the offspring of pover- 
ty: unbridled, but not bold, arrogant, but without en- 
ergy, base and plebeian, like the source from which it 
sprang. The murmur of tlie Netherlands was the 
proud and powerful voice of wealth. Licentiousness 
and hunger inspired the former ; revenge, life, proper- 
ty, and religion, were the animating motives of the lat- 
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ter. R«pBcity was Mazariii's spring of action; GrHn- 
vella'B, lust of power. The formtir wns humnne and 
mild ; the latter harsh, imperious, cruel. The French 
minister sougbf, in the fnvor of his queen, an nsylum 
from the hatied of the mngnntes and the fury of the 
people ; the Netheilandlsh minister provoked the ha- 
tred of a whole nation in order to ]ilease one man. 
Against Mazarin were only a few fiictions, and the 
mob they could arm ; an entire and united nation, 
against Gi-anvella. Under the former, Parliament at- 
tempted to obtain, by stealth, a power which did not 
belong to them ; under the iiitter, it struggled for a law- 
ful authority which he insidiously had endeavored to 

. e. — ^i.-„ mi,. r_„™_.. i._j [^1 contend with 

)f the realm, as 

ipe of stepping 
shed to destroy 
which no single 

., I ^^ ,^^,...^^ ..w.»- -,..^.. 5, among the peo- 
ple, the influence of tlie minister at the court of the 
regent began to totler. The repeated complaints against 
the extent of hia power nmst at last have made her 
sensible how little felth was placed in her own ; per- 
haps, too, she began to fear that the universal abhor- 
rence which attached to him would soon include her- 
self also, or that his longer stay would inevitably provoke 
the menaced revolt. Long intercourse with him, bis 
instruction and example, had qualified her to govern 
without him. His dignity began to be more oppressive 
to her as he became less necessary, and his faults, to 
which her friendship had hitherto lent a. veil, became 
visible as it was withdrawn. She was now as much 
disposed to seai'ch out and enntnerate these faults as 
she formerly had been to conceal them. In this trnih- 
voreble state of her feelings toward the cardinal, the 
urgent and accumulated representations of the nobles 
began, at last, to find access fo her mind, and the more 
easily, as they contrived to mix up her own fears with 
their own. ■' It was matter of great astonishment," said 
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Count EgmoDt to her, " tbnt to gralify a mnn who waa 
Dot even a Fleming, niid of whom, thereibre, it must 
be well known that his happiness coulJ not be depend- 
ent on the prosperity of this coontiy, the king could bo 
content to see all his Netherlandish subjects suffeiv and 
this to please a foreigner, who, if his birth had made him 
a subject of the emperor, the purple had njBde a ci'ea- 
ture of the court of Rome." "To the king alone," 
added the count, "was Gmnvella indebted for his being 
still among the living ; for the futui-e, however, he would 
leave that care of him to the regent, and he hereby gave 
her warning." As the majority of the nobles, disgusted 
wilh the contemptuons treatment which they met with 
in the council of state, gradually withdrew from it, the 
arbitraiy proceedings of the minister lost the last sem- 
blance of republican deliberation which had hitherto soft- 
ened the odious aspect, and the empty desolation of the 
council chamber made his domineering rule appear in all 
its obnoxiousness. The resent now felt that she had a 
master over her, and from that moment the banishment 
of the minister was decided upon. 

With this object, she dispatched her private secre- 
tary, Thomas Ai'menteros, to Spain, to acquaint the king 
with the circumstances in which the cai-dinal was placed, 
ta apprise him of the intimations she had received of 
the intentions of the nobles, and in this manner, W cause 
the resolution for his recall to appear to emanate from the 
king himself. What she did not tike to trust to a letter, 
Armenteros was ordered Ingeniously to interweave m 
the oral communication, which the king would probably 
require from him, ArmenteTOs fulfilled his commission 
with all the ability of a consummate courtier ; but an au- 
dience of four hours could not overthrow the work of 
many years, nor destroy in Philip's mind his opinion of 
his minister, which was there unalterably established- 
Long did the monarch hold council with his policy and 
his interest, until Granvella himself came to the aid of 
his wavering resolution, imd voluntnrily solicited a dis- 
missal, which, he feared, could not much longer be de- 
feiTed. What tlie detestation of all the Netherlands 
could not effect, the contemptuous treatment of the no- 
bility accomplished ; he was, at taat, weary of a power 
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ti»e king, under the shape of a boon rather than of a sen- 
tence, and after the example of the Rdinans, meet, with 
dignity, a fate which he could no longer avoid. Philip, 
too, it would appear, prefeiTed generously to accord to 
the nation a request, rather than yield at a later period 
to a demand, and hoped at least to merit their thanks, 
by voluntarily conceding now what necessity would ere 
long estort. His fears prevailed over his obstinacy, and 
prudence overcame pride. 

Grnnvella doubted not for a moment what (he deci- 
sion of the king would be. A few days after the return 
of Armenteros, he saw humility and flattery disappear 
from tiie few faces which had, till theu, still servilely 
smiled upon him ; the last small crowd of base flatterers 
and eye-servants vanished from around his person ; his 
threshold was forsaken ; he perceived that Uie fructify- 
inewarmlh of royal favor had left him. 

Detraction, which had assailed him dui'ing his whole 
administration, did not spare him even in Fhe moment of 
resignation. People did not scruple to assert that a 
short time before he laid down his office, he had ex- 
p ed a wish to be reconciled to the Prince of Orange 
and Count Egmont, and even offered, if their forgiveness 

uld b hoped for on no other tei'ms, to ask pardon of 
h his knees. Tt was base and contemptible to 

liy 1 memory of a great and exIiaordinHry roan with 

h harge, but it is still more so, to hand it down 

no tr dieted to posterity. Gr.invella submitted to the 

y I mmand with a dignified composure. Already 
hod he written, a few months previously, to the Duke 
of Alva in Spwn, to prepare him a place of refuge in 
Madrid, iu case of his having to quit the Netherlands. 
The latter long bethought himself whether it was ad- 
visable lo bring thither so dangerous a rival for the fa- 
vor of his king, or to deny so important a friend such a 
valuable means of indulging his old hati'ed of the Flem- 
ish noblas. Revenge prevailed over fear, and he stren- 
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Bously suppoited GrnnveKa's request with the nKinarcIi, 
But bis intercession waa fruitlesa. Armenteros had per- 
suaded the king that the ministei-'s residence n Mad d 
would only revive, with inci'easeil violence, all he com 
plaiots of the Belgian oation, to which his m n t y had 
been sacrificed ; for then, he said, he would be s pe t 
ed of poisoning the very source of that powe who e 
outlets only he had hitheno been charged with corrupt 
ing. He therefore sent him to Burgundy, h nat a 
place, for which a decent prelent fortunatelj p e ented 
itself. The cardinal gave to his departure f o n B s 
seis the appearance of an unimportant jouiney f m 
which he would retain in a few days. Al the same 
time, however, all the state counselors, who, unde I a 
administration, had voluntarily excluded themselves from 
its sittings, leceived a command from the court to re- 
sume their seats in the senate at Brussels. Although 
the latter circumstance made his return not very credi- 
ble, nevertheless the retnotest possibility of it sobered the 
triumph which celebrated his departure. The regent 
herself appears to have been undecided what to think 
about the report ; for, in a fresh letter to the king, she 
repeated all the representations and arguments which 
ought to restrnin him from restoring this minister. Gran- 
vella himself, in his correspondence with Barlaimont and 
Viglius, endeavored to keep alive this rumor, and at 
least to alwrm with fews, however unsubstantial, the 
enemies whom he could no longer punish by his pres- 
ence. Indeed, the dread of the influence of this extra- 
ordinary man was so exceedingly gieat, that, to appease 
it, he was at last driven fi-om his home and his coun- 
try. 

After the death of Pius IV., Granvella went to Rome, 
to be present nt the election of a new pope, and at the 
same time lo discharge some commissions of his master, 
whose confidence in him remained unshaken. Soon 
after, Philip made him viceroy of Naples, where he 
succumbed to the seductions of the climate, and the 
spiiit which no vicissitudes could bend voluptuousness 
oveiTinme. He was sixty-two years old when the king 
allowed him to revisit Spain, where he continued with 
unlimited powers to administer tlie affahs of Italy. A 



.^hyGooglc 



RKVOLT OP THE NETHERLAA'Da. US 

gloomy old age. and the self-satisfied pride of a sexnee- 
nni'inn adminisnwion made him a linrsh nnd rigid judge 
of the opinions of others, a slave of custom, and a tedi- 
ons panegyrist of past times. But tlie policy of the 
closing century had ceased to bo the policy of die open- 
ing one. A new and younger ministiy were soon weary 
of so imperious a superintendent, and Philip himself 
began lo shun the aged counselor, who found nothing 
worthy of praise but the deeds of his father. Never- 
theless, when the conquest of Portugal called Philip lo 
Lisbon, he confided to the cardinal the care of his Span- 
ish territories. Finally, on an Italian tour, in the town 
of Manlua, in the seventy-third year of his life, Grnn- 
vella terminated his long existence in the full enjoyment 
of his gloiy, and after possessing for forty years the un- 
interruptod confidence of his king. 



A.D. 1564. immediately upon the departure of the min 
ister, all the happy results which were promised from 
his withdrawal were tuililled The dit,afrecfed nobles 
resumed their seats m the council, and again devoted 
themselves to the affairs ot the state with redoubled 
zeal, in order to give no room foi regret foi him whom 
they had driven away, and to prove, by the lortunnte 
administration of the state, that his services were not 
indispensable. The crowd round the duchess was 
great. All vied wilh one another in readiness, in sub- 
mission, and zeal in her service ; the hours of night 
were not allowed to stop the transaction of pressing busi- 
ness of state ; the greatest unanimity existed between 
ihe three councils, Uie best understanding between the 
court and the states. From the obliging temper of the 
Flemish nobility, every thing was to be had, as soon as 
their pride and self-will was flattered by confidence and 
obliging treatment. The regent took advantage of the 
first joy of the nation, to beguile them intoa vote of cer- 
tain taxes, which, under the preceding administi-ation, 
she could not have hoped to extort. In this Ihe gi'eat 
credit of the nobility efl'ectunlly suppoited her, and she 
soon learned from this nation the secret, which had 
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been so often verified in the Germnn Diet, that much 
must be demanded, in order to gel a little. 

With pleasure did the regent see herself emancipated 
from her long thi'nldojn ; the emulous industry of the 
nobility lightened for her the bui'den of business, and 
their insinuating humiiily allowed her to feel the full 
sweetness of power. 

d-D. 1564. Granvella had been overthrown ; but bia 
party still remained. His policy lived in his creatures, 
whom he left behind him in tlie privy council and 
in the chamber of finance. Hatred still smoldered 
among the factious, long after the leader wtis banished, 
and the names of llie Orange and Royalist paities, of the 
Patriots and Cardinalists, still continued to divide the 
senate, and lo keep up the flames of discord. Viglius 
Van Zuichem Van Aytta, president of the privy coun- 
cil, state counselor and keeper of the seal, was now 
looked upon as the most important person in the senate, 
and the most powerful prop of the crown and the tJara.' 
This highly meritorious old man, whom we have to 
thank for some valuable contributions towai'd the history 
of the rebellion of the Low Countries, and whose confi- 
dential cone sponde nee with his friends has generally 
been the guide of our narrntive, was one of the greatest 
lawyers of his time, as well as a theologian and priest, 
and had already, under the etnperor, filled the most im- 
portant offices. Familiar inlei-course with the learned 
men who adorned the age, and at the head of whom 
stood Ei'asmus of Rotterilam, combined with frequent 
travels in the impei-ial sei-vice, had extended the sphere 
of his information and experience, and in many points 
raised him in his principles and opinions above his co- 
temporaries. The fame of his erudition filled the 
whole ceotui7 in which he lived, and has handed his 
name down to posterity. When, in the year 1543, the 
connection of the Netherlands with the German Empire 
was to be settled at the Diet of Augsburg, Charles V. 
sent hither this statesman to manage the interests of 
the provinces ; and his ability principally succeeded in 
turning the negotiations to the advantage of the Nether- 
lands. After the death of the emperor, Viglius was one 
of the many eniicent ministers bequeathed to Philip by 
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hia ftther. aod ODe of the few in whom he honored his 

tZt „ hf . "V^"? P"'"*"' ^""^"'^ ^^ ^^ ""f Partici- 
pated m hia lust of power, nor. consequently, the ha- 
tred which nttacbed to him. A residence^f tweX 
year^ ,n tlie provinces, where the n,m important affair 
were inti'usted to him, appi'oved loyalty to his king, and 
zealous attachment to the Eoman Catholic tenets made 

inh^TelherlaX*^"''"^"''"''"'"™"^''"''*"'-"?'''^^ 
Viglius was a mao of learning, but no thinker; an ex- 
perienced statesman, but without an enlightened mind i 
of an intellect not sufficiently powerful to break, like his 
fnend Erasmus, the fetters of error, yet not sufficienUy 
bad to employ it, like his predecessor, Granvella, in thi 
service of his own pasaions. Too weak and timid to 
tollow boldly the guidance of his reason, he preferred 
faTisting to the more convenient path of conscience ; a 
Uiing was just, so soon as it became bis duty : he be- 
longed to those honest men who ai-e indispensable to 
Daa ones ; traud reckoned on his honesty. Half-a-eent- 
ury later he would have received his immortality from 
the freedom which he now helped to subvert. In the 
privy council at Brussels, he was the servant of tyran- 
ny; in the Parliament in Loudon, or in the Senate at 
Amsterdam, he would have died, perhaps, like Thomas 
More or Olden Barn ev eld t. 

In Count Barlainiont, the president of the council 
of finance, the opposition had n no less formidable an- 
lagomst than m Viglius. Historians have U'ansmitted 
but little information regarding the services and the 
opinions of this man. In the first part of his career, the 
dazzling greatness of the Cardinal Granvella seems to 
have cast a shade over him ; after the latter had disap- 
peared li'om the stage, the superiority of the opposite 
party kept him down ; but still the little that we do find 
respecting him throws a favorable light over his charac- 
ter. More than once the Prince of Orange exerted 
himself to detach him frona the interests of the cardinal, 
and to ,om him to his own party— sufficient praof that 
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he placed a. vulue on the prize All his efforts fsiled, 
which shows that he had to do with no vacLllHliDe 
chBmaei Moie ih in once, we see him alone, of all 
the raembeis of the council, stepping forward to oppose 
the dominnne fiictiou, nnd protecting against unlvei'sal 
opposition the inteieits of the ciown, which were Id 
momeotaij peril of berag sacrificed. When the Prince 
ot OiaLge had assembled the knights of the Golden 
Fleece in his own palace, with a view t« induce thetn 
to come to a prepamtoiy resolution for the abolitJou of 
Uie Inquisition, Barlaimout was the first to denounce tiie 
Illegality of this proceeding, and to inform the regent of it. 
bonie time after, the prince asked him if the regent knew 
ot that assembly, and Barlaimont hesitated not a moment 
to avow to him the truth. All the steps which have 
beeu ascribed lo him bespeak a man, whom neither in- 
fluence nor fear conid tempt— who. with a firm courage 
and indomitable constancy, remained faithful to the par- 
fj which he had once chosen, but who, it must at the 
Mme time be confessed, entertained too proud and too 
despotic notions to have selected any other. 

Among lie ndherents of the royal pai-ty at Brussels 
we have, further, the names of the Duke of Arschot. the 
counts of Mansfeld, Megen, and Aremberg— all three 
native Netherlanders ; and therefore, as it appeared 
bound equally with the whole Netherlandish nobility to 
oppose the hierarchy and the royal power in their native 
country. So much the more surprised must we feel at 
Uieir contrary behavior, and which is indeed the more 
remarkable, since we find them on terms of friendship 
with the most eminent men^bers of the faction, and 
any thing but msensible to the common grievances of 
their country. " 

But they had not self-confidence nor heroism enough 
to venture on an unequal contest with so superior an 
antagonist. With a cowardly prudence they made their 
just discontent submit to the stern law of necessity, and 
imposed a hard sacrifice on their pride, because their 
painpered vanity was capable of nothing better. Too 
thizfty and too discreet t« wish to extort from the justice 
or the fear of their sovereign lie certain good which 
they already possessed from his voluntary generosi^. or 
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to resign a real happiness in order to preserve the 
shadow of another, they rather employed the propitions 
moment, to drive a traffic with their constancy, which, 
from the genera! defection of the nubility, had now risen 
in value. Caring little for true glory, they allowed 
their ambition to decide which party they should take ; 
for the ambition of base minds prefers to bow beneath 
the hard yoke of compulsion rather than submit to the 
gentle sway of a superior intellect. Small would have 
been the value of the favor cnnfened, had they bestow- 
ed themselves on the Prince of Orange ; but their con- 
nection with royalty made them so much the more 
formidable as opponents. There their names would 
have been lost among his numerous adherents, and in 
the splendor of their rival; on the almost deserted side 
of the court their ioslgnilicant merit acquired luster. 

The families of Nassau and Croi (to the latt«r be- 
longed the Duke of Aracbot) had for several reigns been 
competitors for influence and honor, and their rivalry 
had kept up an old feud between their families, which 
religious differences finally made iiTeconcilable. The 
House of Croi, from time immemorial, had been renown- 
ed for its devout and strict observance of [apistic riles 
and ceremonies ; the counts of Nassau had gone over to 
the new sect — sufficient reasons why Philip of Croi, 
Duke of Arschot, should prefer a party which placed 
him the most decidedly in opposition lo the Prince of 
Orange. The court did not fail to lake advantage of 
this private feud, and lo oppose so important an enemy 
to the increasing influence of the House of Nassau in the 
republic. The counts Mansfeld and Megen had, till 
lately, been the confidential friends of Count Egmont. 
In common with him, they had raised their voice against 
the minister ; had joined him in resisting the Inquisition 
and the edicts, and had hitherto held with him as far as 
honor and duty would permit. But at these limits the 
three friends now separated. Egmont's unsuspecting 
virtue incessantly hurried him forward on the road to 
ruin; Mansfeld and Megen, admonished of the danger, 
began in good time to think of a safe retreat. There 
stiU exist letters which were interchanged between the 
counts Egmont and iWansfeld, and which, although 
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wrilten at a later period, give us a true picture of thfiir 
former friendship. " If," replied Count Mansfeld to his 
friend, wlio in an amicable manner had I'eproved him 
for his defection to the king, " if formerly I was of opin- 
ion that the general good made the abolition of the In- 
quisition, the mitigation of the edicts, mid the reinovsl 
of the Cardinal Granvetia necessary, the king has now 
acquiesced in this wish, and removed the cause of com- 
plaint. We have already done too much against the 
majesty of the sovereign and the authority of the 
Church ; it Is high time for us to turn, if we would wish to 
meet the king, when be comes, with open biow and 
without anxiety. As regards my own person, I do not 
dread his vengeance ; with confident courage 1 would, 
at his fii-st summons, present myself in Spain, and boldly 
abide mysentence from his justice and goodness. I do 
not say this as if I doubted whether Count Egmont can 
assert the same ; but he will act prudently, in looking 
more to his own safety, and in removing suspicion from 
his actions." " If I hear," he says in conclusion, " that 
he has allowed my admonitions to have their due weight, 
our friendship continues ; i£ not, I feel myself in that 
case strong enough to sacrifice all human ties to my 
duty and to honor." 

The enlarged power of the nobiliiy exposed the re- 
public to almost a greater evil than that which it had 
just escaped by the removal of the minister. Impoverish- 
ed by long habits of luxury, which at the same time had 
relaxed their momls, and to which they were now too 
much addicted to be able to renounce them, they 
yielded to the perilous opportunity of indulging their 
ruling inclination, and of again repairing the expiling 
luster of their fortunes. Extravagance brought on the 
thirst for gain, and this introduced bribery. Secular 
and ecclesiastical offices were publicly put up lo sale ; 
posts of honor, privileges, and patents, were sold to the 
highest bidder ; even justice was made a trade. Whom 
the privy council had condemned was acquitted by 
the council of state ; and what the former refused to 
grant was to be purchased Inm the latter. The council 
of stale, indeed, subsequently retoited the charge on 
the two other councils ; but it forgot thai it was its own 
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eXHiliple that coirupted them. The shrewdnesa of 
rapacity opened new sources of gain. Life, liber^, and 
reli^on were insured for a certain sum, like landed 
Bstares ; for gold, murderers and malefactors were free, 
and the nation was plundei-ed by a lottery. The servants 
and ci-eatuvea of the state, counselors and governors of 
provinces, were, without regard torankorment pushed 
into the most important posts whoever had a petit on 
to present at couit had to make hs way through the 
governors of provinces and their inferior sonants No 
artifice of seduction was spared to implicate in these 
excesses the private secretary ot the duchess Thomas 
Armenteros, a man up to this time ol irreproachable 
character. Through pretended professions of attach 
ment and friendship they contiived to msiruate them 
selves into his confidence and bj luxuuois enter 
tainments, to undermine his prmciples the seductue 
example infected his morals and new wants overcame 
his hitherto tacorruptible integrity. He was now blind to 
abuses in which he was an accomplice, and drew a veil 
over the crimes of others, in order at the same time to 
cloak his own. In connection with him, they robbed the 
royal excheqner, and defeated the objects of the govern- 
ment through a corrupt administration of its revenues. 
Meanwhile, the regent wandered on in a fond dream of 
power and activity, which the flattery of the nobles art- 
fully knew how to foster. The ambition of the factions 
played with the foibles of a woman, and, with empty 
signs and an humble show of submission, purchased real 
power from her. She soon belonged entirely to the 
faction, and had imperceptibly changed her principles. 
Diametrically opposing all her former proceedings, even 
in direct violation of her duty, she now brought before 
the council of state, which was swayed by the faction, 
not only questions which belonged to the other councils, 
but also the suggestions which Viglius had made to her 
in private, in die same way as formerly, under Gran- 
vella's administmtJon, she had improperly neglected to 
consult it at all. Nearly all business and oil influence was 
now diverted to the governors of provinces. All peti- 
tions were directed to them ; by them all lucrative ap- 
pointments were bestowed. Their usurpations were 
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indeed carried so far, thnt law jii-oceedings were with- 
drawn from tbe municipal autlionties oStiie towns, and 
brought befoie their own tfibunnia. The respectiibility 
of the provincial courts decreased as theii's extended, 
and with the respectjibility of the municipal functionaries 
the administration of justice and civil order declined. 
The smaller courts soon foLowed the example of the 
government of tlie country. The spirit which ruled the 
council of state at Brussels soon didused itself through 
the provinces. Briheiy, indulgences, robbeiy, venality 
of justice, were univeisal in the courts of judicature 
of the country; morals degenerated, and the new sects 
availed themselves of this all-pervading licentiousness to 
propagate their opinions. The religious inditfereoce or 
toleration of the nobles, who, either themselves inclined 
to the side of the inaovators, or, at least, detested the 
Inquisition as an instrument of despotism, had mitigated 
the rigor of the religious edicts ; and through the letters 
of indemnity, which were bestowed on many Protes- 
tants, the holy office was deprived of its best victims. In 
no way could the nobility more agreeably announce to 
the nation its present share in the government of the 
country than by sacrificing to it the hated tribunal of the 
Inquisition — and to this, inclinatioa induced tJiem still 
more than the diclates of policy. The nation passed, 
in a moment, from the most oppressive constraint of in- 
tolerance into a state of freedom, to which, however, it 
had already become loo unaccustomed to support it with 
moderation. The inquisitors, deprived of the support 
of the municipal authorities, found themselves an object 
of derision rather than of fear. In Bruges, the town 
council caused even some of their own servants to be 
placed in confinement, and kept on bread and water, for 
attempting to lay hands upon a supposed heretic. About 
this very time, the mob in Antwerp, having made a 
futile attempt to rescue a person chained with heresy 
from the holy office, there was placarded in die public 
mnrket-plaue an inscription, written in blood, to the 
effect that a number of persons had bound themselves 
by oath to avenge the death of that innocent person. 

From the cormption which pervaded the whole 
council of state, the privy council and the chaniher 
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As the fiiclion could not succeed m insinuating their 
adherents into these two councila the only couioe open 
to them wns if possible to lender both inefficient and 
to transfer their business to the council ot slate To 
carry out this design the Prince of Orange sought to 
secure the coSpei-anon of the other state counseloi-s 
"They were cilied indeed senators he liequeotly 
declared to hii adheients but othois poa«ea=ed the 
power. If goH was wanted to pay the troops oi when 
the question whs how the spreading heresy was to be 
repressed, or the people kept in oidei then they weie 
consulted; although in fact they were the guardians 
neither of the tieauiy nor of the laws but only the 
organs, through which the othei two councils opeiated 
on the state And yet alone thej weie equal to the 
whole adminisuation ol the country which had been 
uselessly portioned out umona three sepirate chambers 
If ihey would among themselves only agree to leunite 
to the council of state these two important blanches 
of government which had bee i dissevered from it one 
soul might animate the whole body A plan was 

preliminarily and secretly agree J on n accoi dance with 
which twelve new Knights of the Fleece weie to be 
added to the council of state, the administration of 
justice restored to the tribunal at Majines, to which it 
originally belonged, the granting of letters of grace, pat- 
ents, and so forth assigned to the president Viglius, 
whde the management of the finances should be com- 
mitted to it. All the difficulties, indeed, which the dis- 
trust ot the court, and its jealousy of the increasing pow- 
er of the nobility would oppose to its innovation, were 
foreseen and provided against ; in order to constrain the 
regent's assent, some of the principal officers of the 
army were put forward as a cloak, who were to annoy 
the court at Brussels with boisterous demands for their 
arrears of pay, and io case of refusal to threaten a re- 
Dellion. It was also contrived to have the regent assail- 
ed with numerous petitions and memorials, complaining 
of the delays of justice, and exaggerating the danger. 
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which was to be apprehended from the dnily growth of 
heresy. Nothing was omitted to darken the picture of 
the disorganized state of society, of Ihe abuse of justice, 
and of the deficiency in the iiiinricea, which wss made 
90 Blartning that she awoke with terror from the delusion 
of prospei'ity in which she had hitherto ci'adled herself. 
Slie called the three conDcils together, to consult them 
on the means by which these disordei's were to be rem- 
edied. The majority was in favor of sending an extra- 
ordinary ambassador to Spain, who, by a circumstantial 
and vivid detineatoin, should make the king ncquaioted 
with the true position of affairs, and if possible prevail 
on him to adopt efficient measures of reform. This 
proposition was opposed by Tiglius, who, however, had 
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complained of," he said, " 



naideration . in short, if the 
councils and the governors of provinces would only ful- 
fill their own duties, the present gi-ounds of complaint 
would soon bo removed. Why, then, send an ambas- 
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satlor to Spain, when as yet nntUing has occurred to 
juBCify so extraordiniiry an expedient? If, however, 
the council thinks otherwise, he would not oppose the 
general voice ; only he must make it a condition of his 
concurrence, that the principal instruction of the envoy 
should be, to etiti-eat the king to make them a speedy 

There was but one voice as to the choice of an en- 
Toy. Of all llie Flemish nobles. Count Egmont was 
the only one whose appointment would give equal sat- 
isfaction to both parties. His hnti-ed of the Inquisition, 
his patriotic and liberal sentiments, and the unblemished 
integrity of his chnrncter, gave to the republic sufficient 
surety for his conduct, while, for the rejisons already 
mentioned, he could not fail to be welcome to the king. 
Moreover, Egmont's personal figure and demeanor were 
calculated, on his first appearance, to make that tavora- 
ble impression which goes so far toward* winning the 
hearts of princes ; and his engaging carriage would come 
to the aid of his eloqueuce, and enforce his petition with 
those persuasive aits which are indispensable to the 
success of even the most trifling suits to royalty. Eg- 
mont himself, too, wished for the embassy, as it would 
affi>rd him the opportunity of adjusting, personally, mat- 
t«r3 with his sovereign. 

About this time, the Council, or rather Synod of Trent 
closed its sittings, end published its decrees to the whole 
of Christendom. But these canons, far from accom- 
plishing the object for which the synod was originally 
convened, and satisfying the expectation of religious 
parties, had rather wideaed the breach between thera, 
and made the schism irremediable and eternal. 

The labors of the synod, instead of purifying the Ko- 
mish church from its coiTuptions, had only reduced the 
latter to greater definlteuesa and precision, anil invested 
them with the sanction of authority. All the siibtilties 
of its teaching, all the arls and usurpations of the Ro- 
man See, which had hitherto vested more on arbitrary 
usage, were now passed into laws, and raised into a sys- 
tem. Tlie uses iind abuses which, during the barbarous 
times of ignorance and superstition.had crept into Christ- 
ianity, were now declared essential parts of its worship, 
l2 
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and anathemas were denounced upon nil who should 
dai-e to contradict the dogmiis, or neglect the observan- 
ces, of the Romish Communion. All were anathomatia- 
ed who should either presume to doubt tbe miraculous 
power of relics, and refuse to honor the bones of mar- 
tyrs, or should be so bold as to doubt the availing effica- 
ey of the intercession of saints. The power of gi'ant- 
ing indulgences, the first source of the defection from 
the See of Rome, wns now propounded in an irrefra- 
gable ai-Iacle of fiiith ; and the principle of monasticism 
sanctioned by an express decree of the synod, which 
allowed males to take the vows at sixteen, and females 
at twelve. And while all the opinions of the Protes- 
tants wei'e, without exception, condemned, no indul- 
gence was shown to their errors or weaknesses, nor a 
single step taken to win them back by mildness to the 
bosom of the iSIother Church. Among the latter, the 
wearisome records of the subtile deliberations of the 
synod, and the absurdity of its decisions, increased, if 
possible, the hearty contempt which they had long en- 
tertained for popery, and laid open to their controversial- 
ists new and hitherto unnoticed points of attack. It 
was an ill judged step to bring the mysteries of the 
Church too close to the glaring touch of reason, and to 
fight with syllogisms for the tenets of a blind belief. 

Moreover, the decrees of the Council of Trent were 
not satisfactoiy even to all the powei-s in communion 
with Home. France rejected them entirely, both be- 
cause she did not wish to displease the Huguenots, and 
also because she was offended by the supremacy which 
the Pope anognted to himself over the council ; some of 
the Roman Catholic princes of Germany likewise de- 
clared agaiost it. Little, however,asPhilipII.waspleased 
with many of ilsarticles, which trenched too closely upon 
ins own rights, for no monarch was ever more jealous 
of his prerogative; highly as the Pope's assumption of 
control over the council, and its arbitrary, pi'ecipitftte 
dissolution, had olfendsd him ; just as was his indignation 
at the slight which the Pope had put upon his ambassa- 
dor; he neveitheioBS acknowledged the deci'ees of the 
synod, even in its present form, because it favored his 
darling object— the extirpation of heresy. Political con- 
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siderations were nil postponed to this one i-eligious object, 
and he commanded the publication and eotbrcecnent of 
its canons throughout his dominions. 

The spirit of revolt, which was diffused through the 
Belpan provinces, scarcely required this new stimulus. 
There the minds of men were in a ferment, nod the 
character of the Romish chui'ch had sunk almost to the 
lowest point of contempt in the general opinion. Under 
such circumstances, the imperious and frequently inju- 
dicious decrees of the council could not fail of being 
highly offensive ; but Philip 11. could not belie his re- 
ligious chai'acter so far as to allow a different relj^on to 
a portion of his subjects, even though they might live on 
a different soil and under different laws from the rest. 
The regent was strictly enjoined to exact in the Neth- 
erlands the same obedience to the decrees of Trent 
which was yielded to them in Spain and Italy. 

They met, however, with the warmest opposition in 
the council of state at Brussels. " The nation," Wil- 
liam of Orange declared, " neither would nor could ac- 
knowledge them, since they were, for the most part, 
opposed to the fundamentalprinciples of their constitution; 
and for similar reasons they had even been rejected by 
several Roman Catholic princes." The whole council, 
nearly, was on the side of Orange ; a decided majority 
were for entreating the king either to recall the decrees 
entirely, or, at least, to publish them under certain limi- 
tations. This proposition was resisted by Viglius, who 
insisted on a strict and literal obedience to the royal 
commands. "The Church," he said, -'had in all ages 
maintained the pm'ily of its doctrines and the strictness 
of Us discipline by means of such general councils. No 
more efficacious remedy could be opposed to the eri'ore 
of opmiOD which had so long distracted their country 
than these very decrees, the rejection of which is now 
urged by the council of state. Even if they are occa- 
sionally at variance with the constitutional rights of the 
citjzeno this is an evil which can easily be met by a ju- 
dicious and tempei'ate application of them. For the vest, 
it ledounds to the honor of our sovereign, the King of 
Spa n thit he alone, of all the princes of his time, re- 
fuses to yield his better judgment to necessity, and will 
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not, for nny fear of ronsequences, reject inenaures which 
the welfiire of the Chureh deiiinncls, and which the hap- 
piness of his subjects mnkes a duty." 

But the decrees also contained severni matters which 
affected the rights of the crown itself. Occnsion was 
therefore taken of this fact, to propose that these sec- 
tions, at least, should be otoitted fi-om the proclamation. 
By this means, the king might, it was argued, be re- 
lieved from these obnoxious and degrading articles by a 
happy expedieut ; the national liberties of tiie Nether- 
lands might be advanced as the pretest for the omission, 
and the name of the republic lent to cover this encroach- 
ment on the authority of the synod. But the king had 
caused the decrees to be received and enforced in his 
other dominions unconditionally : and it was not to be 
expected that he would give the other Roman Catholic 
powers such an example of opposition, and himself un- 
dermine the edifice whose foundation he bad been so as- 
siduous in laying. 



Count Egmont was dispatched to Spiun, to make a 
forcible representation to the king on the subject of 
these decrees ; to persuade iiim, if possible, to adopt a 
milder policy towai'd his Protestant subjects, and to pro- 
pose to him the incorporation of the three councils, was 
the commission he received from the malcontents. By 
the regent, he was charged to apprise the monarch of 
the refractoiy spirit of the people ; to convince him of 
the impossibility of enfoi'cing these edicts of religion in 
their full severity ; and lastly, to acquaint him with the 
bad state of the military defenses, and the exhausted 
condition of the exchequer. 

The count's public iostructions were drawn up by the 
Presideot Viglius. They contained heavy complaiuts 
of the decay of Justice, the growth of heresy, and the 
exhaustion of the treasury. He was also lo press ur- 
eently a persona! visit from the king to the Netherlands. 
The rest was left to the eloquence of the envoy, who re- 
ceived a hint from the regent not to let so f^r an oppor- 
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loiiity escape of establishing himself in the favor of hia 
sovereign. 

The terms in which the count's instructions and the 
represeutationa which he was to make to the king were 
drawn up, appeared to the Prince of Orange far too 
vHgue and general. " The president's statement," he 
said, "of our grievances comes very lar short of the truth. 
How can the king apply the suitable remedies, if we 
conceal from him &ie full extent of the evil? Let us not 
represent the number of the heretics inferior to what 
it is in reality. Let us candidly acknowledge that they 
swarm in every province, and in every hamlet, however 
small. Neither let us disguise from him the truth, that 
they despise the penal statutes, and entertain but little 
l-everence for the government. What good can come 
of this concealment ? Let us rather openly avow to the 
king, that the republic can not long continue in its pres- 
ent condition. The privy council, indeed, will perhaps 
pronounce differently, for to them the existing disorders 
ore welcome. For what else is the source of the 
abuse of justice, and the universal corruption of the 
courts of law, but its insatiable rapaci^? By what 
ithev can the pomp and scandalous luxury of its mem- 
■>ei-s, whom we have seen rise from the dust, be snp- 
ooited, if not by bribery ? Donotthe people daily com- 
plain that no other key but gold can open an access to 
^em ; and do not even their quarrels prove how litUo 
ihey are swayed by a care for the common weal ? Are 
they likely to consult the public good, who are the slaves 
of their private passions ] Do they think, forsooth, that' 
we, the governors of the provinces, are with our soldiers to 
stand ready at the beck and call of an infamous lictor? Let 
them sec bounds to their indulgences and free pardons, 
which they so lavishly bestow on the very persons to whom 
we thinkit just and expedient to deny them. No one can 
remit the punishment of a crime, without sinning against 
sDciety.and contributing to the in crease of the general evil. 
To my mind, and I have no hesitation to avow it, the 
distribution among so many councils of the state secrets 
and the affairs of government always appeared highly 
objectionable. The council of state is sufficient for ail 
the duties of the administration ; several patriots bave 
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already felt this in silence, and I now openly declare it. 
It is ray decided conviction, the only but sufficient rem- 
edy for all the evils complained of is to merge the two 
other chambers in the council of state. This is the point 
which we must endeavor to obtain from the king, or the 
present embassy, like all others, will be entirely useless 
and ineffectual." The prince now laid before the assem- 
bled senate the pian which we have already described. 
Viglius. against whom this new proposition was Individ- 
ually and mainly directed, and whose eyes were now 
suddenly opened, was overcome by tlie violence of his 
vesaljon. The agitation of his feelings was too much for 
bis feeble body, and he was found, on the following morn- 
ing, paralyzed by apoplexy, nnd in danger of his life. 

His place was supplied by Jaacliim Hopper, a mem- 
ber of tha privy council, at Brussels, a man of old-fash- 
ioned morals and unblamable integrity, the president's 
most trusted and worthiest friend.* To meet the wishes 
of the Orange party, he made some additions to tha 
mslructiona of the ambassador, relating, chiefly, to the 
abolition of the Inquisition and the, incorporation of the 
three councils, not so much with the consent of the re- 

fent, as in the absence of her prohibitiop. Upon Count 
;gmonl taking leave of the president, who had recover- 
ed from his attack, the latter requested hira to procure 
in Spain permission to resign his appointment. His 
day, he declared, was past ; like the example of his 
friend and predecessor Granvella, he wished to redro 
into the quiet of private life, and to anticipate the uncer- 
tamty of fortune. His genius warned him of impending 
storm, by which he could have no desire to be overtaken. 
Count Eginont embarked on his journey to Spain in 
January, 1565, and was received there with a kindness 
and respect which none of his rank had ever before ex- 
perienced. The nobles of Castile, taught by the king's 
example to conquer their feelings, or, rather, true to his 
policy, seemed to have laid aside their ancient grudge 

' YiM Vigi, i 89- The person from whoee memoitj I have 
w!^l '""Z" '"^"^ ""nsttationa uf the times of this epoch. 
His subaenuent journey to Spain eave rise to the corresnnnX^nrB 
between hV au^ the UJent. which a ^e of XXst vT 
able documeula for our history. 
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to the general wish, 
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against the Flemish nobility, end vied with one another 
in winning his heart by their afTabilily. All his private 
matters were immediately settled to his wishes by Che 
king, nay, even bis expectations exceeded ; and during 
the whole period of his stay he had arnple cause to boast 
" ' ' ■ ■'■ " the monarch. The latter assured 
ns, of his love for his Belgian 
t hopes of his acceding eventually 
d remitting somewhat of the 
i edicts. At the same time, 
r, he appointed in Madrid a commission of theo- 
logians, to whom he proponnded the question, " Is it 
necessary to grant to lie provinces the religious tolera- 
tioD they demand V As the majority of them were of 
opinion that tbe peculiar constitulaon of the Netherlands 
and the fear of a rebellioD might weD excuse a degree 
of forbearance in their case, the question was repeated 
more pointedly. " He did not seek to know," be said, 
" if he miglit do so, but if he must ?" When the latter 
question waa answered in the negative, be rose from his 
seat, and, kneeling down before a crucifix, prayed in 
these words ; " Almighty Majesty, suffej- ii ' "" 









reject thee !" In perfect accoi-dance witli the spirit of 
this prayer were the measures which he resolved to 
adopt in the Netherlands. On tbe article of religion 
this monarch had tnken bis ro;olution once forever; 
urgent necessity might, perhaps, have constrained hira 
temporarily to suspend tbe execution of the penal stat- 
utes, but never formally to repeal them legally, or even 
to modify them. In vain did Egmont represent to him 
that the public execution of the heretics daily augmented 
the number of their followers, while the courage, and 
even joy, with which they met their death liLed the 
spectators with the deepest admiration, and awaUened in 
them high opinions of a doctrine which could make such 
heroes of its disciples. This representation was not, 
indeed, lost upon the king ; but it had a very ditferent 
effect from what it was intended to produce. In order 
to prevent these seductive scenes, without, however, 
compromising tbe severity of the^edicta, he fell upon an 
expedient, and determined in future that the er'"''"'""'' 
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should take place in private. Tho answer of the king 
on the snbjeot of the embassy was given to the couct in 
writing, and addressed to the regent. The king, when 
he granted him an audience to take leave, did not omit 
to call him to account for his bEbavior Co Granvella, and 
alluded particularly to the iivery invented in derision of 
tile cardlod. Egmout protested that the whole affair 
had originated in a convivial joke, and nothing was 
further trom.tbeir meaning than to derogate in the least 
from the respect that was due to royalty. " If he 
knew," he said, "that any individual among them had 
entertidned such disloyal thoughts, he himself would 
challenge him to answer for it with bis life." 

At his departure, tho monarch made him a present 
of fifty thousand florins, and engaged, moreover, to fur- 
nish a portion for hia daughter, on her marriage. He 
also consigned to his care the young Famese of Parnia, 
whom, to gratify the regent, his mother, he was sending 
to Brussels. The king's pretended mildness, and his 
professions of re^rd for the Belgian nation, deceived 
the open-hearted Fleming. Happy in the idea of being 
the bearer of so much felicity t« his native country, 
when, in fact, it was more remote than ever, he quilted 
Madrid, satisfied beyond measure to think of the joy 
with which the provinces would welcome the message 
of their good king ; but the opening of the royal answer 
in the council of state at Brussels disappointed alt these 
pleasing hopes. "Although in regard to the religious 
edicts," this was its tenor, "his resolve was firm and 
immovable, and he would rather lose a thousand lives 
than consent to alter a single letter of it; still, moved 
by the representations of Count Fgmont, he was, on tho 
other hand, equally determined not to leave any gentle 
means untried to guard the people against tlie delusions 
of heresy, and so to avert from them that punishment 
which must otherwise infallibly overtake them. As he 
had now learaed from the count that the principal source 
of the existing errors in the faith was in the moral de- 
pravity of the clergy, the bad instruction and the neg- 
lected education of the young, he hereby empowered 
the regent to appoint a special commission of three 
bishops, and a convenient number of learned theotogians, 
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whose bas oea ould be to consult about the neces- 

sary efo n s n order that the people might no longer 
be led a y th gb scandaJ nor plunge into error 
th o gh go an e As, moreover, he hnd been inform- 
ed tha e p fa e eculions of ifae heretics did bnt af- 
ford them an opportunity of boastfully displaying a fool- 
hardy courage, and of deluding the common herd by an 
affectation of the gloiy of martyrdom, the commission 
was to devise means for putting in force the final seQ- 
tence of the Inquisition with greater secrecy, and theie- 
by depriving condemned heretics of the honor of their 
obdumcy." In order, however, to provide against the 
commission going beyond its prescribed limits, Philip 
expressly required that the Bishop of Ypres, n man 
whom he could rely on as a determined zealot for the 
Bomish faith, should be one of the body. Their delib- 
erations were to be conducted, if possible, in secrecy, 
while the object publicly assigned to them should be 
the introduction of the Tridentine decrees. For this, 
his motive seems to have been twofold : on the one 
hand, not to alarm the court of Rome by the assembling 
of a privatfl council ; nor, on llie othei', to afford any 
encouragement to the spirit of rebellion in the provinces. 
At its sessions, the duchess was to preside, assisted by 
some of the more loyally disposed of her counselors, 
and regularly transmit to Philip a written account of its 
transactions. To meet her most pressing wonts, he 
sent her a small supply in money. He ^so gave her 
hopes of a visit fi-om himself; first, however, it was ne- 
cessary that the war with the Turlis, who were then 
expected in hostile force before Malta, should be termi- 
nated. As to the proposed augmentation of the council 
of state, and its union with the privy council and cham- 
ber of finance, it was passed over in perfect silence : the 
Duke of ArBchot, however, who is ali'eady known to us 
as a zealous royalist, obtained a voice and seat in the 
latter. Yiglius, indeed, vras allowed to retire from the 
presidency of Itie privy council, but he was obliged, nev- 
ejthelesi, to continue to discharge its duties for four 
more years, because his successor. Carl Tyssenaque, of 
the council for Netherlandish aifairs in Madrid, could 
Dot sooner be spared. 

M 
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seveker keuelous edicts. umversai, orfosition 

Scaicely was Egiiiont i-etui'iied, wheii sevever edicts 
Bgninst heretics, which, as it were, pursueil hiiu fi'om 
Spain, contradicted tbe joyful tidings wiiich he hnd 
brought of a liappy change in the sentiments of the 
moiiai-ch. They were at the same time accompanieii 
with a tranacript of the dicrees of Trent, as tliey wei-e 
RcU now led god i,i Spain, and wei'e now to be proclaimed 
in the NetherL.nds also ; with it can-Ls likewise tbe domh- 
warrants of some A.uabapti3ts and otiier Uiuds of here- 
t.cs. " The count has been beguiled," William the Si- 
lent was now heard to say, "and deluded by Spaciish 
cunuine. Self-love and vanity have blinded bis penetra- 
tion ; for his own advantage he has foi^otlen the gen- 
enil welfare." The treiichery of the Spanish ministry 
w:ts now exposed, and this dishonest proceeding roused 
ihe indignation of the noble<sC in the land. But no one 
felt it more acutely than Count Egniont. who now per- 
ceived himselt W have been the tool of Spanish dupl.cHy, 
and to have become nn wittingly the betmyer of his own 
country. " These specious favova, then," he exclaimed 
loudly and bitterly, " were nothing but an artifice to ex- 
pose me to the ridicule of my fellow-citizens, and to de- 
stroy my good name. If this is the fashion after which 
the king purposes to keep the promises which he made 
to me in Spain, let who will take Flanders ; for my 
part, T will prove by my retii-ement from public busi- 
ness that 1 have no share in this breach of faith." In 
fact, ttie Spanish ministry could not have adopted a surer 
method of breaking the credit of so impoi'tanC a man, 
than by exhibiting him to his fellow-citizens who adored 
bim. as one wliom they had succeeded in deluding. 

Meanwhile the commission had been appelated, and 
had unanimously cocne to the following decision : — 
" Whether for the moral reformation of the clergy, or 
for the reli^iaus instrucrion of the people, or for the ed- 
ucation of youth, sue!; abundant provision had already 
been made in tlie decrees of Trent, that nothing now 
was requisite but to put these decrees in force as speed- 
ily ns possible The imiterial edicts ogunst the here- 
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tics already, ought on no account to be recalled or mod- 
ifled; the couita of justice, however, might he secretly 
instructed to punish with death none but obstinate here- 
tics or preachers, to make a difference between the differ- 
ent sects, and to show consideration to tbe age, rank, sex, 
or disposition of the accused. If it were really the case, 
that public executions did but inflame fanaticism, then, 
perhaps, the unheroic, less observed, but stilt equally 
severe punishment of the gaDeys, would be well adapted 
Ki bring down all high notions of martyrdom. As to the 
delinquencies which might have arisen out of mere lev- 
ity, curiosity, and thou gWlessn ess, it would perhaps be 
sufficient to punish them by fines, exile, or even corpo- 
real chastisement." 

During these deliberations, which, moreover, it was 
requisite to submit to the k-ing at Madrid, and to wait 
for the notiticatioa of his opprovai of them, the lime 
passed away unprofitably, the proceedings against the 
sectaries being either suspended, or, at least, conducted 
very supinely. Since the recall of Granvelia, the dis- 
union which prevailed in Ihe higher councils, and from 
thence had extended te the provincial courts of justice, 
combined with the mild feelings generally of the nobles 
on the subject of religion, had raised the courage of the 
sects, and allowed free scope to liie proselyting mania 
of their apostles. The inquisitors, too, had fallen into 
contempt, in -consequence of the secular arm withdraw- 
ing its support, and in many places even openly taking 
their victims under its protection. The Roman Catholic 
part of the nation had formed great expectations from 
the decrees of the Synod of Trent, as well as from Eg- 
mont's embassy to Spain; but in the latter ease, their 
hopes had scarcely been justified by the ji^ous tidings 
which the count had brought back, and, in the integrity 
of his heart, left nothing undone to make known as 
widely as possible. The moie disused the nation had 
become to severity in matters peitaining Ki religion, the 
more acutely was it likely to feel the sudden adoption of 
even stjll more rigorous measures. In this position of af- 
fairs, the royal rescript arrived from Spain, in answer to 
the propositionoftlie bishops and thelastdispatchesof the 
regent. " Whatever interpretation (such was iJa tenor) 
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Count EgmoQt may bare given to the king's verbal coni- 
mnnications, it had never, in the remotest manner, enter- 
ed his mind to think of alteriog in the slightest degree the 
penal statutes which the emperor, his father, had five- 
and-thir(j years ago published in the provinces. These 
edicts he therefore commanded should henceforth be 
earned rigidly into eflect, the Inquisition should receive 
the most aetive support from the secular arm, and the 
decrees ot the Council of Trent be in-evocably and 
unconditionally acknowledged in all the provinces of 
hia Netherlands. He acquiesced fully in the opinion 
of the bishops and canonisls, as to the sufficiency of 
the Tridentine decrees as guides in all points of ref- 
ormation of the clergy or insti-uction of the people; 
but he could not concur with them as to the mitigation 
of punishment which they proposed, in consideration 
either of the oge, sex, or character of individuals, since 
he wna of opinion tliat his edicts were in no degree 
wanting in moderation. To nothing but want of zeal 
and disloyalty on the part of tbe judges could lie ascribe 
the progress which heresy had already made io the 
country. In future, therefore, whoever among thenl 
should be thus wanting in zesl, must be removed from 
his office, and make room for a more honest judge. The 
Inquisition ought to pursue its appointed path firmly, 
fearlessly, and dispassionately, without regaixl to, or con 
sideration of, human feelings, and was to look neither 
before nor behind. Ho would always be ready to ap- 
prove of all its measures, however extieme, if it only 
avoided public scandal." 

This letter of the king, to which the Orange party- 
have asciibed alt the subsequent troubles of the Nether- 
lands, caused the most violent, excitement among the 
state counselors, and the expiesaions which in society 
they either accidentally or intentionally let fall from 
them with regard to it, spread terror and alarm among 
the people. The dread of the Spanish Inquisition re- 
turned with new force, and with it came fresh appre- 
hensions of the subversion of their liberties. Already 
the people fancied they could hear prisons building, 
chains and fetters forging, and seo piles of fagots col- 
lecting. Society was occupied with this one theme of 
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and fear kept no locgej: within bounds. 
Writings were aflixed to houses of the nobles, in which 
thej were called upon, as formerlj Kome called on her 
Brutus, to conie forward and save expiring freedom. 
Biting pasquinades were published against the new 
bishops— lormentors, as they were caJled ; the clergy 
were ridiculed in comedies, and abuse spared the throne 
ns little as the Romish See. 

Terrified by the rnmors which were afloat, the regent 
called together all the counselors of state to consult them 
on tno course she ought to adopt in this pelilous crisis- 
Opinion varied and disputes were violent. Undecided 
between fear and duty, they hesitated ta come to a con- 
cliuion, until, at last, the aged senator, Viglius, rose 
and surprised the whole assembly by his opinion, " It 
would," he said, "be the height of folly ions to think of 
promulgating the royal edict nt the present moment ; 
the king must be informed of the reception which, in all 
probability, it wiU now meet. In the mean time, the 
inquisitore mast be enjoined to use their power with 
moderecion, and to abstain from severity." But if these 
words of the aged president surprised tiie whole assem- 
bly, still greater was die astonishment ivhen the Prince 
of Orange stood up and opposed his advice. " The 
royal will," he said. " is too clearly and too precisely 
stated ; it is tiie result of too long and too mature delib- 
eration for us to venture to delay its execution, without 
bringing on ourselves the reproach of the most culpable 
obstinacy." " That I tuWe on myself," interrupted 
Viglius; "I oppose myself to his displeasure. If, by 
this delay, we purchase for him the peace of the Neth- 
erlands, our opposition will eventually secure for us the 
lasting gratitude of the king." The regent already be- 
gan to incline to the advice of Viglius, when the prince, 
vehemently interposing, "What," he demanded, "what 
have tho many re])iesentations which we have already 
made effected ] of what avail was the embassy we so 
lately dispatched ? Nothing ! And what, then, do we 
wait for more ? Shall we, his state counselors, bring 
upon ourselves the wliole weight of his displeasDre, by 
determining, nt our own peril, to render him a service 
for which he will never thank \ia1" Undecided and un- 
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certain, tfae whole Rssejnbly remnined silent ; bnt no one 
hnd courage enough to assent to or reply to him. But 
the prince bad appealed to the fears of the regent, and 
these left her no choice. The consetiuentes of her un- 
fortunate obedience to the king's command will sooa 
appear. But, ou the other hand, if by a wise disobedi- 
ence she had avoided these fatal conseqnences, is it 
clear that the result would not have been the same ? 
However, she had adopted the most fatal of the two 
counsels ; htippeu wlint would, the royal oi'diDance was 
to be promulgated. This time, therefore, faction pre- 
vailed, aod the advice of the only true friend of ihe 
governmpiit, who, to serve his monarch, was ready to 
incur his displeasure, vms disregai'ded. With this ses- 
sion terminated the peace of the recent ; from this day 
the Netherlands dated all the trouble which uninter- 
ruptedly visited their country. As the counselors sep- 
arated, the Prince of Orange said to one who stood 
nearest to him, " Now will soon be acted a gieat 
tragedy." • 



a proof of his dishDJle 

had iiivatiably, up to this period, boih by woid and deed, oppoaec- 
the measures of the couit, so long as lie had any ground lo fear 
tbat the king's measures could be EUCcessfully carried out, sup- 
ported tbem now for the fiist time, when be was convinced that 
a sCfupuloUB obedience 10 tbe royal orders would iaevitably prej- 
udice him. Id order la convince tbe king of bis folly in disre- 
garding bis warning? ; in order to be able lo boast, ' thia I fore- 
saw,' and ' 1 foretold that,' be was willing to risk, ilie welfare of 
faia nation, for which alone he had hitherio professed to ettuggle. 
Tlie whole tenor of bis previous conduct proved tbat he held the 
enforcement of the edicts to be an evil ; nevertheless, he at once 
becomes felse to hia own convictions, and follows an opposite 
course ; although, ao far as tbe nation was concerned, tbe same 
grounds existed as had dictated bis former measures : and he 
changed his conduct simply that the reanlt might be different to 
tbe king." " It is clear, therefore," continue his adversaries, 
" that the welfare of the nation bad less weight with him than 
his animosity to his sovereign. In ordel' Co gratify bis hatred to 
tbe latter he does not hesitate to saifritice the former." Bui is it 
then true, that by calling for tbe promulgation of these edicts, ha 
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An ettict, therefore, was issued ro nil the governors of 
proviDces, commanding them rigorously to enlor'ce ihe 
mandaiea of llie emperor ngninst herttlics, as well as 
these which had been passed under ibe present govern- 
ment, the decrees of the Council of Trent, and those of 
the episcopal commission, which had latelj sat to give 
all the aid of the civil force to the Inquisition, and also 
t« enjuia a similar line of conduct on the ofSceru of gov- 
ernment under ibem. More eU'ectually to secure their 
object, every governor wna to select from his own coun- 
cil an efficient- officer, who should frequently make the 
cii'cuit of the pi'ovince, and institute sti'ict inquiiies into 
the obedience shown by the inferior officers to these 
commnnds, and then transmit quarterly to the capital 
an exact report of their visitation. A copy of the Tii- 
deotine decrees, accoi'ding to the Spanish originid, was 
also sent to the arclibishops aad bishops, with an intima- 
tion, that in ease of their needing the nssistaoce of the 
secular pov^er, the governoi-s of their dioceses, with 
their troops, were pliiced at their disposal. Against 
these decrees no privilege wns to avail ; however, the 
king willed and ccmmanded thiit (he particular territo- 
rial rights of the provinces and towns should in no case 
be inli'inged. 

this' was really ths only v»ay effecluady (0 frustrate tUem J' The 
nation was in a ferment, and the indignant people would (there 
was reasoa to except, and as Vtglius himself seema (o have ap- 
prehended) show so decided a spirit ofoppoailion as must compel 
the king to yield. " Now." saja Orange, ■' my country feels alt 
the inipnlae necessary for it lo contend successfully with tyran- 
ny ! If 1 neglect the present monient. the tyrant will, by aecrat 
negotiation and intrigue, find means to obtain by stesllh what by 
open force he could not. The same chjecl will be steadily pur- 
sued, only with greater caution end foibesrance; hut extremity 
alone can combine the people to unity of purpose, and move 
them to bold measures." It is cl«ar, therefore, that, with regard 
to the king, the prince did but change bis laDguage only ; but 
that, as far as the people was concerned, his conduct was per- 
fectly ciHieistent. And what duties did he owe the king, apart 
fiom those he owed the republic 7 Was he to oppose an arliitrary 
act in the very moment when it was about to entail a just retiibn- 
tion on ita author? Would he have done his duty to his country, 
if ho had deterred its oppressor from a precipitate step, which 
alone could save it from lis otherwise unavoidable misery? 
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Those commands, which were publicly read in every 
towD by a herald, pioduced im eflert on the people, 
which in the fullest mannei leiified the fears of the 
President Viglms nod ihe hopes of the Prince of 
Orange Nearly alt the govemors ot pi evinces refused 
compliance with them, and threatened to throw itp 
then appointments, jf the nttompt should be made to 
compel their obedience " The ordinance," tbey wrote 
back, " \ias based on a statement oi the numbeis of the 
sectaries, vihich was altogether talae." Justice was 
appalled at the prodigious crowd of victims which daily 
accumulated under its hands; to destroy by the dames 
fifty or sixty thousand persons fi-om their districts was 
no commission for them." The inferior clergy, too, in 
particular, were loud in Oieir outcries against the de- 
crees of Trent, which cruelly assailed their ignorance and 
corruption, and which, moreover, threatened theol with 
a reform they so much detested. Sacnficing, therefore, 
the highest interests of their Church to their own pri- 
vate advantage, they bitterly reviled the decrees and 
the whole council, and, with liberal hand, scattered the 
seeds of revolt in the minds of the people. The same 
outcry was now revived which the monks had formerly 
nused against the new bishops. The Archbishop of 
CanibrBy succeeded at last, but not without great op- 
position, in causing the decrees to be proclaimed. It 
cost more labor to eHect this in Malines aad Utrecht, 
where the archbishops were at strife with their clergy, 
who, as they were accused, preferred to involve the 
whole church in ruin, rather than submit to a reforma- 
tion of morals. 

Of all the provinces, Brabant raised its voice the loud 

equally computed by 
. . _nd passions of eilhei 
.. ..n desiiable. and the Eame patty 
often contradicted itself when ita interesl chanseiJ. If the ques- 
tion related to new meaBUrea of oppression, to the inttodoctiun of 
the inquisitional tribunals, etc., the numbers of the Protealanta 
were counlleas and intermiaable. If, on Ihe Mber hand, the 
questioa was of lenitj toward ihem, of ordinances to their ad- 
vantage, they vuere now reduced to such an insignificant number, 
that it would not repay the trouble of mating an ' 

this small body of ill-minded people. 
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est. The states of this province appealed to their great 
privilege, which protected their members from being 
brought before a foreign court of justice They spoko 
loudly of the oath bj wiiich the king had bound himself 
to observe all their atatutes and of the condiuons under 
which they alooo had sworn allegiance to him. Lou- 
vain, Antwerp, Brussels and HerzogeDbusch solomnly 
protested against the decrees and transmitte ) their pro- 
tests in distlDct memorials to the legeit The latter, 
always he^taliDg and wavering too tiniid to obey the 
king, and far more afraid to disobey him again sum- 
moned her council, aaain listened to the arguments for 
and against the question and at last again gave her as- 
sent to the opinion which, of all others, was the most 
perilous for her to adopt. A new reference lo the king 
in Spain was proposed at one moment ; in the next, that 
the urgency of the crisis did not admit of so dilatory a 
remedy : it was necessary for the regent to act on her 
own responsibility, and either defy the threatening as- 
pect of despair, or !o yield to it by modifying or retract- 
ing the royal ordinance. She finally caused the annala 
of Brabant to be examined, in order to discover, if pos- 
sible, a precedent for the present case in the instruc- 
tions of iho first inquisitor, whom Charles V. had ap- 
pointed to the province. These instructions, indeed, 
did not exactly con-espond with those now given ; but 
had not the king declared that he introduced no inno- 
vation 1 This WHS precedent enough, and it was de- 
clared that the new edicts must also be interpreted in 
accordance with the old and existing statutes of the 
province. This explanation gave, indeed, no satisfection 
to the slates of Brabant, who had loudly demanded the 
entire abolition of the Inquisition ; but it was an encour- 
agement to the other provinces to make similar protests 
and an equally bold opposition. Without ^ving the 
duchess time to decide upon their remonstrances, they, 
on their own authority, ceased to obey the Inquisition, 
and withdrew their aid from it. The inquisitors, who 
had 90 recently been expressly urged to a more rigid 
execution of their duties, now saw themselves suddenly 
deserted by the secular arm and robbed of all authority, 
while, in answer to their application '"" 
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court could gite th^m only empty promises. The re- 
gent, by tlius endeavoring to satisty all parties, had dis- 
pleased all. 

During these negotiations between the court, the 
councils, and the states, a universal spirit of revolt per- 
vaded the whole nation. Men began to investigate the 
rights of the subject, and to scrutinize the prerogative 
of kings. " The Netherlanders were not so stupid," 
many were heard to aaj, with very little attempt at 
not to know right well what was due irom 
„ ,3 the sovereign, and from the king to the 
suoject; and that perhaps means would yet be found to 
repel force with force, aJlhough at present there might 
be no appearance of it." In Antwerp a placard was set 
up in several places, calLng upon the town council to 
accuse the King of Spain before the snpreme court, at 
Spires, of having broken his oath and violfttod the liber- 
ties of the country, for Brabant, being a portion of the 
Burgundian circle, was included in the religious peace 
of Passau and Augsburg. ' About this time, too, the 
Calvinists published their confession of faith ; and, in a 
preamble addressed to the king, declared that they, al- 
though a hundred thousand strong, kept themselves, 
nevertheless, quiet, and, like the rest of his subjects, 
contributed to all the tanes of the country ; from which 
it was evident, they added, that of themselves they en- 
tertained no ideas of insurrection. Bold and incendiary 
writings were publicly disseminated, which depicted the 
Spanish tyranny in the most odious colors, and remind- 
ed the nation of its privileges, and occasionally also of its 

The warlike preparations of Philip against the Porte, 
as well as those which, for no intelligible reason, Eric, 
Duke of Brunswick, about this time made in the vicinity. 
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w h d p ed , others looked about for a leader, 
and let fall hints of forcible resistance and of foreign aid. 
Ihat, in this distressing position of nffaivs, the regent 
might be left entirely without ao adviser and without 
support, she was now deserted by the only person who 
was at the present moment Indispensable to her, and 
who had contributed to plunge her into this einbarrass- 
meut. " Without kindling a civil war," wrote to her 
William of Orange, '• it was absolutely impoasible to 
comply now with the orders of the king. If, however 
obedience was to bo insisted upon, he must beg that his 
place might be supplied by another, who would better 
answer the expectations of his majesty, and have more 
power than he had over the minds of the nation. The 
zeal which on every other occasion he had shown in the 
service of the crown would, he hoped, secure his present 
Pi^ieedmg from misconstruction ; for, as the case now 
stood, he had no alternative between disobeying the kine 
and injuring his country and himself." From this timi 
forth, William of Orange retired from the council of 
state to his town of Breda, where, in observant but 
scarcely inactive repose, he watched the course of nf 
fairs. Count Horn followed his example. Egraont, 
ever vacillating between the republic and the tiii-one 
overwearying himself in the vain attempt to unite the 
good citizen with the obedient subject— Eginont, who 
was leas able than the rest to dispense with the favor 
of the monarch, and to whom, therefore, it was less an 
object of indifference, could not bring himself to abandon 
the bright prospects which were now opening for him 
at the court of the regent. The Prince of Orange had, 
by his superior intellect, gained an influence over the 
T^ent, which great minds can not fail to command from 
inlerior spirits. His retirement had opened a void in 
her confidence, which Count Eginont v»as now to fiU 
ty virtue of tliat sympathy which so naturally subsists 
between timidity, weakness, and good-nature. As aha 
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was as much afiaid of exasperating the people by an 
exclusive confidence in the adherents of the ciomii na 
she was fearful of displeasing the king by too close an 
understanding with the declared leaders of the faction, 
a better object for her confidence could now hardly be 
presented than this very Count Egmont, of whom, be it 
said, that he belonged to either of the two conflicting 
parties. 



A.D. 1565. Up to this point, the general peace had, it 
•ppears, been the sincere wish of the Prince of Orange, 
the counts Egmont and Horn, and their friends. Tbey 
had pursued the trne interest of their sovereign as much 
as the general weal ; at least their exertaons and their 
actions had been as little at variance with the former ea 
with the latter. Nothing had as yet occurred to make 
their motives suspected, or to manifest in them a rebel- 
lious spirit. What they had done, they had done in 
dischargo of their houiiden duty as mcmbeia of a free 
state, as the representatives of the natjon, as advisers 
of the king, ns men of integrity and honor. The only 
weapons they had used to oppose the encroachments of 
the court had been remonstrances, modest complaints, 
petitions. They had never allowed themselves to be 
so fiir cBiTied away by a just zeal for their good cause 
as to transgress the limits of prudence and moderation, 
which, on many occasions, are so easily overstepped by 
party spirit. But all the nobles of the republic did not 
now listen to the voice of that prudence, all did not 
abide within the bounds of moderation. 

While in the council of state the great question was 
discussed, whether the nation was to be misprable or 
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not, while its swovn deputies summooed to their assist- 
aoce all the Hrgumenls of reason nnd of equity, and 
white the middle classes ond the people contented 
themselves with empty complaints, menaces, and corses, 
that part of the nation which of all seemed least called 
«pon, and on whose support least reliance had been 
placed, began to take more active measures. We have 
already described a class of the nobility whose services 
and wants Philip, at his accession, had not considered it 
necessaiy to [■emember. Of these, by far the greater 
number had asked for promotion from a much more 
urgent roason than a love of the mere honor. Many of 
thera were deeply sunk in debt, from which, by their 
own resonraes, they could not hope to emancipate them- 
selves. When then, in filling up appointments, Philip 
passed ihem over, he wounded them in a point far more 
sensitive than their pride. . In these suitors he had, by 
his neglect, raised up so many idle spies and merciless 
judges of his actions, so many collectm^ and propagators 
of malicious rumor. As their pride did not quit tbem 
with their prosperity, so now, driven by necessity, they 
trafficked with t}ie sole capital which they could not 
alienate — their nobility, and the pohtjcal Influence of 
their names ; had brought Solo circulation a coin, which 
only in such a period could have found currency — their 
protection. Willi a self-pride, to which they gave the 
more scope, as it ,was all they could now call their own, 
they looked upon themselves as a strong intermediate 
power between the sovereign and the citizen, and be- 
lieved themselves called upon to hasten to the rescue of 
the oppressed state, which looked imploringly to them 
for succor. This idea was ludicrous only so far as their 
self-conceit was concerned in it ; the advantages which 
they contrived to draw from it wei-e substantial enough. 
The Protestant meichants, who held in their hands 
the chief part of the wealth of the Netherlands, and 
who ijelieved Ihey could not, at any price, purchase too 
dearly the andisturbed exercise of their religion, did 
not fail to make use of this class of people, who stood 
idle in the market and ready to be hired. These very 
men, whom, at any other time, the merchants, in the 
pride of riches, would moat probably have looked down 
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position for rebellion, while they also used every means 
to keep alive their high opinions of themselves, nnd, what 
was most important, lured their poverty by well applied 
pecuniary assistance and glittering promises. Few of 
them were so utterly insignificant as not to possess 
some influence, if not personally, yet at leHst by their 
relationship with higher and more powerful nobles ; and 
if united, they would be able to raise a formidable voice 
agaiost the crown. Many of them had either already 
joined the new sect, or were secretly inclined to it ; and 
even those who were zeiilou^ Roman Catholics had po- 
litical or private grounds enough to set them ag^nst the 
decrees of Trent and the Inquisition. All, in fine, felt 
the call of vanity sufficiently powerful, not to allow the 
only moment to escape thera in which they might pos- 
sibly make some figure in the republic. 

But much as might be expected from the cooperation 
of these men in a body, it would have been futile and 
ridiculous to build any hopes on any one of them 
singly; and the great difficulty was to effect a union 
among them. Even to bring fiiem together, some un- 
usual occurrence was necessary; and Ibitunntcly, such 
an incident presented itself. The nuptials of Bnron 
Montigny, one of the Belgian nobles, as also those of 
the Prince Alexander of Parma, which took place about 
this time in Brussels, assembled in that town a great 
number of the Belgian nobles. On this occasion, rela- 
tions met relations; new friendships were formed and 
old renewed; and while the distress of the countiy 
was the Icpic of conversation, wino and mirth unlocked 
lips and hearts; hints were dropped of union among 
themselves, and of an alliance with foreign powera. 
These accidental meetings soon led to concealed ones, 
and public discussions gave rise to secret consultations. 
Two German barons, moreover, a count of Holle and 
of Schwnrzenberg, who happened at this time to be on 
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n visit to the Netherlands, omitted nothing to awnken 
expectations of assistance fi'om tiieir ueighbuis. Count 
Louis of Nassau, too, had also, a short time liefore, vis- 
ited several German courts to ascertain their senti- 
ments.* It has even been asserted, that secret emis- 
saries of the admii-al Coligny were seen at this time in 
Brabapt; but this, however, may be reaso bly d b d 

If ever a political crisis was favorable to mp 

at revolution, it was the present. A vv h 

helm of government; the governors of p d f 

fected themselves, and disiMsed to wink bo d 

tion in others; most of the state couns 1 q 
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there were, long since discontented on f h 

outstanding arrears of pay, and already f d 

ceived by false promises to be enticed by w m 
manded, moreover, by officers who desp d h I q 
silion from their hearts, and would have bl h d d w 
a sword in its behalf; and lastly, no money in the treas- 
ury to enlist new troops or to hire foreigners. The 
court at Brussels, as well as the three councils, not only 
divided by internal dissensions, but in the highest degree 
venal and corrupt; the regent without full powers to 

t th spot, and the king at a distance ; his adhe- 
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the most illustrious houses of the Belgian nobility, who 
voluntarily placed themselves at the head of the under- 
taking. Louis of Nassau, brother of the Prince of Or- 

• It was not without cause that Ihe Prince of Orange suddenly 
disappeared from Brussels in ordet to be piesent at the election 
of a King of Rome in Frankfort. An assembly of so many Get- 
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ange, united mnny splendid qualities, which mnde him 
worthy of nppenring on so noble aad impoi'tant a stage. 
In Geneva, where he studied, he had imbibed at oace a 
bntred to the hierarchy and a love lo the new religion; 
and on his return to his native country, had not failed to 
enlist proselytes \o his opinions. The republican bias 
which his mind had received in that school kin4led in 
faini a bitl«r hatred of all that bore the Spanish name, 
which animated his whole conduct, and only left him 
with his latest breiith. Popery and Spanish rule were 
in his mind identical, as indeed they were in reality; 
and the abhorrence which he eateriained for the one 
helped to sti-engthen his dislibe to the other. Closely 
as the brothers agreed in iheir inclinations and nvprsions, 
thf ways by which each sought to gratify them were 
widely dissimilar. Youth and ardent temperament did 
not allow the younger brother to follow the tortuous 
course through which the elder wound himself to his 
object. A cold, calm circumspection carried the latter 
slowly, but surely, to his aim ; and wiih a pliable subtilty 
he made all things subserve his purpose ; with a fool- 
hardy impetuosity, which overthrew nli obstacles, the 
other at times compelled success, but oftener acceleiated 
disaster. For this reason, William was a general, and 
Louis never more than an adventurer : a sure and pow- 
erful arm, if only it were directed by a wise head. 
Louis's pledge once given was good forever ; his alli- 
ances survived every victBsitude, for they were mostly 
formed in the pressing moment of necessity, and mis- 
fortune binds more firmly than thoughtless joy. He 
loved his brother as dearly as he did his cause, and for 
the latter be died. 

Henry of Brederode, Baron of Viane. and Burgrave 
of Utrecht, was descended from the old Dutch counts, 
who formerly ruled that province as sovereign princes. 
So ancient a title endeared him to the people, among 
whom the memory of their former lords still survived, 
and was the more ti'easured the less they felt they had 
gained by the change. This hereditary splendor tn> 
creased the self-conceit of a man upon whose tongno 
the glory of his ancestors continually hung, and who 
dwelt the more on former greatness even am'd its ruins. 
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the more unpromising the aspect of his own conditian 
became. Excluded from the honors and employmeuta 
to which, in his opinion, his own merits and his noble 
ancestiy fullj entitled him (a squadron of light cavalry 
being all that was intiiisted to him), he hated the gov' 
ernmenl, and did not scruple boldly to canvass and rail 
at its measures. By these means he won the hearts of 
the people. He also favored, in secret, the evaMgelical 
belief; less, however, as a conviction of his better reason, 
than as an opposition to the government With more 
loquacity than eloquence, and more audacity than cour- 
age, he was brave rather from not believing tu danger 
than from being superior to it. Louis of Nassau burned 
for the cause which he defended, Brederode for the glory 
of being its defender; the former was satisfied iu acting 
for his party, the latter discontented if he did not stand 
at its head. No one was more fit to lead off the dance 
in a rebellion, but it could hardly have a worse ballet- 
master. Contemptible as his threatened designs really 
were, the illusion of the multitude might have imparted to 
tbemweightandterror, if it had occurred to them to set up 
a pretender in his person. Hia claim to the possession of 
his ancestors was an empty name ; but even a name was 
now sufjicient for the general disaffection to rally round. 
A pamphlet, which was at the time disseminated among 
the people, openly called him the heir of Holland, and 
hia engraved portrait, which was publicly exhibited, bore 
the boastful inscriptioD : — 

" Sum Brederodus ego, Batavse non infima gcntis 

A. o. 1565. Beside these two, there were others also fiwm 
among the most illustrious of the Flemish nobles — the 
young CouQt Charles of Mansfeld, a son of that noble- 
man whom we have found among the most zealous 
royalisla, the Count Kuilemberg, two counts of Bergen 
and of Battenburg, John of Marnix, Baron of Thoulouse, 
Philip of Marnix, Baron of St. Aldegonde, with several* 
others who joined the league which, about the middle 
of November, in the year 1665, was fonned nt the house 
of Von Hammes, king-at-arms of the -Golden Fleece. 
Here it was that six men decided the destiuy of their 
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country (as foi-merfy a few confederates consnmmated 
the liberty of Swirzerlaiid), kindled the torch of a forty- 
years war and laid the basis oi a freedom which they 
themsehes were nevei to enjoy The objects of the 
league were set forth in the lollowing declaration to 
wb ch Phiiip of Mainix was the fiist to subscribe his 

Whereas certain ill dispose! person'; under the 
mask ot a pious zeal but in real ty under the impulse 
of avarice and ambition have by their evil counsels per 
suaded our most gracious soieieigo the king to intrx> 
duce into these countries the abominable tribunal of 



the Inquisition— a tiibunal diametricall} opposed ti 
laws human and divine and in cruelty far &urpasoing 
th ba b ro institutions of heathenism — which raises 
tl q lo above every other power and debases 

an p petual bondage and by its snares exposes 

h h n zen to a constant tear of death masmuch 

y priest, it may be, or a faithless friend, a 

op d reprobate, has it in his power at any mo- 

il h oever he wiL, to be dragged before that 

to b placed in confinement, condemned and 

executed, without the accused ever being allowed to 
face his accuser, or to adduce proof of his innocence— 
we, therefore, the undersigned, have bound ourselves to 
watch over the safety of our families, our estates, and 
our own persons. To this we hereby pledge ourselves, 
and to this end bind ourselves as a sacred fraternity, and 
vow with a solemn oath, to oppose to the best of our 
power the introduction of this tribunal into these coun- 
tries, whether it be attempted openly or secretly, and 
under whatever name it may be disguised. We at the 
same time declare that we are far from intending any 
thing unlawful against the king our sovoreign ; rather is 
it our unalterable purpose to support and defend the royal 
prerogative, and to maintain peace, and, as for as lies in our 
power, le put down all rebellion. In accordance with this 
purpose, we have sworn, and now again swear, to hold 
sacred the government, and to respect it both in word 
and deed, which witness Almighty God ! 

"Further, we vow and swear to protect and defend 
one another, in all times, and places, against nil attacks 
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whatsoever touGhicg the articles which are set forth in 
this covenant. We hereby bind ourselvea that do accu- 
sa^on of aayof our followers, in -whatever name it may 
bec!othetl,whetherrebel!ion,sedition, or otherwise, shall 
avail to annul our oath tow.ird the accused, or absolve 
us from our obhgation toward him. No act which is di- 
rected against the Inquisition can deserve the name of 
a rebellion. Whoever, therefore, shall be placed iu 
arrest on any such charge, we here pledge ourselves to 
assist him to the utmost of our ability, and to endeavor 
by every allowable means to effect his liberation. In 
this, bowever, as in all matters, but especially in the 
conduct of all measures against the tribunal of the In- 
quisition, we submit ourselves to the general regulalioua 
of the league, or to the decision of those whom we may 
unanimously appoint our counselors and leaders. 

" In witness heieof, and in conjlrmalion of this our 
common league and covenant, we call upon the holy 
name of the living God, maker of heaven and earth, and 
of all that are therein, who searches the hearts, the con- 
sciences, and thoughts, and knows the purity of ours. 
We implore the aid of his Holy Spirit, that success and 
honor may crown our undertaking, to the glory of his 
name, and to the peace and bles^ng of our country !"/' 
This covenant was immediately translated into several 
languages, and quickly disseminated through the prov- 
inces. To swell the league as speedily as possible, each 
of the confederates assembled all his friends, relaljona, 
adherents, and retainers. Great banquets were held 
which lasted whole days— irresistible tomptations for a. 
sensual, luxurious people, in whom the deepest wretch- 
edness could not stiOe the propensity for voluptuous 
living. Whoever repaired to these banquets, and every 
one was welcome, was plied with officious assurances 
of friendship, and when heated with wine, carried away 
by the example of numbers, and overcome by the fire of 
a wild eloquence. The hands of many were guided 
while they subscribed their signatures; the hesitating 
were derided, the pusillanimous threatened, the scruples 
of loyalty were clamored down ; some even were quite 
ignorant what they were signing, and were ashamed 
irftei-ward to inquire. To many whom mere levity 
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had brought to the ectertainment, the general enthusi- 
asm left uo choice, while the splendor of the coofederacy 
allured the mean, and ita numbers encouraged the tim- 
orous. The abettors of the league had not scrupled at 
the artifir.e of counterfeiting the signatures and seals of 
the Prineo of Ornnge, counts Egmont, Horn, Megen, 
and others, a trick which won them hundreds of adhe- 
rents. This was done, especially with a view of influ- 
eticing the officers of the army, in order to be safe iu 
this quarter, if matters should come at last to violence. 
The device succeeded with many, especially with sub- 
alterns, and Connt Broderode even drew his sword upon 
an ensign who wished time for consideration. Men of 
all classes and conditions signed it. Religion made no- 
difference. Koman Catholic priests even were associ- 
ates of the league. Thtf motives were not the same 
Tvith all, but the pretextwas siniilaf. The Roman Cath- 
olics desired simply the abolition of the Inquisition, an* 
a mitigation of the edicts ; the Pratestants aimed at un- 
limited freedom of conscience. A few daring spirits 
ODiy entertained so bold a project as the overthrow of 
the present government, while the needy and indigen 
based the vilest hopes on a general anarchy. A fiire 



weL entertainment which about this 



very time was given 



s Schwarzenberg and Holie in Breda, 
another shortly afterward in Hogstra-en, drew manyof 
the principal nobility to these two places, and of thcs* 
several had already signed the covenant. The Princa 
of Orange, counts Egmont, Horn, and Megen wcr» 
present at the latter banquet, but without any concert or 
design, and without having themselves any share in the 
league, although one of Egmont's own secretaries and 
some of the sei-vants of the other three noblemen had 
openly joined it. At this entertainment three hundred 
persons gave in their adhesion to the covenant, and the 
question was mooted, whether the whole body should pre- 
sent themselves before the regent armed or unarmed, with 
a declaration or with a petition 1 Horn and Oiunge (Eg- 
mont would not countenance the business in any way) 
were called in as arbitei-s on this point, and theydecided in 
favorofthemore moderate and submissiveprocedure. By 
taking this office upon them, they exposed themselves to 
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the charge of having in no very coven mitnner lent their 
eanetion to the enterprise of the confederates. In com- 
pliance therefore with their advice, it was determined to 
present their address, unarmed, and m the form of a pe- 
tilion, and a day was appointed, on which they should 
assemble at Brussels. 

The first intimation the regent received of this con- 
spiracy of the nobles was given by the Count of Megen, 
soon after his return to the capital. " There was," he 
Baid, " nn enterprise on foot; no less than three hun- 
dred of the nobles were implicated in it ; it referred to 
religion ; the members of it had bound themselves 
together by nn oath ; they reckoned much on foreign 
aid ; she would soon know niore about it." Though ur- 
gently pressed, he would give her no further informaUon. 
"A nobleman," he said, " had confided it to him under 
the seal of secrecy, and he had pledged his word of 
honor to him." What reaily withheld him fi-om giving 
her any further explanation was, in all probability, not 
BO much any delicacy about his honor as his hati'ed of 
the Inquisition, which be would not willingly do any 
thing to advance. Soon after him. Count Egmont de- 
livered to the regent a copy of the covenant, and also 
gave her ihe names of the conspirators, with some few 
exceptions. Nearly about the same time the Prince of 
Oiange wrote to her: "There was, as he had heard, 
an army enlisted, four hundied officers were already 
named, and twenty thousand men would presently ap- 
pear in ai'ms." Thus the rumor was intentionally exag- 
gerated, and the danger was multiplied in every mouth. 

The regent, petrified with alarm at the first announce- 
ment of these tidings, and guided solely by her feaj's, 
hastily called together all the members of the council of 
state who happened to be then in Brussels, and, at the 
same lime, sent a pressing summons to the Prince of 
Orange and Count Horn, inviting them to resume their 
seats in Ihe senate. Before the latter could arrive, she 
consulted with Egmont, Megen, and Barlaimont what 
course was to be adopted in the present dangerous pos- 
ture of affairs. The question debated was, whether it 
would be better lo have recourse to arms, or to yield to 
the emergency, and grant the demands of the confeder- 
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ates ; or whether they should be put off with promines 
and an appearance of compliance, in order to gain time 
for procuring instruetiona fram Spnin, and obtaining 
money and troops ? For the first plan the requisite 
supplies were wanting, and, what was equally requisite, 
confidence in the army, of which there seemed reason 
to doubt whether it had not iieen already gained by the 
conspirators. The second expedient would, it was quite 
clear, never be sanctioned by the king ; beside, it would 
serve rather to raise than depress the courage of the 
confederates ; while, on the other hand, a compliance 
with their reasonable demands, and a ready, uncon- 
ditional pardon of the past, would, in all probability, 
stifle the rebellion in the cradle. The last opinion was 
supported by Megen and Egmont, but opposed by Bar- 
laiment. " Rumor," said the latter, " had exaggerated 
the matter ; it is impossible that so formidable an arma- 
ment could have been prepared so secretly and so rap- 
idly. It was but a band of a few outcasts and desper- 
adoes, instigated by two or three enthusiasts, nothing 
more. All will be quiet after a few heads have been 
struck off." The regent determined to await the opin- 
ion of the council of state, which was shortly to assem- 
ble ; in the mean while, however, she was not inactive. 
The foitificationa in the most important places were 
inspected, and the necessary repaii's speedily executed ; 
her ambassadors at foreign courts received orders to 
redouble their vigilance ; expresses were sent off to 
Spain, At the same time, she caused the report to be 
revived of the near advent of the king, and in her ex- 
ternal depoitinent put on a show of that imperturbable 
firmness which awaits altack without intending easily to 
yield to it. At the end of March {four whole months, 
consequently, from the framing of the covenant) the 
whole state council assembled in Brussels. There were 
pi'esent, the Prince of Orange, the Duke of Arschot, 
counts Egmont, Bei^en, Megen, Aremberg, Horn, Hog- 
straten, Barlaimont, and others; the barons Montigny 
and Haclnicourt, all the knights of the Goiden Fleece, 
with the President Viglius, State Counselor Bruxelles, 
and the other assessors of the privy council. Several 
letters were produced which gave a clearer insight into 
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the nature and objects of the conspiracy. The extrem- 
ity to which the regent was reduced gave the disaf- 
fected a power which .on the present occasion they did 
not neglect to use. Venting their long suppressed in- 
dignation, they indulged in bitter comp&iots against the 
court and against the government. ■' But lately," said 
the Prince of Orange, '• the king sent forly thousand 
gold florins to the Queen of Scotlund, to BUppoit her in 
her undertakings against England, and he allows his 
Netherlands to be bm-dened with debt. Not to men- 
tion the unseasonableness of this subsidy, aud its fruit- 
less expenditare, why should he bring upon us the re- 
sentment of a queen, who is l>oth so important to us as 
a friend, and as an enemy so much to be dreaded ]" 
The prince did not even refrain on the present occasion 
from glancing at the concealed hatred which the king 
was suspected of cherishing against tlie family of Nas- 
sau, and ag!unat him in particular. " It is well known," 
he said, "that he has plotted with the hereditniy ene- 
mies of iny house to lake away my life, and that he 
writs with impatience only for a suitable opportunity." 
His example opened the lips of Count Horn also, and 
of many others beside, who, with passionate vehemence, 
descanted on their own merits and the ingratitude of 
the king. With difficulty did the regent succeed io 
silencing the tumult, and in recalling attention to the 
proper subject of the debate. The question was, whether 
the confederates, of whom it was now known that they 
intended to appear at court with a petition, should be 
admitted or not ] The Duke of Arschot, counts Arem- 
berg, Megen, and Barlaimout gave their negative to the 
proposition. " What need of five hundred persons," 
said the latter, " to deliver a small memorial ? This 
paradox of humility and defiance implies no good. Let 
them send to us one respectable man from among their 
number, without pomp, without assumption, and so sub- 
mit their application to us. Otherwise, shut the gates 
upon them, or, if some insist on their admission, let 
them be closely watched, and let the first act of inso- 
lence which any one of them shall be guilty of be pun- 
ished with death." Jn this advice concurred Count 
Mansfeld, whose own son was among the conspirntors ; 
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he had even threatened to disinherit his son, if he did 
not quickly abandon the iRBgue 

Counts Megen, also, and Aremberg hesitated to re- 
ceive the petition; the Prince ot Oiange, howe>er, 
connts Eminent, Horn, Hogatraten, and others voted 
emphatically for it. " Tlie confederates," they de- 
clared, "were known to them as meu of intep;rity and 
honoi a great part of them were connected with them- 
selves by liiendship and relationship, and they dared 
lonchfoi their behavior. Every subject was allowed to 
petition : a right which was enjoyed by the meanest in- 
dividual in the state could not, without injustice, be 
denied to so reapectnble a body of men." It was there- 
fore resolved, by a majorily of votes, to admit the con- 
federates, on the condition that tbey should appear 
unarmed, and condncl themselves temperately. The 
squabbles of the members of council had occupied the 
greater part of the sitting, so that it was necessary t« 
adjourn the discussion to the following day. In order 
that the principal matter in debate might not again be 
lost sight of in useless complaints, the regent at once 
hastened to the point. " Brederode, we are informed," 
she said, " is coming ie us, with an address in the name 
of the league, demanding the abolition of the Inquisition, 
and a mitigation of the edicts. The advice of my senate 
IS to guide me in my answer tfl him; but, before you 
give your opinions on this point, permit me to premise 
a few woitJs. I am told that there are many, even 
among yourselves, who load the religious edicts of the 
emperor, my father, with open reproaches, and describe 
them to the people as inhuman and barbarous. Now I 
ask you, lords and gentlemen, knights of the Fleece, coun- 
selors of his majesty and of the state, whether you did 
not yourselves vote for these edicts, whether the sfntes 
of the realm have not recognized them as lawful ? Why 
is that now blamed which was formerly declared right? 
Is it because they have now become even more neces- 
sary than they then were 1 Since when is the Inqui- 
sition a new thing in the Netherlands ? Is it not full 
sixteen years ago since the emperor established it? 
And wherein is it more cruel than the edicts ? If it be 
allowed that the latter were the work of wisdom, if the 
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universal consent of the siates has sanctioned them — 
why this opposition to the former, which is nevertheless 
fai- more humane than the edicts, if they ai'e to be ob- 
served to the letter? Speak now, freely; I am not 
desirousof fetteiing your decision ; but it is your business 
to see that it is not misled by passion and prejudice." 
The council of state was again, as it always had been, 
divided betvreen two opinions ; but the few who spoke 
for the Inquisition, and the literal execution of the 
edicts, were outvoted by the opposite parly, with the 
Prince of Orange at its head. " Would to heaven," he 
began, •' that my representations had been then thought 
worthy of attention, whea as yet the grounds of appre- 
hension were remote ; things would in that case never 
have been d as n o e 

trenie me dp nsab n w d me h e 

been plucg d de p rr by h ry 

which we d d b g em d 

sion. Wee nhomnpon 

We ail wi h e C g a f 

end can be dwuhd hlq n 

is well, and ft w h d our blood to its 

service ; but on this veiy point it is that our opinions are 
divided. 

■■ There are two kinds of Inquisition ; the See of 
Rome lays claim to the one, the other has, from time im- 
memorial, been exercised by the bishops. The force of 
prejudice and of custom has made the lalter light and 
Buppoitsble to us. It will find little opposition in the 
Netiierlands, and the augmented numbers of the bishops 
will make it effective. To what purpose then insist on 
the former, the mere name of which is revolting to al] 
the feelings of ouv minds ? When so many nations ex- 
ist without it, why should it be imposed on us ? Before 
Luther appeared it was never heard of; but the trou- 
bles with Luther happened at a time when there was 
an inadequate number of spiritual overseers, and when 
the few bishops were moieover indolent, and the licen- 
tiousness of the clergy excluded them fivini the office of 
judges. Now all is changed ; we now count as many 
bishops as there are provinces. Why should not the 
policy of the government adjust itself to the altered cir- 
O 
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cumstanceB of the times 1 We mnnt leniency, not ae 
verity. The vepngnnoce of the peo|)le is manifest— 
this we must seek to appease, if we would not have it 
burst out into rebellion. With the death of Pius IV, 
the full powei-s of the inqnisitors have expired ; the 
new Pope has as yet seat no ratificHtion of their author- 
ity, without which no one formerly ventured to exercise 
his office. Now, thei-efore, is the time when it can be 
suspended without infringing ihe righls of any party. 

" What I have stated with regard lo the Inquisition, 
holds equally gpoi in respect to the edicts also. The 
exigence of the times called them forth ; but are not 
those times passed ? So long an experience of them 
ought nt Inst to have taught us, that against heresy no 
means are less successful than the fagot and the sword. 
What incredible progress haa not the new religion made 
during only the last few years in the provinces ; and if 
we investigate the cause of this increase, we shall find 
it principally in the glorious constancy of those who have 
fallen sacrifices to the truth of their opinion. Carried 
away by sympathy and by admiration, to weigh in si- 
lence that what is maintained with such invincible cour- 
age might really be the troth. In France and in Eng- 
land, the same severities have been inflicted on the 
Protestants, but have they been attended with any bet- 
ter success there than hero 1 The very earliest Chris- 
tians boasted that the blood of the martyrs was the seed 
of the Church. The Emperor Julian, the most terrible 
enemy that Christianity ever experienced, was fully per- 
suaded of this. Convinced that persecution did but kin- 
dle enthusiasm, he betook himself Co ridicule and deris- 
ion, and found these weapons far more effective than 
force. In the Greek Empire, diflei-cnt teachers of heresy 
have arisen at different times. Arius under Constan- 
tine, ^tius under Constantinus, Nestoi'ius under Theo- 
dosius. But even against these arch heretics and theii' dis- 
ciples, such cruel measures were never resorted teas are 
thought necessary against our unfortunate country, and 
yet where are all those sects now, wbbh once a whole 
world, I had almost said, could not contain 1 This is 
the natural course of heresy. If it is treated with con- 
tempt, it crumbles into insignificance. It is as iron. 
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■which, if it lies idle, coirodes, and only becomes sharp 
by use. L«t no notice be paid to it, and it losea its 
most powerful attraction, the magic of what is new and 
what is forbidden. Why will we not content ourselves 
with the niea.siire3 which have been approved of by 
the widora of such great rulers ? Example is ever the 
safest guide. 

" But what need lo go to pagan antiquity for guidance 
and example, when we have near at hand the glorious 
precedent of Charles V., the greatest of kings, who, 
taught at last by experience, abandoned the bloody path 
of persecution, and, for many years before his abdication, 
adopted milder measures. And Philip himself, our 
-most gracious sovereign, seemed at first strongly inclined 
to leniency, until the counsels of a Gl^nvella and of 
others like him changed these views ; but with what 
right or wisdom, they may settle between themselves. 
To me, however, it has always appealed indispensable, 
that legislation, to be wise and successful, must adjust 
itself to the manners and maxims of tho times. In con- 
clusion, I would beg to remind you of the close under- 
standing which subsists between the Huguenots and the 
Flemish Proteslants. Let us beware of exasperating 
them any further. Let us not act the part of French 
Catholics toward ihem, lest they should play the Hugue- 
nots against us, and, like the latter, plunge their country 
into the horrors of a civil war."* 

It was, perhaps, not so much the irresistil^le truth of 
his arguments, which moreover were supported by a 
decisive majority in the senate, as rather the ruinous 
state of tho military resources, and tho exhaustion of 
the treasury, that prevented the adoption of ihe opposite 
opinion which recommended an appeal to the force of 
arms, that tho Prince of Orange had chiefly to thank 
for the attention which now, at last, was paid to his 
representations. In orderto avert at first the violence 
of the storm, and to gain time, which wa 



• No one need wonder, savs Burgundias (a vehement slicklet 
for Ihe Roman Calholii; religion and the Spanish party), thai tho 
speech of this prince evinced so much acquaintance with philoa. 
optiy ; he had acquired it in his iatercourse with Balduin. 180 
Batry, 174-178 ; Hopper, 72; Strada, 123, 1S4. 
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tc plocQ the government in a better slsle of prepamtion, 
it was agreed that a portion of the demands should be 
accorded to the confederates. It was also resolved to 
mitigate the penal statutes of the emperar, as be him- 
self would certainly railigale them, were he again to 
appear among them at that day— and as, indeed, he had 
once shown, under circumstances very similar to the 
present, that he did not think it derogatoiy to his high 
dignity to do, Tbe Inquisition was not to he introduced 
in any place where it did not already exist, and where 
it had been, it should adopt a milder system, or even bo 
entirely suspended, especially since the inquisitors had 
not yet been confirmed in their office by tbe Pope. The 
latter reason was put prominently forwain), id order to 
deprive the Protestants of the gratification of ascribing 
the concessions to any feat of their own power, or to tbe 
justice of their demands. The privy council was com- 
missioned to draw out this decree of the senate without 
delay. Thus prepared, the confederates were awaited. 



The membera of the senate had not yet dispersed 
when all Brussels resounded with the report that tbe 
confederates were approaching Ihe town, They con- 
sisted of no more than two hundred horse, but rumor 
greatly exaggerated their numbers. Filled with con- 
sternation, the regent consulted with her ministers 
whether it was best to close the gates on the approach- 
ing party, or to seek safety in flight 1 Both suggestions 
were rejected as dishonorable ; and the peaceable entry 
of the nobles soon alloyed all foal's of violence. The 
first morning after their ari'ival, they assembled at Kui- 
lemberg House, where Bredeiode administered to them 
a second oath, binding them, before all other duties, to 
stand by one another, and even with arms if necessary, 
At this meeting, a letter from Sjmin was produced, in 
which it was stated that a certain Protestant, whom 
they all knew and valued, had been burned alive in that 
countiy by a slow fire. After Ibese and similar pre- 
liminaries, he called on them one after another by name, 
to take the new oath, and renew Ihe old one in their 
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DWB names aad in those of the absent. The next day, 
the 5th of April, 1566, was fixed for the presentation of 
the petition. Their numbers now amounted to between 
three aad four hundred. Among Ihem were many re- 
tainers of the high nobili^, as also several servants of 
the liing himself, and of the duchess. 

With the counts of Nassau and Brederode at their 
head, and formed in rnniis of four by four, they advanced 
m procession to the palace; all Brussels attended the 
unwonted spectacle in silent astonishment. HereweT« 
to be seen a body of men advancing, with too much bold- 
ness and confidence to look like supplicants, and led by 
two men who were not wont to be petitioners ; and, on 
tlie other hand, with so much order and stillness, as do 
not usually aecoraimny rebellion. The regent received 
the procession surrounded by all her counselors and the 
linights of the Fleece. "These noble Netherlanders," 
thus Braderode respecirully addressed her, •' who here 
present themselves before your highness, wish in their 
own name, ,ind of many others beside, who are shortly 
to an'ive, to present to you a petition, of whose impor- 
tance, as well as of their own humility, this solemn pro- 
cession must convince you. I, as speaker of this body, 
entreat you to receive our petition, which contains noth- 
ing but what is in unison with the laws of our countiy 
and the honor of the king." 

" If this petition," replied Margaret, " really contains 
nothing which is at variance either with the good of the 
country or with the authority of the king, there is no 
doubt that it will be favorably considered." " They had 
learned," continued the spokesman, "with indignation 
and regret, that suspicious objects had been imputed to 
their association, and that interested parties had endeav- 
ored to prejudice her highness against him; they there- 
fore crave that she would name (he authors of so grave 
an accusation, and compel liem to bring tlieir chargea 
publicly, and in due form, in order that he who should 
be found guil^ might suffer the punishment of his de- 
merits." " Undoubtedly," replied the regent, " she 
had received unfavorable rumors of their designs and 
alliance. She could not be blamed, if, in consequence, 
she had thought it requisite to call the attention of the 
II oS 
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"Nei ( ra 
some, w B ) 

had they j y ki g, a d nothing 

now could be further from their hearta ; but they -would 
rather run t)ie risk of incurring the displeasure of their 
sovereign than allow him to remain longer in ignorance 
of the evils with which their native country was men- 
aced by the forcible introduction of the Inquisition, and 
the continued enforcement of the edicts. They had 
long remained consoling themselves TVith the expectation 
that a general asaembTy of the states would be sum- 
moned to remedy these grievances ; but now, that even 
this hope was extinguished, they held it to be their duty 
to give timely warning U> the regent. They, therefore, 
entreated her highness to send to Madrid an envoy, 
well disposed, and fully acquainted with the state and 
temper of the times, who should endeavor to persuade 
the king to comply with the demands of Che whole na- 
tion, and abolish the Inquisition; to revoke the edicts, 
and in their stead cause new and more humane ones to 
be drawn up at a general assembly of the states. But, 
in the mean while, until they could learn the king's 
decision, they prayed that the edicts and the operations 
of the Inquisition be suspended " " If " they concluded, 
" no attention sho e request, 

they took God, th g her coun- 

selors to witness d part, and 

were not respon esult that 

might happen." 

The following ra ]„§ in the 

same order of pro r numbers 

(counts Bergen and Kuilembeig having, m the interim, 
joioed them with their adherents), appeared before tlie 
regent, in order to receive her answer. It was wiltten 
on the margin of the petition, and was to (he etfect, 



.^hyGooglc 



BEVOLT OF THE NETHERLANDS. 163 

'■ that entirely to suspend the Inriuisition and the edicts, 
even temporarily, was beyond her powers ; but, in com- 
pliance with the wishes of the confedemtes, she was 
ready t« dispatch one of the nobles to the king, in Spain, 
and also to support their petition with all her influence. 
In the mean time, she would recommend the iiiquia- 
itora to administer their office with moderation ; but, in 
return, she should eipecl, on the part of the league, 
that they should nbalain from all acta of violence, and 
undertake nothing tn the prejudice of the Catholic faith." 
Little as these vague and general promises satisfied the 
confederates, they were neveitheles's as much as they 
could have reasonably expected to gam at fiist The 
granting or i-efusing of the petition had nothing to do 
with the primary object ot the league Fnough for 
them, at present, ihat it was once recogni/e 1 enough 
that it was now, as it were an established bod > which, 
by Its power and threats might, if oecessarj , overawe 
the governmeDt. The confederates, therefore, acted 
quite consistently with their designs, in contenting them- 
selves with this answer, and referring the rest to the 
good pleasure of the king. As, indeed, the whole pan- 
tomime of petitioning had only been invented to cover 
the more darine plan of the league, until it shonid have 
Birength enough to show itself in its true light, tliey 
felt Uiat much more depended on their being able to 
continue this mask, and on the fiivorable reception of 
their petition, than on its speedily being granted. In a 
Dew memorial, which they delivered three days after, 
they pressed for an express tostiinonial from the regenti 
that they had done no more than their duly, and been 
guided simply by their zeal for the service of the king. 
When the duchess evaded a declaration, they even sent 
" Sf^"" ^° repeat this request in a private interview. 
" Time alone and their future behavior," she replied to 
this person, " would enable her to judge of their de- 
signs." 

The league had its origin in banquets, and a banquet 
gave it form and perfection. On the veiy day that the 
second petition was presented, Biederode entertained the 
confederates in Kuileraberg House ; about three hun- 
dred guests assembled ; intoxication gave them courage, 
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and their sudacityrose with their numbers. During the 
conversotion, one of tJieir number happened to remark 
that he had overheard the Count of Barlaimoot wbisper 
in French to the regent, who was seen to turn pale on 
the delivery of the petitions, that "she need not be afraid 
of a band of begpira (gueux)" (in fact, the majority of 
them had by their bad management of their incomes 
only tno well deserved this appellaiion). Now, aa the 
ve^ name for their fraternity was the very thing which 
had most perplexed them, an expression was eagerly 
caught up, which, while it cloaked the presumption of 
tbeir enterpiise in humility, was at the same time ap- 
propriate to them as petitioners. Immediately they 
drank to one another underthia name, and the cry "Long 
live the gueax !" was accompanied with a general shout 
of applause. After the clolh had been removed, Bred- 
orode appeared with a wallet over his Blioulder, similar 
to that wbich tlie vagrant pilgrims and mendicant monks 
of the time used to cany ; and after returning thanks to 
all for their accession to the league, and boldly asauriog 
them that he was ready to venture life and limb for 
every individual present, he drank to the health of the 
whole company out of a wooden beaker. The cup went 
round, and every one uttered the same vow, as he set it 
to his lips. Then, one after the other, they received the 
beggar's purse, and each hung it on a nail, which he 
had appropriated to himself. The shouts and uproar at- 
tending this buffoonery attracted the Prince of Orange, 
and counts Egmont and Horn, who, by chance, were 
passing the spot at the very momeot, and on entering 
the house were boisterously pressed bj- Brederode, as 
host, to remain and di'ink a glass with them.* 

The entrance of thiee such influential personages re 
newed the mirth of the guests, and their festivities soon 

• ■' But," Egmont asseiteii in his written defense, " we drant 
onLvone single smallglass, and therenimn they cried. " Long live 
the king and the gueu^ I" This wan the first limB that Iheard that 
apiiellalion. aad .t certainly did not please me. But the times 
were ao bad, that one woa often compelled to share in much that 
was against one's incliiiation, and I knew not but I was doing an 
nnocent thing "-JVmm <T,™„t(, des iUmUs d'EgmoW. etc, 7 
J-Epnonls defense, Hopper, 9t. Slradn, 127-130. Burguud. 
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passed the bouDds of moderation. Many were intoxica- 
ted ; guests and attend anls mingled togetherwlthout dis- 
tinction, tlie serious and the ludJci'ous, drunken fiincies 
and affairs of state, weie blended one with anpthor in a 
burlesque medley ; and the discussion on the general 
distress of the country ended in the wild uproar of a 
bacchanalian revel. But it did not stop here : what 
they had resolved on in the moment of intoxication 
they attempted, when sober, lo cany into execution. It 
■was necessaiy to manifest to the people, in some sti-ik- 
ing shape, the existence of their protectors, and likewise 
to fan the zeal of the faction by a visible emblem; for 
this end, nothing could be better than to adopt publicly 
this name of Gueux, and to borrow from it the tokens 
of the association. In a few days, the town of Brussels 
Bwarmed with ash-gray garments, such as were usually 
worn by raendicaiit fraii's and penitents. Every confed- 
erate put his whole femilyatid domestics in this dress. 
Some carried wooden bowls thinly overlaid with platea 
of silver, caps of the same kind, and wooden knives; in 
short, the whole paiapherualia of the beggar tribe, which 
they either fixed around their hats or suspended from 
their girdles. Round the neck they wore a golden or 
silver coia, afterward called the Geusen penny, of which 
one side bore the effigy of the king, with the inscription, 
" True to the king;" on the other side were seen two 
hands folded together, holding a wallet, with the words, 
" As fiir as the beggar's scrip." Hence the origin of the 
name " Gueux," which was subsequently borne in the 
Netherlands by all who seceded from popery, and took 
arms against the king. 

Before the confederates separated and dispersed 
among the provinces, they presented themselves once 
more before the duchess, in order to remind her of tlie 
necessity of leniency toward the heretics, until the ar- 
rival of the king's answer from Sjiain, if she did not 
wish w drive the people lo extremities. "If, however," 
they added, "a contrary behavior should give rise to 
any evils, they at least must be regarded as having done 
then- duty." 

To this the regent replied, " She hoped to be able to 
adopt such measures as would render it impossible for 
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disorders to ensue; but if, nevertheless, they did occur, 
Bhe could ascribe them to no one but the confederates. 
She, therefore, earuestly admonished them od their 
part to fulfill their engagements, but especinlly to re- 
ceive no new members into tlie league, to hold no moi-e 
private ttsaemblies, and generally, not to attempt any 
novel and unconstitutional measures." And in order to 
tranquil^ze their minds, she commanded her private 
secretary, Berti, to show them the letters to the inquis- 
itow and secular judges, wherein they were enjoined 
to observe moderation toward all those who had not 
aggravated their heretical offenses by any civil crime. 
Before their departure from Brussels they named four 
presidents from among their number, who were to tuko 
cai'e of the affairs of tile league ; and also particulur ad- 
ministrators for each province. A few were left behind 
in Brussels, to keep a watchful eye on all the movements 
of the court. Brederode, Kuilemberg. and Bei'gen, at 
last quilted the town, attended by five hundred and fifty 
horsemen, saluted it once more beyond the walls with 
B discharge of musketry, and then the three leaders 
parted; Biederode taking the road to Antwerp, and the 
two othei'B to Goeldres. The regent had sent off an 
express t« Antwerp, to warn the miigisirnte of that 
town agmnst him; on his arrival, moi'e than a thousand 
persons thronged to the hotel where he had taken op 
his abode. Showing himself at a window, with a full 
wine-glass in his hand, he thus addressed them : "Citi- 
zens of Antwerp ! J am here, at the hazai'd of my life 
and my jiroperiy, lo relieve you from the oppressive 
burden of the Inquisition. If you are ready to share 
this enlei'prise with me, and to acknowledge me aa 
your leader, accept the healtJi which I here drink to 
you, and hold up your hands in testimony of youi' ap- 
probation." Hereupon he drank to their health, and 
ail hands were raised amid clamorous shouts of exulta- 
tion. After this heroic deed he quilted Antwerp. 

Immediately after the delivery of the "Petition of 
the Nobles," the regent had caused a new form of the 
edicts to be dfawn up in the privy councU, which should 
keep the mean between the comraaiids of the king and 
the demands of the confedei-ates. But the next ques- 
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tion that a«>se was, to determine whether it would b« 
advisable iramedi.itely to pioiuulgate thia mitigated form, 
or moderatioQ, as it was commonly called, or to submit 
it first to the king for hU ratificatioQ. The privy coun- 
cil who iniiiotaLtied that it would be presumptuous to 
take a step so important and so contrary to tlie declared 
seutimeots of the monarch, without having lir^rfitaiued 
hia sanction, opposed the vote of the Prince of Orange, 
who supported the former proposition. BesLde, they 
urged there was cause to fear that it would not even 
content the nation. A " Moderation," devised with the 
assent of the states, was what they perticularly insisted 
on In order, therefore, to gain the consent ot the 
stales, or ratlier to obtain it from them by stetath, the 
i-eaent artfully propounded the question to the provinces 
singly, and first of aJi to those wliich possessed the 
least freedom, such as Artois. Namur, and Luxemburg. 
Thus she not only prevented one province encouraging 
another in opposition, but also gained this advantage by 
it, that the freer provinces, such as Flanders and Bra- 
bant, which were prudently resei-ved to the last, allowed 
themselves to be carried away by the example of Che 
others. By a very illegal procedure, the •■epi'sse"^- 
tives of the towns were taiien by surprise, and ttieir 
consent exacted before they could confer witfa their 
constiuents, while complete silence was imposed upon 
them with r^ard to the whole transaction. My tlie^e 
means the regent drtained the unooudilional consent ot 
some of the provinces to the " Moderation," and, with 
a few slight changes, that of aher provinces. I'l'sem- 
borg and Namur subsei'ibed it without scruple, ihe 
stalls of Artois simply added the condaion, that false 
informers should fae subjected to a retr*uUve penally , 
those of Hainault demanded, that instead of confiscation 
of ihe estates, which directly militated against their 
Driviieees, another discretionary punishment shoulU oa 
introd^ed. Flanders called for the entire aboLtion of 
the Inquisition, and desired that the accused ""ght bo 
secured in right of appeal to their own province, ihe 
states of Brabant were outwitted by the inti'igues of 
the court. Zealand, HoUand, Utrecht, Gueldrea. and 
Friesland, as being provinces which enjoyed the most 
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important privileges, and which, morearer, watched 
over them with the grealest jealousy, were neverasked 
for their opinion. The pvovincinl eoirrts of judicature 
hod also been required to make a report on the projected 
amendment of the law, but we may well suppose that it 
was onfarorable, as it never reached Spain. From the 
piincipal clause of this " Moderation, "^ which, however, 
really deserved its name, we may fonn a judgment of 
Ihe general character of the edicts themselves, " Sec- 
tarian writers," it ran, "the heads and teachers of 
sects, as also those who conceal heretical meetings, or 
cause any odier public scandal, shall be punished with 
the gallows, and their estates, where the law of the 
province permit if, contiscated ; but if they abjure their 
errors, their punishment shall be commuted into decap- 
itation with the sword, and their effects shall be pre- 
served to their families." A cruel snare for parental 
affection ! Less grievous heretics, it was further en- 
acted, shall, if penitent, be pardoned ; and if impenitent, 
diall be compelled to leave the couotiy, without, how- 
ever, forfeiting their estates, unless, by continuing to 
lead others astray, they deprive themselves of the bene- 
fit of this provision. The Anabaptists, however, were 
expressly excluded from benefiting by this clause : these, 
if they did not clear themselves by the moat tiiorough 
repentance, were to forfeit their possessions ; and i£^ on 
the other hand, they relapsed after penitence, that is, 
were backsliding heretics, they were to be put to death 
without mercy. The gi-eater regard for life and pro|>- 
erly, which is observable in this ordinance as compared 
with tlie edicts, and which yre might be tempted to 
ascribe to a change of intention in the Spanish ministry, 
was nothing more than a compulsory step, extorted by 
the detennined opposition of the nobles. So little, too, 
were the people in the Netherlands satisfied by this 
" Moderation," which, fundamentally, did not remove 
a single abuse, that instead of " Moderation" (mitiga- 
tioo), they indignantly caUed it " Mooderation," that is. 
murdering. 

After the consent of the states had, in this manner 
been extorted from them, th& " Moderation" was sub- 
mitted to the council of the state, and after receiving their 
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eigOBtures, forwarded to the king, in Spain, in order to 
receive from r tfi t' tlef flaw. 

The embassy M d d wh hh d been agreed upon 
■"'■■" '^- - ' — — - ' tge( intrusted t 
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n Madrid, for his departure was delayed by ai 
especCed obstacle, the Marquis of Bergen being disabled 
from setting out immediately, through a wound which 
he received from the blow of a tennis-ball. At last, 
however, yielding to tlie pressing impwtunitieH of the 
regent, who was anxious to expedite the business, be 
sot out alone, not, as he hoped, to cany the cause of his 
nation, but to die tor it- 
Jo the mean time, the posture of affairs had changed 
so greatly in the Netherlands, the step which the nobles 
had recently taken had so nearly brought on n complete 
rupture with the government, that it seemed impossil^ 
for the Prince of Orange and his friends to maintain any 
longer the intermediate and delicate position which they 
had bithei'to held between the country and the court, 
or to reconcile the contradicljfry duties to which it gave 
rise. Groat must have been the restraint, which, with 
their mode of thinking, they had to put on themselves 
not to take part in this contest ; much, too, must then" 
natural love of liberty, their patriotism, and their prin- 

* This Marquis of Bergen is to be distincuished fiom Count 
William of Bergen, who was among Ihe firsi who subscribed tho 
covenant.— l'ig(. ad Bappir, Lellet vii. 
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ciplea of toleration have suffered from the constraint 
which thpir official nWlioa imposed upon tbem On tha 
other hand, Philip a distrust, the little regard which now 
for a long time had been paid to their advice, and tbe 
marked slights which the duchess publicly pat upon 
them, had greatly contiibuted to cool Iheu zeal for the 
service, and to lender iiksome the longer continuance 
of a part which they played with so much repugnance 
and with so litlle thanks This feeho? was stienglU- 
ened by several intimatiooa ihey leceived tioni Spain, 
which placed beyond doubt the great displeasure of the 
king at the petition of the nobles, and his KtlJe satisfac- 
tion with their own behavior on that occasion, while 
they were also led to exjiBct that he was nbout to enter 
upon measui'es, to which, as fiivornble to the libertiesof 
their country, and for the most part friends or blood re- 
lations of the confederates, they could never lend their 
countenance or support. On the name which should 
be applied in Spain to the confederacy of the nobles, it 
principally depended what course they should follow 
for the future. If the petition should be caDed i-e- 
bellion, no altoroative would be left them, but either to 
come prematurely to a dangeitiiis explanation with the 
court, or to aid it in treating as enemies those with 
whom they had both a fellow-feeling and a common 
interest. This perilous alternative could only be avoided 
by withdrawing entirely from public affairs ; this plan 
they had once before practically adopted, and under 
present cii'cum stances, it was something more than a 
simple expedient. The whole nation had their eyes 
moo them. An unlimited confidence in their integrity, 
Sd the universal veneration for their persons, which 
closely bordered on idolatry, would ennoble the cause 
which they might make their own, and ruin that which 
they should abandon. Their share in the administra- 
tion of tlie state, though it were nothing more than 
nominal, kept the opposite party in check ; while they 
attended the senMe, violent measures were avoided, 
because their continued presence sdll favored some ex- 
pectalions of succeeding by gentle means. The with- 
holding of their approbation, even if it did not pTOceed 
from their hearts, dispirited the faction, which, on the 
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contrary, vtooid exert its full strength so soon as it could 
reckon even distantly on oblHiningeo weighty a ssnction. 
The veiy measures of the government, whicli, if they 
came through their- hands, were certain of a favorable 
reception of issue, would without them prove suspected 
and futile; even the royal concessions, if they were not 
obtained by the mediation of these frieniJs of the people, 
would fail of the chief part of their efficacy. Beside, 
their retirement from public affairs woiild deprive the 
regent of the benelit of their advice, at n time when 
counsel was most indispeniwble to lier; it would, more- 
over, leave the preponderance with a party which, 
blindly dependent on the court, and ignorant of the pe- 
culiarities of republican character, would neglect noth- 
ing to aggruvnt* the evil, and to drive to extremity the 
already exasperated mind of the pubUc. 

All these motives (and it is open to every one, ac- 
cording to his good or bad opinion of the prince, to say 
which was the most influential) tended alike to move 
him to desert the regent, and to divest himself of all 
share in public affairs. An opportunity for putting this 
resolve into execution soon presented itself. The piince 
had voted for the immediate promulgation of the newly 
revised edicts: but tbo regent, followingthe suggestion of 
her privy council, had determined to transmit them first 
to the king. "I nowsee clearly," he broke out, with well 
acted vehemence, "that all the advice which 1 give is dis- 
trusted. The king retjuires no servants whose loyally he 
is determined to doubt ; and far be it fi-om me to thrust 
my services upon a sovereign who is unwilling to receive 
them. Better, therefore, for him and me, that I with- 
draw from public aflairs." Count Horn expressed him- 
self nearly to the same effect. Egmont requested per- 
mission to visit the baths of Aix-la-Chapelle, the use of 
which had been prescribed to him by his physician, al- 
though (as it is stated in his accusation) he appeared 
health itself. The regent, terrilied at the consequences 
which must inevitably follow this step, spoke sharply 
to the prince. " If neither my representations nor the 
general weliare can prevail upon yoo, so far as b> induce 
you to relinquish this intention, lei me advise you to be 
more careful, at least, of your own reputation. Louis 
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of Nassau is youv brother; he and Count Brederode, 
the heads of the confederacy, have publicly been your 
guesls. The petition is in substance idenlica! with your 
own representations in the council of state. If you now 
suddenly desert the cause of your king, will it not be uni- 
versally said that you favor the conspirncyJ" We do 
not fiud it anywhere stated, whether tbe prince renlly 
withdrew at this time from the council of state ; at all 
events, if he did, he must soon have altered bis mind, 
for shortly after he appears ngain in public traosnctions. 
Egmont allowed himself to be ove m by I mon- 
strances of the regent ; Horn alon Uy vi 1 d ew 
himself to one of his estates," w b 1 J u n of 
never more serving either emperor ko M whla, 
liie Gueux had dispersed themselv h ugh he prov- 
inces, and spread everywhere tbe m la bl 'e- 
ports of their success. According I ass ns. 
religious fi'eedom was lioBlly assu d d d to 
confirmtheirslatements,theyhelp d h m ! heie 
tlie truth failed, wilh falsehood. F pi hey 
produced a forged letter of tbe Kn gh f th H ce, 
in wWch the latter were made solemnly d 1 re I at, 
for tbe future, no one need fear imprisonment or death, 
on account of religion, unless he also committed a polit- 
ical crime ; and even in tliat case, the confederates 
alone were l« be his judges ; and this regulation 
was to be in force until the king, with the consent 
and advice of the states of the realm, should other- 
wise dispose. Earnestly as the knights applied them- 
selves, upon the first information of the fraud, to res- 
cue the nation from their delusion, still it had already, 
in this short interval, done good service to the fiiction. 
If there are truths whose effect is limited to a single in- 
stant, then inventions which last so long can easily as- 
sume their place. Beside, the report, however false, 
was calculated both to awaken distrust between tho re- 
gent and the knights, and to support the courage of the 
Protestants by fresh hopes, while it also furnished those 
who were meditating innovation an appearance of right, 
which, however unsubstantial they themselves knew it 
to be, served as a colorable pretext for their pi'oeeedings. 
* Where he remaineJ three months inactive. 
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Qnickly as this delusion was dispelled, still, in the short 
space of time that it obtained belief, it had occasioned 
BO maoy extravagatices, had introduced so much of ir- 
regulrtrity and license, that it return to the former state 
of things became impossible, and continuance in the 
course already commenced was rendered necessary as 
well by habit as by despair. On the very first news of 
this happy result, the liigitive Protestants had returned 
to their homes, which they had so unwillingly abandon- 
ed ; those who had been in concealment came forth 
from their hiding-places; those who had hitherto paid 
homage to the new religion in their hearts alone, em- 
boldened by these pretended acta of toleration, now 
gave in their adhesion to it publicly and decidedly. The 
name of the '■ Gueux" vraa extolled in all the provinces ; 
they were called the pillars of religion and liberty; 
their party increased daily, and many of iJie merchants 
began to wear their insignia. The latter made an alter- 
ation in the " Geusen" penny, by introducing two trav- 
eler's stalls laid crosswise, to intimate that they stood 
prepared and ready, at any instant, to forsake house and 
hearth for the sake of religion. The Geusen League, 
in short, had now given to things an entirely dilierenC 
form. The murmurs of the people, hitherto impotent 
and despised, as being the cries of individuals, had, now 
that they were concentrated, become formidable ; and 
had gained pov^er, direction, and firmness, through 
union. Every one who was rebelliousiy disposed, now 
looked on himself as the member of a veneraWe and 
powerful body, and believed that, by carrying his own 
complaints to the general stock of discontent, he secur- 
ed the free espression of them. To be called an impor- 
tant acqnisitioD to the league flattered the vain ; to be 
lost, unnoticed, and irresponsible in thn ci'owd, was an 
inducement to the timid. The fiice which th,e confed- 
eracy showed to the nation, was very unlike that which it 
had turned to tiie court. But had its objects been the 
purest, had it really been as well disposed toward the 
throne as it wished lo appear, still the multitude would 
have regarded only what was illegal in its proceedings. 
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No moment'could be more fiivorablB to the Huguenots 
and the Germun Protestants than the present, to seek a 
market for their dnngeroua commodity in the Nether- 
lands. Accordingly, every considerable town now swarm- 
ed with suspicious arrivals, masked spies, and the npos- 
tles of every description of heresy. Of the religious 
parties which had sprung up by secession from the rul- 
ing church, three chiefly had made conwderable pro- 
gress in the provinces. FrieslODd, and the adjoining dis- 
tricts were oven-un by the Anabaptists, who, however, as 
the most indigent, without organization and government, 
destitute of military resom'ces, and moreover at strife 
among themselves, awakened tlie least apprehension. 
Of far more importance were the Calvinists, who pre- 
vailed in the southern provinces, and above nJI, in Flan- 
ders, who were powerfully supported bytheir neighbors 
the Huguenots, the republic of Geneva, the Swiss Can- 
tons, and pai-t of Germany, and whose opinions, with 
the exception of a slight difference, were also held by 
the throne in England. They were also Uie roost nu 
merous party, especially among the merchants and com- 
mon citizens. The Huguenots expelled from France had 
been the chief disseminators of the tenets of this party. 
The Lutherans were inferior both in numbers and 
wealth, but derived weight from having many adherents 
among the nobility. They occupied, for the most part, 
the eastern portion of the Netherlands, which borders 
on Germany, and were also to be found in some of the 
northern territories. Some of the most powerful prin- 
ces of Germany were their allies ; and the religious free- 
dom of that empire, of which, by the Burgundian treaty, 
the Netherlands formed an integral part, was claimed by 
them with some appearance of right. These three re- 
ligious denominations met together in Antwerp, where 
the ci-owded population concealed them, and the min- 
gling of all nations fevered liberty. They had nothing In 
common, except an equally inestinguishnble hatred of 
popeiy, the Inquisition in particular, and of the Spanish 
government, whose instrument it was; while, on the 
other hand, they watched each other with a jealousy 
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which kept thpir zeai in exercise, and prevented tile 
glowing ardor of fanaticism from waxing dull. 

The regent, in expectntion that the projecteiJ " mod- 
eration" would bo sanctioned by the king, had, in the 
mean time, to gratify the " Gneus," recommended the 
governors and mnnicipal officers of the provinces to be 
as moderate as possible in their proceedings against her- 
etics ; instructions which were eagerly followed, and in- 
teiyreted in the widest sense by the majority, who had 
hitberto administered the painful duty of punishment 
with exneme repugnance. Most of the chief magis- 
ft^tes were in their hearts averse to the Inquisition and 
the bpanish tyranny, and many were even secretly at- 
tached to one or other of the religious partfes ; even the 
others were unwilling to inflict punishment on their 
countiymen, to gratify their sworn enemies, tl)e Span- 
iards, All, therefore, purposely misunderstood the re- 
gent, and allowed the Inquisition and the edicts to fall 
almost entirely into disuse. This forbearance oi^the 
government, combined with the brilliant representations 
of the "Gueux," lui-ed from their obscurity the Protes- 
tants, who, however, had now grown too powerful to be 
any Ion e 6 caaled Hitherto they had contented 
then el es w h sec et assemblies by night; now they 
though hem el e numerous and formidable enough to 
ventu e o I se nee ings openly and publicly. This 
license commenced somewhere between Oudenarde and 
Ghen and oon p ad through the rest of Flanders. 
Acerta He mai S icker, born at Oveiyssel, formerly 
a monk a da ng en I usiaat, of able mind, imposing fig- 
ure, and ready tongue, was the first who collected the 
people for a sermon in the open air. The novelty of 
the thing gathered together a ci-owd of about seven 
thousand persona. A magistrate of the neighborhood, 
more courageous than wise, rushed among the crowd 
with his drawn sword, and attempted to seize the 
preacher, but was so ronghly handled by the multitude, 
vvho, for want of other weapons, took np stones and felled 
him to the ground, that he was glad to beg for his life.* 

.1. ' ''■-^^ ""•'f'="J-'>f fool-hardiness of a single man rushing into 
Ihe midal of a fanatical crowd of seven thousand people, lo seize 
before iheir oyes one whom they adored, proves, more than all 
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This success of the first attempt inspired courage for 
B second. In tlie vicinity of Aalst, tbey assembled again 
in stiU greater numbers; but on this occasion they pro- 
vided themselves with rapiers, firearms, and halberds, 
plocecl sentiies at all the approaches, which they also 
barricaded with carts and carriages. All passers-by 
were obliged, whether willing or otherwise, to take part 
in the religious service, and, to enforce this object, look- 
out parties were posted at certain distances round the 
place of meeting. At the entrance, booksellers stationed 
themselves, offering for s»le Protestant catechisms, re- 
ligious tracts, and pnsquinades on the bishops. The 
preacher, Hermann Strieker, held foith from a pulpit, 
which was h*tily constructed for the occasion out of 
carts and trunks of trees. A canvas awning drawn 
over it protected him from the sun and the rain ; the 
preacher's position was in the quarter of the wind, tlial 
the people might not lose any part of his sermon, which 
consisted principally of i-evilings against pope^. Here 
the sacraments were administered after the CaivinistJc 
fashioD, and water was procured from the nearest river 
to baptize infants without iurlher ceremony, after the 
practice, it was pietended, of the earliest times of 
ChiTslianity. Couples were also united in wedlock, 
and the marriage ties dissolved between others. To be 
present at this meeting, half the population of Ghent 
had left its gates ; their example was soon followed in 
other parts, and ere long, spi ead over the whole of East 
Flanders. In like manner, Peter Dnthan, another ren- 
egade monk, from Poperingen, stiiTed up West Flan- 
ders ; as many as lifteen thousand pei-sons at a time at- 
tended his preaching from the villages and hamlets; 
their number made-lhem bold, and they broke into the 
prisons, whore some AnabiiptisTs were reserved for 
martyrdom. In Tournay, the Protestants wore excited 
to a similar pitch of daiing by Ambrosius Ville, a French 
Calvitiist. They demanded the release of the prisoners 
of their sect, and repeatedly threatened, if theirdemands 
were not complied with, to deliver up the town to the 
that can he aaid on the subject, the insolent contempt with which 
tho Reman Catholics of the time looke.1 eloign upon the so-called 
haretica as an inlerior laen of beinRS 
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French. It was entirely destitute of a garrison ; for the 
cominandant.fi'om fear of treason, hud withdrawn it into 
the castle, nnd the soldiers, moreover, refused to act 
ngninst their fellow-citizens. The sectarians carried 
their audacity to such great lengths, as to require one 
of the churches within Uie town to be assigned to them ; 
and when this was reftiaed, they entered into a league 
with Valenciennes and Antwerp, to obtain a legal rec- 
ognition of their worship, nfter the example of the other 
towns, by open force. These three towns maintained 
a close connection with each other, and the Fi-otestant 
party was eqnally powerful in all. While, however, no 
one would venture singly to commence the disturbance, 
they Hgreed simultaneously to make a beginning Vfifh 
public preaching. Brederode's appearance in Antwerp 
at last gave then) courage. Six thousand persons, men 
and women, poured forth from the town on an appointed 
day, on which the same thing happened in Toumay and 
Valenciennes. The place of meeting was closed in 
with a line of vehicles, firmly fastened together, and be- 
hind them armed men were secretly posted, wilh a view 
to protect the service from any sui'prise. Of the 
preachers — most of whom were men of the veiy lowest 
class — some wore Germans, some were Huguenots, 
and spoke in the Walloon dialect: some even of the cit- 
izens felt themselves called upon to take a part in this 
sacred work, now that no fears of the ufficei's of justice 
alarmed them. Many were drawn to the spot by mere 
curiosity, to hear what kind of new and nnbeard-of doc- 
trines these foreign teachers, whose arrival had caused so 
much talk, would sot forth. Others were attracted by 
the melody of the psalms, which were sung in a French 
version, after the custom io Geneva. A great number 
came to hear these sermons as so many amusing come- 
dies ; such wastlie buffoonery with which the Pope, the 
fathers of the ecclesiastical Council of Trent, pur^lory, 
and other dogmas of the ruling church were abused m 
them. And, in fact, the more extravagant was this abuse 
and ridicule, the more it tickled the ears of the lower 
orders ; and a universal clapping of Viands, as in a theater, 
rewarded the speaker who had sui'passed others in the 
mildness of his jokes and denunciatjoiis. But the ridi- 
12 
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cule which was tbus cast upon the ruling church was, 
nevertheless, not entiiely lost on the mintfe of the hear- 
ers, as neither were the few gi'aius of truth or reason 
which occasionally slipped in among it ; and man; a one 
who had sought from these sermons any thing but con- 
viction, unconsciously carried away a little also of it. 

These assemblteswereseveraltimes repeated, and each 
day augmented the boldness of the sectarians; till at last 
they even ventured, after concluding the service, to con- 
duct their preachers home in triumph, with an escort 
of armed hoi-semen, and ostentatiously to brave the law. 
The town council sent express after express Co the duch- 
ess, entreating her to visit them in person, and if possi- 
ble to leside for a short time at Antwerp, as the only 
expedient to curb the arrogance of the populace ; and 
assuring her that the most eminent merchants, a&aid of 
being plundered, were already preparing toquit it. Fear 
of slaking the royal dignity on so hazardous a stroke of 
policy forbade her compliance ; but she dispatiihed in 
her stead Count Megen, in ord^r to ti'eat with the ma- 
gisti'ate for the intixiduction of agiirrison. The rebellious 
mob, who quickly got an inkling of the object of his visit, 
gathered around him with tumultuous cries, shouting — 
"He was known to them as a sworn enemy of the 
Gueux; that it was notorious he was bringing on 
them prisons Hnd tiie Inquisition, and that he should 
leave Uie town instantly." Nor was the tumult quieted 
till Megen was beyond the gates. The Calvinists now 
handed in to the magistrate a memorial, in which they 
showed that tlieir gi'eat numbers made it impossible for 
them henceforward to assemble in secrecy, and request- 
ed a separate place of worship to be allowed them inside 
the town. The town coundl renewed its entreaties to 
the duchess to assist, by her personal presence, their per- 
plexities, or at least to send to them the Prince ofOmnge, 
as the only person for whom the people still had any re- 
spect; and moreover, as specially bound to the town of 
Antwerp by his here^hlaiy title of its burgrave. In or- 
der to escape the gi-eater evil, she was compelled to con- 
sent to the second demand, however much against her 
inclination, to intrust AnCwei'p to tbe prince. After al- 
lowing himself to be long and fruitlessly entreated, for 
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he had nil at once resolved to lake no further share in 
public affHii-s, he yielded ot last to the earnest persua- 
sions of the regent, and the boisterous wishes of the 
people. Brederode, with a numerous retinue, came 
hftlf-ft-mile out of town to meet him, and both pailJes 
saluted each other with a disehai'ge of pistols. Antwerp 
appeared to have poured out all her inhabitnnts to wel- 
come her deliverer. The high road swarmed with mul- 
titudes ; the roofs were taken off the house9,in order ihat 
they might accommodate morespectators: behind fences, 
from church-yard walla, even out of graves, stalled up 
men. Theattiichmentof the people to the prince showed 
itself in childish effusions. " Long live the Gueux !" was 
the shout with which young and old received him. " Be- 
hold," cried others, ■■ the man who shall give us liberty." 
"He brings us," cried ihe Lutherans, "the Confes- 
sion of Augsburg!" '-We don't want the Gueux now," 
exclaimed othei's ; " we have no moi'e need of the troub- 
lesome journey to Brussels. He alone is every thing 
to us,!" Those who knew not what to say vented their 
extj'avagant joy in psalms, which they vociferously 
chanted as they moved along. He, however, maintained 
his gi'avity, beckoned for silence, and at last, when no 
one would listen to him, exclaimed with indignation, 
balf-real and half-affected — "By God, tJiey ought to 
consider what they did, or they would one day repent 
what they had now done." The shouting iucieased 
even as he rode into the town. The fii-st conference 
of the prince with the heads of the diflerent religious 
sects, whom be sent for and sepai'ately interrognted 
presently convinced him that the chief source of the 
evil was the mutual distrust of the seveial paitiea, and 
the suspicions which the citizens entertained of the de- 
signs of the government; and that, therefore, it must 
oe his first business to restore confidence among them 
aU. First of all, he attempted, both by persuasion and 
artifice; to induce the Calvinists, as the most numerous 
nody, to lay down their wBii|)ons. and in this he at last 
with much liibor succeeded. When, however, some 
wagons were soon afterward laden with ammunition in 
Malines, and the High Bailiff of Bnibant showed him- 
self frequently in the neighborhood of Antwerp with an 
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armed force, tbe Ciilvinists, fearing hostile interi'uption 
of their religious woiship, besought the pi'itice to ntlot 
tliem n place within the walls Ibr their sermons, which 
should be secure frant a surprise. He succeeded ooue 
more in pikcifyiDg tliem, nnd his pi'eseuue fortuniitelf 
preveoted an outbieak on the Assumption of the Virgin, 
which, as usual, had drawn a crowd to the town, and 
from whose seuti me nts there was but too much reason for 
alitrni. The image of the Vii'^n was, with the usual 
pomp, carried TOund the town without interruption ; 
a few words of abuse, and a suppressed murmui' about 
idolatry, was all that thedisapprovlngmulticudes indulged 
in agflinat the procession. 

A.D. 1S66. While the regent received fraiii one prov- 
ince after another the most melancholy accounts of the 
excesses of the Pi-oiestants, and while she trembled for 
Antwerp, which she was compelled to leave in the dan- 
gerous hands of the Prince of Orange, a new terror as- 
sailed her from another quarter. Upon the first authen- 
tic tidings of the public preaching, she immediately 
called upon the league to fuMll its promises, and to assist 
her in restoring order. Count Brederode used this pre- 
text to summon a general meeting of tbe whole lengue, 
for which he could not have selected a more daogerous 
moment than the present. So ostentatious a display of 
the strength of the league, whose existence and protection 
had alone encouraged the Protestant mob to go the length 
it had already gone, would now raise the confidence of Uie 
sectarians, while, in the same degree, it depressed the 
courage of the regent. The convention took place in 
the t«wn of Liege St. Truyen, into which Brederode 
and Lonis of Nassau had thrown themselves at the head 
of two thousand confederates. As the long delay of the 
royal answerfrom Madrid seemed to presage no good fi-om 
that quarter, they considered it advisable in any case to 
extort frem the regent a letter of indemnity for their 

Those among them who were conscious of a disloyal 
sympathy with the Protestant mob looked on its licen- 
tiousness as a favorable ciicumstance for the league ; 
the apparent success of those to whose degrading fellow- 
shr|i they had deimed to stoop, led them to alter their 
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tone ; their former laudefale zeal began to degeoerate 
iato insolence nnd defiance. Many thought that they 
ought to avail themselves of the general confusion and 
the perplexity of the duchess, to assume a bolder tone 
and heap demand upon demand. The Roman Catholic 
membei*s of the league, among whom many were, in 
their hearts, still stmngty inclined to the royal cause, 
and who had been di-awn into a connection with the 
league by occasion and example, rather than from feel- 
ing and conviction, now heard, to their astonishment, 
propositiona for establishing universal freedom of religion, 
and were not a littJe shocked to discover in how pei'ilous 
an enterprise they had hastily implicated themselves. 
On this discovery, the young Count Mansfeld withdrew 
immediately from it, and internal dissensions oli-eady 
began to undermine the work of precipitation and 
haste, and imperceptibly to loosen the joints of the 

Count Egmont and William of Orange were empow- 
ered by the regent to treat with the eonfedenites. Twelve 
of the latter, among whom wei'e Louis of Nassau, Bred- 
erode, and Kuilemberg, conferred with them in Duffle, 
a village near Malines. " Wherefore this new step V 
demanded the regent by the mouth of these two noble- 
men. "I was required to dispatch ambassadors to Spain; 
and I sent them. The edicts and the Inquisition were 
complained of as too rigoi'ous ; I have rendered both 
more lenient. A general assembly of the states of the 
realm was proposed ; I have submitted this request to 
the king, because I could not grant it from my own au- 
thority. What, then, have 1 unwittingly either omitted 
or done, that should render necessary this assembling in 
St. Truyen ? Is it perhaps fear of the king's anger, 
and of iU consequences, that disturbs the confederates ? 
The provocation certainly is great, but his mercy is even 
greater. Where now is the promise of the league to 
excite no disturbances among the people 7 Where those 
high-sounding professions, that they were ready to die 
at my feet, rather than offend against any of the pre- 
rogatives of the crown? The innovators already ven- 
ture on things which border closely on rebellion, end 
threaten the state with destruction : end it is to the 
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league that they appeal. If it continues silently to tol- 
erate this, it will juslly bring on itself the charge of par- 
ticipating in the guilt of their olTenses ; if it is honestly 
disposed towai-d the sovereign, it can not remain longer 
inactive in this licentiousness of the mob. But, in truth, 
does it not itself outstrip the insane population by its 
dangerous example, concluding, as it is known to do, 
alliances with the enemies of Uie country, and confirm- 
ing the evil report of its designs by the present illegal 

Against these reproaches the league formally justified 
itself, in a memorial which it deputed ihi'oe of its mem- 
bers to deliver to the council of alate at Brussels. 

" All," it commenced, " that your highness has done 
in resirect to our petition we have felt with the most 
lively gi-atitude ; and we can not complain of any new 
measures subsequently adopted, inconsistent with your 
promise ; bat we can not help coming to the conclusion 
that the orders of yonr highness are, by the judicial 
courts at least, very little regarded ; for we are continu- 
ally hearing— and our own eyes altesc to the truth of the 
report— that in all quarters our fellow-citizens are, in 
spite of the orders of your highness, still mercilessly 
dragged before the courts of justice, and condemned to 
death for religion. What the league engaged on its part 
to do, it has honestly fulfilled; it has too, t« the utmost 
of its power, endeavored to prevent the public preach- 
ings ; but it certainly is no wonder if the long delay of 
an answer from Madrid fills the mind of the people with 
distnist, and if the disappointed hopes of the general as- 
sembly of the states dispose them to put little faith in any 
further assurances. The league has never allied, nor 
ever felt any temptation to ally itself with the enemies 
of the country. If the arms of France were to appear 
in the provinces, we, the confederates, would be the 
first to mount and drive them back again. The lengue, 
however, desires to be candid with youi- highness. Wo 
tiiought we read marks of displeasure in your counte- 
nance : we see men in exclusive possession of your 
favor, who are notorious for their haired against us. Wo 
daily hear that persons are warned from associating with 
ns, an with those infected with the plague, while we are 
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denounced with the arrival of the hing, as with the 
opening of a day of judgment — what is more natural 
than that such distrust shown to ua should at last rouse 
our own ? "thnt the attempt to blacken our league with 
the reproach of treason; that the warlike preparations 
of the Duke of Savoy and of other princes, which, ac- 
coi'ding to common report, are directed against our- 
Belves ; the negotiations of the king with tJie French 
court, to obtain a passage thi'ough that kingdom for a 
Spanish army, which is dostined, it is said, for the Neth- 
erlands—what wonder if these and similar occurrences! 
«hould haie stimulated us to think in time of the means 
of self-defense, and to strengthen ourselves by an alli- 
ance with our friends beyond the frontier 1 On a gen- 
eral, uncertain, and vague rumor, we are accused of a 
share in this licentiousness of the Protestant mob ; but 
who is safe from general rumor 1 True, it is certainly, 
that of our numbers some are Protestants, to whom re- 
ligious toleration would be a. welcome boon ; but even 
they have never forgotten what thoy owe to their sover- 
eign. It is not fear of the king's anger which instigated 
us to hold this assembly. The king is good, and we still 
hope tlmt he is also just. It can not, therefore, be par- 
don that we seek from him, and just as little can it be 
oblivion that we solicit for our actions, which are tiir 
from being the least considerable of the services we have 
at different times rendered his majealy. Again, it is 
true that the delegates of the Lutherans and Calvinists 
are with us in St. Truyen ; nay, more, they have de- 
livered to us a petition which, annexed to this memo- 
rial, we here present to your highness. In it they offer 
to go unarmed to their preachings, if the league will 
tender ils security to them, and be willing to engage for 
a general meeting of the states. We have tliought it 
incumbent upon us to communicate both these matters 
to you, for our guaranty can have no force, unless it is 
at the same time confirmed by your highness and some 
of your principnl counseloi-s. Among these, no one can 
be so well acquainted with the circumstances of our 
cause, or be so upright in intention toward us, as Ihe 
Prince of Orange iind counts Horn and Egmont. Wo 
gladly accept these three as mediators, if the necessary 
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powers are given to tlieni, anj nssuvances atTorded ub 
that no tioopa will be enlisted without their knowledge. 
This gaai'anty, however, we only require for a given 
period, before the expiration of which it will rest with 
the king, whether he will cancel or confirm it for the 
future. If the first should be bis will, it will then be but 
fair that time should be uDowed us to place our persons 
and our property in security ; for this, three weeks will 
be sufficient. Finally, and in conclusion, we on our 
part also pledge ourselves to undertake nothing new, 
without the concurrence of those three persons as me- 
diators." 

The league would not have ventured to hold such 
bold language, if it had not reckoned on powerful sup- 
port and protection ; but the regent vma as little in a 
condition to concede their demands as she was incapa- 
ble of vigorously opposing them. Deserted in Brussels 
by most of her counselors of state, who had either de^ 
parted to their provinces, or, uuder some pretext oi- other, 
had altogether withdrawn from public afiairs ; destitute 
as well of advisers as of money (the latter want had 
compelled her, in the first instance, to appeal to die lib- 
erality of the clergy, when this proved insufficient, to 
have recourse to a lottery), dependent on orders from 
Spiun, which were ever expected and never received, 
she was at last reduced to the degrading expedient of 
entering into a negotiation with the confederates in St. 
Truyen, that they should wait twenty-four days longer 
for the king's resolution before they took any further 
steps. It was certainly surprising that the king still 
continued to delay a decisive answer to the petition, 
although it was universally known that he had answered 
letters of a much later date, and that tlio regent earn- 
estly importuned him on this head. She had also, on 
the comrnenceraent of the public preaching, imme- 
diately dispatched the Marquis of Bergen after the 
Baron of Montigny, who, as an eye-witness of these new 
occurrences, could confirm her wiitten statements to 
move the king to an earlier decision. 

A.D. 1566. In the mean while, the Flemish ambassa- 
dor, Florence of Mootigny, had arrived in Madrid, 
where he was received with a great show of consid jra- 



.^hyGooglc 



REVOLT OF THE NETHEHLANDS. 185 

tion. His instructions were to press for the abolition of 
the Inquisition, and the mitigation of the edicts ; the 
augmentation of the council of state, and the incorpora- 
tion with it of the two other councils ; the ealllDg of a 
general assembly of tlie states, and, lastly, to urge the 
solicitations of the regent for a personal visit from Ihe 
king. As the latter, however, was only desirous of 
gaining time, Monljgny was put off with fair words 
until the arrival of his coadjutor, without whom the 
king was not witling to come to any lina] determination. 
In the mean time, M "g y h d d and any 

hour that he desired w {i k g h 

also commanded tllaC oc 

the duchess and the w m 

municated to himself H w oo 
ted to the council fo B g ff h 

omitted to call the ki g 
genernl assembly oft 

of successfully meeti g h ro h d 

and as likely to supe ty 

measure, lie, more ss d po at 

general and unreaerv m h p w d 

alone eradicate the distrust, which was the souice of 
all existing coni[^ints, and would always counteract the 
good effects of every measure, however well advised. 
He ventured, from a thorough acquaintance with cir- 
linmatances, and accurate knowledge of the oharncter of 
his couDlrymen, to pledge himself to the king for their 
inviolable loyalty, as soon as they should be convinced of 
the honesty of his intentions by the straightlbrwardness 
of his proceedings; while, on the contrary, he assured 
him that there would be no hopes of it as long as they 
were not relieved of the fear of being made the vic- 
tims of the oppression, and sacrificed to the envy, of the 
Spanish nobles. At last, Montigny's coadjutor made 
his appearance, and the objects of their embassy were 
made the subject of repealed deliberations. 

A.n. 1566. The king was at that time nt bis palace 
near Segrovice, where also he assembled his state coun- 
cil. The members were, the Duke of Alva; Don 
Gomez do Figueroa; [he Count of Feria; Don Anto- 
nio of Toledo, Grand Commander of St. John ; Don 
q2 
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John Mflnriquez of Lara, Loi-d Steward to the QueeD ; 
Rny Gomez, Prince of Eboli nnd Count of Melito ; 
Louis ofQuixada, Mnster of the Horse to tbo Prince; 
Chorles Tyssenncque, President of the Council for the 
Netherlands; Hopper, State Counselor and Keeper of 
the Seal ; and Stat« Counselor Cortevifle. The sitting 
of the council was proimcted for several days ; both 
ambassadors were in attendance, but the king was not 
himself present. Here, then, the conduct of the Bel- 
gian nobles was examined by Spanish eyes r step by 
step it was traced liacli. to the most distant source ; cir- 
cumstances were brought into relntion with othera 
which, in leality, never had any connection ; and what 
had been the oftsprjng of the moment was made oilt to 
be a well matured and far'sighted plan. All the diifer- 
ent transactions and attempts of the nobles which had 
been governed solely by chance, and to which the nat- 
ural order of events alone assigned their particular shape 
and succession, were said to be the result of a precon- 
certed scheme for introducing universal liberty in re- 
ligion, and for placing all tlie power of the state in the 
hands of the nobles. The first step to this end was, it 
was said, the violent expulsion of the minister Grnnvella, 
against whom nothing could be charge'B, except that he 
was in possession of an authority which they preferred 
to exercise themselves. The second step was sending 
Count Egmont to Spain to urge the abolition of the In- 
quisition and the mitigation of the penal statutes, and 
to prevail on the king to consent to an augmentation of 
the council of state. As, however, this could not be 
suiTeptitiously obtained in so quiet a manner, the at- 
tempt was made to extort it fi'om the court by a third 
and more daring step — by a formal conspiracy, the 
League of the Gueux. The fourth srep to the same 
end was the present embassy, which at length boldly 
cast aside the mask, and, by the insane proposals which 
they were not ashamed to make to their king, clearly 
brought to light the object to which -all the preceding 
steps had tended. Could the abolition of the Inquisition, 
they exclaimed, lead to any thing less than a complete 
freedom of belief 7 Would not the guiding helm of con- 
science be lost with it ? Did not the proposed " moder- 
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What was the project of augmenting h 
state nod of suppressing the two other Is 

complete remodeling of the government h ry 

in favor of the nobles ? — n general govern 
provinces of the NetherlancU? Again, what was this 
compact of the ecclesiastics in their public preachings 
but a third conspiracy, entei'ed into with the very same 
objects which the league of the nobles in (he council of 
state and that of the Gueux had failed to effect? 

However, it was confessed, that whatever might be 
the source of the evil, itwas not on that account the less 
important and imminent. The immediate pei'sonal 
presence of the king in Brussels was, indubitably, the 
most efficacious means, speedily and thoroughly to 
remedy it. As, however, it was already so late in the 
year, and the preparations alone for the journey would 
occupy the short time which was to elapse before the 
winter set in ; as the stormy season of the year, as well 
as the danger from French and English ships, which 
rendered the sea unsafe, did not allow of the king's 
taking the northern route, which was the shorter 
of the two -, as the rebels themselves, meanwhile, might 
become possessed of the island of Walcheren, and op- 
pose the landing of the king : for all these reasons, the 
journey was not to be thought of before the spring; and 
in absence of the only complete remedy, it was neces- 
sary to rest satisfied with a partial expedient. The 
council, therefore, agreed to propose to the king, in the 
first place, that he should recall the Papal Inquisition 
from the provinces, and rest satisfied with that of the 
bishops ; in the second place, that a new plan for the 
mitigation of the edicts should be projected, by which 
the honor of religion and of the king would be better 
preserved than it bad been in the transmitted " modera- 
tion;" thirdly, that in order to reassure the minds of 
the people, and to leave no means untried, tlie King 
should impart to the regent foil powers to extend free 
grace and pardon to all those who had not already com- 
mitted any heinous crime, or who had not as yet been 
condemned by any judicial process ; but from the ben- 
efit of this indeninily, the preachers, and all who har- 
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bored them, were to be excepted. On the otber 
hana, nil leagaes, aasociationa, public assemblies, and 
preachings, were to be hencefoith prohibited under 
heavy penalties ; if. however, this prohibition should be 
intVinged, the regent was to be at liberty to employ the 
regular troops and garrisons for ihe forcible reduction of 
the refraclory, and also, in case of necessity, to enlist 
new troops, and to name the commanders over them, 
according as should be deemed advisable. Finally, it 
would have a good effect, if his majesty would write to 
the most eminent towns, prelates, and leaders of the 
nobility— to some in his owd hand, and to all in a gra- 
cious tone — Id order to sbmulaCe their zeal Id his sei-- 

When this resolution of hjs council of slate was sub- 
mitt«d to the king, his Hrst measure was to command 
public processions and prayers in all the most consider- 
able places of the kingdom, and also of the Netherlands, 
imploring the divine guidance in his decision. He ap- 
peared in his own person in the council of slate, in order 
lo approve liis resolution, and render it effective. He 
declared the general assembly of the states to be use- 
less, and entirely abolished it. He, however, bound 
himself to retain some German regiments in his pay, 
and, that they might serve with the mnra isnl tn r,«,, 
them their long-standing art 
regent, in a private letter, t 

three thousand h d an ry w 

be assembled by h G h h 

nished her with h y d n d 

to her a sum h hdd dgdfln 

He also accomp d w h e it to 

graph letters to p d d d w n 

which he thank h m gra n 

the zeal which y da dydpyd hse 
vice, and called upon them t» manifest the same for the 
future. Notwithstanding that he was inexorable on the 
most impoitant point, and the very one on which the 
nation most particularly insisted — the convocation of the 
states; notwithstanding that his limited and ambiguous 
pardon was as good as none, and depended too much on 
arbitrary will to cahn the public mind ; notwithstanding. 
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in line, that he rejected, ns ton lenient, the proposed 
" modeiBtioD," hut which, on. the part of the people, 
WHS complniaed of aa loo severe; stitl he had this time 
miide an unwonteii step id the fnvor of the nution ; he 
hud sacrificed to it .be Pnpal Ini|ulsition and left only 
the Episcopal, to whicb it was accustomed. The na- 
tion had found more equitable judges in the Spanish 
council than they could reasonably have hoped for. 
Whether, at another time, and under other circumstan- 
ces, this wise concession would have had the desired 
effect, we will not pretend to say. It came too late : 
when (1566) the royal letters reached Brussels, the at- 
tack on images had already commenced. 



The spriugs of this extraordinary occurrence are plain- 
ly not to be sought for so far back as many historians 
affect to trace Ihem. It is certainly possible, and very 
pi'obBble, that the French Protestants did industtionsly 
exert themselves to raise ia the Netherlands a nursery 
for their religion, and to prevent, by all means in their 
power, an amicable adjustment of differences between 
their brethren in the faith in thnt quarter and the King 
of Spain, in order to give that implacable foe of their 
parly enough to do in his own country. It is natural, 
therefore, b> suppose that their agents in the provinces 
left nothing undone Co encourage their oppressed brethren 
with daring hopes, to noiirish their animosity against the 
ruling church, and by exaggerating the oppression un- 
der which they sighed, to hurry them imperceptibly 
into illegal courses. It is possible, too, that Ihere were 
many among the confederates who thought to help out 
their own lost cause by increasing the number of their 
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paitaors in guilt ; who thought they could not otherwise 
maiutain the legal chanicter of their league, unlesa the 
unfortunate result, agaiueC which they £id ■warned the 
king, really cnme to pass ; and who hoped iu the gen- 
era] guilt of all to conceal their own individual criminal- 
ity. It is, however, incredible that the outbreak of the 
Iconoclasts was the fruit of a deliberate plan, preconcert- 
ed, as it is alledged, at ibe convent of St. Truyen. It 
does not seem likely, that in a solemn assembly of so 
many nobles and warrtorB, of whom the greater part 
were the adliei'ents of popery, an individual should be 
found insane enough to propose an ace of positive infamy, 
which did not so much injure any religious party in par- 
ticular, as rather tread under foot all respect for religion 
in general, and even all morality too, and which could 
have been conceived only in the mind of the vilest rep- 
robate. Beside, this outrage was loo sudden in its out- 
bi'eak, too vehement in its execution altogether, too moD- 
Btrous to have been any thing more flian the olispring of 
the moment in which it saw the light; it seemed to flow 
so naturally from the cii-cumstances whicli preceded it, 
that it does not requiie \o be traced far back to remount 
to its origin. 

A rude mob, consistjng of ihe very dregs of the popu- 
lace, rendei-ed brutal by harsh treatment, by sanguinary 
decrees which dogged them in every town, scared from 
place to place, and driveo almost to despair, were com- 
pelled to worship their God, and to bide, like a work of 
darkness, the universal sacred privilege of humanity. 
Befbie their eyes proudly rose the temples of the dom- 
inant church, in which their haughty bi'ethren indulged 
in ease their magnificent devotion, while they themselves 
were driven from the walls, expelled, too, by the weak- 
er number perhaps, and forced, here in the wild woods, 
under the burning heat of noon, in disgraceful seciecy 
to worship the same God — cast out from civil society 
into a state of nature, and reminded, inonedread moment, 
of ihe rights of that state I The gi'enter their superior- 
ity of numbers, the moi'o unnatural did their lot appear 
—with wonder they perceive the truth. The free heav- 
en, the arms lying i-endy, tlie frenzy in their brains and 
fiiry in their hearts, combine to aid the suggestions of 
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some preHQhing fanatic; the occasion calls, no premed- 
itation is necessary, where bII eyes nt once declare con- 
sent ; the resolution is formed ere yet the ^yo^t! is scarce- 
ly uttered ; ready for any unlawful act, no one yet clearly 
knows what, the furious band rushes onward. The 
smiling prosperity of the hostile religion insults the pov- 
erty of their OWD ; the pomp of the authorized temples 
casts contempt on their proscribed belief; every cross set 
np upon the highway, evei^y image of the saints that 
they meet, is a tTOphy erected otet their humiliation, 
and they all must Ije removed by their avenging hands. 
Fanadcism suggests these detestable [woceediugs, but 
base passions carry them into execution. 

A.D. 1566. The commencement of the attack on images 
took place in West Flanders and Artois. in the districts 
tietween X>ys and the sea. A frantic herd of artisans, 
boatmen, and peasants, mixed with prostitutes, beggars, 
vagabonds, and thieves, about three hundred in number, 
furnished with clubs, ases, hammers, ladders, and cords 
(a few only were provided with swords or firearms), 
cast themselves, with fanatical fuiy, into the villages 
and hamlets near St. Omer, and breaking open the 
gates of such churches and cloisters as they Bnd locked, 
overthrow everywhere the altars, break to pieces the 
images of the saints, and trample them under foot. 
WiAi their excitement increased by its indulgence, and 
reinforced by new comei-s, they pi'ess on by the direct 
road to Ypres, where they can count on the support of 
a strong body of Calvin ists. Unopposed, they break into 
the cathedral, and mounting on ladders, they hammer 
t« pieces the pictures, hew down with axes the pulpits 
and pews, despoil the altars of their ornaments, and 
steal the holy vessels. This example was quickly fol- 
lowed in Menin, Comines, Terrich, Lille, and Oude- 
narde ; in a few days the same fuiy spreads through the 
whole of Flanders. At the very time when the first 
tJdings of this occun-ence arrived, Antwerp was swarm- 
ing with a crowd of houseless people, which the feast 
of the Assumption of the Virgin had brought togelher 
in that ciiy. Even the presence of the Prince of Or- 
ange was hardly sufficient to resti-ain the licentious mob, 
who burned to imitate the doings of their brethren in 
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!y, setting it up in the middle of the church. This ic _. 
ted some michievons boys from among the people, to 
pay it a visit there, and jokingly inquire why she had 
so soon absented herself from among them T Others, 
mounting the pulpit, mimicked the preacher, and chal- 
lenged the papists to a dispute. A Roman Catholic 
watevrtinn, indignant at this jest, attempted to pull them 
down, and blows were exchanged in the preacher's 
seat. Similar scenes occurred on the following evening. 
The numbers increased, and many came already pro- 
vided with suspicious implements and secret weapons. 
At last it came into the head of one of them to cry, 
" Long live the Gueux !" Immediately the whole band 
took up the cry, and the image of the Virgin was called 
upon to do the same. The few Roman Catholics who 
were present, and who had given up the hope of 
etfecting any thing against these desperadoes, left the 
church, after locking all the doors except one. . So 
soon as they found .themselves alone, it was proposed to 
sing one of the psalms in the new version which was 
prohibited by the government. While they were yet 
singing, they all, as at a given signal, rushed furiously 
upon the image of the Virgin, piercing it with swords 
and daggers, and striking off its head ; thieves and pros- 
titutes tore the great wax-lights from the altar, and 
lighted them to the work. The beautiful organ of the 
church, a master-piece of the art of that period, was 
broken to pieces, all the paintings were effaced, the 
statues smashed to atoms. A crucifix, the size of life, 
which was set up between the two thieves, opposite the 
high altai-, an ancient and highly valued piece of workman- 
ship, was pulled to the ground with cords, and cut to 
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)neces with axes, while the twn malefactora at its side 
were respectfully spni'ed. The holy wafers *jere 
sirewed od the ground and trodden under (bet; in the 
nine uaed for t£e Lerd's Supper, which was acciden- 
tally found there, the health of the Gueux was drunk ; 
while with the holy oii they rubbed iheir shoes. The 
very l«jnbs were opened, and the half-decayed corpses 
torn up and Ci'ampled on. All this was done witli as 
much wonderful regularity as if each had pre»ously 
had his part assigned to him; every one worked into 
his neighbor's hands ; no one, dangerous as the work 
was, met with injury ; in the midst of thick darkness, 
which the tapers only sei-ved to render more sensible, 
with heavy masses fulling on all sides, und though on the 
very topmoM steps of the ladders, they scuffled with 
each other for the honors of demolition— yet no one suf- 
fered the least injury. Jo spite of the many tapers 
which lighted them below in their villainous work, not a 
single individual was recogniaed. With incredible ra- 
pidity was the dark deed accomplished ; a number of 
men, at most a hundred, despoiled in a few hours & 
temple of seven^ altars — after Sc. Peter's at Rome, 
perhaps the largest and most mogniiicent in Christen- 

Tho davastationof the cathedral did not content them: 
with torches and tapers purioined fium it, they set out 
at midnight to perform a similar work of havoc on the 
remaiaing churches, cloisters, and chapels. The de- 
structive hordes increased with every fresh exploit 
infamy, and thieves were allured by the opportunil_ 
They carried away whatever they found of value, the 
consecrated vessels, altar cloths, money, and vestments: 
in the cellars of the cloisters they drank to intoxication; 
to escape greater indignities, the monks and nuns aban- 
doned every thing to them. The confused noises OL 
these riotous acts had startled the citizens from their 
frst sleep ; but night made the danger appear more 
alarming than it really was, and instead of hastening to 
defend their churches, the citizens fortided themselves 
in iheir houses, and in terror and anxiety awaited the 
dawn of morning. The rising sun at length revealed the 
devaststiou which had been going on during the night : 
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but the havoc did not tormiiiBt* with the dnrkness. 
Sonte chiircbes and cloisters still remained uninjiiriid ; 
the same fiite soon overtook them also. The work of 
destructJoD lasted three whole days. Alarmed at last, 
lest the frantic mob, when it could no longer find any- 
thing sacred to destroy, should make a similar attack on 
lay propeity, and plunder their warehouses ; and en 
couraged, too, by discovering how small was lie num- 
ber of depredators, the wealthier citizens ventured to 
show themselves in arms at the doors of their houses- 
All the gates of the town were locked but one, througU 
which the Iconoclasts broke forth to renew the same 
atrocities in the rural districts. On one occasion only, 
during all this time, did the municipal officers venture to 
exert their authority ; so strongly were they held in 
awe by the superior power of the CulTinists, by whom, 
as it was believed, this mob of miscreants was hired. 
The injury inflicted by this work of devastation was in- 
calculable. In the Church of the Virgin, it was estima- 
ted at not less Ihan four hundred thousand gold florins. 
Many precious works of art were destroyed ; many val- 
uable manuscripts, many monuments of importance to 
history and to diplomacy, wore thereby lost. The city 
magistrate ordered the plundered articles to be restor- 
ed on pain of death ; in enforcing this restitution he was 
effectually assisted by the preachers of the Reformers, 
who blushed for their followers. Much was in this 
manner recovered, and the ringleaders of the rnob, less 
animated, perhaps, by the desire of plunder, than by fa- 
naticism and revenge, or perhaps being ruled by some 
unseen head, resolved, for the future, to guard against 
these excesses, and to make their attacks in regnler 
bands and in belter order. 

The town of Ghent, meanwhile, trembled for a like 
destiny. Immediately on the first news of the outbreak 
of the Iconoclasts in Antwerp, the magistrate of the lat- 
ter town, with the most eminent citizens, had bound 
themselves to repel by force the church-spoilers ; when 
this oath ivas proposed to the commonalty also, the 
voices were divided, and many declared openly, that 
they were by no means disposed to hinder so devout a 
work. In this state of affiiirs, the Roman Catholic 
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clergy found it ndvisiible to deposit in the citadel the 
most precious movables of their churches, and private 
feniilies were permitted, in like manner, Co provide for 
the safety of offerings which had been made by their 
ancestors. Meanwhile, all the services were discontin- 
ued, the courts of justice were closed : and, like a town 
in momentary danger of being stormed by the enemy, 
men trembled in expectation of what was to come. At 
last, an insane band of rioters ventured to send delegates 
to the governor, with this impudent message : •' They 
■were ordered," they said, " by their chiefs, to take the 
images out of the churches, as had been done in the 
other towns. If they were not opposed, it should be 
done quietly, and with as little injury as possible, but 
otherwise they would sloi-m the churches ;" nay, they 
went so far in their audacity, as to ask the aid of the 
officers of justice herein. At first Ihe magistrate was 
astounded at this demand ; upon reflection, however, 
and in the hope that the presence of the officers of the 
law would perhaps restrain their excesses, he did not 
scruple to grant their request. 

In Tournay, the churehes were despoiled of their or- 
nauients within sight of the garrison, who could not be 
induced to march against the Iconoclasts. As the latter 
had been told that the gold and silver vessels, and other 
ornaments of the chureh, were buried underground, 
they turned op the whole floor, and exposed, among 
others, the body of Ihe Duke Adolph of Gueldres, who 
ftll in battle at the head of the rebeUious burghers of 
Ghent, and had been buried hero in Tournay. This 
Adolph had waged war Hgainst his father, and had 
dragged the vanquished old roan some miles barefoot to 
prison — an indignity which Charles the Bold afterward 
retaliated on him. And now, again, after more than 
half-a-century, fate avenged a crime against nature by 
anotlier against religion ; fiinnticism was to desecrate 
that which was holy, in order lo expose once more to 
execi'ation the bones of a parricide. Other Iconoclasts 
from Valenciennes united themselves with those of 
Tournay, to despoil all the cloisters of the surrounding 
district, during which a valuable library, the accumula- 
tion of centuries, was destroyed by fire. The evil soon 
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penetrated into Brabant also ; Malines, Herzogenbnach, 
Breda, and Bergon-op-Zoom experienced the sBine late. 
The provinces Namur and Luxemburg, with a part of 
Artois and of Hainault, had alone the good-fortune to 
escape the contagion of these outrages. In tlie short 
period of four or five days, four hundred cloisters were 
plundered in Brabant and Flanders alone. The north- 
ern Netherlands were soon seized with the same mania 
which had raged so violently through the southern. 
The Dutch towns, Amsterdam, Leyden, and Graven- 
hnag, had the alternativfl of either voluntarily stripping 
their churches qf their ornaments, or of seeing them 
Tiolently turn from them ; the determination of their 
magistrntes saved Delit, Haarlem, Gouda, and Rotter- 
dam jrom the devastation. The same acts of violence 
were practiced also in the islands of Zealand ; the town 
of Utrecht, and many places in Overyssel and GrOnin- 
gen suffered the same storms. Fnesland was protected 
by the Count of Aremberg, and Goeldres by the Count 
of Megen, from a like fate. 

An exaggerated report of these disturbances, which 
came in from the provinces, spread the alarm to Brus- 
sels, where the legent had just made pieparations for an 
Bxtraordinaiy session of the council of state. Swarms 
of Iconoclasts already penetrated into Brabant; and the 
metropolis, where they were certain of powerful sup- 
port, was threatened by them with a renewal of the 
same atrocities then under the very eyes of majesty. 
The regent, in fear for her personal safety, which even 
in the heart of the countiy, surrounded by provincial 
governors and Knights of the Fleece, she fancied inse- 
cure, was already meditating a flight to Mons, in Hai- 
nault, which town the Duke of Arschot held for her as a 
place of refuge, that she might not be driven to any un- 
dignified concession by falling into the power of the 
Iconoclasts. In vain did the knights pledge life and 
blood for her safely, and urgently beseech her not to 
expose them to disgrace by so dishonorable a flight, as 
though they were wanting in courage or zeal to protect 
their princess ; to no purpose did the town of Brussels 
itself supplicate her not to abandon them in this ex- 
tremity, and vainly did the council of state make the 
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nosl impressive reprosentatioDs iJiat so pusillanimous a 
step would not tail to encournge still more the insolenca 
of the rebels ; she remained immovable in (his desper- 
ate condition. As messenger after messenger arrived 
to warn her that the Iconociasts were advancing against 
the inetro|)oli8, she issued orders to hold every thing in 
readiness for her (light, which was to take place quietly 
with the first approach of morning. At break of day 
the aged Vigliiis presented himself before her wlinm, 
with the view of gratifying the nobles, she had been 
Jong accustomed to neglect. He demanded to know 
the meaning of tbe preparations he obselTed, upon 
which she at last confessed, that she intended to make 
her escape, and assured him that he would himself do 
well to secure his own sflfety by accompanying her. 
"It is now two years," said the old man to her, ■■ that 
you might have anticipated liiese results. Because I 
have spoken more freely than youi' courtiers, you have 
closed your princely ear !o me, which has been open 
only lo pernicious suggestions." The regent allowed 
that she had been in fault, and had been blinded by en 
appearance of probity ; but that she was now driven by 
necessity. " Are you resolved," answered Viglius, 
"resolutely to insist upon obedience to tlie royal com- 
mands 7" "I am." answered the duchess. "Tlien 
have recoui'se to the great secret of the art of govern- 
ment, to dissimulation, and pretend to join the princes 
until, vrith their assistance, you have repelled this 
storm. Show them a confidence, which you are far 
from feeling in your heart. Make them take an oath 
to you, that they will make common cause in resisting 
these disorders. Ti-ust those, as your friends, who 
show themselves willing to do it : but be careful (o avoid 
frightening away the others by contemptuous treat- 
ment." Viglius kept the regent engaged in conversa- 
tion until the piinces anived, who he mas quite certain 
would in no wise consent to her Hlght. When they 
appeai'ed, he quietly withdi-ew, in order to issue com- 
mands to the town council to close the gales of the city, 
and prohibit egress lo every one connected with the 
court. This last measure ejected more than all the 
represeotatioDB had done. The regent, who saw her- 
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self a, prisoner io her own capital, now yielded to the 
persuasions of the nobles, who pledged theroselves to 
stand by her to the last drop of blood. She niiide 
Count Mansfeld commHndant of the town, who hastily 
increased ihe gnrrison, and armed her whole court- 

The state council was now held, who finally came 
to a resolution that it was expedient to yield to the 
emergency ; to permit the preachings in those places 
whei'e tiiey had already commenced ; to make known 
the abolition of the Papal Inquisition ; to declare the old 
edicts against the heretics repealed, and before all things, 
to grant the required indemnity to the confedemtB nobles 
wiHiout limilation or condition. At the same time the 
Prince of Orange, counts Egmont and Horn, with some 
others, were appointed to confer on this head with the 
deputies of the league. Solemnly and in the most un- 
equivocal terms, the members of the lengue were de- 
clared free from all responsibility, by I'eason of the peti- 
tion which had been presented, and all royal ofticers and 
authorities were enjoined to act in conformity with this 
assurance, nod neither now, nor tor the future, to inflict 
any injury upon any of the confederates on account of the 
said petition. In return, the coofederntea bound tliem- 
selies to be true and loyal servants of his majesty, to 
contribute, to the utmost of their power, to the reestab- 
tishinent of order and the punishment of the Iconoclnsia, 
to prevail on the people to lay down their arms, and to 
alibrd active assistance to the king against internal and 
foreign enemies. Securities, foj'mally drawn up and 
subscribed by the plenipolentiaries of both sides, were 
exchanged between ibem ; the letter of indemnity, in 
particular, was signed by the duchess witJi her own 
hand, and attested by her seal. It was only after a se- 
vere strngsle, and with tears in her eyes, that the re- 
gent, h t bf gly f d 1 tb king, was at 
last ind d I pa f 1 [ She threw 

the wl I bl I h b wh h d kept her a 

prison B I d p 11 d h it by force. 

Above II h pi d b I f le Prince of 

Th b pi h d 11 i c ors hastened 
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werp. In the latter city the ProtesKints had seized the 
despoiled and plundered churches, and, as if by the 
rights of war, had taken possession of them. The 
piince restored them to their lawful owners, gave orders 
for ttaelr impair, aud reestablished in them the Roman 
Catholic form of worship. Three of the Iconoclasts, who 
had been convicted, paid the penalty of their sacrilege on 
the gallows ; some of the rioters were banished, and 
many others underwent punishment. Afterward he 
assembled four deputies of each dialect, or nations, as 
they were termed, and agreed wth them, that as the 
approaching winter made preaching in the open air im- 
possible, three places within the town should be granted 
them, where they might either erect new chui-ches, or 
convert private houses to that purpose. That they 
should there perform their soi-vlce every Sunday and 
holyday, and always at (he same hour, but on no other 
days. If, however, no holyday happened in the week, 
Wednesday should be kept by them instead. No reli- 
gious party should maintain moie than two clergymen, 
and these must be native Netherlanders, or at least have 
received naturalization from some considerable town of 
the provinces. All should lake an oath to submit in civil 
matters to the municipal authorities and the Prince of 
Orange. They should be liable, like the other citizens, 
to all imposts. No one should attend sermons armed ; 
a sword, however, should be allowed Ki each. No 
preacher should assail the ruling religion from the pul- 
pit, nor enter upon controverted points, beyond what 
the doctrine itself rendered unavoidable, or what might 
refer to morals. No psalro should be sung by them out 
of their appointed district. At the election of their 
preachers, church-wardens, nnd deacons, as also at all 
their other consistorial meetings, a person from the 
government should on each occasion be present, to re- 
port their proceedings to the prince and the magisH'ate. 
As to all other points, they should enjoy the same pro- 
tecliou as the ruling religion. This arrangement was to 
hold good until the king, with consent of the states, 
should determine otherwise ; but then it should be free 
to every one to quit the countiy with his family and hia 
property. From Antwerp the princa hastened to Hoi- 
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land, Zealand, end Utrecht, in order to nmke ther« 
similar arraDgements for the restoration of peace ; Ant- 
werp, however, was, during his absence, inti-usled to 
the superintendence of Count Hogstraten, who was m 
mild man, and although an adherent of the league, had 
never failed in loyalty to the king. It is evident that ia 
this agreement the prince had far overstepped the 
powers intruated to him, and though in the service of 
the king, had acted exactly like a sovereign lord. But 
he aUedged in excuse, that it would be far easier to the 
ma^strate to.watch these numerous and powerful sects, 
if be himself interfered in their worship, and if this 
took plaee under hia eyes, than if he were to leave the 
sectarians lo themselves in the open air- 
In Gueldres, Count Megen showed more severity, and 
entirely suppieased the Protestant sects end banished all 
their preachers. InBrussols, theregentaiailed herself of 
the advantage derived from her personal presence, to put 
a stop to the public preaching, even outside the town. 
When, in reference to this. Count Nassau reminded her, 
in the name of the confederates, of the compact which 
had been entered into, and demanded if Ihe town of 
Brussels had inferior rights to the other towns? sha 
answered, if there were public preachings in Brussels 
before the treaty, it was not her work if they were now 
discontinued. At the same time, however, she secretly 
gave the citizens to understand, that the first who should 
venture to attend a public sermon should certainly bo 
hung. Thus she kept the capital at least faithful to her. 
It was more difficult to quiet Toumay, which office 
was committed to Count Horn, in the place of Montigny, 
to whose government the town properly belonged. Horn 
commanded the Protestants to vacate the churches im- 
mediately, and to content themselves with a house of 
worship outside the walls. To this their preachers ob- 
jected, that the churches were erected for Sie use of 
the people, by which term, they said, not the heads but 
the majority were meant. If they were expelled from 
the Roman Catholic churches, it was at least fdr that 
tbsy should be furnished with money for erecting 
churches of their own. To this the magistrate replied, 
even if the CathoDc party was the weaker, it was io- 
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diaputably the betWr. The erection of churches should 
not be forbidden them; tiioy could not, however, aftei 
the injury which the town had already suffered from 
their brethren, the Iconoclasts, very well expect tiint it 
should be fiirther burdened by the erection of theK 
churchea. After long qnnri'eling on both sides, the Prot- 
estants contrived to retain possession of some churches, 
which, for greater security, they occupied with guai'ds. 
In Valenciennes, too, the Protestants refused submission 
to the conditions which were offered to them through 
Philip St. Aldegondo, Baron of Noircarmes, to whom, 
in the absenoo of the Mai'quis of Bergen, the govero- 
mentof thatplace wasintrusted. A reformed preacher, 
La Grange, a Frenchman by birlh,who by his eloquence 
had gained acomplete command over them, urged tJiem 
to insist on having churches of their ovrn within the 
town, and to threaten, in cose of i-efusal, to deliver it up 
to the Huguenots. A sense of the superior numbers of 
the Calvinisls, and of their understanding with the 
Huguenots, prevented the governor adopting forcible 
measures against them. 

Count Egmont also, to manifest his zeal for the king's 
service, did violence to his natural kind-heartedness. 
Introducing a garrison into the town of Ghent, be caused 
some of the most refractoiy rebels to bo put to death. 
The churches were reopened, the Roman Catholic 
worship renewed, and all foreigners, without exception, 
ordered to quit the province. To the Caisiniats, but to 
them alooe, a site was granted outside the town for the 
erection of a church. In return, they were compelled to 
pledge themselves to the most rigid obedience to the 
mtinicipal authorities, and to active coSperation in the 
proceedings iigainst the Iconoclasts. He pursued similar 
measures iJii-ough all Flanders and Artois. One of bis 
noblemen, John Cassembrot, Baron of Beckerzeel, and 
a leaguer, pursuing the Iconoclasts at the head of some 
horsemen of the league, surprised a band of them, just 
as they were about to brealt into a town of Hainault, 
near Grammont, in Flandei's, and took thirty of them 
prisoners, of whom twenty-two were hung upmi the 
spot, and the rest whipped out of the province. 

Servicesofsuchimpoitance, one woirfd have thought, 
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scarcely deserved to be rewarded with the displeasure of 
the king; what Ornnge, Egmont, niid Horn performed 
on this occnsioti, evinced at least as much zeal, and had 
as beneficial a result, as any thing that was accomplish- 
ed by Noireavmes, Megen, and At'emborg, to whom the 
king vouchsafed to show his gratitude both by words and 
deeds. But their zent, their services, cnme loo late. 
They had spoken too loudly against his edicts, had been 
too vehement in their opposition to his measures, had 
insulted him too grossly in the person of his minister 
Granvella. to leave room for forgiveness. No time, no 
repentance, no atonement, however great, could efface 
this one offense from the momory of their sovereign. 

Philip lay sick at Segovia, when the news of the out- 
break of the Iconoclasts, and the uncatholic agreement 
entered into with the Reformers, reached him. Al the 
same time, the regent renewed her urgent entreaty for 
his personal visit, of which also all the letters treated 
which the President Viglius exchanged with his friend 
Hopper. Many also of the Belgian nobles addi'essed 
special lelters to the king, as, for instance, Egmont, 
Maosfeld, Megen, Aremberg, Noii'cnrmes, and Barlai- 
mont, in which they reported the state of their provin- 
ces, and at once explained and justJiied the arrangements 
tbey bad mode with the disaffected. Just at this period 
a letter arrived from the German emperor, in which he 
recommended Philip to act with clemency toward his 
Belgian subjects, and offered his mediation in the mat- 
ter. He had also written direct to the regent herself in 
Brussels, and added letters to the several leaders of the 
nihility, which, however, were never delivered. Hav- 
ing conquered the first anger which this hateful occur' 
rence had excited, the king referred the whole matter 
to his council. 

The party of Granvella, which had the preponderance 
in the council, was diligent in tracing a close connection 
between the behavior of the Flemish nobles and the ex- 
cesses of the church desecrators, which showed itself in 
the similarity of the demands of both pai'ties, and es- 
pecially tlie time which the latter chose for their out- 
breiik. In the same month, they observed, in which the 
nobles had sent in their three articles of pacification, tlie 
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Iconoflasts had ooramonced tlieir work ; on the evening 
of the very day that Orange qnitted Antwerp, the church- 
es, too, were plundered. During the whole tumult, not 
a finger was lifted to take up arms ; ell the expedients 
employed were invariably such as turned to the advan- 
tage of the sects, while, on the contrary, all others were 
neglected which tended to the maintenance oftbepure 
faith. Many of the Iconoclasts, it was further said, had 
confessed that all that they bad done was with the 
knowledge and consent of the princes ; though surely 
nothing WHS more natural, than for such worthless 
wretches to seek to screen with great names a crime 
which they had undertaken solely on their own account. 
A writing also was produced, in which the high nobili^ 
were made to promise their services to the " Gueux," 
to procure the assembly of the States General, the gen- 
uineness of which, however, the former strenuously de- 
nied. Four different seditious parties were, they said, to 
be noticed in tlie Netherlands, which were all more or 
less connected with one another, and all worked toward 
a common end. One of these was those bands of repro- 
bates who desecrated the churches ; a second consisted 
of the various sects, who had hired the former to per- 
form their infflmoas acts ; the " Gueux," who had raised 
themselves to be the defenders of the sects, were ihs 
third i and the leading nobles, who wei'e inclined to the 
" Gueux " by feudnl connections, relationship, and friend- 
ship, composed the fomth. All, consequently, were 
alike fatally infected, and all equally guilty. The gov- 
ernment had not merely to guai'd against a few isolated 
members: ithad loeonlendwith the wholebody. Since, 
tlien, it was ascertained that the people were the sedu- 
ced party, and Ibe encouragement to rebellion came from 
higher quarters, it would be wise and enpedient to alter 
the plan hitherto adopted, which now appeared defect- 
ive in several respects. Inasmuch as nil ckisses had been 
oppressed without distinction, and as much of severity 
shown to the lower orders as of contempt to the nobles, 
both had been compelled to lend suppoit to one anoth- 
er: a party had been given to the latter, and lenders to 
the former. Unequsi treatment seemed an infallible ex- 
pedient to separate them ; the mob, always timid and io- 
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dolent when Dot goaded by the estremi^ of distress, 
would very soon desert its adored protectora, and (jaickly 
learn to see in their fate well merited reCiibution, if only 
it was not driven to share it with them, It wbs therefore 
proposed to the king to treat the grest multitude for the 
future with more leniency, and to direct all measures of 
severi^ against the leaders of the faction. In order, 
however, to avoid tlio appearance of a disgraceful con- 
cession, it was considered advisable to accept the media- 
tion of the emperor, and to impute to it alone, and not 
to the justice of their demands, that lie king, out of pure 
generosity, had granted to his Belgian subjects as much 
as they asked. 

The question of the king's personal visit to the prov- 
inces was now again mooted, and all the difficulties 
which had formerly been raised on this head appeared 
to vanish before the present emergency. "Now," said 
Tyssenacque and Hopper, " the juncture has really ar- 

ed h h g g vn declara- 

m m Lgra bo ready to 

k d T g to Ghent, 

Ch y la d and danger- 



p p p the United 

Pro va T w h nion of the 

majority ; and the journey of the king was looked upon 
as a matter from which he could not possibly any longer 
escape. 

The question now was, whether he should enler 
upon it wiih a numerous body of attendants, or with 
few ; and here the Prince of Eboli and Count Figueroa 
were at issue with the Duke of Alva, as their private 
interests clashed. If the king journeyed at the head 
of an army, the presence of the Duke of Alva would 
be indispensable, who, on the other hand, if matters 
wei'e peaceably adjusted, would be lesa required, and 
must make room for his rivals. " An army," said Fi- 
gueroa, who spoke first, " would alarm the princes 
through whose territories it must march, and perhaps 
even be opposed by them ; it would; moreover, unne- 
cessarily iiurden the provinces for whose tranqailizatiou 
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it was intended, and add a new grievance to liie many 
which hnd already driven the people to such lengths. 
It would presa indiscriminHtely upon all of the king'a 
subjects, whereas a coart of justice, peaceably adminis- 
tering its office, would observe a marked distinction be- 
tween the innocent and the guilty. The unwonted 
violence of the ibrmer course would tempt the leaders 
of the faction to take a more alarming i^ew of their be- 
havior, in which wantonness and levity had the chief 
share, and consequently induce them to pi'oceed with 
deliberation and union ; the thought of having forced the 
king to such lengths would plunge them into despair, in 
which they would be ready to undertake any thing. If 
the king placed himself in arms pgainst the rebels, he 
would forfeit the moat important advantage which he 
possessed over them, namely, his authority as sovereign 
of the country, which would prove the more powerful 
iu proportion as he showed his reliance upon that alone. 
He would place himself thereby, as it were, on a level 
with the rebels, who, on their side, would not bo at a 
loss to raise an army, as tlie universal hati-ed of the 
Spanish forces would operate in their favor with the 
nation. By this procedure, the king would exchange 
the certain advantage which his position as sovereign of 
the country conferred upon him, for the uncertain re- 
sult of military operations, which, result as they might, 
would of necessity destroy a portion of his own sub- 
jects. The rumor of his hostile approach would outrun 
him time enough to allow all who were conscious of a 
bad cause lo place themselves in a posture of defense, 
and to combine and render availing both their foreign 
and domestic resources. Here, again, the general alarm 
would do them important service ; the uncertainty who 
would be the first object of this warlike approach would 
drive even the less guilty to the geneml mass of the 
rebels, and force those to become enemies to the king, 
who otherwise would never have been so. If, however, 
he was coming among them without such a formidable 
accompaniment — if his appearance was less that of a 
sanguinary judge than of an angry parent, the courage 
of all good men would lise, and the bad would perish in 
their own security. They would persuada themselves 
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whiit had happened was unimportnnt, that it did not ap- 
pear to the king of sufficient moment lo call for strong 
mensures. They wished, if the; could, to avoid the 
chance of ruining, hy acts of open violence, a chuss 
which might perhaps yet be saved; consequently, by 
this quiet, peaceable method, every thing would be 
^ined, which by the other would be irretrievably lost; 
me loyal subject would in no degree be involved in the 
same punishment with the culpable rebel; on the latter 
alone would the whole weight of the royal indignation 
descend. Laslij, the enormous expenses would be 
avoided, which the ti'ansport of a Spanish army to those 
distant regions would occasion." 

"But," began the Duke of Alva, "ought the injury 
of some few citizens to be considered when danger im- 
pends over the whole 7 Because a few of the loyally 
disposed may suffer wrong, are the rebels therefore not 
to be chastised? The offense haa been univei'sal, why 
then should not the punishment be the same 1 What 
the rebels have incurred by their actions the rest have 
iucun-ed equally by their siipineness. Whose fault is 
it but theirs, that the former have go far succeeded ? 
Why did they not promptly oppose theii' lirst attempts 1 
It is said that circumstances were not so desperate as 
to justify this violent remedy ; but who will insure ua 
that they will not be so by the time the king arrives, 
especially when, according to every fresh dispatch of the 
regent, all is hastening witli rapid strides to a ruinous 
consummation ? Is it a hazard we ought to run, to 
leave the king to discover, on his entrance into the prov- 
inces, thenecessity of his having brought with him a mil- 
itary force 1 It is a fact only too well established, that 
the rebels have secured foreign succors which stand 
ready at tlieir command Qn the first signal ; will it then 
bo time to think of prepaiing for war, when the enemy 
pass the frontiers ? Is it a wise risk Wi rely for aid upon 
the nearest Belgian troops, when their loyalty is so little 
to be depended upon ? And is not the regent perpetu- 
ally reverting in her dispatches te the fact, that nothing 
but the want of a suitable military force has hitherto 
hindered her from enforcing the edicts, and stopping the 
progress of the rebels ? A well discijilined and formi- 
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dabie Hrniy alone will disappoint all their hopes of rjiain- 
taining tliemselvea in opposition to their lawful soveieicn 
and nothing but the ceitain prospect of dcstmctlon wilt 
make them lower their demands. Beside, without an 
adequate force, the king can not venture his person in 
hostile countries ; he can not enter into any treaties with 
his rebellious subjects which would not be deroeatorv to 
his honor." 

The Buthority of the speaker gave preponderance to 
his arguments, and the next question was, when the 
king should commence his journey, and what road he 
should take. As the voyage by sea was on every ac- 
count extrymely hazardous, he had no other alternative 
but either to proceed thither through the passes near 
Treat, across Germany, or to penetrate from Savoy over 
the Apennine Alps. The first route would expose him 
to the danger of the attack of the German Pi-otestants, 
who were Dot likely lo view with indifference the ob- 
jects of hia journey, and a passage over the Apennines 
W6S at this late seiison of the year not to be attempted. 
Moreover, it would be necessary to send for Ihe requi- 
site galleys from Italy, and repair them, which would 
take several months. Finally, as the assembly of the 
Cortes of Castile, from which he could not well be ab- 
sent, was already appointed for December, the journey 
could not be undertaken before the spring. Meanwhile, 
the regent pressed for explicit instructions how she was 
to extricate hei-self from her present embarrassment, 
without compromising the royal dignity too far; and it 
was necessary to do something in the interval, till tlie 
king could undertake to appease the troubles by his per- 
sonal presence. Two separate letters weie theiefore 
dispatched to the duchess : one public, which she could 
lay before the stiites and the council chambers, and ono 
private, which was intended for herself dlone. Jn the 
first the king announced to her his restoration to health 
and the fortunate birth of the infanta, Clara Isabella 
Eugenia, afterwai-d wife of the Archduke Albert of 
Austria, and Princess of the Netherlands. He declared 
to her his present firm intention to visit the Netherlands 
ID person, for which he was already making the necessary 
preparations. The assembling of the states he refused. 
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as he had previously done. No mention was miide in 
this letter of the agreement which she had entered into 
with the Pvotestniits ajid with the league, because he 
did not deem it advisable at present absolutely to leject 
it, and he was still less disposed to acknowledge ila va- 
lidity. On the other hand, he ordered her to reinforce 
the army, to draw together new regiments from Ger- 
many, and to meet the refractory widi force. For the 
rest, he concluded, he relied npon the loyalty oi the 
leading nobility, among whom he knew many who were 
sincere in their MKichment both to their religion and 
their king. In the secret letter she wns again enjoined to 
doallinherpowerto preventtheassemWing of the states; 
bnt if the genei-al voice should become irresistible, and 
she was compelled to yield, she was at least to manage 
so cautiously, that the royal dignity ahonld not sutFer, 
and no one learn the king's consent to their assembly. 

While these consultations were held in Spmn, the 
Protestants ia the Netherlands made the most esten- 
eive use of the privileges which had been compulsorily 
granted to them. The erection of churches, wherever 
it was permitted, was completed with incredible rapid- 
ity ; young and old, gentle and simple, assisted in carry- 
order to accelerate the work. The two religious parties 
estflbliahed in several towns consistories, and a church 
council of their own, the first move of the kind being 
made in Antwerp, and placed their form of worship on 
a well regulated footing. It was also propcsBd to raise 
H common fund, by subscription, to meet any sudden 
emergency of the Protestant cliurch in general. In Ant- 
werp, a memorial was presented by the Calvinists of that 
town to the Count of Hogstraten, in which they offered 
to pay three millions of dollars to secure the free exercise 
of their religion. Many copies of this writing were cir- 
culated in the Netherlands ; and in order to stimulate 
others, many had ostentatiously subscribed their names 
to large sums. Various interpretations of this extrav- 
agant oU'er were made by the enemies of the Reformers, 
and all had some appearance of reason. For instance, 
it was ui^ed that under the pretext of collecting the 
requisite sum for fulfillioK this engagement, they hoped, 
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williout suspicion, to raise funds for military purposes-, 
for whether they should he called upon to conti'ibute 
for or against, they would, it was thought, be mora 
ready to burden themselves with a view of preserving 
peace than for an oppressive and devastating war. 
Others saw in this offer nothing more than a tempo 
rarv stratagem of the Protestants, by which they hoped 
to bind the court and keep it iiTesoluto, until they 
should have gained sufficient strength to confront it. 
Others again declaimed it to be a dovrnright bravado m 
order to alarm the regent, and to raise the course of 
their own party by the display of such rich resources. 
But whatever was the true motive of this proposition, its 
originators gained little by it ; the contributions flowed 
in scantily and slowly, and the court answered the pro- 
posal with silent contempt. The excesses, too, of the 
Iconoclasts, fiir from promoting the cause of the league, 
and advancing the Protestant interests, had done U-- 
reparable injury to both. The sight of their ruined 
churches, which, in the language of Viglius, resembled 
stables more than houses of God, enraged the Roman 
Catholics, and, above all. the clergy. All of that reli- 
gion who had hitherto been members of tha league, 
now forsook it, aliedging that even if it had not inten- 
tionally excited and encouraged the excesses of the Icon- 
oclasts, it had, beyond question, remotely led to them. 
The intolerance of the Calviniats, who, wherever they 
were (he ruling party, cruelly oppressed the Roman 
Catholics, completely expelled the delusion in which 
tlie latter had long indulged, and they withdrew their 
support fram a party from which, if they obtained the 
upper hand, their own religion had so much cause to 
fear. Thus the league lost many of its best members; 
the friends and patrons, too, which it had hitherto 
found among the well disposed citizens now deserted it, 
and its character began perceptibly to decline, ihe 
severity with which some of its members had acted 
Against the Iconoclasla in order to prove their good dis- 
position toward the regent, and to remove the suspicion 
of any connection with the malcontents, had also injured 
them with the people, who favored the latter: thus iha 
league was in danger of ruining itself with bflth parties. 
U 82 
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The regent had no sooner bocome ncquninted witt 
this change in the public mind, than she devised a plan 
by which she hoped giadually to dissolve the whole 
league, or at least lo enfeeble it through internal dis- 
sensions. For this end, she availed herself of the pri- 
vate letters which the king had addressed to some of 
the nobles, and inclosed to her, with full liberty (o use 
them at her discretion. These letters, which overflowed 
with kind expressions, were presented to those for 
whom they were intended, with an attempt at secrecy, 
which designedly miscarried, so that. on each occasion, 
some one or other of those who had received nothing of 
the sort got a hint of them. In order to spread suspi- 
cion the more widely, numerous copifls of the leltera 
were circulated. This artifice attained its object. 
Many members of the league began to doubt-the hon- 
es!y of those to whom such brilliant promises were 
made; through fear of being deserted by their principal 
members and supporters, they eagerly accepted the 
conditions which were offered them by ihe regent, and 
evinced great ansiely for a speedy reconciliation with 
the court. The general rumor of the impending visit 
of the king, which the regent took care to have widely 
circulated, was also of great seiTice to her in this mat- 
ter ; many who could not augur much good to them- 
selves from the royal presence, did not hesitate to ac- 
cept a pai-don, which, perhaps, for what they could tell, 
was offered them for the last time. Among those who 
thus received private letters, were Egmont and the 
Prince of Orange. Both had complained to the king of 
the evil reports with which designing persons in Spain 
had labored to brand the irnames, and to throw suspi- 
cion on then- motives and intentions ; Egmont, in partic- 
ular, with the honest simplicity which was peculiar to 
his character, had asked the monarch, only to point out 
to him what he most desired, to determine the particu- 
lar action by which his favor could be best obtained, and 
zeal in his service evinced, and it shonld, he assured 
him, be done. The king, in reply, caused the President 
Von Tyssenacque to tell him thiit he could do nothing 
better to refute his traducers than to show perfect sub- 
mission to the royal orders, which were soclearly and pre- 
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dsely drawn op, that no further expositipo of them was 
required, nov any particular instruclJoii- It was the 
sovereign's part to deliberate, to examine, and to decide ; 
unconditionally to obey was the duty of the subject ; 
the honor of the latter consisted in his obedience. It 
did not become a member to hold itself wiser than tlie 
head. Ho was assuredly to be blamed for not having 
done his utmost to curb the unruliness of his sectwians; 
but it was even yet in his power to make up for past 
negligence, by at least maintaining peace and order un- 
til the actual arrival of the king. In thus punishing 
Count Egmontwitli reproofs, like a disobedient child, the 
king treated him in accordance with what he knew of 
his character; with his friend he found it necessary to 
call in the aid of artifice and deceit. Orange, too, in his 
letter, had alluded to the suspicions which the king en- 
tertained of his loyalty and attachment, but not like Eg- 
mont, in the vain hope of removing them ; for this he 
had long given up ; but in order lo pass from these com- 
plaints to a request for permission to resign his otRces. 
Hehad already frequently madethisrequest to theregent, 
but bad always received fromhera refusal, accompanied 
with the strongest assurance of her regard. The king, 
also, to whom he now at Inst addressed a direct applica- 
tion, retui'ned him the same answer, graced with similar 
strong assurances of his satisfectioQ and gratitude. In 
particular, he expressed the high satisfaction he enter-- 
tnined of the services which he had lately rendered the 
crown in Antwerp, and lamented deeply that the pri- 
vate affairs of the prince (which the latter had made his 
chief plea for demanding his dismissal) should have 
fall ■ h d' d b t d d "tn the declai'a 



hjmselt. But, nl the same time, to gn e him a proof of 
his sincerity, he complained to him, in confidence, of his 
brother, the Count of Nassau ; pretended to ask his ad- 



.^hyGooglc 



312 

vice in tiie matter, nnd liiinlly expressed a wish to have 
the count removed for a period from the Netlierlands. 

But Philip had here to do with a head which, in cun- 
ning, wiie superior to bis own. The Prince of Orange had, 
for a longtime, held watch over him nnd his privy coun- 
cil in Madrid and Segovia, through a host of spies, who 
reported to him every thing of imporrance that WBS trans- 
acted there. The court of this most secret of all des- 
pots had become accessible to his intriguing spirit, and 
his money ; in this manner, he had gained possession of 
several antop^ph letters of the regent, which she had 
secretly written to Madrid, and had caused copies to be 
cii'culated in triumpb In Bi'u9sels, and, ia a measure, 
under her own eyes, insomuch that she saw with aston- 
ishment in every body's hands what she thought was 
S reserved with so much care, and entreated the king 
>r the future to destroy her dispaiches immediately 
they wore read. ■William's vigilance did not confine 
itself simply to the court of Spain : he had spies in 
France, and even in more distant courts. He is also 
charged with not being overscrupulous in regard to the 
means by which he acquired his intelligence. But tbe 
most itD]M>rtant disclosure was made by an intercepted 
letter of the Spanish ambassador in France, Francis 
Von Alava, to the duchess, in which the former descant- 
ed on the &ir opportunity which was now alTorded to 
tbe king, through the guilt of the Netherlandish people, 
of eslabtishing an arbitraiy power in that country. He 
therefore advised her to deceive the nobles by the very 
Bi'ts which they had hitherto employed against herself, 
and to secure them thi-ougb smooth words and an obli- 
ging behiwior. The king, he concluded, who knew 
the'noliles to be the hidden springs of nil the previous 
troubles, would lake good care to lay hands upon them 
at the firat favoniiile opportunity, as well as the two, 
whom he had already in Spain, and did not mean to 
let tbeni go again, having sworn to make an example in 
tliem which should horrify the whole of Christendom, 
even if it should cost him his hereditary dominions. 
This piece of evil news was strongly corrobomted by 
the letters which Bergen and Montigny wrote from 
Sp^n, and in which they bitterly complained of the 
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conteniptuoiis behavior of the grandees, and the altered 
deportment of the monarch toward them; and the Prince 
of Orange wKa now fully sensible what he had to expect 
from the fair promises of the king. 

The letter of the minister Alava, together with some 
others from Spain, whinh gave a circumstantial account 
of Uie approaching warlike visit of the king, and of his 
evil intentions against the nobles, was kid by the prince 
before his brother, Count Louis of Nassau, counts Eg- 
mont, Horn, and Hogatraten, at a meeting at Dender- 
raonde in Flanders, whither these five knights had 
repaired to confer on the measures necessary for their 
security. Count Louis, who listened only to his feelings 
of indignation, fool-hardily maintained, that they ought, 
without loss of time, to take up arms and seize some 
strongholds ; that they ought at all risks to prevent the 
king's armed entrance into the provinces ; that they 
should endeavor to prevail on the Swiss, the Protestant 
princes of Germany, and the Huguenots to arm and 
obstruct his passage through their territories ; and if, 
notwithstanding, he should force his way through these 
impediments, tnat the Flemings should meet him with 
anarmy on the frontiers. Hewould take upon himself to 
negotiate a defensive alliance in France, in Switzerland, 
and in Germany, and to raise in the latter empire four 
thousand Uorse.together with a proportionate body of in- 
fantry ; pretexts wouldjwt be wanting for coDecting the 
requisite supplies of mo^y, and the merchants of the 
reformed sect would, he felt assured, not fail them. But 
William, more cautious and more wise, declared him- 
self against this proposal, which.in the execution, would 
be exposed to numberless difficulties, and had as yet 
nothing to justify it. The Inquisition, he represented, 
was, in fact, abolished ; the edicts were nearly sunk into 
oblivion, and a fair degree of religious liberty accorded. 
Hitherto, therefore, there existed no valid or adequate 
excuse for adopting this hostile method; he did not 
doubt, however, that one would be presented to them 
before long, and in good time for preparation. His own 
opinion, consequently, was, that they should iiwait this 
opportunity with patience, and in liie mean while still 
keej) a watchful eye upon every thing, and contrive to 
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give the ])eople a hint of tlie threatenecl danger, that 
they might be ready to net if ciicumstancea should call 
for their coeperation. If nlJ present hnd assented to 
the opinion of the Prince of Orange, thei'e is no doubt 
but so powerful a league, formidable both by the in- 
fluence and the high character of its members, would 
have oppo ed ob a les o the designs of the ki ng which 
would ha e omp lied him to abandon them entirely. 
Butthadee ra na n f the assembled knights was much 
shaken by he de lara on with which Count Egmont 
surpri ed 1 em Ea her," said he, " may all that is 
eril befall m han I at I should tempt fortune so 
rashly The dl alk f the Spaniard Alava does not 
move rae how hould such aperson be able to read the 
mind of a Boveieign so reserved as Philip, and to deci- 
pher hia 3eci-et3? The intelligence which Montigny 
gires us goes to prove nothing more than that the king 
has a very doubtful opinion of our zeal for his sei'vice, 
and believes he has cause to distrust our loyalty ; and 
for this, I, for my part, must confess that we have given 
him only loo much cause. And it is my serious pur- 
pose, by redoubling my zeal, to regain his good opinion, 
and by my future behavior to remove, if possible, the 
distrust which my actions have hitherto excited. How 
could I tear myself from the arms of my numerous and 
dependent family t« wander as an exile at foreign 
courts, a burden to every one who received me^lhe 
slave of every one who condescended to assist me — a 
servant of foreigners, in order to escape a slight degree 
of constraint at home 1 Never can the monarch act 
unkindly toward a servant who was once beloved and 
dear to him, and who has established a well grounded 
claim to hia gratitude. Never shall I be persuaded that 
he, who has expressed such favorable, such gracious 
sentiments toward his Belgian subjects, and with his 
own mouth gave me such emphatic, such solemn as- 
sui'ances, can be now devising, as it is pretended, such 
tyrannical schemes against them. If we do but restore 
to the country its former repose, chastise the rebels, 
and reestablish the Roman Catholic form of worship 
wherever it has been violently suppressed, then, believe 
me, we shall hear no more of Spanish troops. This is 
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the course to which I now invite you nil by my counsel 
and my exniople, and to which also most of our brethL;on 
alresdy incline. I, for my part, fear nothmg from the 
aneer of the king. My conscience acquits rae. I trust 
my fale and fortunes to his justice and clemency.' In 
vain did Nassau, Horn, and Orange labor to shake his 
resolution, and to open his eyes to the near and inevitable 
danger. Egmonl was really attached to the king ; the 
royal favors, and the condescension with which they 
were conferred, were still fresh in his remembrance. 
The attentions with which the monarch bad distinguish- 
ed him above all his friends, had not failed oftlieir effect. 
It was more from feUe shame than from party-spu'it 
that he had defended the cause of his countrymen 
against him ; more fiom temperament and natural kind- 
ness of heart, than from tried principles, that he had 
opposed the severe measures oi the aovernment. Ihe 
love of the nation, which worshiped him as its idol, 
carried him away. Too vain to renounce a title which 
sounded so agi'eeable, he had been compelled to do some- 
thine to deserve it ; but a single look at his family— a 
harslier designation applied to his conduct— a dangerous 
inference drawn from it— the mere sound oi cnme ter- 
rified him from his self-delusion, and scared him back in 
haste and alarm lo his duty. , ,. t- 

Orange's whole plan was frustrated by Egmonta 
withdrawal. The latter possessed the hearts ot the 
people and the confidence of the army, without which 
It was utterly impossible to underttdte any thing eflect- 
ive The rest had reckoned with so much certainly 
upon him that hia utiespected defection rendered the 
whole meeting nugatory. They therefore separated 
without coming to a determination. All who h«d met 
in Dendeiroonde were eitpected in the council of state 
in BrusseU ; but Egmont alone repaired thither. 1 he 
resent wished to sift him on the subject of this oonter- 
ence but she could extract nothing further from him 
than the production of the letter of Alava, of which he 
had purposely taken a copy, and which, with the bitter- 
est reproofs, he laid before her. At first she changed 
color at sight of it ; but, quickly recoverina herselt, she 
boldly declared that it was a forgery. " How can this 
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letter," she said, •' really come from Alava, when I miai 
Doce ; and would he, who pretends to have intfircepted 
it, have spared the other letters 1 Nay, how can it be 
tiue, when not a single packet has miscarried, nor a 
single dispatch failed to come to hand ? How, too, cap 
it be thought likely that the king would have made Ala- 
va nwBter of a secret which he has not communicated 



A.D. 1566. Meanwhile, the regent hastened to take 
advantage of the schism among the nobles to complete 
the ruin of the lengue, which was already tottering 
under the weight of internal dissensions. Without loss 
of time, she drewfromOermany the ti'oops which Duke 
Eric of Brunswick was holding in readiness, augment- 
ed the cavalry, and raised five regiments of Walloons, 
the command of which she gave to counts Mansfeld, 
Megen, Aremberg, and others. To the prince, like- 
wise, she feit it necessary to confide troops, both because 
she did not wish, by withholding them, pointedly to in- 
sult him, and also because the iirovinces of which he 
was governor were in urgent need of them ; but she took 
the precaution of joining with him a Colouel Walden- 
fioger, who should watch all his steps, and thwart his 
measures if they appeared dangerous. To Count Eg- 
mont, the clergy in Flanders paid a conlributioa of forty 
thousand gold florins for tbe maintenance of fifteen hun- 
dred men, whom he distributed among Ifte places where 
danger was most apprehended. Every governor was 
ordered to increase his military force, and to provide 
himself with ammunition. These energetic prepara- 
tions, which were making in all places, left no doubt as 
to the measures which the regent would adopt in future. 
Conscious of her superior force, and certain of this im- 
portant support, she now ventured to change her tone, 
and fo employ quite anoftiBr language with the rebels. 
She began to put the most arbitrary interpretation 
on the concessions which, thiough fear and necessity, 
she had made to the Protestants, and to restrict all the 
liberties which she had tacitly granted them to the mere 
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permission of tlieir prencliing. All other religious ex- 
ercises and rites, whicii yet appeared to be iiisolved in 
the former privilege, were, by new edicts, expressly 
forbidden, and nil oH'enders in such mntters were to be 
proceeded ngaiost as traitoi's. The Protestants wore 
permitted to think differently from the ruling church 
npoD the sacrament; but to receive it diffeveutly was a 
crime ; baptism, marriage, burial, after their fashion, 
were prohibited under pain of death. It wss a cruel 
mockery to allow them their religion, and forbid the ex- 
ercise of it; but this mean artifice of the regent, to es- 
cape from the obligatioo of her pledged word, was wor- 
thy of the pusillanimity with which she had submitted 
to its being extorted from her. She took advantage of 
he n rifling innovaljona, and the smallest excesses, 
n erruptthe preachings; and some of the preachers, 
unde he charge of having performed their oflioe in 
pla es no appointed to them, were brought to trial, con- 
demne 1 and executed. On more than one occasion the 
regen publicly declared that the confederotes had ta- 
ken unla advantage of her fears, and that she did not 
e I hereelf bound by an engagement which had been 
extorted from her by threats. 

Of all the Belgian towns which had participated in 
ihe insun'ection of the Iconoclasts, none had caused the 
regent so much alarm as the l«wn of Valencieones in 
Hainault. In no other was the party of the Calvinists 
so powerful ; and the spirit of rebellion for which the 
province of Hainault had always made itself conspicuous 
seemed to dwell here as in its native place. The pro- 
pinquity of France, to which, as well by langnage as by 
manners, this town appeared to belong, ra^er than to 
the Netherlands, had from the first ted to its being gov- 
erned with groat mildness and forbearance, which, how- 
ever.only taught it to feel its own importance. At the last 
outbreak of the church desecretors it had been on the point 
of surrendering to the Huguenots, with whom it main- 
tained the closest understanding. The slightest excite- 
ment might renew this danger. On this account Valen- 
ciennes was the first town to which the regent proposed, 
as soon as it should be in her power, to send a strong 
garrison. Philip of Noh-carmes, Baron of St. Aldegonde, 
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governor of HHinoult, in the place of ihe absent Marquis 
of Bergen, iiad leceived this cbnrge, and now appeared 
St Ihe lieiid of an army before its walls. Deputies csme 
to meet him on the pnrt of the magistrate fi-om the lown, 
to petition against the gnnison, because the Pratestnnt 
citisieiis, who were the superior number, hnd declared 
against it. Noircnnnea acquainted themwilh the will of 
the regent, anti gave them the choice between a gara- 
sion or a siege. He assured them that not more than 
four squadrons of hoiso and six companies of foot should 
be imposed upon the town ; and for this he would give 
them his son as a hostage. These terms were laid be- 
fore the magistrate, who, for his part, was much inclined 
to accept them. But Peregrine le Giange.tlie in-eaeh- 
er, and the idol of the populace, to whom it was of vital 
importance to prevent a submission of which he would 
inevitably become the victim, appeared at the head of 
his followers, and by his powerful eloquence excited the 
people to reject the conditions. When their answer was 
brought lo Noircarmea, contiai-y to all law of nations, he 
caused the messengers to be placed in i«)iis, and carried 
them awny with him as prisoners; he was, however, by 
express command of the regent, compelled to set them 
free offidn. The regent, instructed by secret oi-ders fi-om 
Madrid to exercise as much forbearance as possible, 
caused the town to be repeatedly summoned to receive 
the garrison ; when, however, it obstinately peisisted in 
its refusal, it was declared by public edict to be in re- 
bellion, and Noircarmes was authorized to commence 
the siege in form. The other provinces were forbidden 
to assist this rebellious town with advice, money, or 
BJ-ms. Ail the property contained in it was confiscated. 
In order to let it see the war, before it began in earnest, 
and to give it time for jational reflection, Noircarmes 
drew together troops from all Hainault and Cambray 
(1566), took possession of St. Amant, and placed garri- 
sons in all adjacent places. 

The line of conduct adopted toward Valenciennes al- 
lowed the other towns which were similarly situated to 
infer the fiite which was intended for them also, and at 
once put the whole league in motion. An army of the 
Gueux,betweenthreethousandand four thousand strong. 
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which was hastily collected from the rabble of fugitives, 
and rhe remnioingbtiods of the Iconoclasts, appeaiedin the 
territories of Tournay and Lille, in oi'der to secure these 
two towns, Hud to annoy the enemy at Valenciennes. 
The commandant of Lille wns fortunate enough to mnin- 
tnin that place by routing a detachment uf this army, 
which, in concert with the Protestant inhabitants, had 
made an attempt to get possession of it. At the same 
time, the army of the Gueux, which waa uselessly wast- 
ing its time at Lannoy, was surprised by Noircaimes 
and almost entirely annihilated. The few, who with 
desperate coui-age forced their way through the enemy, 
threw themselves into the town of Tournay, which was 
immediately summoned by the victor to open its gates 
and admit a garrison. Its prompt obedience obtained for 
it a milder fate. Noircarmes contented himself with 
abolishing the Protestant consistory, banishing the preach- 
ers, punishing the leaders of the rebels, and again rees- 
tablishing tlie Roman Catholic worship, which he found 
almost entirely suppressed. After giving it a steadfast 
Roman Catholic aa governor, and leaving in it a sufficient 
garrison, he again returned with his victorious army to 
Valenciennes to press the siege. 

This town, confident in its strength, actively prepared 
for defense, firmly resolved to allow things to come 10 
extremes before it surrendered. The inhabitants had 
not neglected to furnish themselves with ammunition 
and provisions ibr along siege ; all who could carry arms 
(the very artisans not excepted) became soldiers ; the 
houses before the town, and especially the cloisters, were 
palled down, that the besiegers might not avail them- 
selves of them tocover their attack. The few adherents 
of the crown, awed by the multitude, were silent ; no 
Roman Catholic ventured to stir himself. Anarchy and 
rebellion had taiien -the place of good order, and the 
fanaticism of a fool-hardy priest gave laws, instead of the 
legal dispensers of justice. The male population was 
numerous, their courage confirmed by despair, their 
confidence unlmundeii that the siege would be raised, 
while their hatred against the Roman Catholic religion 
was excited to the highest pitch. Many had no mercy to 
expect.aliabhorred the general thraldom of an imperious 
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gaiTison. Noircarmes, whoso amiy had become fortlli- 
ble through the I'emforcements which strenmed to it 
fi-om all qunrters, and wns abundantly furnished with 
all the requisites Ibr along blockade, oQce more attempted 
to prevail on the town by gentle means, but in vain. At 
last he caused the tienches to be opened, and prepared 
to invest the place. 

In the meanwhile the poBition of the Protestants had 
grown as much worse as that of the regent had improv- 
ed. The league of the nobles had gradually melted 
awny to a third of its original number. Some of its 
most important defeodera, Count Egmont, for instance, 
had gone oser to the king; the pecuniaij contributions 
which had been so confidently reckoned upon came in 
but slowly and scantily , the zeei of the party began per- 
ceptibly to cool, and the close of the fine season made it 
necessary to discontinue the public pi eachings. which, 
up to this time, continued These and othei leasona 
combined, mduced the dechnmg paily 10 modeiale 
its demands, and to trj everj legal expedient belore it 
pi^ooeeded to extremities In a geneial ■^ynod of the 
Protestants, which was held for ihis object in Antvieip, 
and which was also attended by some of the confeder- 
ates, it was resolved to send duputies to the regent, to 
remonstrate with her upon this breach of fiiith, and to 
remind her of her compact. Brederode undertook this 
office, but was obliged to submit to a harsh and disgrace- 
ful rebuff, and was shut out of Brussels. He had now 
recourse to a written memorial, in which, in the name 
of the whole league, he complained that the duchess 
bad, by violating her word, falsified in sight of all the 
Protestants the secuiity given by the league, in reli- 
ance on which all of them had laid down their arms; 
thtttbyher insincerity she had undone all the good which 
the confederates had labored to effect; that she had 
sought to degrade the league in the eyes of the people ; 
had excited discord among its members, and had even 
caused many of them to be persecuted as criminals. He 
called upon her to recall her late ordinances which de- 
prived llie Protestants of the free exercise of their re- 
ligion, but above all to i-aise the siege of Valenciennes, to 
disband the troops nowly enlisted, and ended by assuring 
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her that on thesa conditions, and these nlone, the lOEtgue 
wouiii be responsible for the general tmiiquillily. 

To this the regent replied id a lone very difl'erent 
from her previous moderation. "Who tliese confed- 
erates are, who address me in this memorial, is, indeed, 
a mystery to me. The confederates with whom I had 
formerly Co do, for aught I know to the contrary, hsvo 
dispersed. All at least can not participate in this state- 
ment of grievances, for I myself know of many, who, 
satisfied in all their demands, have returned to their 
duty. But still, whoever he may be, who, without au- 
thority and right, and without name, addresses me, he 
has at least given a very false interpretation to ray word, 
if he asserts that I guarantied to the Protestants com- 
plete religious liberty. No one can be ignorant how 
reluctantly I was induced to permit the preachings in 
the places where they had sprung up unauthorized, and 
this surely can not be counted for a concession of free- 
dom in religion. Is it likeiy that I should have enter- 
tained the idea of protecting these illegal consistories, of 
tolerating this state within a stale ? Could I forget my- 
self so far as to grant the sanction of law tfl an objec- 
tionable sect; to overturn all order in the church and 
in the state, and abominably to blaspheme my holy re- 
ligion ? Look to him who has given you such permis- 
sion, but you must not ai'gue with me. You accuse me 
of having violated the agreement which gave you impu- 
nity and security. The past I am willing to look over, 
but not what may be done in future. No advantage waa 
to bo taken of you on account of the petition of last 
April, and, to the best of my knowledge, nothing of the 
kind has as yet been done ; but whoever again olTeada 
in the same way, against the majesrt of the king, must 
be ready to bear the consequences of his crime. In fine, 
now can you presume to I'emind me of an agreement 
which you have been the first to break ? At whose in- 
stigation were the churches plundered, the images of the 
saints thrown down, and the towns hurried into rebellion? 
Who formed alliances with foreign powers, set on foot 
illegal enlistments, and collected unlawful taxes from the 
subjects of the king] These are the reasons which have 
impelled me to draw together my troops, and to in 
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the severity of the edicts. Whoever now naks me to Iny 
down my anoe, can not meaD well to bis country or his 
king; and if ye value your own iives, look to it th hit your 
OWD actions acquit you, instend of judging mine." 

AH the hopes which the coofedemtea might have en- 
tartained of an amicable adjustment sank with this hif;h- 
toned declaration. Without being confident of possess- 
ing powerful support, the regent would not, ihey argued, 
employ such In-ngons"' An army waa in the field, the 
enemy was before Valenciennes, the members who 
were the heart of the lengue had abandoned it, and the 
regent lequired unconditional aubmission. Their cause 
waa now so bad, that open resistance could not make it 
woise. If they guve themselves up defenseless into tJie 
hands of their exasperated sovereign, their fate was cer- 
tain ; an appeal to arms could at least make it a mattel 
of doubt; they, therefore, chose the latter, and began 
seriously to take steps for their defense. In order to 
insure the assistance of the German Protestants, Louia 
of Nassau atlempted to persuade the towns of Amster- 
dam, Antwerp, Tournay, and Valenciennes, to adopt 
the confession of Augsburg, and in this manner to seal 
their alliauce with a religious union. But the proposi- 
tion was not Euccessful, because the hatred of the Cal- 
vinists to the Lutherans exceeded, if possible, that 
which they bore to popeiy. Nassau also began in 
earnest to negotiate for supplies from Fi'ance, the 
Palatinate, and Saxony. The Count of Bergen forti- 
lied his castles ; Brederode threw himself with a small 
foree into a strong town of Viane, on the Leek, over 
which he claimed the I'ights of sovereignty, and which 
he hastily placed in a state of defense and thei e awaited 
B reinforcement from the league and the issue of Nas 
sau's negotiations. The flag of war was now unfurled, 
everywhere the drum was heard to beat in all parts 
troops were seen on the march contributions collected 
and soldiers enlisted. The agents ot each parly often 
met in the aame place, and hardly had the collectors 
and tecniiting officers of the regent quitted a town 
when it had to endure a aimilar iiait fiom the agents 
of the league. 
From Valenciennes the regent directed her attention 
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to HerroeenbuEoh wl ere the Iconoclasts had lately 
committed lr«sh excesses and the party of the Prot- 
estnnt'i hid samed a great accession ot stiength. In 
ordei to prevml on the cidzeos peiceably to leceivs a 

firrsoD she leDl rluther AsambRSsadot the chancellor 
cheittfiom Brabant, with connaelorMerode of Peters- 
heim, whom she appointed governor of the town ; they 
were instructed 10 secure Ilie place by judicions means, 
and to exact from the citizens n new oath of Blleginoce. 
At the same lime, the Count of Megen, who was in 
the neighborhood with a body of troops, was ordered 
to support the two envoys in effecting ttieir commis- 
sion, and to afford the means of throwing in a garrison 
immediately. But Bredei^ode, who oblainod informa- 
tion of these movements in Viane, had already sent 
thither one of his ci'catores, a certain Anton von Bom- 
berg, a hot Calvinist, but also a brave soldier, in order 
to raise the courage of his parly, and to fmstrate the 
designs of the regent. This Bomberg succeeded in 
getting possession of tlie letters which the chancellor 
brought with him from Ihe duchess, and coutrlved to 
substitute in their place counterfeit ones, which, by 
their harsh and imperious laDguage, were calculated to 
exasperate the minds of the citizens. At the same 
time, he attempted to throw suspicion on both the am- 
bassadors of the duchess, as having evil designs upon 
the town. In this he succeeded so well with the mob, 
that in their mad fury they even laid hands on the am- 
bassadors, and placed them in confinement. He him- 
self, at the head of eight hundred men, who had adopted 
him as their leader, advanced against the Count of Me- 
gen, who was moving in order of battle, and gave him so 
warm a reception, with some heavy aitillery, that he 
was compelled to retii'e without accomplishing his ob- 
ject. The regent now sent an officer of justice to de- 
mand the release of her ambassadors, and in case of 
refusal to threaten the place with siege; but Bomberg, 
with his party, surrounded the town hall, and forced the 
magistrate to deliver to him the key of the town. The 
r of the regent was ridiculed and dismissed, 
»r sent through him, that the treatment of 
s would depend upon Brederode's orders- 
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The herald, who waB remaining outside before the 
town, now appeared to declare war against her, which, 
however, the chancellor prevented. 

After his futile attempt on Herzogenbusch, the Count 
of Megen threw himself iDto Utrecht, in order to pro- 
vent the execution of a design which Count Brederode 
had formed against that town. As it had suffered much 
from the army of the confederates, which was encamped 
in its immediate neighborhood, near Viane, it received 
Megen with open arms as its protector, and conformed 
to all the alterations which be made in the religious wor- 
ship. Upon this, he immediately caused a redoubt to 
be thrown up on the bank of the Leek, which would 
command Viane. Brederode, not disposed to await his 
attack, quitted that rendezvous with the best part of his 
army, and hastened to Amsterdam- 

However unpTOfitably the Prince of Orange appeared 
to be losing hia time in Antwerp during these opera- 
tions, he was, nevertheless, busily employed. At his 
instigation the league had commenced recruiting, and 
BreJorodo had fortified his castles, for which purpose 
he himself presented him with three cannons, which 
he had had cast at Utrecht. His eye watched all the 
movements of the court, and he kept the league warned 
of the towns which were next menaced with attack. 
But his chief object appeared to be to get possession of 
the principal places in the districts under his own gov- 
ernment, to which end he, with all his power, secretly 
assisted Bredorode's plans against Utrecht and Am- 
sterdam. The most important place was the island of 
■Walcheren, where the kmg was expected to land ; and 
he now planned a scheme for the surprise of this place, 
the conduct of wliich was inti'usted to one of the con- 
federate nobles, an intimate friend of the Prince of 
Oraoge, John of Marnix, Baron of Thoulouse, and 
brother of Philip of Aldegonde. 

A.D. 15G7. Thoulouse maintained a secret understand- 
ing with the late Mayor of Middleburg, Peter Haak, by 
which he expected to gain an opportunity of throwing 
a garrison into Middleburg and Flushing. The recruit- 
ing, however, for this undertaking, which was set on 
foot in Antwerp, could not be caiTied on so quietly as 
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not to attract the notice of the magistrate. In order, 
therefoi-e, to luli tho suspicions of the latter, nnd at the 
same time to promote the success of the scheme, the 
prince caused the herald, by public proclamation, to 
order all foreign soldiers aud strangers who were in the 
service of the state, or employed in other business, 
forthwith to quit the town. He might, say his adver- 
saries, by closing the gates, have easily made himself 
master of all these suspected recruits ; but he expelled 
them from the town, in order to drive them the more 
quickly to the place of their destination. They imme- 
diately embarked on the Scheldt, and sailed down to 
Rammekens ; as, however, a market- vessel of Antwerp, 
which ran into Flushing a little before Ihem, had given 
warning of their design, they were forbidden to enter 
the port. They found the same difficulty at Ame- 
muidea, near Middleburg, although the Protestants in 
that place eierl«d themselves to raise an insurrection 
in their favor. Thoulouse, therefore, without havipg 
accomplished any thing, put about his ships, and sailed 
back down the Scheldt as far as Osterweel, a quarter 
of a mile from Antwerp, where he disembarked his 
peojde and encamped on the shore, with the hope of 
getting meu from Antwerp ; nnd also in order to revive 
by his presence Ihe courage of his party, which had 
been cast down by the proceedings of the magistrate. 
By the aid of the Calvinistic clergy, who recruited for 
hiro, his little army increased daily, so that at last he 
began to be formidable to the Antwerpians, whose 
whole territory he laid waste. The magistrate was for 
attacking him here with the militia, which, however, 
(he Prince of Orange successfully opposed, by the pre- 
text that it would not be prudent to strip the town of 

Meanwhile, the regent had haatJly brought together 
a small army, under the command of Philip of Lannoy, 
which moved from Brussels to Antwerp by forced 
marches. At the same time. Count Megen managed 
to keep the array of the Gueux shut up and employed 
at Viane, so that it could neither hear of these move- 
ments, nor hasten to the assistance of its confederates. 
Lannoy, on his arrival, iitlacked by surprise lie dis 
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persed crowds, who, little expecting nn enemy, bad 
gone out to plandei', nnd destroyed them in one ter- 
rible carnoge. Thoulouse threw himself, with the small 
remnant of his troops, into a country houee, which had 
served him as his head-quarters, and for a long time de- 
fended himself with the courage of despair, until Lan- 
noy, finding it impossible to dislodge him, set fire to the 
house. The few who escaped the flames fell on the 
swords of the enemy, or were drowned in the Scheldt. 
Thoulouse himself preferred to perish in the flames 
rather than to fall Into the hands of the enemy. This 
victory, which swept off more dian a thousand oftbe ene- 
my, was purchased by the conqueror theaply enough, 
for he did not lose more iJian two men. Three hun- 
dred of the lenguers who surrendered were cut down 
without mercy on the spot, as a sally from Antwerp was 
momentarily dreaded. 

Before the bottle actually commenced, no anticipation 
of^uch an event had been entertained in Antwerp. 
The Prince of Orange, who got early information of it, 
had taken the precaution, the day before, of causing 
the bridge whicfi unites the town witli Osterweel to \m 
destroyed, in onJer, as he gave out, to prevent tbe Cnl- 
vioists within the town going out to join the army of 
Thoulouse. A more probable motive seems to have 
been a fear lest the Catholics should attack the army 
of the Gueux general in the rear, or lest Lannoy should 
prove victorious, and try to force his way into tiie town. 
On the same pretext, the gates of the city were also 
shut by his orders, and the inhabitants, who did not 
comprehend the meaning of all these movements, fluc- 
tuated between curiosity and alarm, until the sound of 
artillery from Osterweel announced to them what there 
was going on. In clamorous crowds they all ran to the 
walls and ramparts, from which, as the wind drove the 
smoke from the contending armies, they commanded a 
full view of the whole battle. Both armies wei'e so 
near to the town that they could discern their banners, 
and clearly distinguish the voices of the victors and the 
vanquished. More terrible even than the battle itself 
was the siJectncle which this town now presented. 
Each of the conflicting armies had its friends and its 
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cnnijuei-or. Here a painful but idle wish to support 
those who ai-B giving way, to rally those who fly; there 
on equally futile desiie to ovevrake them, to slny them, 
to extirpate them. Now the Gucux fly, nnd ten thou- 
sand meo rejoice ; Thoulouse's last place and refuge ta 
in flames, aod the hopes of twenty thousand dtizens are 
consumed with him. 

But the first bewilderment of alarm soon gave place 
to a frantic desire of reseoge. Shrieking aloud, wring- 
ing her hands, and, with disheveled hair, the widow of 
the slain genera] rushed amid the crowds to implore 
their pity and help. Excited by their favorite preacher, 
Hermann, the Calvinists fly to arms, determined to 
avenge their brethren, or to perish with them ; without 
reflection, without plan or leader, guided by nothing but 
their anguish, their delirium, they rush to the Red 
Gate of the city, which leads to the field of battle; but 
there is no egress, the gate is shut, and the foremost 
of the crowd recoil on those that follow. Thousands 
and thousands collect togetlier, a dreadful rush is made 
to the Mecr-bridge. We are betrayed ! we are pris- 
oners ! is the general cry. Destruction to the papists, 
death to him who has betrayed us ! — a sullen murmur, 
portentous of a revolt, runs through the multitude. 
They begin to suspect that all that has taken place baa 
been set on foot by the Roman Catholics to destroy 
the Calvinists. They had slain their defenders, and 
they would now fall upon the defenseless. With fatal 
speed this suspicion spreads through the whole of Ant- 
werp. Now they can, they think, understand the past, 
and they fear something stilt worse in the background; 
a frighFfnl distrust gains possession of every mind. 
Each patty dreads tVie other; every one sees an enemy 
in his neighbor; iho mystery deepens the alarm and 
horror: a fearful condition for a populous town, in 
which every accidental concourse instantly becomes 
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tumult, every rumor sWrted among thei 
fact, every small spark a blazing flume, and, hy llie force 
of tiumbers and collision, all passions are fariously in- 
flamed. All who bore the name of Calvinista were 
roHsed by this report. Fifteen thousand of them take 
possession of the Meer-bridge, and plant heavy artillery 
upon it, which they had taken by force from the ar- 
senal; the same thing also happens at another bridge ; 
their number makes them formidable, Che town is in 
their hands ; U> escape an imaginary danger, tlTey bring 
all Antwerp to the brink of ruin. 

Immediately on the commenoementof thetnmult,the 
Prince of Onmge hastened to the Meer-bridge, where, 
boldly forcing his way through the raging crowd, he 
commanded peace, and enti'eated to be heard. At the 
other bridge, Count Hogstraten, accompanied by the 
Burgomaster Strahlen, made the same attempt ; but not 
possessing a sufficient share either of eloquence or of 
popularity to command attention, he referred the tumult- 
uous crowd to the prince, around whom all Antwerp 
now fiiriously thronged. The gate, he endeavored to 
explain to them, was shut simply to keep off the victor, 
whoever he might be, from the city, which would other- 
wise become ihe prey of an infuriated soldiery. In viun! 
the frantic people would'not listen, and one, more daring 
thau the rest, presented his musket at him, catling him 
a traitor. With tumultuous shouts, they demanded the 
key of the Red Gate, which he was ultimately forced to 
deliver into the hands of the preacher Hermann. But, 
he added, with happy presence of mind, they must take 
heed what they were doing; in the suburbs, six hun- 
dred of the enemy's horse were waiting to receive them. 
This invention, suggested by the emergenny, was not so 
far removed from the truth as its author perhaps ima- 
gined ) for no sooner had the victorious general pereeived 
the commotion in Antwerp, than he caused his whole 
cavalry to mount, in the hope of being able, under favor 
of the disturbance, to break into the town. I, at least, con- 
tinued the Prince of Orange, shall secure my own safe- 
ty in time, and he who follows my example will save 
himself much future regret. These words, opportunely 
spoken and immediately acted upon, had their effect. 
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Those who stood nearest, followed llim, and were again 
followed by the next, 90 that at last the few who had 
already hastened out of the cily, when they saw no one 
coming after them, lost the desire of coping alone with 
the 8iK hundred horse. All accordingly returned to the 
Meer-bridge, where they posted watches and videttes, 
and the night was passed tumultuously under arms. 

The town of Antwerp was nowthreatened with fear- 
ful blooJshed and pillage. In this pressing emergency 
Orange assembled an extraordinary senate, to which 
were summoned all the best disposed citizens of the 
four nations. If they wished, said be, to repress the 
violence of the Calviniats, they must oppose them with 
an army strong enough and prepared to meet them. It 
was therefore resolved to arm with speed the Ro- 
man Catholic inhabitants of the town, whether natives, 
Italians or Spaniards, and, if possible, to induce the Lu- 
therans also to join them. The haughtiness of (he Cal- 
viniBts who, proud of their wealth and confident in their 
nambeiB treated every other religious parly with con- 
tempt had long made the Lutherans their enemies, and 
the mutual exasperation of these two Protestant chnrch- 
es was even more implacable than their common hatred 
of the dominant church. This jealousy the ma^strate 
had tui'ned to advantage, by making use of one party to 
curb the other, and had thus contrived to keep the Cal- 
viniats in check, who, from their numbers and insolence, 
weie most to be feared. With this view, he had tacitly 
taken mto his protection the Lutherans, as the weaker 
and more peaceable party, having moreover invited for 
them, Irom Germany, spiritual teachers, who, by con- 
troversial sermons, might keep up the mutual hatred of 
the two bodies. He encouraged the Lutherans in the 
vain idea, that the king thought more favorably of their 
religious creed than of thatof theCalvinista, and exhort- 
ed them to be careful how they dnmnged their good 
cause by any understanding with the k.tter. It was 
not, therefore, difficult 10 bring about, for the moment, a 
union with the Koman Catholics and the Lutherans, as 
its object was to keep down their detested rivals. At 
dawn of day an army was opposed to the Calvinista, 
which was far superior in force to their own. At the 
U 
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head of this army, the eloquence ofOrange had fer great- 
er effect, and found fiir more attention than on the pre- 
ceding evening, unbacked by such sti'ong persuasion. 
The Calvmists, though in possession of arms and artil- 
lery, yet alarmed at the superior numbers arrayed 
against them, were the first to send envoys, and to lieat 
for an amicable adjustment of differences, which, by the 
tact and good temper of the Prince of Orange, he con- 
cluded to (he satisfaction of all parties. On the procla- 
mation of this treaty, the Spaniards and Italians imme- 
diately laid down their arms. They were followed by 
the Calvinists, and these again by the Roman Catholics; 
last of all, the Lutherans disarmed. 

Two days and two nights Antwerp had continued in 
this alarming state. During the tumult, the Kumnn 
Catholics had succeeded in placing barrels of gunpowder 
under the Meer-bridge, and threatened to blow into the 
air the whole army of the Celvinists, who had done the 
same in other places to desti'oy their adversaries. The 
destruction of the town hung on the issue of a moment, 
and nothing but the prince's presence of mind saved it. 

Noi rearm es, with his army of Walloons, still lay before 
Valenciennes, which, in firm reliance on being relieved 
by the Gueux, obstinately refused to listen to all the 
representations of the regent, and rejected every idea 
of surrender. An order of the court had expressly for- 
bidden the royalist general to press the siege, until he 
should receive leinforcemenls irom Germany. Wheth- 
er from forbearance or fear, the king regarded with 
abhorrence the violent measure of storming the place, 
as necessarily involving the innocent in the fate of the 
guilty, and exposing the loyal subject to the same ill 
treatment as the rebel. As, however, the confidence of 
the besieged augmented daily, and imboldoned by the 
inactivity of the besiegers, they annoyed him by frequent 
sallies, and, after burning the cloisters before the town, 
retired with the plunder — as the time uselessly lost be- 
foie this town was put to good use by the rebels and 
their allies, Noircftrmes besought the duchess to obtain 
immediate peiniission from the king to take it by stoi'm. 
The answer ari'ived more quickly tlian Philip was ever 
before wont to i"eply. As yet they must be content 
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simply to make the necessury preparations, and then to 
wait awliile to allow ten'or to have its effect; but if, 
upon this, they did not appear ready to capitulate, the 
storming might take place, but, at the same time, with 
the greatest possible regard for the lives of the inhab- 
itants. Before the regent allowed Noircarmea to pro- 
ceed to this extremity, she empowered Count Egmont, 
with the Duke of Arschot, to treat once more with the 
rebels amicfjjiy. Both conferred with the deputies of 
the tflwn, and omitted no argument calculated to dispel 
their delusion. They acquainted them with the defeat 
of ThoulousB, their sole support, and with the fact that 
the Countof Megenhadout offthe array of the Gueui 
from the town, and assured them that if they had held 
out BO long, they owed it entiiely to the king's forbear- 
ance. They offered them full pardon for the past; 
every one was to be free to prove his innocence before 
whatever tribunal he should choose ; such as did not 
wish to avail themselves of this privilege were to be 
allowed fourteen days to quit the town, with all their 
effects. Nothing was required of the townspeople but 
the admission of the garrison. To give time to deliber- 
ate on these terms, an armistice of three days was 
granted. When the deputies returned, they found their 
fellow-citizens less disposed than ever to an accommoda- 
tion, repoi'ts of new levies by the Gueux having, in the 
mean time, gained currency. Thoulouse, it was pre- 
tended, bad conquered, and was advancing with a 
povrerful army to relieve the place. Their confidence 
went so far, that they even ventured to break the armis- 
tice, and to fire upon the besiegers. At last, the burgo- 
master with difficulty succeeded in bringing matters so 
far toward a peaceful settlement, that twelve of the 
town counselors were sent into the camp with the fol- 
lowing conditions. The edict, by which Valenciennes 
had been charged with treason, and declared an enemy 
to the country, was required to be recalled, the con- 
fisoation of their goods revoked, and the prisoners on both 
sides restored to liberty ; the garrison was not to enter 
the town, before every one, who thought good to do so, 
had placed himaelC and his projjerty in security ; and a 
pledge to be given, that the inhabitaote should not !» 
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molested in any manner, and that their expenses sbtmH 
ije paid bj the king. 

Noircarmes was so indignant with these conditions, 
that he was almost on the point of ill treating tbe depu- 
ties. If they had not come, he told them, to give up 
the place, they might vetum forthwith, lest he should 
send them home with their hands tied behind their 
backs. Upon this, the deputies threw the blame on 
the obstinacy of the Calvinista, and eotrealed him with 
tears in their eyes to keep them in the camp, «s they 
did not, they said, wish tii have any thing moi'e to do 
with their rebellious townsmen, or to be joined in Aeir 
fate. They even knelt to beseech the intercession of 
Egmont ; but Noircarmes remained deaf to all their en- 
treaties, and the sight of the chains which he ordered 
to be brought out drove ihem reluctantly enough back 
to Valenciennes. Necessity, not severity, imposed this 
harsh procedure upon the general. The detention of 
ambassadors bad, on a former occasion, drawn upon him 
the reprimand of the duchess ; ihe people in the town 
would not have failed to have ascribed the non-appear- 
ance of their present deputies to the same cause as in 
the former case bad detained them. Beside, he was 
loth to depiive the town of any out of the small resi- 
due of well disposed citizens, or to leave it a prey to a 
blind, foolhardy mob, Egmont was so mortified HI the 
bad result of his embassy, that he, the night following, 
rode round to reconnoiter its fortifications, and return- 
ed well satisfied to have convinced himself that it was 
DO longer tenable. 

Valenciennes stretches down a gentle acclivity into 
the level plain, being built on a site as strong as it is de- 
lightful. On one side, inclosed by the Scheldt and an- 
other smaller river, and on the other protected by deep 
ditches, thick walls, and lowers, it appears capable of 
defying every attack. But Noircarmes had discovered a 
few points where neglect had allowed the fosse to be 
filled almost up to the level of the natural surface, and of 
these he determined to avail himself in storming. He 
drew together all the scattered corps, by which he had 
invested the town, and during a tftmpestuous night 
carried ihe suburb of Berg, without the loss of a single 
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inuQ. He then assigned sepBrate points of altnck to the 
Count of Bos3u, the young Chnrles of Manafeld, aod the 
younger Biirhiiniont, and under a terrible lire, which 
drove the enemy from his walls, his Iroops were moved 
up with all possible speed. Close before the town, and 
opposite the gate, under the eyes of the besiegers, and 
with very little loss, a battery was thrown up to an 
equal height with the fortifications. From this point 
the town was bombarded with an unceasing fire for four 
hours. The Nicohus tower, on which the besieged had 
planted some aitillery, was among the first that fell, and 
many perished under its ruins. The guns were direct- 
ed against all the moat conspicuous buildings, and a ter- 
i-ible slaughter was made among the inhabitants. In a 
few hours their principal works were desti'oyed, and in 
the gate itself so extensive a breach was luade, that the 
besieged, despairing of any longer defending themselves, 
sent in haste two (mmpetei's to entreat a parley. This 
was gianted, but the storm was continued without in- 
termission. The ambassador entreated Noircarmes to 
grant thern the same terms which only two days before 
they had rejected. But circumstances had now chan- 
ged, and the victor would hear no more of conditions. 
The unceasing fire left the inhabitants no time to repair 
the ramparts, which filled £he fosse with their debris, 
and opened many a breach for the inemy to enter by. 
Certwn of utter destruction, they surrendered next 
morning, at disci'etion, after a bombardment of six-and- 
thir^ hours without intermission, and three thousand 
bombs had been thrown into the ci^. Noircarmes 
marched into the town with his vietorious army under 
the strictest discipline, and was received by a crowd of 
women and children, who went to meet him, carrying 
green boughs and beseeching his pity. Ail the citiKens 
were immediately disarmed, the commandant and his 
son beheaded ; ihir^-six of the most guiltj if the rebels, 
among whom were La Grange and another C a l^jnistic 
preacher. Guide de Bresse, atoned for thi ,r obstinacy at 
the gallows; alltlie municipal functionariei we I'e deprived 
of their offices, and the town of all its privileges. The 
Komao Catholic worship was immediately restored in 
full dignity, and the Protestant abolished. The Bishop 
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ol' Anas wns oiiligeJ to quit his residence in the toTCi\ 
and a strong gumson placed in it to insure its ftiture 

The tite ol Valfnctennea toward nhich all eyes had 
been turned, w^s a wirning to the othoi towns which 
had similaily offended Noircarmes followed up his 
victory, and marched immedintelr against Miestricht, 
wbich surrenderel without a blow and receiveJ a garri- 
son. From thence he marched to Tornhut to awe, by 
his presence, the peoplt ot Heizogenbusch ai d Ant- 
werp. Ihe (.ueux in this place, who, under the com- 
mand of Bombeig hnd carried all things before them, 
were now 'O teriihed fit hia approach that the3 quitted 
the town in haste Noircarmes vrns recened without 
opposition. The ambassadors of the duchess were im- 
mediately set at liberty. A strong garrison was thrown 
into Tornhut; Cambray also opened its gates, and joy- 
fully recalled its archbishop, whom the Calvinists had 
driven from his see, and who deserved this triumph, as 
ho did not stain his entrance with blood. Ghent, Ypres, 
end Oudenarde submitted and received giurisons. Guel- 
drea was now almost entirely cleared of the rebels, and 
reduced to obedience by the Count of 3Iegen.' In 
Friesland and Griiningen, the Count of Aremberg had 
eventually the same success ; but it was not obtained 
here so rapidly or so easily, since the count wanted con- 
sistency and firmness, and these wai'like republicans 
maintained more pertinaciously their privileges, and were 
greatly suppoited by the strength of their position. With 
the exception of Holland, all the provinces had yielded 
before the victorious arms of the duchess. The courage 
of the disaffected sunk entirely, and nothing was left to 
them but flight or submission. 



Ever since the establishment of the Gueusen League, 
but more perceptibly since the outbreak of the Icono- 
clasts, the spirit of rebellion and disHffection had spread 
so rapidly among all classes; parties had become so 
blended and confused, that the regent had difficulty in 
distinguishing her own adherents, and at last hardly knew 
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on whom to rely. The lines of demaikBtion between 
the loyul aud the disalfected haU grown gradually fainter, 
until Ht lest they almost vnniebeJ. The frequent alter- 
ations, too, which she had been obliged to make in the 
laws, and which were at most the expedients and sug- 
gestions of the moment, had taken from them their pre- 
cisioQ and binding foi ce and had given hill scope to ihe 
arbitrary will of every mdividml whose offlce it was to 
interpret them. And at last amtd the number and 
variety of Che interpietations the spirit was lust, and 
the intention of the law givei baffled The close con- 
DectioQ, which in many cases subsisted between Prot- 
estants and Roman Catholics between Gueux and roy- 
alists, end which Dot unfrequently gaie them a common 
interest, led the latter to avail themselves of the loophole 
which the vagueness of the taws lef^ open, and, in favor 
of their Protestant friends and associates, evaded, by 
subtile distinctions, all severity in the discharge of their 
duties. In their minds, it was enough not to be a declared 
rebel, not one of the Gueux, ot at least not a heretic, to 
be authorized to mold their duties to their inclinations, 
and to set the most arbiti'ai'y limits to their obedience to 
the king. Feeling themselves irresponsible, the governors 
of the provinces, the civil fuactionaries, both high aud low, 
the municipal officers, and the military commandeis had 
all become extremely remiss in their duty, and presum- 
ing upon this impunity, showed a pernicious indulgence 
to the rebels and fheir adherents, which rendered abor- 
tive all the regent's measures of coercion. This general 
indifference and corruption of so many servants of the 
state had further this injurious result, tbnt it led the tur- 
bulent to reckon on fiiv stronger support tlian In reality 
they had cause for, and to count on their own side all 
who were but lukewai'm adhereuta of the court. This 
way of thinking, erroneous aa it was, gave them greater 
courage and confidence, it had the same elTecC as if it 
had been well founded ; and the tincertain vassals of 
the king became in consequence almost as injurious to 
him us his declared enemies, without at the same time 
being liable to the same meiisures of severity. This was 
especially the case with the Pjince of Ojaifge, counts 
Egmoot, Bergeo, Hogstraten, Horn, and several others 
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of the higher nobility. The regent felt the necessity 
of bringing these doubtful subjects to nn oxplanuiion, in 
order eilher to deprive the rebels of n fiincied support, 
o:- to uiunHsk the enemies of the king. And the Iwter 
I'enson was of the more urgent moment, when, being 
obliged to send an army into (he field, it was of the ut- 
most importance to intrust the command of the troops 
to none but those of whose fidelity she was fully as- 
sured. She caused, therefore, an oath to be drawn 
up, which bound all who took it to advance the Roman 
Catholic feith, to pursue and punish the Iconoclasts, and 
to help by every means in their power in extirpating all 
kinds of heresy. It also pledged them to treat the 
king's enemies as their own. and to serve, without dis- 
tinction, against all whom the regent, in the king's name, 
sKonld point out. By this oath, she did not hope so 
much to test their sincerity, and still less to secure 
ihem, as rather to gain a pretext for removing the sus- 
pected parties if they declined to take it, and fur wrest- 
ing from their hands a power which they abused, or a 
legitimate ground fiar punishing them, if they took it and 
bi'oke it. This oath was exacted by the court from all 
knights of the Fleece, all civil functionaries and magis- 
trates, all officers of the army— from every one, in short, 
who held any appointment in the state. Count M(ms- 
feM was tlie fiist who publicly took it in the council of 
state at Brussels; bis example was followed by the 
Duke of Arschot, counts Egmont, Megen, and Bailai- 
raont. Hogstraton and Horn endeavored to evade the 
necessity. The former was offended at a pi'oof of dis- 
trust which shortly before the regent had given him. 
Under the pretext that Malines could not safely be left 
any longer without its governor, but that the presence 
of the count was no less necessary in Antwerp, she had 
taken from him that province, and given it to another, 
whose fidelity she could better reckon upon. Hogstra- 
tei) expressed his thanks that she had been pleased to 
release hira from one of his burdens, adding that she 
would complete lie obligation, if she would relieve him 
of the other also. True to his determination, Count 
Horn was living on one of his estates in the strong town 
of Weerdt, having retired altogether from public affairs. 
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HaTing quitted the service of the state, he owed, he 
thought, nothing more either to the republic or to the 
king, and declined the oHth, which in his case appeui's 
at last to have been waved. 

The Count of Broderode was left the choice of either 
taking the presciihed oath or resigning the command 
of his squadron of cavalry. After many fruitless at> 
tempts to evade the alternative, on the plea that he did 
not hold office in the state, he at last resolved upon the 
latter course and thereby escaped all risk of perjuring 
him sell 

Vain were all the nitenipts to pre^m! on the Prince 
of Oiange to take the oath who from the suspicion 
which had long attached to him required more than 
any other this purificatmn and fiom whom the great 

Eower which it had been necessary to place in his 
ands fiilly justified the legent in exacting it It was 
not, however, advisable to proceed agamst him with the 
laconic bievity adopted toward Bredercde and the like ; 
on the other hand, the voluntary resignation of all his 
offices, which he tendered, did not meet the object of 
the regent, who foresaw clearly enough how really 
dangerous he would become as soon as he should feel 
himself independent, and be no longer checked by any 
external considerations of character or du^, in the pros- 
ecution of his secret designs. But ever since the con- 
sultation m Dendermonde, the Prince of Orange had 
made up his mind to quit the service of the King of 
Spain on the first favorable opportunity, and, till better 
days, to loave the country itself. A very dishearteoing 
enperience had taught him how uncertain are hopes 
buitt on the multitude, and how quickly their zeal is 
cooled by the necessity of fulfilling its lofty promises. 
An army was aheady in the field, and a for stronger one 
was, he knew, on its road, under the command of Ihe 
Duke of Alva. The time for remonstrances was past, 
it was only at the head of an army that an advantageous 
treaty could now be concluded with the regent, and by 
preventing the entrance of the Spanish general. But 
now where was he to raise this army, in want as he 
was of money, the sinews of warfere, since fhe Protes- 
tants had retracted their boastful promises, and deserted 
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him in this pressing emergency ? * Religious Jealousy 
aad hatred, moreover, sepiinited the two Protestant 
chnrches, and stood in the way of every salutary com- 
bination against the common enemy of their faith. The 
rejection of the Confession of Augsburg by the Calvin ists 
had exasperated all the Protestant princes of GermaDy, 
BO iJiat no support was to be looked for from the empire. 
With CounC Egniont, the excellent army of Walloons 
was also lost to the cause — for they followed with blind 
devotion the fortunes of their general, who had taught 
them at St. Quentin and (iraveliues to be invincible. 
And again, the outrages which the Iconoclasts had per- 
petrated on the churches and convents had estranged 
from the league the nujneroua, wealthy, and poweriiil 
class of the estHblisbed clergy, who, before this unlucky 
episode, were already more than half-gained over to iti 
while, hy her intrigues, tJie regent daily contrived to 
deprive the league ilself of some one or other of its 
most influential meiobeis. 

Ail these considenitions combined, induced the prince 
to postpone to a more favorable season a project for 
which the present juncture was Ullle suited, and to leave 
a conntij where liis longer stjiy could not efiect any 
advantage for it, but must bring certain destruction on 
himself. After intelligence gleaned fi'om so many quai-- 
ters, atier so many proofs of distrust, so many warn- 
ings from Madrid, he could be no longer doubtful of the 
sentiments of Philip toward him. If even he had any 
doubt, his uncertainty would soon have been dispelled 
by the formidable armament which was preparing in 
Spjiin, and which was to have for its leader, not the 
king, as was falsely given out, but, as he was better in- 
' How valiant the wish, and how sorry the deed was, is proved 
bjr the followLng instsiiee among others. Snme friends of the na- 
tionnl liberty. Komaii Uathotics as well as Protestants, had sol- 
emnly engaged inAinstetdam to subscribe to a cainmon fund the 
hiindredtli penny of their estates, until a sam oC eleven thousand 
flotilla should be collected, which was to be devoted to the com- 
mon cause and interests. An alms-box, protected by three locks, 
was prepared for the reception of these conlribotions. After the 
expiration of the prescribed period it was opened, and a sum was 
found amounting to seven hundred llorins, which was given to the 
hoBless of the Counl of Brederode, in part payment of bia un- 
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formed, the Duke of Alva, his persoiinl enemy, and the 
very mnQ he bad most cause at fear. The prince had 
seen too deeply into Philip's heart to believe iD tbr 
siocerity of his raconcilifttion, after having once awaken- 
ed his fears. He judged his own conduct ton justly to 
reckon, like his friend Egment, on reaping a gratitude 
from the king to which he had not sown. He could, 
therefore, expect nothing but hostility from him, and 
prudence counseled him to screen himself by atimely flight 
from its actual oulbreak. He had hitherto obstinalely 
refused to take the newoath; and nil the written exhorta- 
tions of the regent had been fruitless. At last she sent 
to him at Antwerp hev privaie secretary Berti, who 
vfas to put the matter emphatJcally to his conscience, 
and forcibly remind hiin of all the evil consequences 
which so sudden a retirement from the ixiyal service 
would draw lapon the country, os well as the irreparahle 
injury it would do to his own fair fame. Already, she 
intbrmed him by her ambassador, his declining the i-e- 
quired oath had cast a shade upon his honor, and impart- 
ed to the general voice, which accused him of an un- 
derstanding with the rebels, an appearance of truth 
which this unconditional resignation would convert to 
absolute certnmty. It was for the sovereign to discharge 
his servants, but it did not become the servant to abandon 
his sovereign. The envoy of the regent found the prince 
in his palace at Antwerp, already, as it appeared, with- 
drawn fi-oin the public sei'vice, and entirely devoted to 
his private concerns. The prince fold him, in the 
presence of Hogstraten, that he had refused to take the 
required oath, because he could not lind tbat such a 
proposition had ever before been made to a goveiiior of 
a province ; because he had already bound himself, once 
for all, to the king, and therefore, by taking this new 
oath, he would tacitly acknowledge that be had broken 
the first. He had also refused, because the old oath 
enjoined him top j'otect the rights and privileges of the 
country, but he could not tell whether this new one 
might not impose upon him duties which would coq- 
ti'avene the first; because, too, the clause which bound 
him to serve, if requtied, against all without distinction, 
did not except even the emperor, his feudal lord, against 
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whom, however, he, ns his vassal, could not c 
tiously mnke war. He had refused to take this oath, 
because it might impose upon him the necessity of 
sarrendering his friends and relations, his children, nay, 
even his wife, who was a Lutheran, to butchery. Ac- 
cording to it, moreover, he must lend himself to every 
thing which it should occur to the king's fancy or pas- 
sion lo demand ; but the king migbt thus exact from 
him things which he shuddered even to think of; and 
even the severities which were now, and had been all 
along esercised upon the Protestants, were Ihe most 
revolting to his heart. This oath, in short, was repugnant 
to his feelings os a. man, and he could not take it. In con* 
elusion, the name of Ihe Duke of Alva dropped from his lips, 
in a tone of bitterness, and he became immediately silent. 
All these objections were answered, point by point, 
byBerti. Certainly such anoath had never been required 
from a governor before him, because the provinces had 
never been similarly circumstanced. It was not exacted 
because the governors had broken the first, but in order 
to remind them vividly of their former vows, and to 
freshen their activity in the present emergency. This 
oath would not impose upon him any thing which offended 
against the rights and privileges of the country, for the 
king had sworn to observe these, as well as the Prince 
of Orange. The oath did not, it was true, contain any 
reference to a wm' with the emperor, or any other 
sovereign to whom the prince might bo related ; and if 
he really had scruples on this point, a distioct clause 
could easily be inserted, expressly providing against such 
a contingency. Care would be taken to spare him any 
duties which were repugnant to his feelings aa a man, 
and no power on earth would compel him to act against, 
his wife or against his children. Berti was then passing 
to the last point, which related to the Duke of Alva; but 
the prince, who did not wish to have this part of his dis- 
course canvassed, interrupted him. "The king was 
coming to the Netherlanda," be said, " and he knew the 
king. The king would not endure that one of his servants 
should have wedded a Lutheran, and ho had. therefore, 
resolved to go with his whole family into voluntary banish- 
ment, before he was obliged to submit to the same by 
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cnmpolsion. But," he concluded, '• wherever he might 
be, he would always conduct hhnaelf as a sabject of the 
King." Thus far-fetched were the motives which the 
prince adduced, to avoid touching upon the single one 
which really decided him. 

Berti had still a hope of obtaining, through Egmont's 
eloquence, what by his own he despaired of elfecting. 
He liierefore proposed n meeting with the latter (1567), 
which the prince assented to the more willingly, as he 
himself felt a desire to embrace his friend once more 
before his depaiture, and, if possible, to snatch the de- 
luded man from certain destruction. This remarkable 
meeting, at which the private secretary Berti, and the 
young Count Mansfeld, were also present, was the last 
that the two friends ever held, and took place in Ville- 
broeck, a village on the Rupel, between Brussels and 
Antwerp. The Calvinists, whose last hope rested on 
the issue of this conference, found means to acquaint 
liieraselves of its import by a spy, wbo concealed himself 
in the chimney of the apartment where it was held. All 
threeattemptad to shake the determination of the prince, 
but their united eloquence was unable to move him 
from his purpose. "It will cost you your estates. Orange, 
if you persist in this intention," said the Prince of 
Gaure, as he took him aside to a window. " And you 
your life, Egmont, if you change not yours," replied the 
former. " To me it will at least be a consolation in my 
misfortunes, liiat I desired, in deed as weil as in word, 
to help my country and my friends in the hour of need ; 
but yon, my friend, you are dragging friends and coun- 
try with you to destruction," And saying these words, 
be once again exhorted him, still more urgently than 
ever, to return to the cause of his countiy, which his 
arm alone was yet able te preserve ; if not, at least, for 
his own sake, to avoid the tempest which was gathering 
apinst him fi'om Spain. 

But all the arguments, however lucid, with which a 
far discerning prudence supplied him, and however 
urgently eDf<»;ced, with all the ardor and animation 
which the tender anxiety of friendship could alone in- 
spire, did not avail to destroy the fatal confidence which 
stilt fettered Egmont's better reason. The warning of 
16 X 
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Otaoee seemed lo come from a sad and dispirited heart ; 
but for Egmont the world still smiled. To abandon the 
pomp and affluence in which he had grown up to youth 
and manhood; to part with all the thousand conve- 
niences of life which alone made it valuable to him, and 
all this to escape an evil which his buoyant spirit regard- 
ed as remote, if not iraagioBtT' ; no, that was not a 
Bacrifice which could be asked from Egmont. But had 
he even been less ^ven to indulgence than he was, with 
what heart could he have consigned a princess accustom- 
ed by uninterrupted prosperity to ease and comfort, a 
wife who loved him as dearly as she was beloved, the 
children on whom his soul hung in hope and fondness, to 
privations at the prospect of which hia own courage sank, 
and which a sublime philosophy alone can enable sen- 
suality to undergo? "You will never persuade me. 
Orange," said Egmont, ■• to see things in the gloomy 
light in which Ihey appear to thy mournful pmdence 
When I have succeeded in abolishing the public preach- 
ings, and chastising the Iconoclasts, in cmahing the 
rebels, and restoring peace and order in the provinces, 
what can the king lay to my charge 7 The king is good 
and just ; I have claims upon his gratitude, and I must 
not forget what I owe to myself." " Wei!, then," cried 
Orange indignantly, and with bitter anguish, " trust, if 
you will, V) this royal gratitude ! but a mournful pro- 
Bentiment tells me—and may Heaven grant that I am 
deceived l^^that you, Egmont, will ho the bridge by 
which the Spaniards will pass into our country to destroy 
it." After these words, he drew him to his bosom, 
ardently clasping him in his arms. Long, as though the 
sight was to serve for the remainder of his life, did he 
keep his eyes fixed upon him ; the tears fell ; they saw 
each other no more. 

The very next day, the Prince of Orange wrote his 
letter of resignation to the regent, in which he assured 
her of his perpetual esteem, and once again entreated 
her to put the best interpretation on his present step. 
He then set otT, with his three brothers, and his whole 
family, for his own town of Breda, where be remained 
only as long as was requisite to arrange some private 
affairs. His eldest son. Prince Phihp William, was 
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of Augsburg; then they might rely upou Hid from Gei'- 
many. If they would still oot consent to this, they must 
raise six hondi-ed thousand florins, or more, if they 
could." " The first," they answered, " was at variauce 
with their conviction and their conscience ; hut meana 
might perhaps be found to raise the money, if he would 
only let them know for what purpose he would use it." 
"No!" cried be, with the utmost displeasure, "if I 
must tell you that, it is all over with the use of it." 
"With these words he immediately broke off the con- 
ference, and dismissed the deputies. 

The Prince of Orange was reproached with having 
s<juandered his fortune, and with favoring the innova- 
tions on account of his debts; but he asserted that he 
still enjoyed sixty thousand florins yearly rental. Be- 
fore bis departure, he boiTowed twenty thousand florins 
from the states of Holland, on the mortgage of some 
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with him, rather than recklessly involve themselves in 
BQ uncertain desHny. In his departure the nation aaw 
the flight of its guardian angel ; many had adored, all 
bad honored biro. With him the last stay of the Prot- 
estants gave way; they, however, had greater hopes 
from this man in exile, than from all the otRers together 
who i-emained behind. Even (he Roman Catholics 
could not witness his departure without regret. Them 
also had he shielded from tyranny ; ho had not unfre- 
quently protected them against the oppression of their 
own church, and he had rescued many of them from 
the sanguinary jealousy of their religious opponents. A 
few fanatics ajnong the Calvinists, who wore offended 
with his proposal of an alliance with their brotliren, 
who avowed the Confession of Augsburg, solemnized 
with secret thanksgivings the day on which the enemy 
left them. 1567. 

DECAT AND DISPERSION OF THE COEDSES LEAGUE. 

Immediately after taking leave of hia friend, the Prince 
of Gaure hastened back to Brussels, to receive from the 
regent the reward of his firmness, and there, in the ex- 
citement of the court, and in the sunshine of his good 
fortune, to dispel the light cloud which the earnest 
warnings of the Prince of Orange had cast over his 
natural gayely. The flight of the latter now left him in 
possession of the stage. He bad now no longer any 
rival in the republic to dim his glory. With redoubled 
zeal he wooed the transient favor of the court, above 
which he ought to have felt himself far esalted. All 
Brussels must participate in his joy. He gave splendid 
banquets and public entertainments, at which, the better 
to eradicate all suspicion from his mind, the regent her- 
self frequently attended. Not content with having taken 
the required oath, he outstripped the most devout in de- 
votion ; outran the most aealouB in zeal to extirpate the 
Protestant faith, and to reduce by force of arms the 
refractory towns of Flanders. He declared to his old 
friend, Count Hogstralen, as also to the rest of the 
Gueux, that he would withdraw from them his friend- 
ship forever if they hesitated any longer to return 
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into the bosom of the Church, and reconcile themselves 
Wltb their king. All the coofidentLBl letters which had 
been exchanged between him and them were leturoed 
and, by this last step, the breach between them was 
made public and irreparable. Egmoiifs secession, nnd 
M>e flight of the Prince of Orange, destroyed the last 
hope of the Protestants, and dissolved the whole league 
of the Gueux. Its members vied with each olier in 
readiness — nay, they could not soon enough nbjuro the 
covenant and take the new oath proposed to them by 
the government. In vain did the Proteslant merchants 
exclaim at this breach of fiith on the part of the no- 
h es ; their weak voice was no longer listened to, and 
all the sums were lost with which they had supplied 
the league. 

The most important places were quickly reduced and 
^isoned ; the rebels had fled, or perished by the band 
of the executioner; in the provinces no protector was 
left. AH yielded to the fortune of the regent, and her 
victorious army was advancing against Antwerp. After 
a long and obstinate contest, this town had been cleared 
''^^."'"'■^'^ rebels ; Hermann nnd his adherents took 
to flight; the internal storms had spent their rage. 
The minds of the people became giadually composed, 
and, no longer excited at will by every furious faoatic, 
began to listen Co better counsels. The wealthier citi- 
zens earnestly longed foi' peace, to revive commerce 
and trade, which had snffered severely from the long 
reign of anarchy. The dread of AIvh's approach work- 
ed wonders ; in order to prevent the miseries which a 
Spanish army would inflict upon the country, the peo- 
ple hastened to dirow themselves on the gentler mercies 
of the regent. Of their own accord they dispalched 
plenipotenrinries to Brussels, to negotiate for a treaty 
and to hear her terms. Agreeably as the regent was 
surprised by this voluntary step, she did not allow her- 
self to be hurried away by her joy. She declared that 
she neither could nor would listen to any overtures or 
representations until the town had received a aaiTiaon. 
Even this was no longer opposed, and Count Mansfeld 
marched in, the day after, with sixteen squadrons in 
battle array. A solemn treaty was now made between 
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the town and dncbess, by which the former bound iC' 
self to prohibit the Calvinistic form of worship, to banish 
all preachers of that ])er3uasion, to I'estore the Roman 
Catholic religion to its former dignity, to decorate the 
despoiled churches with their former ornaments, to ad- 
minister the old edicts as before, to take the new oalh 
which the other towns had sworn to, and lastly to deliver 
into the hands of justice all who had been gnilty of 
treason, iu bearing arms, or taking part in the desecra- 
tion of the chm'ches. On tUe other hand, the regent 
pledged herself to foi^et all that had passed, and even 
to intercede for the offendei'a with the king. All those, 
who being dubious of obtaining pardon preferred banish- 
ment, were to be allowed a month to convert their prop- 
erty into money, nnd place themselves in safely. From 
this grace, none were to be excluded but such as haJ 
been guilty of a capital otfense, and who were excepted 
by the previous arljcle. Immediately upon the conclu- 
sion of this treaty, all Calrinist and Lutheran preachers 
in Antwerp, and the adjoining territory, were warned 
by the herald to quit the country within twenty-four 
hours. All the streets and gates were now thronged 
with fugitives, who for the honor of their God abandoned 
what was dearest to them, and sought a more peaceful 
home for their persecuted fnith. Here husbands were 
taking an eternal farewell of their wives, fathers of their 
■ children; there whole families were preparing to depart. 
All Antwerp resembled n house of mourning; wherever 
the eye turned, some affecting spectacle of pHinful sep- 
aration presented itself. A seal was set on the doors of 
the Protestant churches; the whole worship seemed to 
be estinct. The 10th of April (1567) was the day ap- 
pointed for the departure of the preachers. In the town- 
hall, where they appeared for the last time to take leave 
of the magistrate, they could not command their grief; 
but broke forth into bitter reproaches. They had been 
sacrificed, they excl^med, tiiey had been shamefully 
betrayed. But a time would come when Antweip 
would pay dearly enough for this baseness. Still more 
bitter were the complaints of the Lutheran dergy, 
whom the magistrate himself had invited into the coun- 
try, Co preach against the Calvinists. Under the delu 
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sivo representa-tian that tlie king was not unfavorable to 
their religion, they hod been seduced into a combination 
QgainsC the CalvinisCs ; but as soon as the latter had been, 
by their coQperation, brought iinder subjecdon, and their 
own serfices were no longer required, they were left to 
bewail their folly, which had Involved themselves and 

A few days afterward, the regent entered Antwerp 
in tiiumph, accompanied by a thousand Walloon horse, 
the knights of the Golden Fleece, all the governors and 
counseloi's, a number of municipal officers, and her whole 
court. Her first visit was to the cathedral, which still 
bore lamentable traces of the violence of the Iconoclasts, 
and drew fram her many and bitter tears. Immediately 
aft rward four of the rebels, who had been ovenaken 
n tb fl ght, were brought ia and executed in the pub- 
I !i -place. All the children who bad been bap- 

d f r the Protestant rites were rebaptlzed by 
E Catholic priests ■ all the schools of heretics 
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sanctuaries of the Eoman Catholics. The places of 
execution were filled with corpses, the prisons with 
condemned victims, the high roads with fugitives. In- 
numerable were the victims of tbia year of murder ; in 
the smallest towns fifty, at least, in several of the larger 
as many as three hundred were pot to death, while no 
account was kept of the numbers in the open country 
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who fell into the hands of tJie provost- id arslia], nnd were 
immediately stnmg up as miscreants, without trial and 
withont mercy. 

The regent was still in Antwerp, when ambassadors 
presented themselves from the electors of Branden- 
burg, Saxony, Hesse, Wnrtemburg. and Baden, to in- 
tercede for their fugitive bi'etliren in the faith. The 
expelled preachers of the Augsbui'g Confession had 
elttiined the rights assured to them by the religious 
peace of the Germans, in which Brabant, as part of the 
empire, participated, nnd had thrown themselves on Iho 
protection of those princes. The an-ival of the foreign 
ministera alarmed the regent, and she vmnly endenvored 
to prevent their eotmnce into Antweip; under ihe 
guise, however, of showing them marks of honor, she 
continued to keep (hem closely ivatched, lest they 
should encourage the malcontents in any attempts 
against the peace of th.e town. From the high tone 
which they most unseasonably adopted toward the re- 
gent, it might nlmost be inferred that they wore little in 
earnest in Uieir demand, " It was but reasonable," they 
said, " that the Confession of Augsburg, as the only one 
which met the spirit of the Gospel, should be the ruling 
faith in the Netherlands ; but to persecute it by such 
cruel edicts as were in force was positively unnatural, 
and could not be allowed. They, therefore, required of 
the regent, in the name of religion, not to treat the peo- 
ple intrusted to her ruM with such severity." She re- 
plied, through the Count of Slarembet^, her minister 
for German aflairs, that such an exordium deserved no 
answer at all. From the sympathy which tJie German 
princes had shown for the Belgian fugitives, it was clear 
that they gave less credit to die letJere of the king, in 
explanation of his measures, than to the reports of a 
few vvorthless wretches, who, in the desecrated churches, 
had left behind them a worthier memorial of their acis 
and characters. It would far more become them to 
leave to the King of Spain the care of his own subjects, 
and abandon tho attempt lo foster a spiiit of rebellion in 
foreign countries, from which they would reap neither 
honor nor profit. The ambassadors loft Antwerj) in a 
few days without having effected any thing. The Saxou 
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minister, indeed, in a private interview with the regent, 
even aaauied her that his master had most reluctantly 
taken ibis step. 

The German ambassadors had not quitted Antwerp, 
when intelligence from Holland completed the triumph 
of the regent. From fear of Count Megen, Count 
Brederode had deserted his town of Viane, and, with 
the aid of- the Protestant inhabitsints, had succeeded in 
throwing himself into Amsterdam, where his arrival 
caused gi-eat alarm to the city magistraW, who had pre- 
viously found difficulty in preventing a revolt, while it 
revived the courage of the Protestants. Here Brede- 
rode's adherents increased daily, and many noblemen 
flocked to him from Utrecht, Friesland, and GrQningen, 
whence the victorious anns of Megen and Aremberg 
had driven them. Under various disguises they found 
means to steal into the city, where they gathered round 
Breilorode, and served him as a strong body-guard. 
The regent, apprehensive of a new outbreak, sent one 
of her private secretaries, Jacob do la Torre, to the 
Council of Amsterdam, and oi-dered them to get rid of 
Count Brederode on any torros, and at any risk. Nei- 
ther the magistrate nor De la Torre himself, who visited 
Brederode in person to acrjuaint him with the will of the 
duchess, could prevail upon him to depart. The secre- 
tary was even surprised in his own chamber by a party 
of Brederode's followers, and deprived of all his papers, 
and would, perhaps, have lost his life also, if he had 
not contrived to make his escape. Brederode remained 
in Amsterdam a full month aft«r this occurrence, a 
powerless idol of the Protestants, and an oppressive 
burden to the Roman Catholics ; while his fine army, 
which he had left in Viane, reioforced by many fugi- 
tives from the southern provinces, gave Count Megen 
enough to do witjiout attempting to harass the Proles- 
tanta in their flight. At last, Brederode resolved to fol- 
low the example of Orange, and, yielding to neces 
abandon a desperate cause. He informed the t 
council that he was willing to leave Amsterdam, if they 
would enable him to do so by furnishing him with the 
pecuniary means. Glad to get quit of him, they has- 
tened to borrow the money on the security of the town 
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council. Biederode quitted Amsterdam the same njgbt, 
and was conveyed in a gun-boat as far as Vlie, ftjni 
whence he fortunntely escaped t* Embden. Fate treat- 
ed him more mildly than the majority of those he had 
implicated in his foolhardy enterpiise : he died the year 
after, 1569, at one of his castles in Germany, from the 
effects of drinliing, by which he sought altimately to 
di'Dwa his grief >ind disappointments. His widow. 
Countess of Moors in her own right, was remarried 
to the prince palatine, Frederic 111. The Protestant 
cause lost but little by his demise ; the work which he 
had commenced, as it had not been kept alive by him, 
so it did not die with him. 

The little aviuy, whicli in his disgraceful flight he had 
deserted, was bold and valiant, ano had a few resolute 
leaders. It disbanded, indeed, as soon as he t« whom it 
looked for pay had fled ; but hunger and courage kept 
its parts together some time longer. One body, under 
the command of Dietrich of Battonburgii, marched to 
Amsterdam, in the hope of carrying that town ; but 
Count Megen haslflned, with thirteen companies of ex- 
cellent troops, to its relief, and compelled the rebels to 
give up the attempt. Contenting themselves with 
plundering the neighboring cloisters, among which the 
abbey of Egmont, in particular, was hardly dealt with, 
they tnrned off toward Waaterland, where they hoped 
the numerous swamps wonid protect them from pursuit. 
But thither Count Megen followed them, and compelled 
tbem, in all baste, to seek safety in the Zuyder Zee. 
The brothers Van Battenburgb and two Friesan nobles, 
Beima and Galama, with a hundred and twenty men 
and the booty they had taken from the monasteries, 
embarked near the town of Hoorne, intending to cross 
to Friesland, but, through the treacliery of the steers- 
man, who ran the vessel on a sandbank near Harliogen, 
they fell ioto the hands of one of Aremberg's captains, 
who took them all prisoners. The Count of Aremberg 
immediately proDOunced sentence upon all the captives 
of plebeian rank, but sent his noble prisoners to the re- 
gent, who caused seven of them to bo beheaded. Seven 
others of the most noblo, including the bi-others Van 
Bfttteoburgh and some Frieslanders, all in the bloom 
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of youth, were rcBerved for the Duke of AlvB, lo enable 
him to aigualize the commencement of his ndminislra- 
tion by a deed which was in every way worthy of him. 
The troops in four other vessels, TOhich set sail from 
Medemblick, and were pursued l>y Count Megen in 
small boats, were more successful. A' contrary wind 
had forced them out of their course, and driven them 
ashore on the coast of Gueldres, where they all got safe 
to land ; crossing the Rhine near Heusen, they fortu- 
niUely escaped into Cleves,- whei'e they lore their flags 
in pieces, and dispersed. In North Holland, Count 
Megen overtook some squadrons who had lingered too 
long in plundering the cloistei-s, and completely over- 

Kowered them. He afterward formed a junction with 
[oircarmes, and garrisoned Amsterdam. The Duke 
Erich of Brunswick also sui-prised three companies, the 
last remains of the army of the Gueux, near Viane, 
where they were endeavoring to lake a battery, routed 
them and captured their leader, Eennesse, who was 
shortly afterward beheaded at the ensile of Freuden- 
burg in Utrecht. Subsequently, when Duke Erich en- 
tered Viane, he found nothing but deserted streets, the 
inhabitants having left it, with the gan'lson, on the first 
alarm. He immediately razed the fortifications, and 
reduced this arsenal of the Gueux to an open town 
without defenses. All the originators of the league 
were now dispersed ; Brederodo and Louis of Nassau 
had fled to Germany, and counts Hogstraten, Bergen, 
and Kuilemberg bad followed their example ; Mansfeld 
had seceded, the brothers Van Battenburgh awaited in 
prison an ignominious fate, while Thouloiise alone had 
found an honorable death on the field of battle. Those 
of tlie confederates who had escaped the sword of the 
enemy and the axe of the executioner, bad saved noth- 
ing but tlaeir lives ; and thus the title which thoy had 
assumed for show, became, at last, a teri'ible reality. 

Such was tile inglorious end of the noble league, which 
in its beginning awakened such fair hopes, and promised 
to become a powerful protection against oppression. 
Unanimity was its strength; distrust and internal dis- 
sension its ruin. It brought to light and developed many 
rare and beautiful viitues; but it wanted the most indis' 
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pensable of all, prudence and moderation, without which 
auj undeltaking must miscarry, and aU the fi'uits of the 
most laborious industry perish. If its olijects had been 
as pure as it pretended, or even had (hey remained as 
pure aa they really were at its Jirst establishment, it 
might have defied the unfortunate combination of clr- 
camsiances which prematui'ely overwhelmed it; and 
even if unsuccessful, it would still have deserved an hon- 
orable mention in history. But it is too evident that the 
confederate nobles, whether directly or indirectly, took 
a greater share in the frantic excesses of the Iconoclasts 
than comported with the dignity and blamelessness of 
their confederation; and many among them openly ex- 
changed their own good cause for the mad enterpnse of 
these worthless vagabonds. The restriction of the In- 
quisition, and a miti^tion of the cruel inhumanity of the 
edicts, must be laid to the credit of the league; but this 
transient relief was dearly purchased, at the cost of so 
many of the best and bravest citizens, who either lost 
their lives in the Held, or in exile carried their wealth 
and industry to another quailerof the world; and of the 
presence of Alva and the Spanish arms. Many, loo, of 
its peaceable citizens, who, without its dangerous temp- 
tations, would never have been seduced from the ranks 
of peace and order, were beguiled by the hope of suc- 
cess into the most culpable enterprises, and by their 
failure plunged into ruin «nd misery. But it can not be 
denied, that the league atoned in some measuie for these 
wrongs by positive benefits. It brought together and 
emboldened many whom a selfish pusillanimity kept 
asunder and inactive ; it diffused a salutaiy public spirit 
among the Belgian people, which the oppression of the 
government had almost entirely extinguished, and gave 
unanimity and a common voice to the scattered members 
of the nation, the absence of which alone makes despots 
bold. The attempt, indeed, failed, and the knots, 
too carelessly lied, were quickly unloosed ; but it was 
through such failures that the nation was eventually to 
attain to a firm and lasting union, which should bid defi- 
ance to change. 

The tolal destruction of the Gueusen array quickly 
brought the Dutch towns also back to their obedience, 
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and ID the provinces there remained not a single place 
which had not submitted to the regent ; but the increas- 
ing emigration, both of the natires and the foreign resi- 
dents, threatened the country with depopulation. In 
Amsterdam the crowd of fugitives was so great, that 
vessels were wanting to cotfvey them across the North 
Sea and the Zuyder Zee ; and that flourishing emporium 
beheld with dismay the approaching downfall of its pros- 
perity. AJHrmed at this genera) flight, the regent has- 
tened to write letters to nil the towns, to encourage the 
citizens to remain, and, by fait promises, to revive a hope 
of better and milder measures. In the king's name, she 
promised to all who would freely swear to obey tbe 
state and the Church complete indemnity, and by public 
proclamation Invited the fugitives to trust to the royal 
clemency and return to their homes. She engaged also 
to relievo the nation from the dreaded presence of a 
Spanish army, even if it were already on the frontiers 
nay, she went so far as to drop hints that, if necessary, 
means might be found to prevent it by force from f —— 
ing the provinces, as she was fully determined not 
linquish to another the gloiy of a peace which it had 
cost her so much labor to effect. Few, however, re- 
lumed in reliance upon herword, and these few had cause 
to repent it in the set[uel ; many thousands had already 
quitted the countiy, and several tliousanda more quickly 
followed them. Germany and England were filled with 
Flemish emigrants, who, wherever they settled, retain- 
ed their usages and manners, and even their costume, 
unwilling to come to the painful conclusion that they 
should never again see their native land, and to give up 
all hopes of return. Few carried with them any re- 
mains of their former affluence ; the gieater portion had 
to beg their way, and bestowed on theh' adopted country 
nothing but industrious skill and honest citizens. 

And now the regent hastened to report to the king, 
tidings sucb as during her whole administration she had 
never before been able to gratify him with. She an- 
nounced to him that she had succeeded in restoiing 
quiet threughout the provinces, and that she thought 
herself strong enough to maintain it. The sects were 
estirpated, and the Roman Catholic worship reSslab- 
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lished in all its former splendor ; the rebels had eitber 
already met with, or were awaiting in prison, the pun- 
ishment thej deserved ; the towns were secured bj ad- 
equate ^n'isons. There was, therefore, no necessity 
for sending Spanish troops into the Netherlands, and 
nothing to juslilj iheir entrance. Their arrival would 
tend to destroy the existing repose, which it had cost so 
much to establish, would check the much-desired revival 
of commerce and trade, and while it would involve the 
coantry in new expenses, would, at the same time, 
deprive them of the only means of supporting tiem. 
The mere rumor of the approach of a Spanish army 
had stripped the country of many thousands of its most 
valuable citizens ; its actual appearance would reduce it 
to a desert. As there was no longer any enemy to sub- 
due, or rebellion to suppress, the people would see no 
motive for the march of this army but punishment and 
revenge; and under this supposition, its arrival would 
neither be welcomed nor honored. No longer excused 
by necessity, this violent expedient would assume the 
odious aspect of oppression, would exasperate the national 
mind afresh, drive the Protestants to desperation, and 
arm their brethren in other countries in their defense. 
The regent, she said, had, in the king's name, promised 
the nation it should be relieved from this foreign army, 
and to this stipulation she was principally indebted for 
the present peace; she could not, therefore, guaranty 
its long continuance if her pledge was not faithfully ful- 
filled. The Netheriands would receive him as their 
sovereign the king, with every mark of attachment and 
veneration ; but ho must come as a father to bless, not 
as a despot to chastise them. Let him come to enjoy 
the peace which she had bestowed on the conntry, but 
not to destroy it afresh. 



l.va's armamejst a 



But it was otherwise determined in the council at 
Madrid. The minister Granvella, who, even while ab- 
sent himself, ruled the Spanish cabinet by his adherents ; 
the Cardinal Grand Inquisitor Spinosa, and the IJuke 
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of Alva, swayed respectively by hatred, a spirit of perse- 
cution, or private interest, had outvoted the milder coun- 
sels of the Prince Buy Gomes of Eboli, the Count of 
Feria, and the king's confessor, Fresneda. The insur- 
rection, it was ui^d by the former, was indeed quelled 
for the present, but only because the rebels were awed 
by the rumor of the king's armed approach; it was to 
fear of punishment alone, add not to sorrow for their 
crime, that the present calm was to be ascribed, and it 
would soon again be broken if that feeling were allowed 
to subside. ■ In fiict, the offenses of the people fairly 
afforded the king an opportunity he had so long desired 
of carrying out his despotic views with an appearance 
of justice. The peaceable settlement for which the re- 
gent took credit to herself was very for from according 
with his wishes, which sought rather for a legitimate 
pretext to deprive the provinces of their privileges, which 
were so obnoxious to his despotic temper. 

With an impenetrable dissimulation, Philip had hi&- 
erto fostered the general delusion that he was about to 
visit the provinces in person, while, all along, nothing 
could have been more remote from his real intentions. 
Traveling at any time ill suited the methodical regularity 
of his life, which moved with the precision of clockwork ; 
and his narrow and sluggish intellect was oppressed by 
the varie^ and multitude of objects with which new 
scones crowded it. The difficuldes' and dangers which 
would attend a journey to the Netherlands must, there- 
fore, have been peculiarly alarming to his natural timidity 
and love of ease. Why should he, who, in all that he 
did, was accustomed to consider himself alone, and to 
make men accommodate themselves to his principles, 
not his principles to men, undertake so perilous an ex- 
pedition, when be could see neither the advantage uor 
necessity of it? Moreover, as it had ever been to him 
an utter impossibility to separate, even for a moment, 
his person from his royal dignity, which no prince ever 
guarded so tenaciously and pedantically as himself, so 
the magnificence and ceremony, which in his mind were 
inseparably connected with such a journey, and the ex- 
penses which, on this account, it would necessarily oc- 
casion, were of themselves sufficient motives to account 
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for his indisposition to ic, without its being at all requisits 
to call Id the aid of the bflueDce of his favorite, Ruy 
Gomes, who is said to have desired to separate his ti\a\, 
the X)ulie of A!va, from the king. Little, however, as 
he seriously intended Ibis journey, he stiil deemed it 
advisable to lieep up the expectation of it, as well with 
a view of sustaining the courage of the loyal, as of pre- 
venting a dangei-ous combinalion of the disaffected, and 
.^topping the further progress of the rebels- 

In order to carry on the deception as long as possible, 
Philip mndeextensive preparations for his departure, and 
neglected nothing which could be required for such an 
event. He ordered ships to be fitted out, appointed the 
officers and others to attend hiin. To allay the suspi- 
cion such warlike preparations might excite in all foreign 
courts, they were informed, through his ambassadors, of 
his real design. He applied to the King of France for 
a passage for himself and attendants through that king- 
dom, and consulted the Duke of Savoy as to the prefer- 
able route. He caused a list to be drawn up of all the 
towns and fortitied places that lay in his march, and 
direcltid all the intermediate distances to be accurately 
laid down. Orders were issued for taking a map and 
survey of the whole extent of country between Savoy and 
Burgundy, the duke being requested to furnish the re- 
quisite surveyors and scientific officers. To such lengths 
was the deception carried, that the regent was com- 
manded to hold eight vessels, at least, in readiness, otF 
Zealand, and to dispatch them to meet the king the 
instant she heard of his having sailed from Spain ; and 
these ships she actually got ready, and caused prayers 
to be offered up in aU the churches for the king's safety 
during the voyage, though, in secret, mnyiy perrons did 
not scruple to remark that, in his chamber at Madrid, 
his majesty would not have much cause to dread the 
storms at sea. Philip played his part with such mns- 
teriy skill, that the Belgian ambassadors in Madrid, 
lords Bergen and Montigny, who at first had disbeliev- 
ed in the sincerity of his pretended journey, began at 
last to be alarmed, and infected their friends in Brussels 
with similar apprehensions. An attack of tertian ague, 
which about this time the king suffered, or perhaps 
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feigned, in Segovia, nfforded a plausible pretense for post- 
poning his jouinej, while, meantime, the preparations 
for it were carried on with the utmost activily. At last, 
when the urgent and repeated solicitations of hia sister 
compelled him to make a deficile explanation of his 
plans, he gave orders that the Duke of Alfa should set 
out forthwith with an army, both to clear tlie way before 
him of rebels, and to enhance the splendor of his own 
royal arrival. He did not yet venture to throw off the 
mflsk, and announce the duke as his substitute. He had 
but too much renson to fear that the submigsiou which 
his Flemish nobles would cheerfully yield to the sover- 
eign would be refused lo one of his servants, whose 
cruel character was well known, and who, moreover,' 
was detested as a foreigoer, and the enemy of tlieir con- 
stitution. And, in fact, the universal belief that the 
king was soon to follow, which long survived Alva's en- 
trance into the country, restrained the outbreak of dis- 
turbances which otherwise would assuredly have been 
caused by the cruelties which marked the very opening 
of Iho duke's government. 

The clergy of Spain, and especinliy the Inquisition, 
contributed richly toward the expenses of this expedi- 
tion, as to a holy war. Throughout Spain, the enlisting 
was carried on with the utmost zeal. The viceroys and 
governors of Sardinia, Sicily, Naples, and Milan, i-eceived 
orders t« select the best of their Italian and Spanish 
troops in the gairisons, and dispatch them to the gen- 
eral rendezvous in the Genoese territory, where the 
Duke of Alva would exchange them for the Spanish 
recruits which he should bring with him. At the same 
time, the regent was commanded to hold in readiness a 
few more regiments of German infimtry in Luxemburg, 
under the command of the counts Eberstein, Schaum- 
burg, and Lodrona, and also some squadrons of light 
cavalry in the duchy of Burgundy, to reinforce 5ie 
Spanish general immediately on his entrance into the 
provinces. The Count of Barldmont was commissioned 
to furnish the necessary provision for the armament, 
and a sum of two hundred thousand gold florins was 
remitted to the regent, to enable her to meet these ex- 
penses, and ta maintain her own troops. 
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The French court, however, under pretense of the 
danger to be apprehended from the Huguenots, had re- 
fused to allow the Spanish army to pass through France. 
Philip applied to the dukes of Savoy and Lorraine, who 
were too dependent upon him to refuse his request. 
The former merely stipulated that he should be allowed 
to maintain two thouBaud infantiy and a squadron of 
horse at the king's expense, in order to protect his 
country from the injuries to which it might otherwise 
be exposed from the passage of the Spanish anny. At 
the same time, be undertook to provide the necessary 
supplies for its maintenance during the transit. 

The rumor of this arrangement roused the Hugue- 
nots, the Geneves©, the Swiss, and the Orisons. The 
Prince of Cond& and the Admiral Coligny entieated 
Charles IX. not to neglect so favorable a moment of in- 
flicting a deadly blow on the hereditary foe of France. 
With the aid of the Swiss, the Genevese, and his own 
Protestant subjects, it would, they alledged, be an easy 
matter to destroy the flower of the Spanish troops in 
the narrow passes of the Alpine mountains ; and they 
promised to support him in this undertaking with an 
army of fifty thousand Huguenots. This advice, hovt- 
ever, whose dangerous object was not easily to be mis- 
taken, was plausibly declined by Charles IX., who as- 
sured them that he was both able and anxious to provide 
for the security of his kingdom. He hastily dispatched 
troops to cover the French frontiers ; and Uie republics 
of Geneva, Bern, Zurich, and the Grisons, followed bis 
example, all ready to ofler a determined opposition to 
the dreaded enemy of their religion and their bherty. 

On the 5th of May, 1567, the Duke of Alva set sail 
from Cartbagena, with thirty galleys, which had been 
fiirnished by Andrew Doria and the Duke Cosmo of 
Florence, and within eight days landed at Genoa, where 
the four regiments were waiting to join him. But a 
tertian ague, with which he was seized sbottly after 
his arrival, compelled him to remain for some days in- 
active in Lombardy— a delay of which the neighboring 
powers availed themselves to prepare for defense. As 
soon as the duke recovered, he held at Asli, in Mont- 
ferrat, a review of aU his troops, who were more form- 
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iiliible by iheir valor than by tlieir numbers, since caval- 
ry and iiithntry togethei- did not amount to much above 
ten thousand men. In bis long and perilous march, he 
did uot wish to encumber himself with useless super- 
numeraries, which would only impede his progress and 
increase the difficulty of supjiorting his army. These 
ten thousand vetei-ans were to ibrm the [mcleua of a 
greater army, which, according as circumstiinces and 
occasion might require, he could ea.sily assemble in the 
Netherlands themselves. 

This flimy, however, was bs select as it was small. 
It consisted of the remains of those victorious legions 
at whose head Charles V. had made Europe tremble; 
sanguinary, indomitable bands, in wliose battalions the 
firmness of the old Macedonian phalanx lived agtuo; 
rapid in their evolutions from long practice, hardy and 
enduring, proud of their leader's success, and confident 
from past victories, formidable by their licentiousness, 
but still more so by their discipline ; let loose with all 
the passions of a warmer climate upon a lich and pence- 
ful country, and inexorable toward an enemy whom the 
Church had cursed. Their fanatical and sanguinary 
spirit, their thirst for glory, and innate courage, were 
aided by a rude sensuality, the instrument by which 
the Spanish general firmly and sui-ely ruled his other- 
wise intractable Ijwops. With a prudent indulgence, he 
allowed riot and voluptuousness to reign throughout the 
camp. Under his tacit connivance. Italian courtezans 
followed the standards; even in the march across the 
Apennines, where the high price of the necessaries of 
life compelled him to reduce his force to the smallest 
possible number, he preferred to have a few regiments 
less, rather than to leave behind these instruments of 
voluptuousness.* 

•The bacchanalianprocessionof this aimy contrasted strangs 
Ijr enough with the gloomy seriousnees and pretended sanctity 
of its aim. The number of these women was so great that, to 
restrain the disQr<lets and quan-eliiig among themselves, they 
hit upon the expedient of establishing a discipline of their own. 
They ranged themselves niider parlicular flags, marched in ranks 
anil sections, and in admirable military order, after eachhaltalion, 
and classed themselves with strict etiquet according to their rank 
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But mdnstnously aa Alva strove to relnx the monila 
of his soldiers, he enlovced the more rigidly n. strict 
mihlary dianplme, which was ioterrupted only by a 
victory, or rendered les? severe by a battle. For au 
this he had, ho aaid, the authority of the Athenian 
general, Iphierates, who awarded the prize of valor to 
the pleasure-loving and rapacious soldier. The more 
irksome the restraint by which the passions of the sol- 
diers were kept in check, the greater must have been 
the vehemence with which they broke forth nt the sole 
outlet which was left open to them. 

The duke divided his infantry, which was about nine 
thousand strong, and chiefly Spaniards, into four brigades, 
and gave the command of them to four Spanish officers. 
Alphonso of Ulloa led the Neapolitan brigade of nine 
compHuiea,. amounting to throe thousand two hundred 
and thirty meu ; Saneho Lodogno commanded the Milan 
brigade, three thousand two hundred men, in ten com- 
panies; the Sicilian brigade, with the same number of 
companies, and consisting of one thousand six hundred 
men, was under Julian Romero, an experienced warrior, 
who had already fought on Belgian ground ;• while Gon- 
salo of Braccamonte headed that of Sardinia, which was 
raised by three companies of reciiiita to the full comple- 
ment of the former. To every company, moreover, were 
added fifteen Spanish rtmsketeers. The horse, in all one 
thousand two hundred strong, consisted of three Italian, 
two Albanian, and seven Spanish squadrons, light and 
heavy cavalry, and the chief command was held by Fer- 
dinand and Frederic of Toledo, the two sons of Alva, 
Cbiappin Vitelli, Marquis of Cetona, was field-marshal — ft 
celebrated genera!, whose services had been made over to 
the King of Spain by Cosmo of Florence ; asd Gabriel 
Serbellon was general of artillery. The Duke of Savoy 
lent Alva an experienced engineer, Francis Pacotto, of 
Urbino, who was to be employed in the erection of new 
fortilicationa. His standard was likewise followed by a 
number of volunteers, and tile flower of the Spanish 
nobility, of whom the greater pai't had fought under 

' Then: 
mealB, about wbich s 
in the Stal«s General 
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Chnrles V. in Germany, Italy, and before Tunis. Among 
these were Chrietopher Moadragone, one of the ten 
Spanish heroes, who, new MQhlberg, swam across the 
Elbe with their swords between tlieir teeth, and, under 
a shower of bullets from the enemy, brought over from 
the opposite shore the boats which tbe emperor required 
for the consti'uction of a bridge, Saocho of Avila, who 
had been trained to war under Alva himself, Camilio of 
Monte, Francis Ferdugo, Karl Daviia, Nicoiaus Bnsta, 
and Count Martinego, all fired with a noble ai-dor either 
to commenco their militaiy career nnder so eminent a 
leader, or by another glorious campaign under his com- 
mand to crown the fame they had already won. After 
the review, the army marched in three divisions across 
Mount Cenis, by the very route which, Eixteen centuries 
before, Hannibal is said to have token. The duke him- 
self led the van; Ferdinand of Toledo, with whom was 
associated Lodogno as colonel, the center; and the Mar- 
quis of Cetona the rear. The commiaaaiy general, 
Francis of Ibarra, was sent before with General Serbel- 
lon to open the road for the main body, and get ready 
the supplies at the several quarters for the night. The 
places which the van left in the morning were entered 
in the evening by the center, which in its turn made 
room on the following dny for the rear. Thus the army 
crossed the Alps of Savoy by regular stages, and with 
the fouiteentU day completed that dangerous passage. 
A French army of obaeivatiou accompanied it, aide by 
side, along the frontiers of Dnuphiny and the course of 
the Rhone, and the allied army of the Genevese follow- 
ed it on the right, and was passed by it at a distance of 
seven miles. Both these armies of observation carefully 
abstained from any act of hostility, and were merely 
intended to covei' their own frontiers. As the Spanish le- 
mons ascended and descended the steep mountain crags, 
wh I I y d h ra| d I file by file wound 
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part only of tho whole force. But a supernatural awe 
exid dread of the Spanish name appeared to hnve blinded 
the eyes of the enemy so that^hey did not perceive their 
advantage, or at least did not venture to profit by it. In 
order to give them ns little opportunity as possible of 
remembering it, the Spanish general hastened through 
this dangerous pass. Convinced, too, that if his troops 
gave the slightest umbrage he was lost, the strictest dis- 
cipline-was maintained during the march; not a single 
peasant's hut, not a single field was injured ;* and never, 
perhaps, in the memory of man was so nnmei*ous an 
army led so far in such excellent oi-der. DestJned as 
this army was for vengeance and murder, a malignant 
and baleful star seemed to conduct it safe through all 
dangers ; and it would be difficult to decide whether tho 
prudence of its general, or the blindness of its enemies, 
is most to be wondered at. 

In Fratiche ComI* four squadrons of Burgundian 
cavalry newly raised joined the main army, which, at 
Luxemburg, was also reinforced by three regiments of 
German infantry, under the command of counts Eber- 
stein, Schaumburg. and Lodrona. From Thionville, 
where he halted a few days, Alva sent hs salutaf ons to 
the regent by Francis of Ibarra, wl o as at tl e sa no 
time, directed to consult her on the quar er g of tl e 
troops. On her part, Noircarmes and Ba la n out ere 
dispatched to the Spanish camp to congratulate the 
duke on bis arrival, and to show h ra tho custoraa y 
marks of honor. At the same time they were d ected 
to ask him to produce the powers ntr sted to h m by 
the king, of which, however, he only showed a part. 
The envoys of the regent were followed by swarms of 
the Flemish nobilily, who thought they could not has- 
ten soon enough to conciliate the favor of the new vice- 
, by a timely submission, avert the vengeance 



* Once only on entering Lorraine, Ihrea 
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Lorraine eeneral, wlio tiBd come lo the irontiera to pay nis re- 
epectatotne duke, executed on only one of Ihe three, upon whom 
Ihe lot fell at the drum-head. 
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which WHS prepiiring. Among them was Count Eg- 
tnont. As he came forward the duke pointed him out 
to the by-standers. "Here cornea an arch-heretic," he 
exclaimed, loud enough to be heard by Egmont himself, 
who, surprised at these words, stopped and changed 
color. But when the duke, in order (o repair his im- 
prudence, went up to him with a serene countenance, 
and greeted him with a friendly embrace, the Fleming 
was ashamed of his fears, and made light of this warn- 
ing, by putting some fiivokws interprelaljon upon it. 
Egmont sealed this new friendship with a present of 
two valuable chargers, which Alva accepted with a grave 
condescension. 

Upon the aasurance of the regent that the provinces 
were in the enjoyment of perfect peace, and that no 
opposition was to be apprehended from any quarter, the 
duJie dischai^d some German regimente, which had 
hitherto drawn their pay from the Netherlands, Three 
thousand sis hundi'ed men, under the command of Lo- 
drona, were quartered in Antwerp, from which town 
the Walloon garrison, in which full reliance could not 
be placed, was withdrawn ; garrisons proportionably 
stronger were thrown into Ghent and other important 
places ; Alva himself marched with the Milan brigade 
towftrd Brussels, whither he was accompanied by a, 
splendid cortege of the noblest in the land. 

Here, as in all the other towns of the Netherlands, 
fear and terror liad preceded him, and all who were 
conscious of any offenses, and even those who were 
sensible of none, alike awaited his approach with a 
dread similar to that with which criminals see the com- 
ing of their day of trial. All who could tear theraseites 
from the ties of family, property, and country, had al' 
ready Hed, or now at last took to flight. The advance 
of the Spanish army had already, according to the re- 
port of the regent, diminished the population of the 
provinces by the loss of one hundred thousand citizens, 
and this general flight still continued. But the arrival 
of the Spanish general could not be more hat«ful to the 
people of the Netherlands than it was distressing and 
dispiriting to the regent. At last, after so many years 
of anxiety, she had begun to taste the sweets of repose, 
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and that absolnte authority which had bpen the long 
cherished object of eight years of a troubled and difficult 
administration. This late fruit of so much auxious in- 
dustry, of so many cares and nightly »igils, was now to 
be wrested from her by a stranger, who was to be placed 
at once in possession of nli the advantages which sbe 
had been forced to extract from adrerse circumstances 
by a long and tedious course of intvigue and patient en- 
durance. Another was lightly to bear away the prize 
of promptitude, and to triumph by more rapid anccesa 
over her superior but less glittering merits. Since the 
departure of the minister Granietla, she had tasted to 
Uia full the pleasures of independence. The flattering 
homage of the nobility, wiiicn allowed hep more fully 
1^1 enjoy the shadow of power the more Ihey deprived 
her of its aubslance, had, by degiees, fostered her van- 
ity to such an extent, that she at last esti-anged by her 
by her coldness even the most upright of ^1 her ser- 
vants, the state counselor Viglins, who always addressed 
her in the language of truth. All at once a censor of 
her actions was placed at her side, a partnei- of her 
power was associated with her, if, indeed, it was not 
rather a master who was forced upon her, whose proud, 
stubborn, and imperious spirit, which no courtesy could 
Bofben, threatwed the deadliest wounds to her self-lovo 
and vanity. To prevent his arrival, she had, in her 
representations ta die king, vainly exhausted every po- 
litical argument. To no purpose had she urged that the 
Titter ruin of the commei'ce of the Netherlands would 
be the inevitable consequence of this inUoduction of the 
Spanish troops ; in vain had she assured the king that 
peace was universally restored, and reminded him of 
her own services in procuring it, which deserved, she 
thought, a better guerdon than to see all the fruits of 
her labors snatched from bor and given to a foreigner ; 
and more than all, to belioki all the good which she had 
effected destroyed by a new and different line of con- 
duct. Even when the duke had already crossed Mount 
Cenis she made one more attempt, entreating him at 
least to diminish his array ; but that also failed, for tha 
duke insisted upon actJng up to the powers intrusted to 
bim. In poignant grief she now awaited his approach^ 
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sod with tho tenrs she shod for her country wei-e min- 
gled those of oiTended self-love. 

On the aad of August, 1567, tho Duke of Alva ap- 
pealed before the gates of Brussels. His army imine- 
diitely took up their quarters in the suburbs, and he 
himaelf made it his first duty to pay his respects to tlie 
sister of his king. She gase him a private audience, 
on the plea of suffering from sickness. Either the mor- 
tification she had undergone had in reality a serious 
elfect upon hor health, or, what is not improbable, she 
had recourse to this expedient, to pain his haughty 
^iiirit, and in some degree to lessen his H-iumph. He 
delivered to her letters from the king, and laid before 
her a copy of his own appointment, by which the su- 
preme command of the whole military force of Itie 
Netherlands was committed to him, and from which, 
therefore, it would appear, that the administration of 
civil affairs remained, as heretofore, in the hands of the 
regent But as soon as he was alone with her, he pro- 
duced a new commission, which was totally different 
from the former. According to this, the power was 
delegated to him of making war at his discretion, of 
erecting fortifications, of appointing and dismissing at 
pleasuie the governors of provinces, the commandants 
of towns, and other officers of the king, of instituting 
inquiries into the past troubles, of punishing those who 
originated them, and of rewarding the loyal. Powers 
of this extent, which placed him almost on a level with 
a sovereign prince, and far surpassed those of the regent 
herself, caused her the greatest consternation, and it 
was with difficulty that she could conceal her emotion. 
She asked the duke whether he had not even a third 
commission, or some special orders in reserve which 
went still further, and were drawn up still more pre- 
cisely, to which he replied distinctly enough in the 
affirmative, but, at the same time, gave her to under- 
stand, that this commission might he too full to suit the 
present occasion, and would be better brought into play 
hereafter, with due regard to time and circumstances. 
A few days after his an'ival, he caused a copy of the 
fffst instructions to be laid before the several councils 
and the states, and bad them printed to insure their 
Z 
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rapid cii'culation. As the regent resided in the palsoe, 
lie took up his quarters temporarily io Kiiilembei^ 
House, the same in which the associttliOD i^ tbe Gueus 
had received its name, and before which, through a 
■wonderful viciasitudo, Spanish tyranny now planted its 
flag. 

A dead silence reigned in Brussels, broken only at 
times by the unwonted clang of anna. The duke had 
entered the town but a few hours, when his attendanta, 
like blood-hounds that have been slipped, dispei-sed them- 
selves in all directions. Everywhere foreign faces were 
to be seen ; the fiti'eets were empty, all the houses care- 
fully closed, all amusements suspended, all public places 
deserted. The whole nietropoliB resembled a place vis- 
ited by the plagu \ ' ta 1 rr' d th 
stopping for thei g 

moment a Span ar w h ti 

Every sound stai h 

the offidals of j tl ob ^ la 

trembling anxiety p nn d 

appearing in pub p m 

the new viceroy o T 

now seemed t« h h ar T 

iard had become man B 

taciturn ; distrus d h sc he p 

of cheerfoineas a m trai gra d 

even the play of the teaturcs. Eiery moment the im- 
pending blow was looked for with dread. 

This general straining of expectation warned the 
duke to hasten the accomplishment of his plans, before 
they should be anticipated by the timely flight of his 
victims. His first object was to secure the suspected 
nobles, in order, at once and forever, to deprive the 
faction of its leaders, and the nation, whoso freedom 
was to be crushed, of all its supporters. By a pretend- 
ed affabiliQ', he had succeeded in lulling their first alarm, 
and in restoring Count Egmont, in particular, to his for- 
mer perfect confidence, for which purpose he artfully 
employed his sons, Ferdinand and Frederic of Toledo, 
whose companionftbleness and youth assimibited more 
easily with the Flemish character. By this skillful de- 
vice, he succeeded also in enticing Count Horn to Urus- 
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sels, who hail hltheilo thought it advisable Ut watch the 
fiiBt measures of the duke from a diataoce, but eow 
suffered himself to be seduced by ihe good fortuue of 
his friend. Some of the nobiliry, and Count Egraont at 
the head, of them, even resumed their former gay style 
of living. But they themselves did not do so with their 
whole hearts, and they had not many imitators, Kui- 
lemberg House was incessantly besieged by a numerous 
crowd, who thronged ai-oaud the person of the new 
viceroy, and exhibited an affected gayety on their coon- 
tenances, while their hearls were wi-ung with distress 
and fear. Egmont in particular assumed the appoHr- 
ance of a light heart, entertaining the duke's sons, and 
being feted by them in return. Meanwhile, the duke 
was fewful lest so fair an opportunity for the apcom- 
plishment of his plans might not last long, and lest some 
act of imprudence might destroy the feeling of security 
which had tempted both his victims voluntarily to put 
themselves into his power : he only waited for a ihii'd ; 
Ilogstraten also was to be tiiken in the same net. 
Under a plausible pretext of business, he therefore 
summoned him to the metropolis. At the same time 
that he purposed to secure the throe counts in Brussels, 
Colonel Iiodrona was to arrest the burgomaster Strahlen 
in Antwerp, an intimate friend of the Prince of Orange, 
and suspected of having favored the Calvioiats; anolher 
officer was to seize the private secretary of Count Eg- 
mont, whose name was John Casembrot von Becker- 
seel, as also some secretaries of Count Horn, and was 
to possess themselves of their papers. 

"When the day annved which had been fixed upon for 
the execution of this plan, the duke summoned all the 
counselors and knights before him, to oonfar with them 
upon matters of state. On this occasion, the Duke of 
Arschot, the counts Maosfeld, Barlaimont, and Arem- 
berg, attended on the part of thoNetherlanders; and on 
the part of the Spaniards, beside the duke's sons, Vi- 
telli, Serbellon, and Ibarra. The young Count Mans- 
feld, who likewise appeared at the meeting, received a 
sign from his father to withdraw with all speed, and by 
a hasly flight avoid tlio fate which was impending over 
him, as a former member of the Gueusen League. The 
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was about to repair to the apartment of Don Fei'dTnaDcl, 
to finish a game that ho had commenced with him, the 
captain of the duke's body-guard, Sancho d'Avila, 
stopped him, and demanded his sword in the king's 
name. At the same time, he was surrounded by n 
number of Spanish soldiers, who, as had been precon- 
certed, suddenly advanced from their concealment. So 
unexpected a blow deprived Egmont, for some moments, 
of ali powers of utterance and recollection ; after a while, 
however, he collec;ed hiiDBelf, and taking his swordfrora 
his side with dignified composure, said, as he delivered 
ic into the hands of the Spaniard, " This sword has, 
before tliis, on more than one occasion, suceessfnlly' do- 
tended the king's cause." Another Spanish officer ar- 
rested Count Horn, as he was returning to his house 
without the least suspicion of danger. Hoi-n's first in- 
quiry was after Egmont On being told that the same 
fate had just happened to his friend, he surrendered 
himself without resistance. "I have suflTered myself to 
be guided by him," he exclaimed ; "it is fair ihat I should 
shaie his destiny." Tho two counts were placed in con- 
finement, in separate apartments. While this was go. 
iug on in th« interior of Kuilemberg House, tho whole 
garriaon was drawn out under arms in front of it. No 
one knew whnt had taken place inside, a mysterious 
terror diffused itself throughout Brussels, until nimor 
spread the news of this fetal event. Each felt as if he 
himself were the sufterer; with many, indignation at 
Egmont'a blind infatuation preponderated over sym- 
pathy for his fate ; all rejoiced that Orange had escaped. 
The first question of the Cardinal Granvella, too, when 
these tidings reached him in Kome, is said lo have been. 
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whether they had taken the Silent One also. On being 
answered in the negative, he shook his head. "Then 
as they had iet him escape they have got nothing." 
Fate ordained belter for the Count of Hogstraten. 
Compelled by ill health to travel slowly, he was met by 
the report of this event, while he was yeC on hii way. 
H cape 

Egm vr g 



gaeiiots, who had tsken occasion, from [he passage of 
the Spanish army through Loriaine, to assemble their forces, and 
now pressed Charles IX. hard. Orf these grounds, the French 
court thought it had a right to demand Bid from the regent of the 
Netherlands. It asserted that the Huguenols had looked upon 
the march of the Spanish army as the resuU of a preconcerted 

Slan, which had been formed against them by the two courts at 
layoniie, and (hat this bad roused tbem from their slumber. 
That, conseqnently, it behooved Ihe Saanish court lo assist in 
eilricating the French kingfrom difficulties into which the latter 
bad been brought Eimply by the inarch of the " 



Bcluaily Bent the Count of Aremberg. with a considerable 

'" '"'" """ "fmj of the queen.motber in France, and even 

these subsidiaries in person, which, however 



us decluied.— Slraiia, 2C 
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himself safe any loDger; but many found cause to re- 
pent that they had so long deferred this salutary step; 
for every day flight was rendered more dilficolt, for the 
dulie ordered nil the ports to be closed, and punished 
the attempt at emigration with death. The beggars 
wei'e now esleemed fortunate, who had abandoned 
country and property, in oi-der to preserve at least their 
hberty and their lives. 



Alva's first step, after securing the most suspected of 
the nobles, was to restore the Inquisition t« its former 
authority ; to put the decrees of Trent again in force ; 
abolish the "Moderation," and promulgate anew the 
edicts against heretics in all their original seveiity. The 
Court of Inquisition in Spain had pronounced the whole 
nation of the Netherlands guilty of treason in the high- 
est degree — CoChoIics and heterodox, loyalists and reb- 
els, without distinction ; the latter as havjng offended 
by overt acts, the former as having incurred equal guilt 
by their supineness. From this sweeping condemna- 
tion a very few were excepted, whose names, however, 
were purposely reserved, while the genera! sentence 
was publicly confirmed by the king. Philip declaied 
himself absolved from all his promises, and released 
from ail engagements which the regent, jo his name, 
had entered into with the people of the Netherlands ;- 
and all the justice which they had in future to expect 
from him must depend on his own good-will and pleas- 
ure. A.11 who had aided in the expulsion of the minis- 
ter Granvella, who had taken part in the petition of the 
confederate nobles, or had but even spoke in fiivor of it ; 
all who had presented a petition against the decrees of 
Trent, against the edicts relating ti) region, or against 
the installation of the bishops ; all who had permitted 
the public preachings, or had only feebly resisted them ; 
all who had worn the insignia of the Gueux, had sung 
Gueusen songs, or who in any way whatsoever had 
manifested their joy at the establishment of the league; 
all who had sheltered or concealed the reforming proach- 
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ers, attended Calvinistic fiinerals, or !iad even mei'ely 
known of their secret meetings, and not given informa- 
tion of them ; all who had appealed to tlie national priv- 
ileges ; all, in line, who bad espressed en opinion that 
they ought to obey God wther than man ; nil these, 
indiscriminately, were declai'ed liable to the penalties 
which the law imposed upon any violation of the royal 
prerogative, and upon high treason ; and these penalties 
were, according to the instruction which Alva had re- 
ceived, lo be executed on the guilly persons, without 
forbearance or favor^ — ^withonl regai'd to raok, sex, or 
age— as an example to posterity, and for a terror to all 
^future times. According to this declaration, there was 
no longer an innocent person lo be found in the whole 
Netherlands, and the new viceroy bad it in his power 
to make a fearful choice of victims. Pi-operly and life 
were alike at his command, and wboever should have 
the good fortune to preserve one or both, must receive 
them as the gift of his generosity and humanity. By 
this stroke of policy, as refined as it was deteslable, tbe 
nation was disarmed, unanimity rendered impossible. 
As it absolutely depended on tbe duke's arbitrary will 
upon whom the senlenee should be carried in force 
which had been passed without exception upon all, each 
individual kept himself quiet, in order to escape, if pos- 
sible, the notice of the viceroy, and to avoid drawing the 
fatal choice upon himself. Eveiy one, on the other 
hand, in whose favor he was pleased to make an excep- 
tion, stood in a degree indebted to bim, and was per- 
sonally under an obligation, which must be measured by 
the value he set upon his life and property. As, how- 
ever, this penalty could only be executed on the smaller 
portion of the nation, the duke naturally secured the 
greater by the strongest ties of fear and gi-atitude, and 
tor one whom he sought out as a victim he gained ten 
others whom he passed over. As long as he continued 
true to this policy he remained in quiet possession of his 
rule, even amid the streams of blood which he caused 
to flow, and did not forfeit this advantage till the want 
of money compelled him to impose a burden upon the 
nation which oppressed ail indiscriminately. 

In order to be equal to this bloody occupation, the 
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(jetails of which were fast accumulatiag, and to btf cer- 
tain of not losing a single victim through the want of 
instmmects ; and, on the otber hand, to render his pro- 
ceeJings independent of the states, with whose priv- 
iloges the7 were so mnch at variance, and who, indeed,- 
were far too humane ibr him, he instituted an extcaor- 
diaarf court of justice. This court consisted of twelve 
criminal Judges, who, according to their rnstructions, to 
the very letter of which they must adhei'e, were to try 
and pronounce sentence upon those implicated in the 
past disturbances. The mere institution of such a 
board was a violation of the liberties of the country, 
which expressly stipulated that do citizen should be 
tried out of his own pi-ovince ; but the duke filled up 
the tnensure of his injustice when, contraiy to Ibe most 
sacred privileges of the nation, he proceeded to give 
seats and votes in that court to Spaniards, the open and 
avowed enemies of Belgian liberty. He himself was 
the president of this court, and after faim a certain li- 
centiate, Vargas, a Spaniard by birth, of whose iniqui- 
tous character the historians of both parties are unan- 
imous ; cast out like a plague spot from his own country 
where he had violated one of his wards, he was a 
shameless, hardened villain, in whose mind avarice, 
Inst, and the thirst for blood, struggled for ascendency. 
The principal members were Count Aremberg, Philip 
of Noircarmes, and Charles of Barlaimont, who, how 
ever, never sat in it ; Hadrian Nicolai, chancellor of 
Gueidres ; Jacob Mei-Ieus and Peter Asset, presidents 
of Artois and Flanders ; Jacob Hesselts and John de la 
Porte, counselors of Ghent ; Louis del Roi, doctor of 
theology, and by birth a Spaniard ; John du Bois, 
king's advocate ; and De la Torre, secretarv of the 
court. ■ In compliance with the representations of Vig- 
lius. the privy council was spared any part in this tri- 
bunal ; nor was any one introduced into it from the 
great council at Moines. The votes of the members 
were only recommendatory, not conclusive, the final 
sentence being reserved by the duke to himself. No 
paiticular time was fixed for the silting of the court; 
the members, however, assembled at noon as often as 
the duke thought good. But after Ihe expiration of the 
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third month, Alva began to be less herjuent ]q hia 
HtteniJaDce, and at last resigned his place entirely to 
his fevorite Vargas, who filled it with such odious fit- 
ness, that in a short time all the members, witb tbe 
enception merely of the Spanish doctor, Del Eio, and 
the secretary, De la Torre,* weary of the atrocities of 
which they were compelled to be both eye-witnesses and 
accomplices, remained away from the assembly. It is 
revoftiog to the feelings to think how the lives of the 
noblest and best were thus placed at the mercy of Span- 
ish vagabonds, and how even the sanctuaries of the na- 
tion, its deeds and charters, were uoscrupnlously ran- 
sacked, the seals broken, and the most secret contracts 
between the sovereign and the state profaned and ex- 
pose d.f 

Fi-om the Council of Twelve (which, from the object 
of its institution, was called the Councillor Disturbances, 
but, on account of its proceedings, is more generally 
known under the appellation of the Council of Blood, a 
name which the nation in their exasperation bestowed 
upon it), no appeal was alkiwed. Its proceedings could 
Dot be revised. Its verdicts were irrevocable, and inde- 
pendent of all other antliorily. No other tribanal in the 
country could take cognizance of cases which related to 
the iate insuixection, so Ebat in all the other courts justice 
was nearly at a stand-still. The great council at Mailnes 
was as good as abolished ; the authority of the council of 
state entirely ceased, insomuch that its sittings were 

* The sentences passed upon the most eminent persona (for 
example, the sentence of deatli passed upon Strablen, the burgo- 
''.I of Antwerp) were signed only by Vargas, Del Rio, and 

r the unfeeling levity with which the most 
:n decisions in cases of life and death, were 
treated in this sanguinary council, it may serve to relate what is 
told of the counselor Hesselts, He was generally asleepdnring 
the meeting, and when hia turn came to vote on a sentence m 
death, he used to cry out. still haif-asieep; "Ad patibulnmi 
'id patihulum!" so glibly did hia tongue utter this word. It is 
.irthet to be remarked of this Hesselts. that his wife, a daughter 

-■ - ^' tViglius. had expressly st^-''"- ■' 

, B ahoidd resign the dism 

the king, which made him detested by t 
ad Htpp., Ixvii. L 
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discontinued. On some rare occasions, thfl duke confer- 
red with a few members of the Jate assembly ; but even 
TOhen this did occur, die conference was held in his cab- 
inet, and wBs no more than a private consultation, witb- 
out any of the proper forms being observed. No privi- 
lege, no charter of immunity, however carefully protect- 
ed, had any weight with the Council for Disturbances.* 
It compelled all deeds and contracts to be laid before it, 
and often forced upon them the most str^ned interpre- 
tations and alterations. If the duke caused a sentence 
to be drawn out, which there was reason to fear might 
be opposed by the slates of Brabant, it was legalized 
without the Brabant seal. The most sacred rights of 
individuals were assailed, and a tyraiyiy without exam- 
ple forced its aibitrary will oven into the circle of do- 
mestic life. As the Protestants and rebels had hitherto 
contiived to strengthen their party BO much by marriages 
with the first families in the country, the duke issued 
an edict, foi-bidding aU Nelherlanders, whatever might 
be Iheirrank or office, under pain of death and confisca- 
tion of property, to conclude a marriage without previ- 
ously obtaining his jiermisslon. 

All whom the Council for Disturbances thought prop- 
er to summon before it were compelled to nppeur, 
clergy as well as laity, the most venerable heads of the 
senate as well as the reprobate rabble of the Iconoclasts. 
Whoeverdid not presenthimself, a ' d d ar I y 
body did, was declared an outlaw, h p p rt w 

confiscated ; but those who were r oo g 

to appear, or who were so anfortu as 

were lost without redemption. T rt n 

fifty were summoned at the same h 

same town, and the richest were w 
whom Ihe thunderbolt descended T 
zens, who possessed nothing tha 
country and their homes dear to th m 
wares, and arrested without any pre y 

merchants, who had at th ispo al 

gas, in a few words of barbato m ed 

e boasted liberties of the Nethe 
privilegiOB," he replied to one i he 

'' of the univsrsity of Lauvsin. 
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of from sixty to one hundreij thousand florins, were 
seen with their hands tied bebipd thoir becks, dragged 
like common vagabonds at the horse's tail to execution, 
and in Valenciennes, fifty-five persons were decn]jitated 
at one time. All the prisona — and the duke immediately 
on commencing his administralion had built a great num- 
ber of tbem — were crammed fullwiththe accused; hang- 
ing, beheading, quartering, burning, were the prevailing 
and ordinary occupations of the day ; the punishment of 
the galleys and banishment were more rarely heard of. for 
there was scarcely any offense which was reckoned too 
trivial to be punished with death. Immense sums were 
thus brought into the treasury, which, however, served 
rather to stimulate the new viceroy's and his colleagues' 
thirst for gold, than to quench It. It seemed to be his 
insane purpose to make beggai's of the whole people, 
and to thi'ow all their riches into the hands of the king 
and his servants. The yearly income derived fiom 
these confiscations was computed to equal the revenues 
of the tirst kingdoms of Europe ; it is said to have been 
estimated, in a report furnished to the king, at the in- 
credible amount of twenty millions of dollars. Butthess 
proceedings were the more inhuman, ea they often bora 
hardest precisely upon the very persons who were the 
most peaceful Eubjecls,.and most orthodox Roman Cath- 
olics, whom they could not want to injure. Whenever 
an estate was confiscated, all the creditors who had 
claims upon itwere defrauded. The hospitals, too, and 
public institutions, which such properties had contributed 
to support, were now mined, and the poor, who had 
formerly drawn a pittance from this source, were com- 
pelled to see their only spring of comfort dried up. 
Whoever ventured to urge their well grounded claims 
on the forfeited properly, before the Council of Twelve 
(for DO other tribunal dared to interfere with these 
inquiries), consumed their substance in tedious and 
expensive pi-oceedings, and were reduced to beggary 
before they saw the end of them. The histories of 
civilized states furnish but one instance of a similar 
perversion of justice, of such violation of the rights of 
property, and of such wn.ste of human life ; but Cinua, 
SylJa, and Marius entered vanquished Home as incensed 
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victors, and practjcec], without disguise, what the viceroy 
of the Netherlands performed under the venerable veil 
of the Ibws. 

Up to the end of the year 1567 the king's nrrivnl had 
been conlidently expected, and the well disposed of the 
people had placed all their last hopes on this event. The 
vessels, which Philip had caused to fie equipped ex- 
pressly for the purpose of meeting him, still lay in the 
narbor of Flashing ready to sail at the first sigiial ; nnd 
the townof Brussels had consented to receive a Spanish 
garrison, simply because the king, it was preiended, 
WAS to reside within its walls. But this hope gradually 
vanished, as he put off the journey from one season to 
Ihe neitt, and the new viceroy very soon begun to ex- 
hibit powers which announctd him less a precursor of 
royalty than as an abwlute minioter whose presence 
mide that of the monaich entirely supplfiuous To 
complete the distress of the provinces their last good 
angal was now to leaie them m the [ ersOQ of the re- 
gent 

Fiom the moment when the production of the duke's 
extensive powers left no doubt remaining as to the 
prnctical teunmation of her own rule Margaiet had 
foi tned the reiolution of rehnquiihmg the name also of 
regent To «ee a succi^'^soi in die actual poasession of 
a 3 gi ity which a nine yeai*5 enjoyment had made in- 
dispensable to hei to see the authonly the glory the 
splendor the adoiition and all the maiks of respect, 
whichnre the usual concomitants of supieme power, 
pass over to anotlier and to feel that she had lost 
that wbich she could never torget she had once 
held was mote than a woman s mind could endure 
tnoreover the Dniie of Alva was of all men the least 
calculated to make her feel her pniation the less pa oful 
by a fbi'beanng use of his newly acquired dign y The 
tranquillity of the country, too, which waa put in jeopa dy 
by this divided rule, seemed to impose upon tl e d chess 
the necessity of abdicating. Many governors of p a 
ces refused, without an express order from e co 
to receive commands from the duke, and to e o n ze 
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not be met by tbe courtiers so composedly and imper- 
tuvbftbly, but that the duchess observed the alteration, 
and bitterly felt it. Even the few who, like state coiiii- 
sebr Viglius, still firmly adhered to her, did so leas from 
attachment to her person, than from vexation at being 
displaced by novices and foreigners, and from being too 
proud to serve afresh apprenticeship under a new viceroy. 
Bat far the greater number, with all their endeavors to 
keep an exact mean, could not help making a, difference 
between the homage they paid to the rising sun, and 
that which they bestowed on the setting luminary. The 
royal palace at Brussels became more and more desert- 
ed, while the throng at Kuilembet^ House daily in- 
creased. But what wounded tbe sensitiveness of the 
duchess mostacutelyWBs, tbe arrest of Horn and Egmont. 
which was planned and executed by the duke, without 
her knowledge or consent, just as if there had been no 
such person as herself in existence. Alva did, indeed, 
aftertheactwasdone, endeavor to appease her, by declar- 
ing that the design had been purposely kept secret from 
her, in order to spare her name from being mixed up in 
so odious a transaction ; but no such consideiations of 
delicacy could close the wound which bad been inflicted 
on her pride. In order at once to escape all risk of 
similar insults, of which the present was probably only 
a foi'emnner, she dispatched her private secretary Mac- 
chiavell to the court of her brother, there to solicit earn- 
estly for permission to resign the regency. The request 
was granted without difficulty by the king, who accom- 
paoied his consent with every mark of his highest 
esteem. He would put aside (ho the king expressed 
himself) his own advantage and that of the provinces, in 
order to oblige his sister. He sent her a present of 
thirty thousand dollars, and allotted to her a yearly pen- 
sion of twenty thousand,* At the same time a diploma 
* Whkih, however, does not appear to have been very nunctu- 
allj paid, if a pamphlet may be Irosteri which was printed duruig 
her lifetinie. (It heats the title: Il«™«rs «ur h Bk^^t d> 
Mojiseignnir Prmce SOnsngt, 1582, without notice of the place 
where it wasprinted.and is lobe found in the elector's library at 
Dresden.) She languished, it is there stated, at Namnr, m pov. 
artv. and so ill suboorled by her son (the then governor of the 
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was forwarded to the Duke of Alva, constituting him, in 
her stead, viceroy of all the Netherlands, with unlimited 
powers. 

Gladly would Margaret have learned that she waa per- 
mitted to resign the regency before a solemn assembly of 
the states, awiah which she had not very obscurely hinted 
t« the king. But she waa not gratified. She ivaa par- 
ticularly fond of solemnity, and the example of the em- 
peror hor father, who bad exiiibited the extraordinary 
spectacle of his abdication of the crown in this very city, 
seemed to have great attractions for her. As she was 
compelled to part with supreme power, she could 
scarcely bo blamed for wishing to do so with as mnch 
splendor as possible. Moreover, she had not failed to 
observe how much the general hatred of the duke had 
effected in her own fevor, and she looked, therefore, the 
more wistfully forward to a scene which promised to 
be at once so flattering to her and so affecting. She 
would have been glad \a mingle her own tears with those 
which she hoped to see shed by the Netlierlanders for 
their good regent. Thus the bitterness of her descent 
from the throne would have been alleviated by the ex- 
pression of general sympalhy. Little as she had done 
to merit the general esteem during the nine years of her 
administration, while fortune smiled upon her, and the 
approbation of her sovereign was the limit lo alt her 
wishes, yet now the sympathy of the nation had acquired 
a value in her eyes, as the only thing which could in 
some degi'ee compensate to her for the disappointment 
of all her other hopes. Fain would she have persuaded 
herself that she had become a voluntary sacrifice to her 
goodness of heart, and her too humane feelings toward 
the Netherlandei-s, As, however, the king was very 
far from being disposed to incur any dangoi' by calling a 
general assembly of the states, in order to giatifya mere 
caprice of his sister, she was obliged to content herself 
vrith a farewell letter to them. In this document she 
went over her whole administration, recounted, not 

treatment cuuld she e:tpecl fioni asoii who, when snllveiy young, 
being on a visit to her at Brussels, snappy liis lingers at her be- 
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without ostentaiioQ, tha difficulties with which she had 
had ta struggle, the evils whicb, by her dexterity, she 
had prevented, and wound up at last by saying ihat she 
left a finished work, and had to transfer to her success- 
or nothing but the punishment of offenders. The king, 
too, was repeatedly compelled to hear the same state- 
ment, and she left nothing undone to arrogate to herself 
the glory of any future advantages which it might be 
the good fortune of tbe duke to realize. Her own merits. 
as something which did not admit of a doubl, but was at 
the same time a burden oppressive to her modesty, she 
laid at the feet of the king. 

Dispassionate posterity may, nevertheless, hesitate to 
subscribe unreservedly to this favorable opinion. Even 
though the united voice of her cotemporaries, and the 
testimony of the Netherlanders themselves vouch for it, 
B third party will not be denied the right to examine her 
claims with sti-icter scrutiny. The popular mind, easily 
affected, is but too ready to count the absence of vice as an 
additional virtue, and, under the pressure of existing evil, 
to give excessive praise for past benefits. The Nether- 
lander seems to have concentrated all his hatred upon the 
Spanish name. To lay the blame of the national evils 
on the regent wonid tend to remove from the king and 
hia minister ihecni'seawhiehhe would rather shower upon 
them alone and undividedly; and the Duke of Alva's 
government of Ihe Netherlands was, perhaps, not the 
proper point of viewfrom which to test the merits of his 
predecessor. It was undoubtedly no light task to meet 
the king's expectations, without infringing the rights of 
the people andthe duties of humanity; but in struggling 
to effect these two contradictoiy objects, Margaret had 
accomplished neither. She had deeply injured tlie na- 
tion, while comparatively she had done little service to 
the king. It is true that she at last crushed the Prot- 
estant faction, but the accidental outbreak of the Icon- 
oclasts assisted her in this more than all her dexterity. 
She certainly succeeded, by her intrigues, in dissolving 
the league of the nobles, but not until-the first blow had 
been struck at its roots by internal dissensions. The 
object to secure which she had for many years vainly 
exhausted her whole policy, was effected at last by a 
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single enlistment of troops, for which, however, the 
orders were issued from Madrid. She delivered to the 
dulifl, no doubt, a tranquilized country; but it can not 
be denied that the dread of his approach had the chief 
share in tranquilizing it. By her reports, she led the 
council in Spain astray ; because she never informed it of 
the disease, but only of the occasional symptoms; never 
of the universal feeling and voiceof the nation, but only of 
the misconduct of fections. Her faulty adroiiiistiation, 
moreover, drew the people iijto the crime, because she 
exasperated, without sufficiently awing them. She it 
was that brought the murderous Alva into the country, 
by leading the king to believe that the disturbances in the 

much to the sever- 

1 th' ft! ose 
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plan ofpracticing her msidious Italian policy, and there- 
by sowed the seeds of a fatal distrust in the minds of 
ttie people. The indulgence which has been so liberally 
imputed to her as a merit was, in t;uth, extorted from 
her weakness and timidity by the courageous opposition 
of iJie nation ; she had never departed from the strict 
lett«rof the royal commands, by her own spontaneous res- 
olution ; never did the gentle feelings of innate humanity 
lead her to misinterpret the cruel purpoil; of her insti'uc- 
tions. Even the fewconcessions, to which necessity com- 
pelled her, were granted with an uncertain and shrink- 
ing hand, as if fearing to give too much ; and she lost 
tie fruit of her benefections, because she mutilated them 
by her sordid closeness. What, in all the otlier relations 
of her life she was too little, she was on the throno too 
much^-a woman ! She had it in her power, after Gran- 
vella's ejipulsioij, to become the benefiiotress of liie Bel- 
gian nation, but she did not. Her supreme good wag 
the approbation of her king, her greatest misfortune his 
displeasure ; with alJ the eminent qualities of her mind. 
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she remained nn ordinary character, because her heart 
was destitute of native nobility. She used a melancholy 
power with much moderation, end stained her govern- 
ment with no deed of arbitrary cruelty; nay, if it had 
depended on her, she would have always acted humane- 
ly. Years afterward, when her idol, Philip II., had 
long forgotten her, the Netherlanders still honored her 
memory ; butshe was far from deserving the glory which 
her successor's inhumanity reflecled upon her. 

She left Brussels about tho end of December, 1567. 
The duke escorted her as far the frontiers of Brabant, 
and there left her under the protection of Count Mans- 
feld, in order to iiasten back to the metropuSis, and show 
himself to the Netherlaaders as sole regent. 
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TRIAL AND EXECUTION 

COUNTS EGMONT AND HOHN. 



The two counts wore, n fow weeks nftei- thoir arrest, 
conveyed to Ghent, under an escort of three thousand 
Spaniards, where they were confined in the citadel for 
more than eight months Their trial commenced in due 
form befoie the Council of Twehe and the solicitor- 
general John du Bois condacted the proceedings. 
The mdictment against Egmont consisted of ninety 
counts, and that against Horn of snty It would oc- 
cupy too much space to introduce tiiem here. Etoit 
action, however innocent eveiy omission of duty, was 
interpreted on the pnoeiple which had been laid down 
in the opening of the iodictment, " that the two counts, 
in conjunction with the Prince of Orange, had planned 
the overthrow of the royal authorily in the Netherlands, 
and the usurpation of the government of the country ;" 
the expulsion of Granvella, the embassy of Egmont to 
Madrid, the conlederncy of the Gueus, ihe concessions 
which they made to the Protestants in the provinces 
under their government— all were made to have a con- 
oection with, and a reference to, this deliberate design. 
Thus importance was attached to the most insignificant 
occurrences, and one action mace to darken and dis- 
color another. By taliing care to treat each of the 
charges as in itself a treasonable offense, it was the more 
ea^ to justify a sentence of high treason by the whole. 

ihe accuaiitions were sent to each of the prisoners. 
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who were required HD reply to them witliin fivo days- 
After doing ao, they were allowed to employ solicitors 
and advocates, who were permitted free access to them; 
buc as they were accused of treason, their friends were 
prohibited from visiting them. Count Egmont emplw- 
ed for his solicitor Ton Landaa, and made choice of a 
few eminent advocates from Brussels. 

Their first step was to demur against the tribunal 
which was to try them, since, by the privilege of their 
order, they, as Knights of the Golden Fleece, were 
amenable only to the king himself, Ihe Grand Master. 
But tills demuiTer was overmled, and they were requir- 
ed to produce their witnesses, in default of wlucU they 
were to be proceeded against in contumaciajn. Egmont 
had satisfactorily answered to eighty-two counts, while 
Count Horn had refuted the charges against him, aiticle 
by article. The accusation and the defense are still 
extant ; on that defense every impartial tribunal would 
have acquitted them both. The Procurator Fiscal 
pressed for the production of their evidence, and the 
Duke of Alva issued his repeated commands to use dis- 
patch. They delayed, however, from week to week, 
while they renewed their protests ageinst the illegality 
of the court. At last, the duke assigned ihem nine days 
to produce their proofs ; on the lapse of that period liiey 
were to be declared guilty, and as having forfeited all 
right of defense. 

During the progress of the trial, the relations and 
friends of the two counta were not idle. Egmont's 
wife, by birth a dochess of Bavaria, addressed petitions 
to the pi'inces of the German Empire, to the emperor, 
and to the King of Spain. The Countess Horn, mother 
of tie imprisoned count, who was connected by the ties' 
of friendship or of blood with the piincipal royal families 
of Germany, did the same. All alike protested loudly 
against this illegal proceeding, and appealed to the lib- 
erty of the German Era|>ire, on which Horn, as acount 
of the empire, hud special claims ; the liberty of the 
Nertierlands, and the privileges of the order of the Gol- 
den Fleece were likewise insisted upon. The countess 
Egmont succeeded in obtaining the intercession of al- 
most every German court in behalf of her husband. 
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■The King of Spnin and his vicei'oy were besieged by 
applications id behalf of the accused, which wore re 
ferred from one to the other, and made light of by 
both. Conntess Horn collected certificates from ell ihe 
Knights of the Golden Fleece in Spain, Germany, and 
Italy, to prove the pvivileges of the order. Alva re- 
jected them, with a declaration that they had no force 
in soich a case as the present. " The crimes of which 
the counts are accused relate to the affaii-s of the Bel- 
gian provinces, and he, the duke, was appointed by the 
king sole judge of all matters connected with those coun- 

Four months liad been allowed to the solicitor-gen- 
eral l« draw up tlie indictment, and Ave were granted tjj 
tl o two cou ta to prepare for cl e*i defense. But in- 
stead ot los ng the r t me and trouble n adducing their 
evdence wb ch perhaps would have p-ohted them but 
1 ttle Ihoj preferred wast ng t n p otests against the 
judges wh ch a a led them st 11 less By the former 
course Ihey would probabl> haie delayed the final 
sentence and n tl e t me thus ga ned the powerful in- 
tercoss on of the r tr ends m gl t | erf ops have not been 
meftectual. By obstinately persisting in denying the 
competency of the tribunal which wos to try them, 
they furnished the duke with an excuse for cutting 
short the proceedings. After the last assigned period 
had expired, on the Ist of June, 1568, the Council of 
Twelve declared them guilty, and on the 4th of that 
month sentence of death was pronounced against them. 

The execution of twenty-five noble Netherlanders, 
who were beheaded in three successive days, in the 
marWet-pIace at Brussels, was the terrible prelude to 
the fate of the two counts. John Casembrot von Bec- 
kerzeel, secretaiy to Count Egmont, was one of the un- 
fortunates, who was thus rewarded for his fidelity to his 
master, which he steadfiwtly maintained even upon the 
rack, and for his zeal in the service of the king, which 
he had manifested against the Iconoclasts, The others 
had either been taken prisoners, with arms in their 
hands, in the insuiTeciion of the " Gueux," or appre- 
hended and condemned as traitors, on account of having 
taken a part in the petition of the nobles. 
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The duke had reason to hBSten the execution of th« 
sentence. Count Louia of Nassau had given battle to 
the Count of Aremberg, near the monastery of IJeih- 
gerlee in GrOningen, and had the good fortune to defeat 
him. Immediately after his victory, he had advanced 
against GrCningen, and laid siege to it. The success of 
his arms had raised the courage of his fiiction, and the 
Piince of Orange, his brother, was close at hand with 
an army to support him. These circumstances made 
the duke's presence necessary in those distant prov- 
inces ; but he could not venture to leave Brussels, be- 
fore the fate of two such important piisoners was de- 
cided. The whole nation loved them, which was not a 
Utile increased by thoir unhappy fate. Even the strict 
papists disapproved of the execution of these eminent 
nobles. The slightest advantage which the arms of 
the rebels might gain over the duke, or even the report 
of a defeat, would cause a revolution in Brussels, which 
would immediately set the two counts at liberty. More- 
over, the petitions and intercessions which came to the 
viceroy, as well as to the King of Spain, from the Ger- 
man princes, increased daily; nay, the Emperor Mas- 
imilian II. himself caused the countess to be assured 
" that she had nothing to fear for the life of her 
spouse." These powerful applications might at last 
turn the king's heart in favor of the prisoners. The 
king might, perhaps, in reliance on his viceroy's usual 
dispalch. put on the appearance of yielding to the re- 
presentations of so many sovereigns, and resciod the 
sentence of death, under the conviction that his mercy 
would come too late. These considerations moved the 
duke not to delay the execution of the sentence, as soon 
as it was pronounced. 

On the day after the sentence was passed, the two 
counts were brought under an escort of three thousand 
Spanards fron Ghent to Brussels (ml placed in con- 
fl e nent n tl e B odiaas a he great market-place. 
The next mor ng the Counc 1 of Twel e was assem- 
h ed tl e duke c n i y to 1 c sto n attended in 
perso and boh the se tence n s alel envelops, 
we e opened d p blcv ead by Sec etary Pranz. 
'ihe t o counts ve e dec! ed gi Iij of eason, m 
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haviEg favored ood promoled the abominable conspiracy 
of the Prince of Orange, protected the confederated no- 
bles, and beea convicted of various misdemeanors against 
their king and the Chuich, in their governments and 
other appoiiitmenla. Both were sentenced to be pulUcly 
beheaded, and their heads were to be fixed upon pikes, 
and not taken dnwn without the duke's express com- 
mand. Ail their possessions, fiefs, and rights escheated 
to the royal treasury. The sentence was signed only 
fay the duke and the Secretary Pranz, without asking 
or caring for the consent of die other members of the 
council. 

During the night between the 4tli and 5th of June 
the sentences were brought to the priaonera, after they 
had alieady gone to rest. The duke gave them to the 
Bishop of ypres, Martin Rithov, whom he had express- 
ty summoned to Brussels to prepare the prisoners for 
death. When the bishop received this commission, he 
threw himself at the feet of the duke, and supplicated 
him with tears in his eyes for mercy — at least for respite 
for the prisoners ; but he was answered in a rough and 
angry voice, that he had been sent foi' froni Ypres, not 
to oppose the sentence, but by his spiritual consolation 
1« reconcile the unhappy noblemen to it. 

Egmont was the first to whom the bishop eoi 
cated the sentence of death. " That is, indeed, a 
sentence !" exclaimed the connt, turning pole, and with 
a Altering voice. '■ I did not think that I had offended 
his majesty so deeply as to deserve such treatment. 
]f, however, it must be so, I submit to my fate with res- 
ignalion. May ihis death atone for my offense, nud 
save my wife aod childi'en from suffering ! This, at 
least, I think 1 may claim for my past sei-vices. As for 
death, I will meet it with composure, since it so pleases 
God and my king." He then pressed the bishop to tell 
him seriously and candidly if there was no hope of par- 
don. Being answered in the negative, he confessed and 
received the sacrament from the priest, repeating after 
him the mass with great devoutnesa. He asked what 
prayer was the best and most effective to recommend 
him to God in his last hour. On being told that no 
prayer could he more effectual than the one which 
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Christ himself had taught, he prepared immediately to 
repeat the Lord's prayer. The thoughts of his family 
interrupted him; he called for pea and ink, and wrote 
two letters, one to his wife, the other U> the king; the 
latter was as follows. 

" Sire, — This morning I have heard the sentence 
which your majesty has been pleased to pass upon me. 
Far as I have ever been from attempting any thing, 
against the person or the service of your majesh'", or 
ftgainst the only true, old, and Catholic religion, I yet 
submit myself with patience to the fate which it has 
pleased God to ordain I should suffer. If, during the 
past disturbances, I have omitted, advised, or done any 
thing tliat seoma at variance with my duty, it was most 
assuredly peiformed with the best intentions, or was 
forced upon me by tbe pressure of circumstances. I 
therefore pray your majesty to forgive me, and in con- 
sideration of my past services, show mercy to my un- 
happy wife, my poor children, and servants. In a firm 
hope of this, I commend myself to the iuBnite mercy 
of God. 

" Your majesty's most faithful vassal and servant, 

'■ LaUORAI., CoUBT EoPpIOKT. 

"Bruiidi, JuneSth, 1568, near my last momenls." 
This letter he placed in the hands of the bishop, with 
tbe sti'ongest injunctions for its safe deliveiy ; and for 
greater securi^ he sent a duplicate, in his own hand- 
writing, to State Counselor Viglius, the most upright 
man in the senate, by whom, there is no doubt, it was 
BCtunlly delivered to the king. The family of the count 
was subsequently reinstated in all his property, fiefs, and 
rights, which, by virtue of the sentence, had escheated 
to the royal treasury. 

Meanwhile, a scaiTold had been oi'ccted in the mar- 
ket-place, before the tuwn-hall, on which two poles were 
fixed, with iron spikes, and the whole covered with 
black cloth. Two- and -twenty companies of the Span- 
ish garrison surrounded the scaffold, a precaution which 
was by no means superfluous. Between ten and eleven 
o'clock the Spanish guard appeared in the apartment of 
the count; they were provided with cords to tie his 
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hands acconling to custom. He begged that this might 
be spared him, and declared that he was willing and 
ready to die. He himself cut off the collar from his 
doublet to facilitate the executioner's duty. He wore a 
robe of red damask, and over that a black Spanish cloak 
trimmed with gold lace. In this dross he appeared on 
the scaffold, and was attended by Don Julian Romero, 
Maltre de Camp; Salinas, a Spanish captain; and the 
Bishop of Ypres. The grand provost of the court, 
with a red wand in hia hand, sat on horseback at the 
foot of the scaffold; the executioner was concealed be- 

Egmont had at first shown a desire to address the 
people from the scaffold. He desisted, however, on the 
bishop's representing to him that, either he would not 
be heard, or that, if he were, he might, such at present 
was the dangerous disposition of the people, excite them 
to acts of violence, which would only plunge his friends 
into destJUcdon. For a few moments be paced the 
scaffold with noble dignity, and lamented that it had not 
been permitted him to die a more honorable death for 
his king and his country. Up to the last he seemed 
unable to persuade himself that the king was in earnest, 
and that his severity would bo carried any further than 
the mere terror of execution. When the decisive pe- 
riod approached, and he was to receive the Extreme 
Unction, he looked wistfully round, and when there still 
appeared no prospect of a reprieve, he turned to Julian 
Romero, and asked faira once more if there was no hope 
of pardon for him. Julian Romero shru^ed his shoul- 
ders, looked on the ground, and was silent. 

He then closely clenched hia teeth, threw off his 
mantle and robe, knelt upon the cushion, and prepared 
himself for the last prayer. The bishop presented him 
the cruciliK to kiss, and administered to him Extreme 
Unction, upon which the count made him a sign Co leave 
him. He drew a silk cap over his eyes, and awaited 
the stroke. Over the corpse and the streaming blood a 
black cloth was immediately thrown. 

All Brussels thronged around the scaffold, and the 
fetal blow seemed to fall on every heart. Loud sobs 
alone broke the appalling silence. The duke himselt 
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who watched the e x ecu tioa from a window of the town- 
house, wiped his eyes as his victim died. 

Shortly afterward, Count Horn adtanced on the scaf- 
fold. Of a more violent tempeiBment than his friend, 
and stimulated by stronger I'easons for hatred against the 
king, he hsd received the sentence with less composure, 
although in his case, perhaps, it was less unjust. He 
burst forth in bitter reproaches ngnlnst the king, and the 
bishop with difficulty prevailed upon him U make a 
better use of his last moments than to abuse them in 
imprecations on his enemies. At last^ however, he 
became more collected, and made his c ~ " 
bishop, which at first he was disposed t( 

He mounted the scaffold with the same attenaants as 
his friend. In passing, he saluted many of his acqutua- 
tances ; his hands were, like Egmont's, free, and he was 
dressed in a black doublet and cloak, with a Milan cap 
of the same color upon his head. When he had as- 
cended, he cast his eyes upon the corpse, which lay 
under the cloth, and asked one of the by-standers if it 
was the body of his friend. On being answered in 
the afRrmative, he said some words in Spanish, threw 
bis cloak from hiin, and knelt upon the cushion. All 
shrieked aloud as he received the fatal blow. 

The heads of both were fined upon poles which were 
set upon the scaffold, where they remained until past 
three in the afternoon, when they were taken down, 
nnd. with the two bodies, placed in leaden coffins and 
deposited in a vault. 

In spite of the number of spies and executioners who 
surrounded the scaffold, the citizens of Brussels would 
not be prevented from dipping tbeir handkerchiefs io 
the streaming blood, and carrying home with them these 
predous memorials. 

19 Be 
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SIEGE OF ANTWERP, 

BY THE PRINCE OF PARMA, 

IN THE YEARS 1584 AND 1585. 



It is an interesting spectacle to obserre the struggle 
of man's inventive genius in conflict with powerful op- 
posing elements, and to see the difficulties, which aro 
insurmountable to ordinary capacilies, overcome by pm- 
dence, resolution, and a determined will. Less attract- 
ive, but only the more instructive, perhaps, is the con- 
trary specKicle, where the absence of ^ose qualities 
renders all efforts of genius vain, throws away all the 
favors of fortune, and where inability to improve such 
advantages renders hopeless a success which otherwise 
seemed snre and inevitable. Examples of both kinds 
are afforded by the celebrated siege of Antwerp, by the 
Spaniards, toward the close of the sixteenth centuiy, by 
which that flourishiog city was forever deprived of its 
commercial prosperity, but which, on the other hand, 
conferred immortal fame on tho general who undertook 
and accomplished it. 

Twelve years had the war continued, which the 
northern provinces of Belgium had commenced at first 
in vindication simply of their reli^ous freedom, and the 
privileges of their states from the encroachments of the 
Spanish viceroy, but maintained latterly in tile hope of 
establishing their independence of the Spanish crown 
Never completely victors, but never enfiAly vanquished, 
they wearied out the Spanish valor by tedions opera- 
tions on an unfavorable soil, and exhausted the wealth 
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of the sovereign of both the Indies, while they theiu- 
selvea were called beggars, and, ia a degree, BcCually 
were so. The League of Ghent, which had naited ihe 
whole Netherlands, Roman Catholic and Protestant, in 
a common and (could such a confederation have lasl«d) 
inviDcible body, was indeed dissolved; but in place of 
this uncenajn and unnatural combination, the northern 
provinces had, in tke year 1579, formed among them- 
selves the closer Union of Utrecht, which promised to 
be more lasting, inasmuch as it was linked and held to- 
gether by common political and religious interests. 
What the new republic had lost in extent, through thia 
separation from the Roman Catholic provinces, it was fully 
compensated for by the closeness of alliance, the unity 
of enterprise, and energy of execution ; and, perhaps, 
it was fortunate in thus timely losing what no exertion, 
probably, would ever have enabled it to retain. 

The greater part of the Walloon provinces had, in the 
year 1584, partly by voluntary submission, and partly 
by force of arms, been again reduced under the Spanish 
yoke. Tlie northern districta alone had been able at 
ail successfully to oppose it. A considerable portion of 
Brabant and Flanders still (Astinately held out against 
the arms of the Duke Alexander of Parma, who, at 
that time, administered the civil government of the 
provinces and the supreme command of the army with 
equal energy and prudence, and, by a series of splendid 
victories, had revived the military reputation of Spain. 
The peculiar formation of the country, which, by its 
numerous rivers and canals, facilitated the connectiOQ 
of the towns with one another and with the sea, baffled 
all attempts effectually to subdue it, and the possession 
of one place could only be maintained by the occupation 
of anoliier. So long as this communication was kept 
up, Holland and Zealand could with little difficulty assist 
their allies, and supply them abundantly by water, as 
well aa by land, with all necessaries : so that valor was of 
no use, and the strength of the king'a troops was fruit- 
lessly wasted on tedious sieges. 

Of all the towns in Brabant, Antwerp was the most 
important, as well from its wealth, its population, and 
its military force, as by its position on the mouth of the 
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Scheldt. This great and populous town, which at thii 
date contained more than eighlj thousand inhnbifants, 
was one of the most active members of the national 
league, and had in the course of the war distinguished 
itself above all the towns of Belgium, by an untamable 

r' (il of libeity. As it fostered within its bosom all the 
ee Christian churches, and owed much of its pros- 
perity to this unrestricted religious liber^, it had the 
more cause W drend the Spanish rule, which threatened 
to abolish this toleration, and by the terror of lh« Inqui- 
sition to drive all the P e tan ne chants from ils 
markets. Moreover, it 1 ad had b a emble expe- 
rience of the brutality of he Span h ga isons, and it 
was quite evident that if e iiered this m- 

supportable yoke to be im[ ed up would never 

again, during the whole u e f 1 e war, be able to 
throw it off. ■ , 

But powerful as were 1 e n e wb h stimulated 
Antwerp to resistance, equally strong were the reasons 
which determined the Spanish general lo make himself 
master of the place at any cost. Ou the possession of 
this town depended, in a great measure, that of the 
whole province of Bmbant, which by this channel chiefly 
deiived its supplies of corn from Zealand, while the 
capture of this plnce would secure to the victor the com- 
mand of the Scheldt. It would also deprive the League 
of Brabant, which held its meetings in the town, of its 
principal support; the whole taction of ils dangerous in- 
fluence, of its example, ils counsels, and its money, while 
the treasures of its inhabitants would open plentiful sup- 
pliesfor the military exigencies of the king. Its fall would, 
sooner or later, necessarily draw after it that of all BrabaDt, 
and the preponderance of power in that quarter would 
decide the whole dispute in favor of the king. Determin- 
ed by these grave considerations, the Duke of Parma 
drew his forces together in July, 1684, and advanced 
from his position at Dornick to the neighborhood of Ant- 
werp, with the intention of investing it. 

But both the natural position and fortifications of the 
town appeared to defy attacks. Surrounded on the side 
of Brabant with insurmountable works and moats, and 
toward Flanders covered by the broad and rapid stream 
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of the Scheldt, it could not be carried by storm ; and lo 
blockade a town of such extent seemed to require a land 
force three times larger than that which the duke had, 
and moreover a fleet, of which he was ntterly destitute. 
Not only did the river yield the town all necessary sup- 
plies from Ghent, it also opened an easy communication 
with the bordering province of Zealand. For, ns the 
tide of the North Sea extends far up Hie Scheldt, and 
ebbs and flows regularly, Antwerp enjoya tlie peculiar 
advantage that the same tide flows past it at different 
times in two opposite dirctiona. Beside, the adjacent 
towns of Brussels, Malines, Ghent, Dendermonde, and 
others, were all at this time in the hands of the league, 
and could aid the place from the land side also. To 
blockade, therefore, the town by land, and to cut oif ita 
communication with Flanders and Brabant, required two 
different armies, one on each bank of the river. A suf- 
ficient fleet was likewise needed lo guard the passage 
of the Scheldt, and to prevent all attempts at relief, 
which would roost certainly be made from Zealand. But 
by the war which he had still to carry on in other 
quarters, and by the numerous garrisons which he was 
obliged to leave in the towns and fortified places, the 
army of the duke was reduced to ten thousand infantry 
and one thousand seven hundred horse, a force very in- 
adequate for an undertaking of such magnitude. More- 
over, these troops were deficient in the most necessary 
supplies, and the long arrears of pay had*scited them 
to subdued murnrars, which hourly threatened to break 
out into open mutiny. If, notwithstanding these diffi- 
culties, he should still attempt the siege, there would be 
much occasion to fear from the strongholda of the enemy, 
which were left in the rear, and from which it would 
be easy, by vigorous sallies, to annoy an army distribut- 
ed over so many places, and to expose it to want by 
cntttng off its supplies. 

All these eonsideiations were brought forward by the 
councilofwar, before which the Duke of Parma noivtaid 
his scheme. However great the coniidence which they 
placed in themselves and in ,the proved abilities of such 
a leader, nevertheless, the most experienced generals 
did not disguise their despair of afortunate result. Two 
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onlywere exceptions, CBpizocchi and Mondragone, whose 
ardent courage placed them above hII appreiieiisions; the 
refit concuned in dissuading the duke tTOm attempting 
so hazardous an enterprise, by which they ran the risk 
of foi-feiting the fruit of all their former victories, and 
tarnishing the glory they had already earned. 

But objections, which he had already raada to him- 
self, and lafuted, could not shake the Duke of Parma in 
his purpose. Not in ignorance of its inseparable dan- 
gers, not from thoughtlessly overvaluing his forces, had 
he taken this bold resolve. But that instinctive genius, 
which leads great men by paths which inferior minds 
either never enter upon or never finish, raised him above 
the iufluence of the doubts which a cold and narrow 
prudence would oppose to his views; and without being 
able to convince his generals, he felt the correctness of 
his calculations in a conviction indistinct, indeed, but not 
on that account less indubitable. A succession of fortu- 
nate results had raised his confidence, and the sight of 
his army, unequaled in Europe for discipline, exjieri- 
ence, and vaJor, and commanded by a chosen body of the 
most distinguished officers, did not permithim to entertain 
fear for a moment. To those who objected to the small 
number of his troops, he answered that, however long 
the pike, it is only the point that kiUs ; and that in mili- 
tary enterprise, the moving power was of more imports 
ance than the mass to be moved. He was aware, indeed, 
of the discontent of bis troops, but he knew also their obe- 
dience i and he thought, moreover, that the best means to 
stifle their murmurs was by keeping them employed 
in some important undertaking, by stimulating their de- 
sire of glory by the splendor of the entarpiiee, and their 
rapacity by hopes of lich booty which the capture of so 
wealthy a town would hold out. 

In the plan which he now formed for the conduct 
of the siege, he endeavored to meet all these difficulties. 
Famine was the only instrument by which he could 
hope to subdue the town; but effectually to use this 
formidable weapon, it would he expedient tocut off all ita 
land and water communications. With this view, the 
first object was to stop, or at least to impede, the arrival 
of suppUes from Zealand. It was therefore requisite 
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not only to carry nli the outworlia which the peopJe of 
Antwerp had built on both ahores of the Scheldt for the 
protection of their shipping, but aiso, wherever feasible, 
to throw Tip new batteriea which should command the 
whole courae of the river ; and to prevent the place from 
drawing supplies from the land side, while efforts were 
being made to intercept their transmisalon by sea, all 
the adjacent towns of Brabant and Flanders were com- 
prehended in the plan of the siege, and the fall of Ant- 
werp wa3 based on the destruction of all those places : 
a bold, and, considering the duke's scanty force, an al- 
most extravagant project, which was, however, justified 
by the geniua of its author, and crowned by fortune with 
a brilliant result. 

As, however, time was required to accomplish a plan 
of this magnitude, tlie Prince of Parma was content, for 
the present, with the erection of numerous forts on the 
canals and rivers which connected Antwerp with Den- 
dermonde, Ghent, Malines, Brussels, and other places ; 
Spanish garrisons were quartered in the vicinity, and 
almost at thevery gates of those towns, which laid waste 
the open country, and by their incui-aions kept the sur- 
rounding territory in alarm. Thus, round Ghent alone 
were encamped three thousand men, and proportionate 
numbers round the other towns. In this way and by 
means of the secret understanding which he maintained 
with the Roman Catholic iniiabitants of these towns, the 
duke hoped, without weakening his own forces, gradually 
to exhaust their strengtli,and by the harassing operations 
of a petty but incessant warfare, even without any 
formal siege, to reduce them at last to capitulate. 

In the mean time, the main force was directed against 
Antwerp, wliich he now closely invested. He fixed his 
head-quarters at Bevern in Flanders, a few miles from 
Antwerp, where ho found a fortified camp. The pro- 
tection of the Flemish bank of the Scheldt was intrusted 
to the Margrave of Rysbnrg, general of cavalry, the 
Brabant bank to the Count Peter Ernest von Eansfeld, 
who was joined by another Spanish leader, Mondragone. 
Both the latter succeeded in crossing the Scheldt 
upon pontoons, notwithstanding the Flemish admiral's 
ship was sent to oppose them; and, passing Antwerp, 
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took up their positioo at Slabroek, in Bergen. Detached 
corps dispersed themselTea along tlie whole Brabant 
side, partly to secure the dykea and the roads. 

Some miles below Antwerp, the Scheldt was guarded 
bj two strong foi'ts, of which one was situated at Lief- 
kenshoek, on the ialand Doe!, in Flanders, tho other at 
Lillo, exactly opposite the coast of Brabant. The last 
had been erected by MonAngone LimselC by order of 
the Duke of Alva, when the latter was still master of 
Antwerp, and for this very reason the Duke of Parma 
now intrusted to him the attack upon it. On the pos- 
session of these two forts the success of Ihe siege seemed 
wholly to depend, since all the yessels sailing from 
Zealand to Antwerp must pass under their guns. Both 
forts had, a short time before, been strengtheiied by the 
besieged, and the foi-mer was scarcely finisbed when the 
Margmve of Rysburg attacked it. The celerity with 
which he went to work surprised the enemy before they 
were sufficiently prepared for defense; and a brisk 
assault qaickly placed Liefkenshoek in the hands of the 
Spaniards. The confederates sustained this Loss on tho 
same fatal day that the Prince of Orange fell at Delft, 
by the hands of nn assassin. The other batteries erected 
on tho island of Doel were partly abandoned by their 
defenders, partly taken by surprise, so that in a short 
time the whole Flemish side was cleared of the enemy. 
But the fort at Lillo, on the Brabant shore, offered a 
more vigorous resistance, since the people of Antwerp 
hud had time to stiengthen its fortifications, and to pro- 
vide it with a strong garrison. Furious sallies of tho 
besieged, led by Odets von Teligny, supported by the 
cannon of the fort, destroyed all the works ef the Span- 
iards, and an inundation, which was efTeeted by opening 
the slniees, finally drovethom away from the place after 
a three weeks' siege, and with the loss of nenriy two 
thousand killed. They now retired into their fortified 
camp at Stabroek, and contented themselves with taking 
possession of the dams, which run across the lowlands 
of Bergen, and oppose a breastworkto the encroachments 
of the East Scheldt. 

The ffulure of his attempt upon the fort of Lillo 
compelled the Prince of Parma to change hi 
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As he couid not succeed in stopping the pussage of tlis 

Scheldt by his originnl plan, on which the success of the 

siege entirely depended, he determined to eftecC his 

purpose by throwing a bridge across the whole breadth 

of the river. The thought was bold, and there were 

many who held it to be rash. Both the breadth of the 

stream, which at this part exceeds 

paces, as well as its violence, whicl 

augmented by the tides of the neighbi 

ed to render every attempt of this lu 

Moreover, bo had to contend with a i 

her, vessels, and workmen, as well as v 

position between the fleets of Antwei 

to which it would necessarily be an i 

binatioo with a boisterous element, to 

oua ft work. But the Prince of Farm; 

and his settled resolution would yield 

of absolute impoasibility. After ho 

breadth as well as the depth of the 
nred, and had consulted with two oi 

engineers, Barocci and Plato, it wa 

bridge should be constructed between 

and &dara in Brabant. This spot wai 

the river is here narrowest, and bei 

right, and BO detains vesaels awhile, b 

to tack. To cover the bridge, stro 

erected at both ends, of which the on 

shore was named Fort St. Maria, the 

bant side, Fort St. Philip, in honor o 
While active jJreparalions were mi 

iah camp for the execution of this scht 

attention of the enemy was directf 

made an unexpected attack upon Den 

town between Ghent and Antwerp, 

of the Bonder and the Scheldt. 

important place was in the hands c 

towns of Ghent and Antwerp could 

each other, and, by the facility of thi 

fruati-ate all the eff'orts of the besie 

would leave the prince free to act a 

and might decide the fate of his i 
rapidily of his attack left the besiegt 



.^hyGooglc 



■iyo SIEGE OF ANTWERP. 

their sluices, and Iny the country under water. A hot 
cannonade was opened upon the chief bastion of the 
town, before the Brussels gate ; but was answered by 
the fire of the besieged, which made great haioc among 
the Spaniaiiis. It increased, however, rather than dis- 
couraged their ardor; and the insults of the garrison, 
who mutilated the statue of a saint before their eyes, 
and, after treating it with the most ccntumehous indig- 
nity, hurled it down from the rampait, raised their 
fury to the highest pitch. Clamorously they demanded 
to be led against h b b f their fire had made 

a sufficient breac b nee, to avad himself 

of the first ardoi sity, gave the signal 

for the assault. A angu ary contest of two 

hours, the ramp w and those who were 

Dot sacrificed to he Spaniards threw 

themselves into iJi w 1 ter was, indeed, now 

more exposed, a fi d upon it from the 

works which had t its strong walls, aud 

the broad moat w h n d it, gave reason to 

expect a protra d ta The 

sources of the P P m soon . 

obstacle also. W hile the bombardment w 

night and day, the troops were incessantly employed 
in diverting the course of the Dender, which supplied 
the foss with water, and the besieged were seized with 
despair, as they saw the water of the trenches, the last 
defense of the town, gradually disappear. They has- 
tened to capitulate, and in August, 1584, received a 
Spanish garrison. Thus in the short space of eleven 
days, the Prince of Parma accomplished an undertaking 
which, in the opinion of competent judges, would require 
as many weeks. 

The town of Ghent, now cut off from Antwerp and 
the sea, and hard pressed by the Iroops of the king, 
which were encamped in its vicinity, and without hope 
of immediate succor, began to despair, as famine, with 
all its dreadful train, advanced upon them with rapid 
steps. The inhabitants therefore dispatched deputies 
to the Spanish camp at Bevern, to tender its submission 
to the king, upon the same terms as the prince had a 
short time previously offered. The deputies were 
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informed that the time for treaties was past, and that an 
uncoodicional submission iilone could npyiease fhe just 
anger of the monarch whom they had offended by their 
vebellion. Nay, tliey were even given to understand 
that it would be only through his great mercy if the 
same humiliation were not exacted from them, as their 
rebellious ancestors were forced to undergo under 
Charles V., namely, to implore pardon, half- naked, and 
with a coi-d round their necks. The deputies returned 
to Ghent in despair, but three days afterward a new 
deputation was sent to the Spanish camp, which, at last, 
by the iatei-cesaion of one of the prince's fi'iends, who 
was a prisoner in Ghent, obtained peace upon moderate 
tei'ms. The town was to pay a fine of two hundred 
thousand florins, recall the banished papists, and expel 
its Protestant inhabitajits, who, however, were t« be 
allowed two years for the settlement of their afiairs. 
All the inhabitants, except six, who ware reserved for 
capital punishment {but afterward pardoned), were 
included in a general amnesty, and the garrison, which 
amounted to two thousand men, were allowed to evac- 
uate the place with the honors of war. This treaty 
was concluded in September of the same year, at the 
hoHd-quarters at Bevern, and immediately three thou- 
sand SpBuiards marched into file town as a garrison. 

It was more by the terror of his name and the dread 
of famine, than by the force of arras, that the Prince of 
Parma had succeeded in reducing this city to submis- 
lion, the largest and strongest in the Netheriands, which 
was little inferior to Paris within the barriers of its 
inner town, consisted of thir^-seven thousand houses, 
and waa built on twenty islands, connected by ninety- 
eight stone bridges. The important privileges which, 
in the course of several centuries, this city had contrived 
to eitort from its rulers, Jpslered in its inhabitants a 
spirit of independence, which not unfrequently degen- 
erated into riot and license, and naturally brought it in 
colMon with the Austrian- Spanish government. And 
it was exactly this bold spirit of hberty which procured 
for the Reformation the rapid and extensive success it 
met with in this town, and the combined incentives of 
civil and religious freedom produced all those scenes of 
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violence, by which, during the rebellion, it had unfortn- 
nately distioguished itself. Beside the fine levied, the 
prince fouod within the walls a large store of artillery, 
carriages, ships, and building-materials of all kinds, witli 
numerous workmen and saibrs, who materially aided 
him in hia plans against Antwerp. 

Before Ghent surrendered to the king, Vilvorden and 
Harentals had fallen into the hands of the Spaniards, 
and the capture of the block-houses near the village of 
Willebrock had cut off Antwerp from Brussels and 
Malines, The loss of these places, within so short a 
period, deprived Antwerp of all hope of succor from 
Brabant and Flanders, and hraited all their expectations 
to the assistance which might be looked for from Zea- 
land. But to deprive them also of this, the Prince of 
Parmawas now making tlie most energetic preparations. 

The citizens of Antwerp had beheld the first opera- 
tions of the enemy agrunst their town with the prond 
security with which the sight of their invincible river 
inspired them. This confidence was also in a degree 
justified by the opinion of the Prince of Orange, who, 
upon the first intelligence of the design, had said that 
the Spanish army would inevitably perish before the 
walls of Antwerp. That nothing, however, might be 
neglected, he sent, a short time before his assassination, 
for the burgomaster of Antwerp, Philip Marnbt of St. 
Aldegonde, his intimate friend, to Delft, where he con- 
sulted with him as to the means of maintaining defen- 
mve operations. It was agreed between them that it 
would be advisable to demolish forthwith the great dam 
between Sanvliet and Lillo, called the Blaaugarendyk, 
BO as to allow tlie waters of the East Scheldt to inundate, 
if necessary, the lowlands of Bergen, and thus, in the 
event of Ihe Scheldt being closed, to open a passage for 
the Zealand vessels to the town across the inundated 
country. Aldegonde had, after his return, actually 
persuaded the magistrate and the majority of the citizens 
to agree to this proposal, when it was resisted by the 
gniid of butchers, who complained that they would be 
mined by such a measure; for the plain, which it was 
wished to lay under water, was a vast tract of pasture 
land, upon which about twelve thousiind osen were 
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aoDUiilly put to graze. The objection of the butchers 
was successful, and they managed to prevent the exe- 
cution of this saluUiy scbeme, until the enemy had got 
possession of the dama as well as the pasture land. 

At the suggestion of the burgomaster, St. Aldegonde, 
who, himself a member of the states of Brabant, was 
possessed of great authority in that councii, the fortiii- 
cations on both sides the Scheldt had, a shoit time be- 
fore the arrival of the Spaniards, been placed in reijair, 
and many new redoubts erected round the town. The 
dams had been cut through at Saftingen, aud the water 
of the West Scheldt let out over nearly the whole coun- 
try of Waes. In the adj.icent marquisate of Bergen, 
troops bad been enlisted by the Count of Hoheclohe, 
and a Scotch regiment, under the command of Colonel 
Morgan, was already in the pay of the republic, while 
fresh reinforce me niH wei'e daily expected from En^nd 
and France. Above all, the states of Holland and Zca- 
1 d w re ailed upon to haoten their supplies. But 
af y h d ta g itiona on both sides 

h d h fi h batteries made the 

negandg hnp after place in Brabant 

h hand d Ih a airy had cut off all 
m u ti th d d the inhabitants of 

A we p b as rt serious apprehen- 

h Th w n contained eighty- 

fihudw d gto calculation three 

h d d u d q were annually re- 

qu h pp A b ginning of the aiege 

ppy y was wanting for the 

laying m of such a store, for m spito of the enemy's fire, 
the Zealand victualing ships, taking advantage of the 
rising tide, contrived to make their way to the town. 
All that was requisite was, to prevent any of the richer 
citizens from buying up these supplies, and, in case of 
scarcity, raising the piice. To secure this object, ona 
Gianibelli, from Mantua, who had rendered important 
services in the course of the siege, proposed a property- 
tax of one penny in every hundred, and the appoint- 
ment of a board of respectable persons to purchase corn 
with this money, ami distribute it weekly. And until 
the returns of this tax should be available, the richer 
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classes should edvance the required sum, holding the 
corn purchased, as a deposit, in their own magnzines ; 
and were aJso to share in the profit. But this plan was 
unwelcome to the wealthier citizens, who had resolved 
to profit by the general distress. They recommended 
that every individual should be required to provide him- 
self with a sufficient supply for two years: a proposition 
which, however it might suit their own circumstances, 
was veiy unreasonable in regard to the poorer inhabi- 
tants, who, even before the siege, co«ld scarcely find 
th m hs V 

th w * 



this, howe>er, they weie disappomted, as the magistrate 
of Antwerp had, just before their arrival, issued an edict, 
regulating the price of all the necessaries of life. At the 
game time, to prevent individuals from buying up the 
whole cargo, and storing it in their magazines with a 
view of disposing of it afterward at a dearer rate he or 
dered that the whole should be publicly sold in any quan 
titles from the vessels. The speculators, cheated of 
their hopes of profit by these precautions, set sad again 
and left Antwerp wltii the greater part of their cargo, 
which would have sufficed for the support of the town 
for several months. 

This neglect of the most essential and natural means 
of preservation can only be explained by the supposition, 
that the inhabitants considered it absolutely unposbible 
ever to close the Scheldt completely, and consequently 
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hnd not the least apprehension that tilings would come 
to extremity. When the iDtelligence arnved iii Ant 
werp that the prince intended to throw a bridge over 
llie Scheldt, the idea was univer-ally ridiculed as 
chimerical. An arrogant comparison was drawn bo 
tween the republic and the stream and it was said 
that the one would boar the Spanish joke h'* little as 
the other. " A river which la two thousand four hun 
dred feet broad, and with its own waters alone ahoie 
sixty feet deep, but which with the tide rose twebe 
feet more— would such a stream," it was asked, "sub- 
mit to be spanned by a miserable piece of paling 1 
"Where were beams to iie found high enough to reach to 
the bottom and project above the surface ? and how was 
a work of this kind to stand in winter, when whole isl- 
ands and mountMns of ice, which stone walls could 
hardly resist, would be driven by the flood against its 
weak timbers, and splinter them to pieces like glass? 
Or, perhapa, ihe prince purposed to construct a bridge 
of boats ; if so, where would he procure the latter, and 
how bring them into hia intrenchmenta T They must 
necessarily be brought past Antwerp, where a fleet was 
ready to capture or sink them." 

But while they were trying to prove the absurdity of 
the Prince of Parma's undertaking, he had already 
completed it. As soon aa the forts St. Maria and St. 
Philip were erected, and protected the workmen and 
the work by their fire, a pier was built out int« the 
stream from boih banlis, for which purpose the masts 
of the largest vessels were employed ; by a skillful ar- 
rangement of the timbers, they contrived to pve the 
whole such solidity, that, aa the result proved, it was 
able to resist the violent pressure of the ice. These 
timbers, which rested firmly and securely on the bottom 
of the river, and projected a considerable height above 
it, being covered with planka, afforded a commodious 
roadway. It was wide enough to allow eight men to 
cross abreast, and a balustrade that ran along it on both 
sides protected them from the fire of small arms from 
the enemy's vessels. This "stacade," as it was called, 
ran from the two opposite shores as far as the increas- 
ing depth and force of the stream allowed. It reduced 
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the breadth of the river to about one thousond one hun- 
dred feet ; aa, however, the middle and proper euri-ent 
would not admit of such a. barrier, there remained, 
therefore, between the two stacades, a space of more 
than six hundred paces, through which u whole fleet 
of transports could sail with ease. This intervening 
space the prince designed to close by a bridge of boats, 
for which purpose the craft must be procured from 
Dunkirk. But beside that they could not be obtained 
in uny number at that place, it would be diflicult to 
bring them past Antwerp without great loss. He was, 
therefore, obliged to content himself for (he time with 
having uan'owed the stream one half, and rendered tha 
passage of the enemy's vessels so much the more diffi- 
cult. Where the stacades terminated iu the middle of 
the stream, they spread out into parallelogi-ams, which 
were mounted with heavy guns, and served as ft kind 
of battery on the water. From these, a heavy lira was 
opened on every vessel that attempted to pass through 
tilts narrow channel. Whole fleets, however, end sin- 
gle vessels still attempted and succeeded in passing this 
dangerous strait. 

Meanwhile Ghent surrendered, and this unexpected 
success at once rescued the prince from his dilemma. 
He found in this tovm every thing necessary to com- 
plete his bridge of boats; and the only difficulty now 
was its safe transport, which was furnished by the 
enemy themselves. By cutting the dams at Suftingen, 
a gient part of the country of Wiles, as fiir as the village 
of fiorcht, had been Imd undet* water, so that it was not 
dlfflculc to cross it with flat-bottomed boats. The prince, 
therefore, ordered his vessels to run out from Ghent, 
and after passing Dendermonde and Rupelmondo, to 
pass through the left dyke of the Scheldt, leaving Ant- 
werp to the right, and sail over the inundated fields in 
the direction of Borcht. To protect this passage, a fort 
was erected at the latter tillage, which would keep the 
enemy in check. All succeeded to tais wishes, though 
not without a sharp action with the enemy's flotdla, 
which was sent out to intercept this convoy. After 
breaking through a few more dams on their route, they 
reached the Spanish quarters atCalloo, and successfully 
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to stop the passage of any vesaels fn]iii Ghent, whick 
might attempt to follow tUom. 

By this step the prince was ngaio thiown into embai- 
rassment. He was iar from having as yet r sufhcient 
number of vessels, either fcv the construction of the 
bridge, or for its defense, and the passage by which the 
former convoy had arrived waa now closed by the fort 
erected by TeJigay. While he was reconnoiteriog the 
country to discover a new way for his fleets, an idea 
occurred to him which not only put an end to his present 
dilemma, but greatly accelerated the success of his whole 
plan. Not far from the village of Stecken, in Waes, which 
is within some five thousand paces of the commencement 
of the inundation, flows a small Btieam called the Moer, 
which falls into the Scheldt near Ghent. Fj-omlhis river, 
he caused a canal to be dug to the spot where the in- 
undalions began, and as the water of these was not every- 
where deep enough for the tiansitof his boala, the canal 
between Bevern and Varrebroek was continued to Calloo, 
where it was met by the Scheldt. Atthis work five hun- 
dred pioneers labored without intermission, and in order to 
cheer the toil af the soldiers, the prince himself took 
part in it. In this way did he imitate the example of 
two celebrated Romans, Druaus and Corbulo, who, by 
similar works, had united the Rhine with the Zuyder 
Zee, and the Meuso with llie Rhine. 

This canal, which tiie army in honor of its projector 
called the canal of Parma, was fourteen thousand paces 
in length, and waa of proportionable depth and breadth, 
so as to be navigable for ships of a considerable burden. 
It afforded lo the vessels from Ghent not only a moj'e 
secure, but also a much, shorter course to the Spanish 
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ijuarters, because it was no longer necessary to follow tlifc 
many windings of the Scheldt, but entering the Moer at 
ODCC near Ghent, and from thence passing close to Steck- 
en, they could proceed through the canal, and across 
the inundated country as far as Calloo. As the produce 
of all Flanders was brought Ui the town of Ghent, this 
canal placed the Spanish camp in communication with 
the whole province. Abundance poured into the camp 
from all quarters, so Chat during the whole course of the 
siege the Spaniards suffered no scarcity of (ftiy kind. 
But the greatest benefit which tlie prince derived from 
this work was ftn adequate supply of flat-bottomed ves- 
sels to complete his bridge. 

These preparations were overtalien by the arrival of 
winter, which, as the Scheldt was filled with drift-ice, 
occasioned a considerable delay in the building of the 
bridge. The prince had eontemplnted wiih aniiety the 
approach of this season, lest it should prove highly de- 
structive to the work he had undailaken, and aflbrd ihe 
enemy a favorable opportunity for making a serious at- 
tack upon it. But Uie skill of his engineers saved him 
from the one danger, and the strange inaction of the 
enemy freed him from the other. It frequently happen- 
ed, indeed, that at flood tide large pieces of ice were 
entangled in the timbers, and shook them violently, but 
they stood the assault of the fiirious element, which only 
served to prove their stability. 

In Antwerp, meanwhile, important moments bad been 
wasted in futile deliberations, and, in a struggle of fac- 
tions, the general welfare was neglected. The govern- 
ment of the town was divided among too many heads, 
and much too great a share in it was heM by the riotous 
mob, to allow room for calmness of deliberation, or firm- 
ness of action. Beside the municipal magistracy itself^ 
in which the burgomaster bad only a single voice, there 
were in the city a number of guilds, to whom were con- 
signed the charge of the internal and external defense, 
the provisioning of the town, its fortifications, the marine, 
commerce, &c. ; some of whom must be consulted in 
eveiy business of importance. By means of this crowd 
of speakers, who intmdod at pleasure into the council, 
and managed to carry, by clamor ami the number of 
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their adherents, what they could not eflect by their ar- 
guments, tlie people obtained a dnagerous influence in 
the public debates, nud the natural struggle of such dis- 
cordant interests retai'ded the execution of every siilutury 
raeaaure. A governtnent so vacillating and impotent 
conld not comniaiid the respect of unruly sailors nnd a 
lawless soldiery. The orders of the state cunseqnently 
were but impeifectly obeyed, and the decisive moment 
was more than once lost by the negligence, not to say 
the open mutiny, both of the liind and sea foi-ces. 

The little harmony in the selection of the means by 
which the enemy was to be opposed, would not, how- 
ever, have proved so injurious, had there but existed 
unanimity as to the end. But on this very point the 
wealthy citizens and poorer classes were divided ; for 
the former, liaving every thing to apprehend from allow- 
ing matters to be carried to extremity, were strongly 
inclined to treat with the Piince of Parma. This disposi- 
tion they did not eveu attempt to conceal, after the fort 
of Ciefkenshoekhad fallen into the enemy's hands, and 
serious fears were entertained for the navigatjon of the 
Scheldt. Some of them, indeed, withdrew entirely from 
the danger, and left to its fate the town whose prosperity 
they had been ready enough to share, hut in whose ad- 
versity they were unwilling to bear a part. From sixty 
to seventy of those who remained memorialized the 
council, advising that terms should be made with tlie 
king. No sooner, however, had the populace got intel- 
ligence of it, than their indignation broke out in a violent 
uproar, which was with difficulty appeased by the im- 
prisonment and fming of the petitioners. Tmnquilli 



liciy or privately should countenance proposals for peace. 
The Prince of Parma did not fail to take advantnge 
of these distuibances ; for nothing that transpired with- 
in the ciqr escaped his notice, being wel! served by the 
agents with whom he maintained a secret understand- 
ing with Antwerp, as well as the other towns of Brabant 
and Flanders. Although he had already made consid- 
ei'able progress in his measures for distressing the 
town, still he had many steps to take before he could 
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actually make himself niHster of it ; and one onlncky 
moment mii-ht destroy the work of many months. With- 
out, therefore, neglecting nny of his wnvlike prepnrations, 
he determined to miike one more serious Httemjit to get 
possession by fair means. With this object he dispatch- 
ed a letter, in November, to the great Council of Ant- 
werp, in which he skillfully made use of every topic 
likely to induce the citizens to come to teims, or.at least, 
to inci'ease theiv existing dissensions. He treated them 
in this letter in the light of persons who had been led 
astray, and threw the whole blame of their revolt and 
refractory conduct hitherto upon the intriguing spirit of 
the Prince of Orange, fi^ni whose artjfices the reti'ibu- 
tite justice of Heaven had so lately liberated Ihera. " It 
was," he said, " now in their power to awake fi-om their 
long infatuation, and to return to their allegiance to a 
monarch who was ready and anxious to be reconciled to 
hia subjects. For tliis end he gladly offered himself aa 
mediator, as he had never ceased to love a country in 
which he had been born, and where he had spent the 
happiest days of his youth. He therefore eshorted 
them lo send plenipotentiaries with whom ho could 
arrange the conditions of peace, and gave them hopes of 
obt^ning reasonable terms if they made a timely submis- 
sion, but also threatened them with the severest treats 
ment if they pushed matters to extremity." 

This letter, in whjch we are glad to recognize a lan- 
guage very different from that which the Duke of Alva 
held ten years before on a similar occasion, was an- 
swered by the townspeople in a respectful and dig- 
nified tone. While they did full justice to the per- 
sonal character of the prince, and acknowledged his 
favorable intentions toward them witb grnljtude, they 
lamented the hardness of the times, which placed it out 
of his power to treat them in accordance with his charac- 
ter and disposition. They declared that they would gladly 
place their fate in his bands, if he were absolute master 
of his actions, instead of being obliged to obey the will 
of another, whose proceedings bis own candor would not 
allow him to approve of. The unalterable resolution of 
the King of Spain, as well as the vow which he made 
to the Pope, were only too well known for tbem to hava 
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any hopes in that quartei'. They at the same time de- 
fended with a noble wannth the memoTy of the Piinco 
of Orange, their benefactor and preserver, while they 
enumerated the true causes which had produced this 
unhappy war, and had caused the provinces to revolt 
from the Spanish crown. At the same time, they did 
not disguise fiom him that they Lad hopes of finding a 
new and a milder mnsler in the King of France, nnd 
that, if only for this reason, they could not enter 
into any treaty with the Spanish king, without incur- 
ring the charge of the most culpable fickleness and in- 
gratitude. 

The united pTOvinces, in feet, dispirited by a succes- 
sion of reverses, had at last come to the determination 
of placing themselves under the protection and sover- 
eignty of France, and of preserving their existence and 
their ancient privileges by the sacrifice of their inde- 
pendence. With this view, an embassy had some time 
befoie been dispatched to Paris, and it was the prospect 
of this powerful assistance which principally supported 
the courage of tlie people of Antwerp. Heniy Til., 
King of France, was personally disposed to accept this 
offer ; but Ihe troubles which the intrigues of the Span- 
iards contrived to excite within bis own kingdom'com- 
pelled him against his will to abandon it. The provinces 
now turned for assistance to Queen Elizabeth of Eng- 
land, who sent them some supplies, which, however, 
came too late to save Antwerp. While the people of 
this city were awaiting the issue of these negotiations, 
and expecting aid from foreign powers, they neglected, 
unfortunately, the moat natural and immediate means 
of defense ; the whole vrinter was lost, and while the 
enemy turned it to greater advantage, the more com- 
plete was their indecision and inactivity. 

The burgomaster of Antwerp, St. Aldegonde, had, 
indeed, repeatedly urged the fleet of Zealand to attack 
the enemy's works, which should be supported on the 
other side from Antwerp. The long and frequently 
stormy nights would favor this attempt, and if at the 
same time a sally were made by the garrison at Lillo, 
it seemed scarcely possible for the enemy to resist this 
triple assault. But, unfortunately, misunderstandings 
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had arisen between the coiiiniaoder of the fleet, Will- 
iam von Blois von Treslong, and the admiralty of Zea- 
land, which caused the equipment of tbe fleet to be 
most unaccountably delayed. In order to quicken their 
movements, Teligny at last resolved Co go himself to 
Middleburg, where the slates of Zealand were assem- 
bled : but as the enemy were in possession of all the 
roads, the attempt cost him his freedom, and the 
republic its most valiant defender. However, there 
was no want of enterprising vessels, which, under Ihe 
favor of the night and the flood tide, passing through 
the still open bridge, in spite of the enemy's fire, threw 

g-ovisions into the town, and returned with the ebb. 
ut as many of these vessels fell into the hands of 
the enemy, the I g d tb t tb j h Id 

never risk the p g I h y m d 

tain number ladtl It ft tly was th t 

none attempted t b h q d b uld 

not be collected C tm '^ ralttkw also 
made from An p h h | f 1 Sp ards, 

which were not t ly f I m t th 

latter were captu d h k d II h was 

quired was to ex t 1 tt pt gr d I 

But however ze I ly '^ Aid g d g d h ill 
not a captain w b f d wh w Id m d 

vessel for that p p 

Amid these dlyhw pd d ly 

had the ice begu d pp wl h. 
of the bridge of b t ly cd by ti b 

siegers. Betwe th t p pa f m 1 

six hundred* paces sttll remained to be tilled up, wbtch 
was effected in the following manner. Thirty-two flat- 
bottomed vessels, each sixty-six feet long and twenty 
broad, were fastened together with strong cables and 
iron chains, but at a distance from each other of about 
twenty feet, U> allow a free passage to the stream. 
Each boat, moreover, was moored with two cables, 
both up and down the sti'eam, but which, as the water 
rose with the tide, or sunk with the ebb, could be 
slackened or tightened. Upon Cbe boats gieat masts 
were laid, which reached from one to another, and 
being covered with planks, formed e regular road. 
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which, like that niong the piers, was protected -with e, 
balustrade. This bridge of boats, of which the two 
piers formed a continuation, had, including the latter, a 
length of twenty -four thousand paces. This formidable 
work was so iogeoioiisly constructed, and so richly 
furnished with the instruments of destruction, that it 
seemed almost capable, like a living creature", of defend- 
ing itself at the word of command, scattering death 
among all wiio approached. Beside the two forts of 
St. Maria and St. Philip, which terminated the bridge 
on either shore, and the two wooden bastions on the 
bridge itself, which were filled with soldiers and mount- 
ed with guns on all sides, each of the two-and-thirty 
vessels was manned with thirty soldiers and four sclera, 
and showed tile cannon's mouth to the enemy, whether 
he came up from Zealand or down from Antwerp. 
There were in all ninety-seven cannons, which were 
distributed beneath and about the bridge, and more 
than one thousand five hundred men who were posted 
partly in the forts, partly in the vessels, and in case of 
neeeasity, could mnintiun a terrible fire of small arms 
upon the enemy. 

But with all this, the prince did not consider his 
work sufficiently secure. It was to be expected that 
the enemy would leave nothing unattempted to burst, 
by the force of his mdchines. the middle and weakest 

. rn A „™;„„. .!,;= >.= ^T^^toA ;„ n jine with 

[, another 

go itself, 
consider- 
athwart 
i, so that 
of these, 
5 wooden 
; enemy. 



As they 

on, they got from the soldiers the 

'■ swimmers." The whole bridge of boals, and 

oJso a part of the piers were covered by these swim- 
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mers, which were Btatioued above as well as below tb« 
bridge. To nil these defensire pi-eparHtiona was added 
a fleet of forty men-of-war, which were stationed on 
both coasts, aud served as a protection to the whole. 

This astonishing work was finished in Mareh, 1585, 
the seventh month of the siege, and the day on which 
it was completed was kept as a jubilee by the troojB. 
The great event was announced to the besieged by a 
grand feu de joie, and tlie army, as if to enjoy ocular 
demonstration of its triumph, extended itself along the 
whole platform to gaze upon the proud slieam, peace- 
fully and obediently flowing under the yoke which had 
been imposed upon it. All the toil they had undergone 
was forgotten in this delightful fipectacle, and every 
man, who had had a hand in it, however insignificant he 
might be, assumed to himself a portion of the honor 
which the successful execution of no gigantic an enter- 
prise conferred on its illustrious projectoi". On the other 
hand, nothing could equal the consternatloa which seized 
the citizens of Antwerp, when intelligence was brought 
them that lie Scheldt was now actually closed, and all 
access from Zealand cut off. To increase their dismay, 
they learned the fall of Brussels also, which had at last 
been compelled, by famine, to capitulate. An attempt, 
made by the Count of Hohenlohe about the same time, 
OD Herzogenbusch, with a view to i ccapture the town, 
or at least form a diversion, was eijitally unsuccessful ; 
and thus the unfortunate city lost all hope of assistance, 
both by sea and land. 

These evil tidings were brought them by some fugi- 
tives, who had succeeded in passing the Spanish vi- 
dettes, and had made their way into the town : and a 
epy, whom the burgomaster liad sent out to reconnoiter 
the enemy's works, increased the genera! alai'm by his 
report. He had been seized and carried before the 
Prince of Parma, who commanded him to be conducted 
over all the works, and all the defenses of the bridge to 
be pointed out to him. Aiter this had been done, he 
waa again brought before the general, who dismissed 
him with these words: "Go," said he, "and report 
what you have seen to those who sent you. And tell 
them, too, that it is my tirm resolve to bury myself 
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under the ruins of this bridge, or by means of it to pass 
into your town." 

But the cevtainty of danger now at last awakened the 
zeal of the confederates, and it was no &ult of theirs, if 
the former half of the prince's vow was not fulfilled. 
The latter hud long viewed with apprehension the prep- 
arations which were making in Zealand for tho relief 
of the town. He saw clearly that it was from this 
quarter tliat he had to fear the most dangerous blow, 
and that, with all his works, he could not make head 
against the combined fleets of Zealand and Antwerp, if 
they were to fall upon him at the same time, and at tho 
proper moment. For a while, the delays of the admi- 
ral of Zealand, which he had labored by all the means 
in his power to prolong, had been his _Becurity; but now 
the urgent necessity accelerated the expedition, and 
without waiting for the admiral, the stares at Middle- 
bnrg dispatched the Count Justin of Nassau, with as 
many ships as they could muster, to the assistance of 
the besieged. This fleet took up a position before 
Liefkenshoek, which was in possession of the Span- 
iards, and, supported by a few vessels from the opposite 
foit of Lillo, cannonaded it with such success, that 
the walls were in a short time demolished, and the 
place carried by storm. The Walloons, who formed 
the gan'ison, did not display the firmness which might 
have been expected from soldiers of the Duke of Par- 
ma : they shamefully snri'endered the foit to the ene- 
my, who in a short time were in possession of the 
whole island of Doel, with all the redoubts situated 
upon it. The loss of these places, which were, how- 
ever, soon retiiken, incensed the Duke of Parma so 
much, that he tried the officers by court-maitial, and 
caused the most culpable among them to be beheaded. 
Meanwhile, this important conquest opened to the Zea- 
landers a free passage as far as the bridge ; and after 
concerting with the people of Antwerp, the time was 
fixed for a combined attack on this work. It was ar- 
ranged that, while the bridge of boats was blown up by 
machines already prepared in Antwerp, the Zealand 
fleet, with a sufficient supply of provisions, should be in 
the vicinity, ready tiD sail to the town through the opening. 
Dd 
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While the Duke of Parma was engaged in construct- 
ing hia bridge, an engineei- ■witbio the wails was already 
preparing the materials for its desti-uction. Frederic 
Oianibelli was the name of the (nan whom tale had 
destined to be the Archimedes of Antwerp, and to ex- 
haust in its defeiise the same ingenuity with the same 
want -of success. He was born in Mantua, and had 
formerly visited Madrid, for the puipose, it was said, of 
offering his services to King Philip in the Belgian war. 
But wearied with waiting, the offended engineer left 
the court, with the intention of making the King of 
Spain sensibly feel the value of talents which he had 
so little known how to appreciate. He next sought the 
service of Queen Elizabeth of England, the declared 
enemy of Spain, who, after witnessing a few specimens 
of his skill, sent him to Antwerp. He took up his resi- 
dence in that town, and, in the present estremity, de- 
voted to its defense, his knowledge, his energy, and his 

As soon as this artist perceived that the project of 
erecting the bridge was seriously intended, and tliat the 
work was fnat approaciiing to completion, he applied to 
the magistracy lor three large vessels, fi'om a hundred 
and fif^ to Ave hundred tons, in which he proposed to 
place mines. He also demanded sixty boats, which, 
fastened together with cables and chains, fuinished with 
projecting grappling-irons, and put in motion with the 
ebbing of the tide, were intended to second the opera- 
tion of the mine-ships, by being directed in a wedge-like 
form against the bridge. But ho had to deal with men 
who were quite incapable of comprehending an idea out 
of the common way, and, even where the salvation of 
their country was at stuke, could not forget the calcula- 
ting habits of trade. 

His scheme was rejected as too expensive, and with 
difficulty he at last obtained the grant of two smaller 
vessels, from seventy to eighty tuns, with a number of 
flat-bottomed boats. With these two vessels, one of 
which he called the " Fortune," and the other the 
"Hope," he proceeded in the following manner. In 
the hold of each he built a hollow chamber of freestone, 
five feet broad, three and a half high, and forty iong. 
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This magazine he filled with sixty handled weieht of the 
finest priming powder, of his own compounding, nod 
covered it with as heavy a weight of large slabs and 
millstones as the vessels could caiTy. Over these he 
further added a roof of similar stones, which ran up to 
a point, and projected six feet above the ship's side. 
The deck itself was crammed with iron chains and 
hooks, knives, niuls, and other destructive missiles ; the 
remiuning space, which was not occupied by the maga- 
^ne, was likewise filled up with planks. Several small 
apertures were left in the chamber for the matches 
which were to set fire to the mine. For greater cer- 
tainty, he had also conti'ived a piece of mechanism, 
which, after the lapse of a given time, would strike out 
sparks, and even if the mutches failed, would set the 
ship on fire. To delude the enemy into a belief that 
these machines were only intended to set the bridge on 
fire, a composition of brimstone and pilch was placed in 
the top, which could buin a whole hour. And still 
further to divert the enemy's attention from (he proper 
seat of danger, he also prepared thirty-two small flat- 
bottomed boats, upon which there were only fireworks 
burning, and whose solo object was to deceive the ene- 
my. These fireships were to be sent down upon the 
bridge, in four separate squadrons, at intervals of half- 
an-hour, and keep the enemy incessantly engaged for 
two whole hours, so that, tired of firing, and wearied by 
vain expectation, they might at last relax their vigilance 
before the real fireships came. In addition to all Uiis, 
be also dispatched a few vessels in which powder was 
concealed, in order to blow up the floating work before 
the bridge, and to clear a passage for the two principal 
ships. At the same time, he hoped by this preliminaiy 
attack to engage the enemy's attention, to draw them 
out, and expose them to the full deadly effect of the 
volcano. 

The night between the 4th and 5th of April was fixed 
for the execution of this great undertaking. An obscure 
rumor of it had already dift'usod itself through the 
Spanish camp, and particularly from the circumstance 
of many divers from Antwerp having been detected 
endeavoring to cut the cables of the vessels. They 
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wsi-e prBpnred, tlieiefoi'e, for a serious iittack; tl:,'y 
only mistook the real natureof it, and counted on having 
to tight mther with man than the elements. In tliis 
expectation, the duke ceuaetl the guards along the whole 
bank to he doubled, nnd drew up the chief pait of hia 
troops in the vicinity of the bridge, where ho wbs 
present in person ; thus meeting the dnnger whiie en- 
deavoring to avoid it. No sooner was itdai-U, thnn thi-ee 
barning vessels were seen to float down from the city 
towaid the biidge, then three more, and directly after 
the same number. They beat to arms throughout the 
Spanish camp, and the whole length of the bridge was 
crowded with soldiers. Meantime, the number of the 
fireships increased, and they came in regular '"■■i"- 
down the stream, r -^ — ' 



abreast, being at first steered by sailors on board them. 
The admiral of the Antwerp fleet, Jacob Jocobson 
(whether designedly or through carelessness was not 
known), had committed ihe error of sending otf the four 
squadions of fireships too quickly one after another, nnd 
caused the two large mine-ships also to follow them too 
soon, and thus disturbed the intended order of attack. 

The array of vessels kept approaching, and the dark- 
ness of night still further heightened the exti'aordinary 
spectacle. As far as the eye could follow the course of 
the stream, all was fire ; the fireships burning as brill- 
iantly as if they were the n elves n 1 e flan es the 
surface of the water glittered w tl 1 ght tl e dj kes and 
the batteries along the si o e the flags ar s and ac 
couterments of the soldiers who i ned tl e » ve s as 
well as the bridge, were clearly d st gu hable n the 
dare. With a mingled se s t on ot awe a d pleasure 
flie soldiers watched the unusual s ght wh cl ather 
resembled a fete than a hos le prepa at on but f o tl e 
very sti'angeness of the contiast filled the n nd w th a 
mystei-ious awe. When tl e burn ng fleet had come 
within two thousand paces of the br dge those vl chad 
charge of ithghted the ma ches mpelle 1 the t vo ne 
vessels into the middle of the stream, and, leaving tho 
others to the guidance of tie current of the waves, they 
hastily made their esca[»B in boats, which had been kept 
in readiness. 
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Their coarse, however, was irregular, and, destitute 
of steersmen, they arrived singly aad separately at the 
floating works, where they either continued hanging, or 
were dashed off sidewise on the shore. The foremost 
powder-ships, which were intended to set fire to the 
floating works, were cast, by the force of a squall which 
arose at that instant, on tlie Flemish coast ; one of the 
two, the " Fortune," grounded in its passage, before it 
reached the bridge, and killed by its explosion some 
Spanish soldiers, who were at work in a neighboring 
battery. The other and the latter fireship, called the 
" Hope," narrowly escaped a similar fate. The current 
drove her against the floating defenses toward the 
Flemish bank, where it remained hanging ; and had it 
taken fire at that moment the greatest part of its effect 
would have been lost. Deceived by the flames which 
this machine, like the other vessels, emitted, the Span- 
iards took it for a common fireship, intended to burn the 
bridge of boats. And as they had seen them estin- 
guished one after the other without further effect, all 
fears were dispelled, and the Spaniards began to ridicule 
the preparations of the enemy, which had been ushered 
in with so much display, and now had so absurd an end. 
Some of the boldest threw themselves into tlie stream. 
in order to get a close view of the fireship, and extin- 
guish it, when, by its weight, it suddenly broke through, 
burst the floating work wliich had detained it, and 
drove with terrible foice on the bridge of boats. All 
was now in commotion on the' bridge, and the prince 
called to the sailors to keep the vessel ofl' with poles, and 
to extinguish the flames bef they caught the timbers. 
At this ctitical moment 1 d g he farthest 

end of the left pier, wher m d ion in the 

water, and joined the bridg bo B side stood 

the Mai'grave of Rysbuig g avalry and 

governor of the province 4. h h d formerly 

served the states, but from p le republic 

had become its worst enem h B ro Billy, gov- 
ernor of FriesJand and commander of the German 
regiments ; the generals Cajetan and Guasto, with sev- 
eral of the principal oflicers ; all forgetful of their own 
dajiger, and entirely occupied with averting the general 
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calamity. At this moment, a Spanish ensign approscb- 
ed the Prince of Parma, and conjui'ei) hira to remove 
from iL place where hia life was in manifest and immi- 
nent peril. No attention being paid to his entreaty, ho 
re)>eated it still move urgently, and ot last fell at his feet, 
and implored him in this one instance to take advice 
from his servant. While he said this, he had laid hold 
of the duke'a coat, as though he wished forcibly to draw 
him away from the spot, and the latter, surprised rather 
at the man's boldness than persuiided by his arguments, 
retired at last to the shore, attended by Cnjetan and Gu- 
asto. He had scarcely time to lench the fort St. Maria, 
at the end of the bridge, when an e\plDsion took place 
behind him, just as if the parth had bmst, or the vault 
of heaven given way. The duke and hia whole army 
fell to the ground as dead, and several minutes elapsed 
before they recovered their consciousness 

But, then, what a sight presented itself ' The waters 
of the Scheldt bad been divided to its lowest depth, and 
driven with a surge, which rose like a wall above the 
dam that confined it; so that all the fortifications on the 
banks were several feet under water. The eaith shook 
for three miles round. Keaily the whole left pier, on 
which the fireship had been driven, with a part jf the 
bridge of boats, had been burst and shattered to atoms 
with all that was upon it : spars, cannon, and men 
blown into the air. Even the enormous blocks of stone, 
which had covered the mine, had, by the force of the 
explosion, been hurled'inlo the neighboring fields, so 
that many of thera were afterward dug out of the ground 
at the distance of a thousand paces from the bridge. 
Six vessels were buried, several had gone to pieces. 
But still more teiTible was the carnage which the mur- 
derous machine had dealt among the soldiers. Five hun- 
dred — according to other reports, even eight hundred — 
were sacriliced to its fuiy, without reckoning those who 
escaped with mutilated or injured bodies. The most 
opposite kinds of death were combined in this frightful 
moment. Some were consumed by the flames of the 
explosion, others scalded to death by the boiling water 
of the river, others stifled by the poisonous vapor of the 
bricBfltone ; some were drowned in the stream, some 
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bniied under the hail of falling ninsses of rock, maiiy 
cut lo pieces liy the knnea and hooks, or shHttered by 
the biilU which weie poured from the bowels of the 
machine ^ome were found lifeless, without any visible 
injury, hasitif; in all piobabihty been killed by the mere 
concussion of the air The spectacle which presented 
Itself directly after the firing of the mine was fearful. 
Men were seen wedged between the palisades of the 
bridge, ot struggling to liee themselves from beneath 
pondeious masses of lock, or hanging in the rigging of 
the ships, and from all places and quarters the most 
heait lending cries for help aiose, but as each was ab- 
soihed m his own safety, these conld only be answered 
by helpless wailingi 

Many had escaped in the most wonderful manner. 
An officer, named Tucci, was coined by the whirl- 
wind, like a feather, high into the air, where he 
was for a moment eu«pended, end then dropped into 
the nver, ^ihere he iB>ed bimsell by swimming. An- 
other Mas taken up by the loice ot the blast fiMin the 
Flanders shoic, and depo=iled on that of Brabant, in- 
curring meiely a slight cuntua-on on the shoulder; he 
felt, as he afterward said, during this rapid aerial transit, 
just as if he had been fired out of a cannon. The Piince 
of Parma himself had never been so near death as at 
that moment, when half-a-minute saved his life. He 
had scarcely set foot in the Fort St. Maria, when he was 
lifted off his feet, as if by a hurricane ; and a beam, 
which struck him on the head and shoulders, stretched 
him senseless on the earth. For a long time he was 
believed tobeactually killed, many remembering to have 
seen him on the bridge only a few minutes before the 
fatal explosion. He was found at last between his at- 
tendants, Cajetan and Guasto, raising himself up with 
his hand on his sword ; and the intelligence stirred the 
spirits of the whole army. But vain would be the at- 
tempt to depict his feelings, when he sui-veyed the de- 
vastation which a single moment had caused in the 
work of so many months. The bridge of boats, upon 
which all his hopes rested, was rent asunder ; a great 
part of his army was destroyed ; another portion maim- 
ed and rendered ineffective for many days; many of his 
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best officers were killed; nnd, (is if the present calami^ 
were nol sufficient, he had now to learn the painful id- 
telligence, that the Mavgrave of Eysburg, whom of all 
his officers he prized the highest, was missing. And 
yet the worst was still to come, for every moment the 
fleets of the enemy were to be expected from Antwerp 
and Liiln, to which this fearful position of the nrmy 
would disable him from oftering any effectuaJ resistance. 
The bridge was entirely destroyed, and nothing could 
prevent the fleet fi-om Zealand passing tlirough in full 
sail ; while the confusion of the troops in this first mo- 
ment was so great and general, that it would have been 
impossible to give or obey orders, as many corps had 
lost their commanding officers, and many commanders 
their corps ; and even tlie places where they had been 
stationed were no longer to be I'ecognized amid the gen- 
eral ruin. Add to this, that all the batteries on shore 
were under water, that several cannons were sunk, that 
the matches were wet, and the ammunition damaged. 
What a moment for the enemy, if they had known how 
to avail themselves of it ! 

It will scai-cely be believed, however, that this suc- 
cess, which surpassed all expectation, was lost to Ant- 
werp, simply because nothing was known of it. St. 
A Idegonda, indeed, as soon as ^e explosion of the mine 
was heard in the town, had sent out several galleys in 
the dii'ection of the bridge, with orders to send up fire- 
bails and rockets the moment they had passed it, and 
then to sail with the intelligence straight on to Lillo, in 
order to bring up, without delay, the Zealand fleet, 
which had orders to coSpoi'ate. At the same time, the 
admiral of Antwerp was ordered, as soon as tho signal 
was given, to sail out with his vessels, and attack the 
enemy in their Urst consternation. But although a con- 
siderable reward was promised to the boatmen sent to 
reconnoiter, they did not venture near the enemy, but 
returned without effecting their purpose, and reportod 
that the bridge of boats was uninjured, and tho flreship 
had had no effect. Even on the following day, also, no 
better measures were taken to learn the true state of 
tlie bridge ; and as the fleet at Lillo, in spite of tho 
favorable wind, was seen to remain inactive, the belief 
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that the fireships had accomplished nothiijg was con- 
firmed. It did not Boera to occur to ony one, that this 
very inactivi^ of the confederates, which misled the 
people of Antwerp, might also keep hack the Zea- 
landera at Lillo, as in fact it did. So signal an ins&inca 
of neglect conld only have occurred in a government 
which, without dignity or independence, wns guided by 
the tumultuous multitude it ought to hare governed. 
The moi'e supine, however, they were themselves in 
opposing the enemy, the more violently diJ their rage 
boil against Gianibelli, whom the frantic mob would 
have torn in pieces, if they could have caught hini. 
For two days the engineer was in the most imminent 
danger, until at last, on the third morning, a courier 
fixim Lillo, who had swum under the bridge, brought 
authentic intelligence of its having been destroyed, but 
at the same time announced that it had been repaired. 
This rapid restoration of tJie bridge was really a mi- 
raculous effort of the Prince of Parma, Scarcely had 
he recovered from the- shock, which seemed to have 
overthrown all his plans, when he contrived, with won- 
derful presence of mind, to prevent all its evil conse- 
quences. The absence of the enemy's fleet, at this de- 
cisive moment, revived his hojiea. The ruinous state 
of the bridge appeared to bo a secret to them, and 
though it was impossible to repair, in a few hours, the 
work of so many months, yet u great point would be 
gained if it could be done even in appearance. All his 
men were immediately set to work to remove the ruins, 
to raise the timbers which had heen thrown down, to 
replace those which ware demolisbec, and to fill up the 
chasms with ships. The duke himself did not reftise to 
share in the toil, and hia example was fiJIowed by all his 
officers. Stimulated by this popular behavior, the com- 
mon soldiers exerted themselves to the utmost; the 
work was carried on during the whole night under the 
constant sounding of drums and trumpets, which were 
distributed along the bridge 1« drown the noise of the 
work-people. With dawn of day, few traces remained 
of the night's havoc; and although the bridge was re- 
stored only in appearance, it nevertheless deceived the 
spy, and consequenlly no attack was made upon it. In 
9^ 
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the mean time, tiie prince contrived to make the repairs 
solid, nay, even to introduce Bome essential alterations 
in the structure. In order to guard against similar acci- 
denla for the future, a part of the bridge of boats was 
made movable, so that, in case of necessity, it could 
be taken away, and a passage opened to the fircships. 
His loss of men was supplied from Ihe gaixisons of the 
adjoining places, and by a German regiment which ar- 
TiTed very opportunely fi-om Gueldres. He filled up 
the vacancies of the officers who were killed, and in 
doing this, he did not forget the Spanish ensign who 
had saved his life. 

The people of Antwerp, after learning the success of 
dieir mine-ship, now did homage to tiie inventor with 
as much extravagance as they had a short time before 
mistrusted him, and they encouraged his genius to new 
attempts. Gianibelli now actually obtained the number 
of flat-bottomed vessels which he had at first demanded 
in vain, and these he equipped in such a manner, that 
they struck with irresistible force on the bridge, and a 
second lime also burst and separated it. But this time 
the wind was contrary to the Zealand fleet, so that they 
could not put out, and thus the prince obtained once 
more the necessary respite to repair the damage. The 
Archimedes of Antwerp was not deterred by any of 
these disappointments. Anew he fitted out two large 
vessels, which were armed with iron hooks and similar 
instruments, in order to tear asunder the bridge. But 
when the moment came for these vessels to get under 
weigh, no one was found ready to embark in them. 
The engineer was therefore obliged to think of a plan 
for giving to these machines such a self-impulse, that, 
without being guided by a steersman, they would keep 
the middle of the stream, and not, like the former ones, 
be driven on the bank by the wind. One of his work- 
men, a German, here hit upon a strange invention, if 
Strada'fi description of it is to be credited. He affixed 
a sail under the vessel, which was to be acted upon by 
the water, just as an ordinary sail is by the wind, and 
could thus impel the ship with the whole force of the 
current. The result proved the correctness of his cal- 
culation; for this vessel, with the position of its sails 
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reversed, not only kept the center of the stream, but 
tilso ran agdinst the bridge with such impetuosity that 
the enemy had not time to open it, and it was actually 
l>ur3t asunder. But all these results were of no service 
to the town, because the attempts were made at random, 
and were supported by no adequate force. A newiire- 
ship, equipped like the former, which had succeeded so 
well, and which Gianibelli had filled with four thousand 
pounds of the finest powder, was not even used ; for a 
new mode of attempting their deliverance had now oc- 
curred to the people of Antweip. 

Terrified, by so many futile attempts, from endeavor- 
ing to clear a passage for vessels on the river by force, 
they afJast came to iJie determination of doing without 
the stream entirely. They remembered the example 
of the town of Leyden, which, when besieged by the 
Spaniards ten years before, had saved itself by oppor- 
tunely innndating the sniTounding country, and it was 
resolved to imitate this example. Between Lillo and 
Stabroek, in the district of Bergen, a wide and some- 
what sloping plain extends as far as Antwerp, being 
protected by numerous embankments and counter-em- 
bankments against the iiTuptions of iJie East Scheldt. 
Nothing more was requisite than to break these dams, 
when tlie whole plain would become a sea, navigable by 
flat-bottomed vessels almost to the veiy walls of Ant- 
werp. If this attempt should succeed, the Dnke of 
Parma might keep the Scheldt guanied with his bridge 
of boats as long as he pleased ; a new river would be 
formed, which, in case of necessity, would be equally 
serviceable for the lime. This was the very plan which 
the Prince of Orange had, at the commencement of 
the siege, recommended, and in whiclt be had been 
strenuously, but unsuccessfully, seconded by St. Alde- 
gonde, because some of the citizens could not be per- 
suaded to sacrifice their own fields. In the present 
emergency they reverted to this last resource, but cir- 
cumstances in the mean time had greatly changed. 

The plain in question is separated by a broad and 
high dam, which takes its name from the adjacent cas- 
tle of Cowenstein, and extends for three miles from the 
villege of Stabroek, in Bergen, as far as the Scheldt, 
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with the great dam of which it unites near Ordam. 
Beyond this dam no vessels can proceed, however high 
the tide, and the sea would be vamly turned into the 
fields as long as such an embankment remained in the 
way, which would prevent the Zealand vessels from 
descending into the plain before Antwerp. The faW of 
the town would therefore depend upon the demolition 
of this Cowenstein dam; but, foreseeing this, ibe 
Prince of Parma had, immediately on commencing the 
blockade, taken possession of it, and spared no pains to 
renderit tenable lo the last. At the viUage of Stabroek, 
Count Mansfeld was encamped with the greatest part 
of his army, and by means of this very CowcnsteiD 
dam kept open tbe communication with the bridge, the 
head-quarters, and the Spanish magazioea at CaUoo. 
Thus the army formed an uninterrupted Une from Sta- 
broek in Brabant, as far aa Bovern in Flanders, intel-- 
sected indeed, but not broken, by lihe Scheklt, and which 
could not be cut oft' without a sanguinary conflict. Od 
the dam itself, within proper distances, five different 
batteries had been erected, the command of which was 
given to the most valiant officers in the army. Nay, aa 
tlie Prince of Parma could not doubt that now the 
whole fury of the war would be turned to this point, 
he intrusted the defense of the bridge to Count Mans- 
feld, and resolved to defend this important post himself. 
The war, therefore, now assumed a different aspect, 
and the theater of it was entu'ely changed. 

Both above and below Lillo, the Netherlanders had 
in several places cut through the dam, which follows the 
Brabant shore of the Scheldt ; and where a sliort time 
before had been green fields, a new element now pre- 
sented itself, studded with masts and boats. A Zealand 
fleet, commanded by Count Hohenlohe, navigated the 
inundated fields, and made repeated movements against 
the Cowenstein dam, without, however, attempting a 
serious attack on it; while another fleet showed itself 
in the Scheldt, threatening the two coasts alternately 
with a landing, and occasionaUy the bridge of boats with 
an attack. For several days, this manceuver was prac- 
ticed on the enemy, who, uncertmn of the quarter 
whence an attack was to be expected, would, it was 
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hoped, be exhausted by conCinusI watching, and by de- 
grees lulled into security by so many lalse alarms. 
Autweip had piomiaed Count Hoheii lobe tosujipiirt the 
attack on the dam by a flotilla from the town ; tbree 
beacons on the priticjpai tower were to be the signal 
that this was on thfi way. "Wheu, therefore, on n dark 
night, the expected columns of fire really ascended 
above Antwerp, Count Hohenlohe ini mediately caused 
live hundred of his troops to scale the dam between two 
of the enemy's redoubts, who surprised part of the Span- 
ish garrison asleep, and cut down the others, who at- 
tempted to defend themselves. In a short time they had 
gained a firm footing upon the dam, and were just on 
the point of disembarking the remaindei' of tbeii- foi'ce, 
two thousand in number, when the Spaniai-ds in the 
adjoining redoubts marched out, and, favored by the nar- 
rowness of the ground, made a despei-ate attack on the 
crowded Zealanders. The guns from the neighboring 
batteries opened upou the appro^iching fleet, and thus 
rendered the landing of the remaining troops impossible ; 
and as there were no signs of cooperation on the part 
of the city, the Zealanders were overpowered nfter a 
short conflict, and again driven down from the dam. 
The victorious Spaniards pui'sued them through ihe 
water as far as their boats, sunk many of the latter, and 
compelled the rest to retreat with heavy loss. Count 
Hohenlohe threw the blame of this defeat upon the in- 
habitants of Antwerp, who had deceived him by a felse 
signal, and it ceitainly must be attributed to tJie tnd 
arrangement of bolh parties, that the attempt failed of 

But at last the allies determined to make a systematic 
assault on the enemy with their combined force, and lo 
put an end t« the siege by a grand attack, as well 
on the dam as on the bridge. The IGth of May, 
1585, was fixed upon for the execution of this design, 
and both armies used their utmost endea.vors to make 
this day decisive. The force of the Hollanders and 
Zealanders, united to that of Antwerp, exceeded two 
hundred ships, lo man which they had stripped their 
towns and citadels, and with this force they purposed lo 
attack the Cowenstein dam on both sides. The bridce 
Er 
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o»er the Scheldt mas to be assailed with new imichinea 
of Ginoibelli's invenliou, aud the Duke of Parma 
dierebj hindered fiom nssisling the defecise of the dam. 
Alexander, apprised of the danger which threatened 
him, spared nothing on his side to meet it with energy. 
Immediately after getting possession of the dam, he had 
caused redoubts to be erected at five different places, 
and had given the command of them to the most expe- 
rienced officers of (he army. - The flrsC of these, which 
was called the Cross Battery, was erected on the spot 
where the Cowenstein dam enters the great embank- 
ment of the Scheldt, and makes with the latter the 
form of a cross ; the Spaniard, Mondragone, was ap- 
pointed to command this battery. A thousand paces 
fcrther on, near the castle of Cowenstein, was posted 
the battery of St. James, which was intrusted to the 
command of Camillo di Monte. At an equal distance 
from this lay the battery of St. George, and at a thousand 
paces from the latter, the Pile Battery, under the com- 
mand of Gamboo, so called from the pile-work on which 
it rested ; at the furthest end of the dam, near Stabroek, 
was the fifth redoubt, where Count Mnnsfeld, witli 
Capizucchi, an Italian, commanded. All these forts the 
prince now strengthened with artillery and men ; on 
both sides of the dam, and along its whole extent, he 
caused piles to be driven, as well to render the main 
embankment firmer, as to impede the labor of the pio- 
neers, who were to dig through it. 

Early on the morning of the 16th of May the ene- 
my's forces were in motion. With the dusk of dawn, 
there came floating down from Lillo, over (he inundated 
country, four burning vessels, which so alarmed the 
guards upon the dams, who recollected the former ter- 
rible explosion, that they hastily retreated to the next 
battery. This was exactly what the enemy desired. 
In these vessels, which had merely the appearance of 
fireships, soldiers were concealed, who now suddenly 
jumped ashore, and succeeded in mounting the dam at 
the undefended spot, between the St. George and Pile 
bHtteries. Immediately afterward, the whole Zealand 
fleet showed itself, consisting of numerous ships of war, 
transports, and a crowd of smaller crafi, which were 



.^hyGooglc 



SIEGE OF ANTWERP. 327 

iBden with great sacks of earth, wool, Ikscines, sabionB, 
and the hke, for throwing up breastworks wherever 
necessaiy. The ships of war were furnished with 
powerful aitilleiy, and numerously and bravely manned, 
and a whole army of pioneers accompanied it, in order 
Vt <}ig throngh the dam as soon as it should be in ttieir 

The Zealanders had scarcely begun on their side to 
ascend the dam, when the fleet of Antwerp advanced 
fram Osterweel, and' attacked it on the other. A high 
breastwork was hastily thrown up between the two 
nearest hostile batteries, so as al once to divide the two 
ganisons and to cover the pioneers. The latter, several 
hundreds in number, now fell to work with their spades 
on both sides of the dam, and dug with such energy 
that hopes were entertained of soon seeing the two seas 
united. But, meanwhile, the Spaniards also had gained 
time to hasten to clie spot from the two uearesl redoubta, 
and make a spirUed assault, while the guns from the 
battery of St. George ployed incessantly on the enemy's 
fleet. A furious battle now raged in the quarterwhero 
they were cutting tlirough the dike, and throwing up 
the breastwork. The Zealanders had dr«wn a strong 
Une of troops round the pioneers, to keep the enemy 
from interrupting their vrork ; and in this confusion of 
battle, in the midst of a storm of buHeis from the ene- 
my, often up to the breast in water, among the dead and 
dying, the pioneers pursued their work, under the in- 
cessant exhoitatioos of the merchants, who impatiently 
waited to see the dam opened and their vessels in 
safety. The importance of the result, which it might 
be said depended enth-ely upon their spades, appeared 
to animate even the common laborers with berotccour- 
age. Solely intent upon their task, they neither saw 
nor heard the work of death, which was going on around 
them, and as fast as the foremost ranks fell, those be- 
hind them pressed into their places. Their operations 
were greatly impeded by the piles which had been 
driven in, but still more by the attacks of the Spaniards, 
who burst with desperate courage through the thickest 
of the enemy, stabbed the pioneers in the pits where 
they we r(< digging, and jilled up again with dead bodies 
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the cavities which the living had made. At last, how- 
ever, when most of their officers were liilled or wound- 
ed, and the number of the enemy constuntlyincreasing, 
whiie fresh laborers were supplying the place of those 
who had been slain, the courage of ihese valiant troops 
began tu give way, and they thought it advisable to re- 
treat to their batteries. Now, therefore, the confeder- 
ates saw themselves masters of the whole extent of 
tie dam, from Foil St. George as far as the Pile bat- 
tery. As, however, it seemed too loag to wait for the 
thorough demolition of the dam, they hastily unloaded 
a Zealand ti-ansport, and brought the cargo over the 
dam to a vessel of Antwerp, with which Count Hohen- 
lohe sailed ia triumph to that city. The sight of the 
provisions at once filled the inhabitants with joy, and, as 
if the victory was already won, they gave themselves 
up to the wildest exultation. The bells were rung, the 
cannon discharged, and the inhabitants, transported at 
their uoexpecred success, hurried to the Osterweet 
gate, tJD await the store-ships, which were supposed to 
be at hand. 

In fact, fortune had never smiled so fiivonibly on the 
besieged as at that moment. The enemy, exhausted 
and dispirit*d, had thrown themselves into their balter- 
ies, and far from being able to struggle with the victors 
for the post they had conquered, they found themselves 
rather besieged in the places where tbey had taken ref- 
uge. Some companies of Scots, led by the hrave Col- 
onel Balfour, attacked the batteiy of St. George, which, 
however, was relieved, but not without severe loss, by 
Camillo di Monte, who hastened thither from St. 
James's battery. The Pile battory was in a much 
worse condition, it being hotly cannonaded by the ships, 
and threatened every moment to crumble to pieces; 
Gamboa, who commanded it, lay wounded, and it was 
unfortunately deficient in artillery to keep the enemy at 
a distance. The breastwork, too, which the Zealand- 
ers had thrown up between this battery and that of St. 
Georgo,cutoffall hope ofassistance from the Scheldt. If, 
therefca^, the Belgians had only taken advanfcige of this 
weakness and inactivity of the enemy, to proceed with 
zeal and perseverance in cutting through the dam, there 



.^hyGooglc 



8IEGS OF ANTWERP. 329 

18 00 doubt that a passage migUt have been made, and 

thus put an end to the whole siege. But hero also, the 

w sisteiit energy showtd itself which bad 

m d h uct of the people ot Anlwerp during 

h wh ra of the i ege The zeal with whicb 

h k h d n commenced cooled in proportion to 

b 1 attended it It whs soon lound too 

d d rough the dike it seemed fiir easier 

tr argues from the large stoie ship-, into 

m cany these to the town with the flood 

A onde and Hoheulohe insteid of re 

m g mate the industry of the workmen by 

h rao p esence lett the scene of action in the 

ni in ordei, fay sa hng to the town with a 

- L their wisdom and 



Vhi] bo h p ties were fighting on the dam with the 
m ury, the bridge over the Scheldt hod 

be ta d om Antwerp, with new machines, in 

ploymeot to the prince in that quarter. 
B h d the firing soon apprised him of what 

w g g the dike, and as soon as he saw the 

bridge clear he hastened to support the defense of the 
dike. Followed by two hundred Spanish pikemen, he 
flew to t5ie place of attack, and arrived just in time to 
prevedt the complete defeat of his troops. Ho hastily 
posted some guns, which he had brought with him, in 
the two nearest redoubts, and m^ntained from thence a 
heavy lire upon the enemy's ships. He placed himself 
at the head of his men, and with his sword in one hand 
and shield in the other, led them against the enemy. 
The news of his arrival, which quickly spread from one 
end of (he dike to ihe other, revived the drooping spir- 
its of his tTOops, and the conflict recommenced with re- 
newed violence, made stUl more murderous by the nature 
of the ground where it was fought. Upon the narrow 
ridge of the dam, which in many places was not more 
than nine paces broad, about five thousand combatants 
were fighting ; so confined was the spot upon which the 
strength of both armies was assembled, and which was 
to decide the whole issue of the siege. With the Ant- 
werpers tlie last bulwai'k of their city was nt stake, witb 
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the Spaniai-ds it was to-determine the whole success of 
their undertalting. Both paities fouKht with a courage 
which despaii' iilono could inspire. From both the ex- 
tremities of the dam, the tide of war rolled itself toward 
the center, where the Zealanders and Antwerpors had 
the advantage, and where they had collected their 
whole strength. The Italians and Spaniai-da, inflamed 
by ft noble emulation, pressed od from Stabroek ; and 
from the Scheldt, the Walloons and Si)aniards advanced 
with their general at their head. While the former 
endeavored to relieve the Pile battery, which was hotly 
pressed by the enemy both by sea and land, the latter 
threw themselves on the breastwork, between the St. 
George and the Pile batteries, with a fury which car- 
ried every thing before it. Here tlie flower of the Bel- 
dan U'oops fought behind a well fortified rampart, and 
^e guns of the two fleets covered this important post. 
The prince was aJready pressing forward to attack this 
formidable defense with his small army, when he re- 
ceived intelligence that the Italians and Spaniards, 
under Capizucchi and Aquila, had forced their way, 
sword in hand, iiito the Pile baltei-y, had got possession 
of it, and were now likewise advancing from the other 
side against the enemy's breastwork. Before this in- 
trenchment, therefore, the whole force of both armies 
was now collected, and both sides used their titmost 
efforts to carry and to defend this position. The 
Netherlanders on board the fleet, loth to remain idle 
spectators of the conflict, sprang ashore from their ves- 
sels, Alexander attacked the breastwork on one side. 
Count Mansfeld on the olher ; five assaults were made, 
and five times they were repulsed. The Netherland- 
ers, in this decisive moment, surpassed themselves; 
never in the whole course of the war had they fought 
with such determination. But it was the Scotch and 
English in particular, who baffled the attempts of the 
enemy by their valiant resistance. As no one would 
advance to the attack in (he quarter where the Scotch 
fought, the dukehimself led on the troops, with a javelin 
in his hand, and up to his breast in water. At last, 
after a protracted sti'uggle, the forces of Count Mans- 
feld succeeded with their halberds and pikes, in making 
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a breach in the breastwork, and by raising themselves 
on one another's shoulders, scaled the parapet. Barth- 
eleiny Toralva, a Spanish captain, was the first who 
showed himself on the top ; and almost at the same in- 
stant, the Italian Capizucohi appeared upon the edge of 
it ; and thus the conlest of valor waa decided with equal 
glory for both nations. It is worth while to notice here 
the manner in which the Prince of Parma, who was 
made arbiter of this emulous strife, eneourafied this 
delicate sense of honor among his warriors. He em- 
braced the Italian Capizucchi in pi-e en e f 1 ooj , 
and acknowledged aloud that it waa p n p !ly he 
courage of this officer that he owed th cap u e of ho 
breastwork. He caused the Spanish ap J ' ' 

who was dangerously wounded, to b j d Is 

own quarters at Stnbroek, laid on 1 wn bel d 
covered with the cloak which he hin If h d 1 e 

iay before the battle. 

After the capture of the brensti k 1 e ry no 

longer remained doubtful. The Du 1 a d Z la d 
ti-oops, who had dieembBrkeil to c m I a ti a 

with the eaeniy, at once lost their c g wh n Ih y 
looked ' h d w tl hs Is which were 

their la gptigfl mhh 



retired m h m iN 

sooner d d A p h po 

to his troops the flying lessels, and encouraged them to 
finish the action with an enemy, who already despaired 
of their safety. The Dutch auxiliaries wei-e the first 
that gave way, and their example was soon followed by 
the Zealanders, Hastily leaping from the da.m, they 
endeavored to reach the vessels by wading or swimming; 
but from their disorderly flight, they impeded one an- 
other, and fell in heaps under the swords of the pur- 
suers. Many perished even in the boats, as each strove 
to get on board before the other, and several vessels 
sank under the weight of the numbers who rushed into 
them. The Antwerpers, who fought for their liberty. 
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[hek hearihs, their faith, were the last who retreated 
but this very circu mstance augineoted tbeir disnater 
Many of their vessels were outstripped by the ebb tide, 
and grounded within reach of the enemy's cannon, and 
were consequently desiroyed with all on board. Crowds 
of fugitives endeavored by swimming to gain the other 
transports, which had got into deep water ; but such 
was the rage and boldness of the Sjianiards, that they 
swam after them with their swords between their 
teeth, and dragged many even from the ships. The 
victory of the king's troops was complete, but bloody; 
tor ot the Spaniards about eight hundred, of the Nether- 
landers some thousands (without reckoning those who 
were drowned) were left on the field, and on both sides 
many of the principal nobility perished. More than 
thirty vessels, with a large supply of provisions for Ant- 
werp, fell into the hands of the victors, with one hundred 
and fifty canoon and other military stores. The dam, 
the possession of which had been so dearly maintained, 
was pierced in thirieen different places, and the bodies 
of those who had cut through it were now used to stop 
up the openipgs. 

The following day, a transport of immense size and 
singuiar construction fell into the hands of the royalists. 
It lormed a floating cnstle, and had been destined for the 
altack on the Cowenstein dam. The people of Ant- 
werp had built it at an immense expense, at the very 
time when the engineer Gianibelli's usefiil proposals 
had been rejected, on account of the cost they entailed, 
and this ndioubufl monster was called by the proud title 
ol "End of the War," which appellation was aftei-wai-d 
changed for the more appropriate soubriquet of '■ Money 
lost ! When ihis vessel was lanchod, it turned out, 
as every sensible person had foretold, that-on account 
of Its unwieldy size it was utterly impossible to steer it, 
and It could hardly be floated by the highest tide. With 
great difliculiy it was worked as far as Ordam, where, 
deserted by the tide, it went aground, and feU a prey to 
the enemy. 

The attack upon the Cowenstein dam was the last 
attempt which was made to relieve Antwerp. From 
this time the courage of the besieged sank, and the 
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magiatracy of the towo vainly labored to inspu'it with 
distant hopes the lower orders, on whom the present 
distress weighed heaTiest. Hitherto the price of bread 
had been kept down to a tolerable rate, although the 
quality of it continued to deteriorate ; by degrees, how- 
ever, provisions became bo scarce, that a famine was 
evidently near at hand. Still hopes were entertained 
of being able to hold out, at least, until the corn between 
the town and the ferlhest batteries, which was already 
in full ear, could be reaped ; but before that could be 
done the enemy had carried the last outwork, and had 
appropriated the whole harvest to their lase. At last 
the neighboring and confederate town of Malines fell 
into the enemy's hands, and wi!h its fall vanished the 
only remaining hope of getting supplies from Brabant. 
As there was, therefore, no longer any means of in- 
creasing the stock of provisions, nothing was left but to 
diminisb the consumers. All useless persons, all straji- 
gers, nay even the women and children, were to be sent 
away out of thatown; bat this proposal was too revolt- 
ing to humanity to bo carried into execution. Another 
plan, that of expelling the Catholic inhabitants, exaspe- 
rated them so much, that it had almost ended in open 
mntiny. And thus St. Aldegonde at last saw himself 
compelled to yield to the riotous clamors of the populace, 
and on the 17th of August, 1585, to make overtures t« 
the Duke of Parrna for the sunender of the town. 
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